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1. Name of Property 

historic name Stuttgart Commercial Historic District 

other n d s i t e  number 

street & number Roughly bounded by 1" St. to the north, College Street to the east, 6" St. to not for publication 
the south and Maple Street to the west. 

city or town Stuttgart vicinity 

state AR code AR county Arkansas code 001 zip code 72160 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the de thmty under the National Historic Presmt ion  ACL as amended. I hereby certify that this nomination 
request fi ltim oFcIig~bility meets the documentation standards for rcg~sfering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Piaces and maefs he procedural and professional quiranents set for in 36 CFR Pan 61j. In my opinicm, the property LS] rnm 
dow not meet the Narional Register criteria. I mornmend that this property be consided s ig i fm 

additional commen~.) 

Signature of cen~i>rn~;:^:icrab~i~le 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Satc or Fcdcnl agency and bureau 

In my opinion. the property mma U does not mtct the Yarional RqiFter criteria. (U See Continuat~on s h  fw addinond 
comments ) 

Sigrtanm of ccnifymg &ficid~Title Date 
I 

State or Federal agcrtcy and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby cenify h a t  the property is: S i g n a m  of the Keeper Date of Action 

enmd In the h'ational Regista. 
Sm continualion s h m  

[3 derennined eligible for the 
National Register. 

See contimation sheet 
10 de te rm id  nor eligible for the 

Ir'ational Rcgistcr. 
removed from the National 

other, (explain:) 
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5. Qassifica tisn 

Ownership of Property Category of Praperty Number sf Resources within Property 
(Ckk as my bows as apply) (Check only ane b x I  (DP UUL lncIude prevlousIy listed murces  in count.) 

hildindsl 
district 
site 
smcture 

abject 

43 30 buildings 
sizes 

s m c w e s  

objects 

Total 

Rame ad related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enrer 'Y!A" if property a nor part of a multiple aropcrry listing.] in the National Register 

- 

6. Function or Use - -. 

Ristoric Functions 
(Enta caiegoncs from imhwtions) 

RECREATIOK & CULTURE 

DOUESTIC 

CO4Ii\nERCFTIWDE 
CZb'IC 

GOVEKWEbT 

Current Functiaas 
(Enter categories from lnshunions) 

DOMESTIC 
C0KMER-E 

CIVIC 

GOVERNMENT 
AGRICULTURElSUBSTSTANCE 

Architectural Classification 
(Entacategon~ fm ~mtructrons) 

LAIT 29" & 2oTH CENT. AhIElUCAN MOtMEhTS: 
Commercial Style 

mn 1 9x & 2 om CENTURY REVIVALS: 

Nedlassical,  Tudor (Engliih), Spanish Revival, 

Italian Remisanm 
L4-E VICTOM 

NODEm: Ark Deco 

Materials 
(Entuca~qpries fm ~nsvuctiors) 

foundation CONCRETE 

walls BRICK CON-, STUCCO, WOOD, 
ASBESTOS 

mf ASPHALT, ASBESTOS, TERRA COTTTA 
other 

Narrative Description 
(kscri6e the h~stnne and cummcond~ion ofthe property m oncormme contirmaticm sheecf.) 

SEE CONTIhXJATION SHEET FOR SECTION 7 NARRATTVE. 



Smtteart CommerciaI Historic District Arkansas, Arkansas 
County and Srare 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local. state, national) 
(Mark 'k" in one or more box- for the cri:eria qualifying the prop- I,oc& 
for Xatiorral W s t m  listing.) 

A Property is asswiated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance ( E m  caregorim from insmtions) 
our history. ARGNITECTLX 

COMMERCE 
B Pmperty is associated vrith the lives of persons POLITICSJGOVERWm 

significant in our past. SOCIAL HISTORY 

C Prop* ernbodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a cype, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic dues,  or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1878-1957 

- - -- 

1889-1957 
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

information importam in prehistory or hstory. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark 'k" in all the boxs that apply.) 

Property k a A ommd by a religious instinttion or used for 
religious: pqmses.  

2 B. removed ffmn its original location, 

1878 (est. of town): 1883 (railroad); 1884 (town platted); 
I989 (oldest brick building); 1936 (first World's Championship 
Duck Calling Contest) 

Signifitant Person (Complne if Criterion B is marked) 
N!A 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. CulturaI Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D IS h e d )  

D a cemetery. NI A 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
Architecrnuilder 

G less than 50 years of age ot achieved significance J. B. Barrett; haam & Stem; Adam BuerkEe. C. M, Johnson 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(&plain the s~gni ficance of the property on m e  or more conrinuation sheets.) 

SEE COYTIICTATIOK SHEET FOR SECTION 8 NARRATIVE. 

9. Major BibIiographical References 

Bibliography 
(Crte the books., artiels, and other sourea used in preparing this ramo on one or more urntha t ion  s k u . )  

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET FOR SECTIOK 9 BIBLIOGRAPEW. 
Previous documentation on file WPS): 

preliminary determination of individual Iisting (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the h'ational Regster n Previously determined eligible by h e  National 
i Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
[] recorded by Historic Ammi- Buildings Survey 

Frimary location of additional data: 
State Historic Prwervation Oflice 
Otha State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 

IxI Other 
Name of repository: 

# Stun@ Public Library 
rtcorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record f: 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Appmx 25 Acres 

UTFvI References 
(Place addmonal L W  rcfmces on a continuation sheet) 

15 A - 632910 38 18573 
Zone Easung Norrhing 

B 15 633008 3818571 
Zone Eas.>ng Northing 

C 15 - 63 3 003 3818356 
Zone Ext iny Northing 

D 15 633066 3818354 
Zone East~ng Nortiung 

E 15 633066 38 18322 
Zone &ring Northing 

G 15 - 633003 3818271 
Zone East~ng Nonhlng 

Zone Eas t~ng  Northing 

I 15 632950 38 18052 
Zone Easnng Nonhng 

J 15 632838 3813054 
Zone b i n g  Nonhing 

15 L -  63281 1 3815008 
Zone Zast~ng Nonhlng 

M 15 632809 3818049 
Zone Easting Nonhng 

N 15 632780 38 18054 
Zone Easting h'onhing 

15 0 - 632790 38 18484 
Zone Easr~ng Nonhtng 

Seecontinuarimsh& 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the hundaries of the propcrty on a minual ion s h m )  
Beginning at fie point of origm at the southeast comer of South Main and la Street, proceed appmximalely 326 A. alwg the sourtr 
~ d e  of 1'' Street turning south at the s o u h e s t  comer at College Avenue and 1" Street. The boundary continues in a southerly 
lirc~tion approximately 733 feet along the west side of College Avenue until it meets 3"' Street at which point the boundaq 
~roceeds east along the south side of 3d Street along the south side of 301 South College (AR 028 1) 200 feet where i k  turns south 
and follows an alley b e h d  zhe b d i d i i  &at spans approximately 107 feet, at which point the boundlary tums west following the 
south fa~ade of (-028 1) approximately 200 feet where it crosses College Avenue to h e  west side of College Averme. The 
boundary then nuns south and commences 200 feet where it turns west along the north side of 4~ Street and commences 5 way 
doun the block approximately 163 feet where it then turns s~uth crossing 4th Street punning 7 14 feet down an allepay until it 
crosses 6' S beet. The boundary then conbnues west along the south side of bh street approximately 320 feet mtil it reaches the 
southeast corner of 1 11 W. 6' Street (AR0294). The boundary then turns south following the east side of the building 
approximately 1 59 feet where it turn west and follows the south elevation approximately 64 feet where h e  boundary then tums 
north and follows the west eIevation ofthe building approxima~ely 159 feet where it joins 6~ St .  on the South side. At 62h Street the 
boundary tums west and follows 6" Sweet approximately 166 feet until it joins Maple Street. The hundary then follows the east 
side of Maple Street approximately 1,430 feet where it crosses znd Stmx A portion of the last segment of the boundary was 
inaccessible for accurate measuring but appears to span approximarely 488 feet in a diagonal direction, southwest to northeast, 
wfiere the boundary terminates at the point of origin at the southeast comer of South Main Street and 1" Street. 

Boundary Justification 
[Explain why the bourtdaries were sclectcd om a comhmation sh&.) 

This boundary encompasses all of the historic mmm@rcial fabric that comprises historic dommwn Stuttgm. On the periphery of 
the h d a q  to the east and wesa Iie historic midential areas, while the railroad baunds the district to the north and new 
development inrerspetsed with a few historic buildings bounds the district to the south. The boundary m t a i n s  those comercia1 
buddings that possess integrity and contribute to the district's historic period of significance. 

11. Form Prepared By 

~ameltitie Kara M. Oosterhous, Independent Consulrant 

.ganization For Arkansas Historic Presetvat ion Program (AKPP) date February 1,2007 

city or town Little Rock state AR zipcode 72201 
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Additional Documentation 
Suhmt the fol;owr-~g :tens -w1h tnc comp!ded fom: 

J Continuatioa Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's Iocntioa 

IF,YCLOSED) 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
(ENCLOSED - Yo assessor's maps were available in a size that was reproducible, nor were there any planning maps in 
existence that showwl the buildings and there spatial relatianship to scale. Therefore, the map included is NOT drawn to 
scale but adequateEy conveys the relationship of one building to another.) 

Phatogtaphs 
Representative black and white photographs of lhe property. 

(ENCLOSED) 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items ) 

5 
I Co~nplde this Item a1 tht  request of SHPO or  FPO.) 

name 

street & n u m k  telephone 

city or town state zip code 

apemark Reduet ion Act Statement: This information b being collectad for applications to the National Register of Historic Placw to nominate propenics for 
snng w determine eligib~lity for Fi~rng, ta Iin pmpenies, and to amend ex~sting listing Response m this requesr 1s requid to o h a n  a bmcfir in accordance 
4th rhe National Historic Preservtitron .kt, 9s amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting buden fur thjs form is eslimtcd to avenge 18.1 hoursptr stsgonse including time for miming instructmos, 
gathering and maiotaioing data, and completing and rcvinving the form. Dim1 commenu regarding this burdm estimate or any aspact of &is form to he Chief, 
Adninistmlivc S e ~ c u  Divlsim hational Park Senice. P. 0. Box 37127, Washilglon, DC 20013-7127; and the Ofice of Management a d  Budget. Papuwork 
'Reductions Projects (I 024-001 8) ,  Washington, DC 20303. 
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SUMMdRY 
The Snrttgart Commercial Historic District is located in the historic commercial center of Stuttgart, Arkansas, in Arkansas County. 
The dishcr is  made-up of 76 resources. Three of these buildings are listed in the National Register of Historic Places: atlcansas 
County Courthouse (Northern DisPict), 11-20-92; Riceland Hotel, 5-21-86; and Standard Ice Company Building, 07-02-79. Of the 
76 resources, 43 (59%) retain integrity and contribute to the district's period of significance whiIe 30 (41%) do not contribute due 
to lack s f  integrity or failure to contribute to tfie districtms penod of significance, 1889 to 1957. The rnajonty of the bllildings in 
the district ate brick, twenzleth-cenmy commercial buildings, some of which display archttectural elements of styles such as Nea- 
Classical, Itallanate and krt Beco. Other building types in the- district include a single family dwelling, a multiple family dwelling; 
and government buildings - reflecting American Foursquare, Folk Victorian; English Ret-idTudor, and Keo-Classical styles. 
All of the contributing buildings retain their overall massing and setback and remain true to the historic character of the dismict. 
Thest buildings substantiate the bstory and development of Smtxgm as a commercial, political, and agricdtural center. The 
&strict is being nominated for inclusion in the Kational Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criteria A and 
C. 

I' 
, ELABORATION 

Stuttgart, Arkansas, is located in the northern pm of Arkansas County. Atkansas County has an area of approximately 900 squme 
miles, or 596 square acres, and is bordered on the nonh by Lonoke, Prairie and Monroe Counties; on the east by portions of 
Monroe and Phillips Counties; to the south by Desba and Lincoln Counties; and to the west by Jefferson County. Stuttgart i s  
approximately 6.2 square miles and sits 2 19 feet above sea level. The majority of the proposed district is roughly bounded by First 
Street to tbe north, College Skeet to  the east, Sixth Street to the south and MapIe Street to the west- Stutcgart lies within the larger 
areas hown as the Grand Prairie and the Mississippi hver  Delta. The Grand Prairie is a rather unique feature f d  in the 
Mississippi Delta, unlike typical delta soils, the subsurface of the Grand Prairie is clay, often referred to as a "hard pan" or 
"impervious subsoil,"' and therefbre does not allow much rainwater to penetrate. Because of this, the soil does not provide much 
water forplants, giving grasses a greater chance to grow since they require less water t h  woody plants. The Grand Prairie is 
comprised of Ptairie Gmslands, Bottomland and Terrace Hardwood Forests, Upland Hardwood Forests, Savannas, Slash, and 
Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands. Tt is the "hard pan" soil of the Grand Prairie that makes it  conducive to rice d soybean farming.' 

In 1878. Adam Buerkle founded Stilttgart; however, it was not until 1 884, when a land company was organized that the surveyors 
p l a d  the town of Stuttgart which is laid out in a grid-Iike pattern. Two of the original surveyors were L. R. Morse and W.T. 
Eaton. Five years later, 19 April 1889. h e  town was incorporated. A plat map dated JuIy 19 1 1, shous that the majority of the 
proposed district lies within Harps Addition, Bortfcld Addiuon & Mahles Addition. Tn 19 13, Stuttgart w a ~  established as a co- 
county seat for the northern part of Arkansas County white DeWitt continued to serve as a county seat for the southern part of the 
county. Cornpared to other toms throughout the state. Stuttgan is relatively "new." An article published in 1892 by the Conon 
Belt Railway described Shlttgart as follo~x: 

. . .The principal business of town is the shipping of hay, cotton, fruits and Iive stock. . . . The h i t s  grown 
chiefly are peach, apple, pear and berries. These are consumed by the surrounding cotton districts. These 
is enough land now in h i t s  near S m t r w  to supply a cannay. The business con- of Smttgart are 
thirty in number, about half of hem merchandisers. handhng, not a miscellaneous stock as in groceries, dry 
goods, etc., as the case may be. Redd & W%aley, groceries, J. I. Porter & Co., lumber, and Mahle & 

I ' ~rkansas Natural Heritage Commission & U.S. Fish and Wild6fe Sewice, The Gmnd Pmirie of hkanw: Past, Present, and Future," 
pg. 1-9; Goodspeed Publishing Company, Biom~hical& Historical Memories o f  Fatern Mansas, (Chicago: The Gdspeed  Publishing Co., 
189O), 632433; Alexandra McCoy, "Smagart Admsas, 1880- 1950" [Amici Club HistoricaI Collecti~n, Stuttgart Public Library, Subj. File: 
NEWSPAPERS]; Bennie Frownfelter Burkctt, "One Hundred Ycars on the Grand Prairie: A Pictorial History of Stutzgart Arkansas, and Its 
Surrwnding Grand Pratrie." (Stuttgart: Stuttgart Agricultural Museum, 1980; reprint 1995). 
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Thompson, hardware, are l tading concerns. The manufacturing concerns are the eleciric light plant, under 
contract ro light the city for a term of years; Henry Flood" brick prd; Savage Bro.'[sic.] Bear State 
Lumber and P k n g  Mils [sic.]; a hardwood mill; B.D. Hurd's large foundry and implement works; the 
Snuttgart Creamery, B. Reinsch, manager, a caniage factory and harness works. . . .' 

Other buildm@businesscs, constructed prior to 1900, referenced in period newspapers include: Leslie" Hotel (Corner of 2"6 & 
Main St), 1887; Four roorn, two-story school (Between 3'* & 4a on Leslie), 1888; Thompson Budding (northwest corner of 3d & 
S. Main), I889 RE. Rhodes building (northeast corner of S, Main & 4&), ca. 1890; Denman Jewelers, 2892;German-American 
Bank in Metropditan Hotel Building ~3~ & S. Main), 1894; and Stuttgart Telephone Company (212 E. 2"4, 1894. The first 
buildings built in Stuttgart w r e  of frame construction, and as a result, in 1888, a large fire destroyed all of the buildmgs on the 
west side of Main Street from zEd Street to nearly 4' Sweet. Soon, brick buildings began to replace rht frame buildings. The first 
h o w  brick factory in Stuttgart belonged to Henry R d  Local historians believe that FIood built &e first brick s t r u c m  in 
town to showcase his brick, the block on whch this building sat became known as Henry Flood's Block ( it was located at 
nodeas t  comm of present-day Grand Avenue and Second S W ] .  In 1904, the city council passed an ordinance against wooden 
buddings or additiom king built or wmden buildings being moved to Main Street b e e n  l X  and 6' Streets. Therefore, after 
1904. a11 new constnrction on Main Smet was to be of brick The oldest brick building semaining on Main Stxeet today is the 
Thompson Building ( 1  8891, located at 222 & 224 Main Street at Main and 3* Street ( ~ ~ 0 2 4 0 ) . ~  

The following businesses were consmmed post 1900 or inhabited existing buiIdings. The dates, businesses, and information 
listed below was compiled by Alexandra McCoy from period newspapers. 

Due Southwtst o f  the Cotton Belt Route. (Cotton Belt biJway, 1892), pgs. 5741 [.4mici Club Historical Collection, Stuttgart Public 
Libmy, Subj. File: BUSWESS-EARLY YEARS]; McCoy, "Stuttgart Arkansas 1880-1 890.'' 

McCoy, McCoy. "Stuttgart 14rkansas 1880-1 890"; Burke& "One Hundred Years an the Gtand Prairie". 
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Cwnty and Stale 

The majority of the buildings within the proposed district are commarcial buildings of brick construction or h e  constructim 
with a brick or stucco veneer. The commercial buildings, which rest on a concrete dab foundation, are generally topped uith a Bat 
or gabled roof hdden behind a parapet. Most of the bulldings are standard twentieth-century commercial buildmgs, same of which 
display archrectural embellishments reflective of vmous architecnval styles. Other building types in the district include a single 
family dwelling, a multlple family dwelling; and govement buildings - reflecting American Foursquare, Folk Victorian; and 
Neo-Classical styles. Mest of the infomarion in the following style descriptions comes from personal obsen~tions and A Field 
Guide to American Houses by Virginia and Lee McAlester. 

Lure Nineteenrh & Mntieth-Cenhrty Commercial: Late Nineteenth & Twentieth-Century Commercial 
Architecture as applied to hstoric h l d i n @  (pre-1957) are generally ftee smnding buddings or a 
continuous row of buildings of brick or h e  camtnretion. Many buildings constructed during this time 
period, especially in the early- to mid- twentierh century, are solid brick or solid concrete block 
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Arkansas County, Arkansas 
Corny and Stare 

construction, or at least present a veneer of brick, concrete, or stone. These commercial buildings vary in 
heighr based upon when and where they were constructed and the technology employed. The remaining 
Nineteenth & Twentieth-century commercial bui lhgs  remaining in Stuttgart are primarily one or two 
stories and are clad in brick or stucco, Some representative examples of this style that display interesting 
features or m a i n  relatively intact include: Fairbanks & Morse Co., I 22 S . Main (ARQ225); The Buerkle 
Building, 202 & 204 S. Main (AR0057); 205 S. Main (AR0227); 207 S. Main (AR0229); 218 S. Main 
(AR0237); 221 & 223 S. Main (AR0239); 307 S. Main (AR0244); Russell McCollum Building, 312 S .  
Main (AR0249); 3 13 S. Main (AR0250); 316 S. Main (AR0253); 324 8: 326 Main (AR0256); 401 S. Main 
(AR025E); 403 & 405 S. Main (AR 0259); 413 S. Main EAR0263); 1 10 S. Col tege (AR0278); and 202 S. 
College (AR0279). 

There are some commercial buildings in the district that display architectural embellishments indicative of other styles. There are 
also four other buildings withm the district bundaries that are non-commercial in nature: single dwelling, multiple dwelling. and 
government, all of which display architectural features associated with certain styles. 

Neo-Classical Rmival: hTeoclassical was a dominant style for buildings, speciGcally domestic buildings, 
throughout the f h t  half of the 2 0 ~  century. A full-height porch with roof supported by classical columns 
usually dominates the fmnt. Calumrrs typically haw Ionic or Corinthian capitals; pediments are often a 
prominent feature as are dentils. Symmew is also an important characmistic af Neoclassical Revid .  
Some examples of builhngs displaying remained interpretations of ths style are: 112 S. Main St. 
(AR0220); fieeland Hotel, 3d and Main S t s .  (AR0100/ NR Listed - 05/21/86); 415 S. Main St. (AR0264); 
and Arkansas County Courthouse -Northern District, Comer of 3' and S. College (AR0280). 

Faik Victorian: Folk Victorian is defined by the presence of Victwian decorative detailing w simple folk 
house forms, which are generally much less elaborate h n  zhe Victorian styles they attempt to emulate. 
This style was popular from the 1870s through the early twentieth century. In is u n h w  if the house at 
505 S. Maple St (AR0276) is an example of this since it has been covered in siding; however, in form it 
appears representative of Folk Victorian architecture. 

Jtalimate: The buildhgs at 1 10 S. Main S t  ( m 2  19); 2 10 8: 2 12 S. Main St. (AR023 1); and 2 16 S ,  Main 
St. (AR0235) display restrained characteristics of the Italianate style popularized in the early 2 0 ~  Century. 
I t  was a style primarily for archtect-designed Iandmarks in major memopolitan areas prior to W W  
~tmacular interpretations of the style spread widely with the perfection of mammy veneering techniques. 
Some characteristics include: symmetry, heavy brackets, hood m o l ~ g s ,  colonnaded entries, quoining, 
roofline parapet or b a l m d e ,  and rusticated first story. 

Art Deco: Geometric motifs such as decorative elements on the fapade, towers and other vertical 
projections that t h s t  above the roofline characterize Art Deco architecture. This styIe was popular during 
the 1920s through the 1940s. The Hastings Buildmg at 301 S. College ( b R 0 2 8  1) is an example of this 
style. 

American Foursquare: 
A sub-type of the Prairie Sryle, the American Foursquare is generally reserved primarily for residential 
architecture, It was popularized between 1900 and 2920. C h a r a c t d  by simple, square or rectangular 
plans; low-pitched hipped roofs; and symmemical facades. Two examples of this style are 315 S. Maple 
(AR0274) and 4 15 South Main Street (ARO264). 
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Spanish Revival or Spnish Eclectic: Most common in the southwestern staw, this style was mst popular 
from 19 15 through 1940. Spanish Revival is chasacterized by low-pitched d s ;  red tile roof coverings; 
decorative patterned tiles; one or more prominent arch= placed above a dmr at principal window, or 
beneath a porch m o t  wall s u h e s  are usually stucco with an asymmenical fagade. The only example of 
this style in the district is Standard ice Company, 5 17 hr. Main (AR00611 NR Listed - 07/CFU79). 

English Rwiwl or T d o c  SteepIy pitched mfs that are usualIy side-gabled, dominated by one or more 
prominent cross gables, top these houses. English Revival was popular from 1890 though the 1940s. A 
common features of tlus style of house is decorati1.e half-dmking and smcm often found in gable ends. 
Also characteristic of this style are tall narrow windows, usually in multiple groups with multi-pane 
glazing. On residential buildings, massive chimneys, commonly crowned by decorative chimney pots, 
adorn the roof. There is one example of &is style in in district, 1 L8 West 4* Street (AR0292). 

A Centennial publication, compild by Alexandra McCoy, Sturtgarf Arkansas 1880-1980 documents events and families that have 
shaped the development and histov of Smttgan. McCoy used the following resources: The Stuttaart Trade Jowllal; The Dailv 
W e r ,  Stuttgari Republican; G m d  Prairie Journal; G m d  Prairie News; The Dailv ~Zrkmcawyer; DaIv h d e r ;  
Arkansaver; Survev of Arkansas Game by Tmten Holder; Successful Waterfowling by Zac Taylor; Repinnhas of the Rice 
Industrv In .4rkansas by J. 13. Spicet; and the Encvcloaedia of .be t ican  Histom by Richard B. Morris. Ir is this resource that 
helps to document much of the growth and change of Stuttgart's commercial area. Below are some of the milestones that note 'the 
development of Srurtgan's h f m t ~ 1 c t u r e ~  

Completion of the Texas & St Louis Railway 
First priwtely owned phones are hooked up; constructian begins on the Arkansas Rim &had 
City cansmcts public pump and water trough at railroad uossing on Main 
First fire fighting equipment purchased for the city 
First electric light company incorporated under direction of Charles W i l l i a m ;  caIled alternately Stuttgart 
Water and Elecric Light Company and Electric Lights and Water Works Company 
Smugart's first ~lephane Company established (2 1 2 E. 2* St) 
City installs elecmc carbon-ark hghting system to b u m  until midnight 
City Council grants h c h i s e  to Stungart Oil and Gas Co., Phillip Kseutzer, pres., to Jay pipes for city gas in 
Sruttgart a m  
First sewer lines are laid; privies begin to disappear 
Construction of sidtwatb begins and house n m h r s  are implemented (mail can now be 
delivered to home addresses) 

4 ~ n h c t u r c s  ae usually defined the underlying bxic  buildings. institutions and facilities or other amr ia l  eIements that lue 
necessary to sustain and enable growth and development of a community. Larimer (1 994) spealcrs ofthe underlying foundation or framework of 
basic services, facilities and institutims upon which he growth and development of an m, community or a system depend. [nformation in the 
timeline is from the following sources. Ewoud Verhoef, A Short Literamre S u m q  obout Infmrfmcrure Dq'iniriom, 
ht~:J/~v.fnfr;lstructures.~udelRnl tinhdefhtrnl; Mrs. Billy J. Burkett "Counci I Records Tmce History of Fire Depanmenk" The Stuttean 
Standard, 1 O c t o k  1470 [hmici Club Historical Collection, Stuttgart Public Library, Subj. File: FIRE]; 'City Engineer Gives Damage, Sp.eet 

: aprovemmts Top Priority," ShlrtnanDailv Leader, 1967 [Amici Club Historical Collmion, Smttgart Public Library, Subj. File: LTILITIES]; 
"Goiden I-iarvmt: A Cut Above the Rest,'Ttuctunart City Ma&ne: 2006 Visitor's Guide to the C~Q, [201)6), pg. 42. 
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Stuttgart becomes eo-county seat 
Paclng of Main Street from the railroad south to 6& Street 
Stuttgart City Hospital Opens (50 1 S. Main - no longer extant) 
Extensive road improvement by the Northern Road Improvement Ihstrict 
Harvey Couch installs Arkansas Light & Power Company receiver allowing Sturtgart's citizens to hear 
broadcasting from KDK.4, Pinsburgh, as well as Denver and Pine Bluff 
t-hghway 3, which eclipses Stuttgart ta the nosth, is decommissioned and part of new Arkansas Highway 79 
Giving an economic boost to the community, Stung& Army Air Field is built as a min engine advanced flying 
school 
Street, gutter & sidewalk improvements downtoun 
Sixlugart Bypass connecting Highway 63 to Highway 165 completed for 3.2 million 
dollars 

The development of transportation and wansportation related services d k d y  influenced Smttgart's growth and deveIopmmt 
Ou~ide of the horse md buggy, the fmt mode of transportation to really impact Shltrgm was the train, which first arrived in 
August of 1883, with the completion of the Texas & St. Louis Railway, The Texas & St. Louis Railway connected markets in 
Texas, Arkansas and Missouri; it was a narrow 3-foot gauge railroad used mostly for shipping cotton. The second railroad that 
connected Stutrgart to towns nearby was the Smttgart and Arkansas R v e r  Railroad Company (S&AR); it was esrablished in 1889. 
This railroad stretched from Stuttgart to DeWia and h m  DeWitt to Leslie's Corner (renamed Gdlem). Shortly after the turn of 
the century, in 1903, the first automobile came to Smttgart and by 1910, they were becoming more popular and prevalent. This in 
turn wauld eventually lead to the paving of the streets in ahe downtown area. In I9 16, Main Street was paved from 'the railroad 
south zo 6" Street (this is the length of the proposed district), costing 54,500.00. This improvement occurred under the direction of 
Clydc Pettit, L.W. Morphewand H.E Rhodes. Rhodes fumtshed the concrete at cost aspan of hs civic duty. In 1920, the 
Northern Road hprovement District of Arkansas County began an extensive road improvement program at an estimated cost of 
S3,346,860.00. With the improvement of roads and &e proliferation of the automobile, came the need for gas stations. The first 
drive-irt filling station opened in 192 1 at 4h and College. la an attempt to beautify Main Street, in 1945, the Garden Club replaced 
all of the shade trees lining the sweet. In 1947, the contract was let for the paving of Highway 79 from Stuttgart southwest to 
Wabbaseka. 

INTEGRITY 
Stuttgm" hstmic commercial area has survitd numerous disasters including: the 1888 Fire that destroyd several buildings 
along Main Street, as well as other random fires throughout the years; the 1 927 R o d  that brought heavy rains and rising warn to 
the count% and tornados, such as the one in 1928 and 1942 that caused damage. Yet the majority of the buildings have withstood 
the test of man, time and Mother Nature-. The Stuttgart Commercial fistwic District is a cohesive group of bulldings that 
maintain the integrity needed to convey heir architectural and historic significance. These buildings possess integriry of location 
and serting as b y  still possesses their original setbaclcs and configurations. The buildings, which contribute to the district's 
significance, are still true to their originaI design displaying the hismric materials wed in their construction as well as the attention 
to detail that validates the worlmanshrp displayed when built. The buildings continue to maintain their integrity of association as 
they have continuously been used as places of commerce, as we11 as politicat and social gatherings and residences. The buildings 
serve as a reminder of how Stuttgwt has evolved with the times, whle staymg true to its origud design, Although the town has 
changed in appearance from its 1878 establishment, the exmnt buildings still convey a mid-twentieth century ambience. 
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SUMMARY 
Located in ArZcansas County in Askamas' Grand Prairie Region among world-renown rice fields, is the self-pmlaimed duck 
capital of the world, Stuttgart. Throughout the yeass, much of Srungart's political, economic and agnmlmal activity has taken 
place in the downtown area that comprises proposed historic districr The Stuatgm Commercial Historic District is comprised 
of 76 m u r c e s ;  43 (59%) contributing resources and 30 (4 1%) nonconPibuting resources. Three of the buildings are listed in the 
Kational Register of Historic Places: Arkansas County Courthouse (Torrhm District), 11-20-92; Riceland Hotel, 5-21-86; and 
Standard Ice Company Building, 07-02-79. The dlsmct is being nominated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic 
Piaces, with local significance, under Criteria A and C, with a period of significance spanning 1889 to 1957. 

ELABORATION 
Grand Prairie 
In order to understand Stuttgart's Mstory, one must f~st a ~ h o w l d g e  the importance of h e  Grand Prairie to this region and how 
it shaped the settlement and development of Stuttgart, Arkansas. Arkansas County itself has a long and interesting history; it 
initially covered what is now the state of Arlcansas. Arkansas Post was the first whte settlement in h e  state of Arkansas, 
established in 1686; it was located in the southernmost part of what comprises present-day Arkansas ~ounty. '  Arkansas County, 
in conjunction with Prairie, Monroe and Lonoke counties, lies in what is known as the Grand Prairie. Prior to settlement, the 
h d  Prairie ecosqstern c o v e d  approximarely 900,000 acres, with 320,000 acres consisting of tall grass prairie. Based on 
limited idormation from soil surveys and diaries of early settlers, ecologists believe that forest comprised 64% of the prairie and 
grasslands comprised the remaining 36% This would have provided a varied landscape far settlers consisting of prairie, wetlands, 
and a mix of forest types. According to a publication by the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, as early as the 1830s, records indicate immigrants were crossing the Mississippi River by ferry, some of which 
were settling in the Grand Prairie. However, at this time, most of the prairie lands were not farmed due to the difficulty of 
growing mon crops in the clay-based soil. Small patches of forest were cleared and farmed near towns, but the total area cleared 
was mall. Up until the late 1800s, the major industries on prairie lands were gmmg and haying, both of whcb impacted the 
prairie LO some degree. By the end of the nineteenth centllry farmers from Illiwis, Missouri, Iowa, and Indiana began settling 
areas of the Grand Prairie. Many of these fmm were Czech and German immigrants, bringing with them "prairie agriculture" 
based on oats, corn and dahying. These farmers began plowing the gmslands thus further perpetuating the c h g e  ofthe 
prairie's pre-settlement appearance. Adam Buerkle caned out an existence in h s  prairie in 1878, when he and a group of 
German immigrants settled in proximity to present-day ~ r u t t ~ a r l . ~  

Stuttgart: Late Nineteenth Century Establishment and Development (1878-1900) 
Local historians attribute Reverend Adam Euerkle as bemg the founder of present-day Stuttgart in 1878; however, it wasn't untiI 
almost ten years later, in 1887 that the "town" of Stuttgm began to grow and prosper under the auspices of Colonel Thomas H. 
Leslie and his brother. In 1878, Reverend Adam Buerkle and a group of German immigrants left Woodville, Oho, by train and 
traveled to CarIisle, Arkansas. Buerkle, along with 65 immigrants, 17 of which were htheran ministers, then m d e d  south by 
ox teams to the Timms plantation Prior to the trip, Buerkle had purchased the Tirnms Plantation (also icnown as the preCivi1 

- -  - --  

'Godspeed Publishing Co., Biosaahical and Historical Memoirs of Eastern Arkansas, (1.890, reprint 1978), 632; 'The Train to Gillett, The 
Stutttgwt and Arkansas Railroad," 'lhe Grand Prairie Historical Societv BulFetio (April 19821, 14 [Amici Club Historical Collection, Stuttgart Public 
L i b r q ,  Subj. File: RAILROAD]. 

I 'The Grand Prairie Is an unusual feature within the Mississippi River Delta as prairies are considered to be more typical of dry climates. 
The Grand Prairie by contmt is abundantly watered, rezeiving an avAge ofjust over 50 inches of rainfall per year. The soils of the Grand Prairie do 
not allow rainwat~r to penetrate far and don't provide much water to plants, which made early fanning dificulg however, It would Later prove 
'beneficial to rice farmas af~m the turn of the 2oLb century. Arkansas Natural Haimge Commission. 'The Grand Prairie of Arkansas: Past. Present & 
Future," pg. I ,?,  14-15. 
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War ''Gum Pond Plantation"), which was between 7,700 and 1 1,000 acres in size, depending on the source com!ted. One year 
later, in Ocrober of 1879, the rest of the B u ~ k l e  f m i l y m i v e d  with the second group of German settlers consisting of 
approximately 16 families. Buerkle sold half of hs plantation to the colonists and kept the other half for his family.3 

After the arrival of the second group of wIonists, Buerkle organized the EmanueI Evangelical Luthwan Church in his threestory 
home overloolung Gum Pond. On 30 April 1880, Buedde established the fmt post office and named it "Smugart" after his home 
in Germany, AIso in 1880, Buerkle started the fvst schooI, whch was located at the Mitchell Plantation Two years later, in 
1882, the first scbmlhouse was constructed for 5200.00 (located on present-day Main Street Setween 4' and 6'$ streets). The next 
big event occurred in August of 1883, wih tbe completion of the Texas & St, Louis Railway (also known as the Paramore 
Railway as it was a venture spearheaded by Texan, James W. Paramore whose Arkansas cohort was Samuel W. Fordyce). The 
Texas & St. Louis Railway connected markets in Texas, Arkansas and Missouri; it was a narrow 3-foot gauge sail used mostly for 
shpping cotton. The Arkansas portion of the track went from Texarkana to Camden, Camden m Pine Bluff, Pine BIuff to 
Clarendon, Clarendon m Jonesboro, and Jonesboro to Birds Point, MO? The Pine Bluff to Clamdon segment did not pass 
through Buerkle's Gum Pond Plantation. where the original post ofice was located, but it did pass though land adjacent to the 
plantation that Buerkle still owned. It was near the tracks that Buerkle emblished the second site for the post office by building a 
small shack and posting a sign that said "Stuttgart". The post office became a stop oa the railway and established the present-day 
site of Shlttgart (the o f k e  was on tbe west side ofpresent-day Main Street, immediately north across the railroad tracks, 
approximately two miles southeast of Buerkle's plantation site of the first past ofice).' 

In 18 84, a land company was organized and SUIveyors platted the town of Stuttgart; two of the original surveyors were L. R 
Morse and W.T. Eaton. However. little growth or development occurred outside of the occasional church ox business 
establishment. Beginning in 1886, the publication of the earliest known newspaper, the Grand Prairie Journal, occurred. However, 
it wasn't until the following year, with the arrival of Coloml Thomas R Leslie and lns brother Henry, that the town b l y  began to 
develop and prosper.6 Tbe Leslie brothers mo\w! their families to Shrttgart from the southern part of the county named Leslie's 
Comer (now present-day Gillett). An article in the Arkansas Gazette, 1 3 March 18 89. states the following: 

It was not until the spring of 1887 when T.H. Lcstie located in Stungart that our little city, Queen of the 
Prairie, gave evidence a€ becoming a city noted for its commercial and educationdl enterprise. Leslie 
started the Grand Prairie Real Estate Exchange let it 't>e said that their efforts have been instrumental in 
Iocating hundreds of the bcst families in the world on our fertile land.' 

'~ennie F m f e l t e r  Burkett 'Une Hundred Years on the Grand Prairie: A Pictorial History of Stungart, Arkansw" (Stutrgart: Stuttgart 
Ageicultml Mumm, 1980; reprint 1995); .41exandra McCoy, "Stuttgart Arkansas 1880-1980" [Amici Club Historical Collection, Stuttgart Public 
Library, Subj. F i l e  SEWSPAPERS]. 

40rigidly organized as the Texas and St. Louis Wlway in 1879, the rail-y was reorganized as the St, h i s ,  Arkansas & Texas Railway 
in 18% md reorganized once again in 1889 as the St..Louis Southwestern (SSW) Railway, and nicknamed dw Cotton Belt. In 1925, the Cotton Belt 
came under the control of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad (Rock Island Lines); rhen in  1930, the Southern Pacific filed an application for 
acquisition d acquired he Cotton Belt by 1933. The History: St. Louis Southwesfem Railway. www-~eoci ties.mlllrTheTropicc1S IW!c belthtml; 
BIockIonds Rarlroad Histov, www.backlandsnitmad mmJBLK-Paew'About~Histo~~~historv.hrm1; and 'The Train to Gillear," pgs. 9-1 1. 

6UeW "Stuttgarz Arkansas 1880-1980;" Bennie Fmwnfelter Burkett, ''History o f h n d  Avenue United Methodist Church, 1887-1989. " 
(Stuttgart: Standard Printing Company), pg. 8. 

78urkett, "History of Grand Avenue United Methodist Church," 8-9. 
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According to local historian Bennie Burket~ fie Leslie brathers organized and advertised the Grand Prairie Real Estate Exchange. 
Although the railroad had been passing though the area since 1 883, it wasn't untd 1 8 87 h a t  these two entrepreneurs began to 
u t h e  the d o a d  to accomplish a common goal . . . tbe settIement of an area. Since railroad companies had received substantial 
land grants from h e  federal government in the 1870s and IgSOs, the railroad companies had an interest in seeing the land settled 
and cultivated so as to increase made and shipping, oftentimes the railroads sponsored newspaper tours of the state. The Leslie 
brothers utiltzed the railroad to send Id agents to the Midwest to offer people free travel by rain to Stuttgart to see what the 
Grand Prairie had to offer. h d  agents met the incoming trains and the '"oig sell" began. 

Possessing an entreprenetuid spirit, in addition to founding the Real Estate Exchange, the Lxlslies' built a large h e  hotel (on 
the site of the present-day Ricelaad Hotel). Also, Thomas Leslie became president of Stut~gart's first bank, the Arkansas County 
Banking Company (which later closed in the 2890s). The Leslies' recognized the importance of zhe railroad and in 1889, they 
founded he  Stuttgart and M a n s a s  River Railroad Company (S&AR). In collaboration with Francis M. Gillett of New York City 
(who provided the total cost of S250,000, one locomotive and two passenger cars) the Eesl~w' built a railroad from Stutzgart to 
DeWin and from DeWitt to Lnslie's Corner (renamed Gillett). However, within a few months after opening for business, the 
S&AR's debt exceeded its earning capacity, and n receiver - the Cotton Belt's S. W. Fordyce - uns appointed by the banlauptcy 
court on 27 January 1893. Seven years later, on 3 J m u q  1901, the line was sold to the Cotton Belt in order to settle claims of 
creciitorsB 

By the end of she 1880s, many people were moving to the area each week On 5 August 1 889, citizens petitioned to have the town 
imrpotattd and the people elected Colonel Bob Crocken (one of Davy Crockett's grandsons) as the first mayor. Education was 
also given a place of impomce in 1889, as a new two-~toq schoolhouse was constnicted on LRslie Street ( b e e n  3rd nnd 4th 
Streets) to replace the original one-story schoolhouse. Stuttgart College (located at 15'" and College Streets) also opened its doors 
in 1889 as a four-year institution. The first city census of 1890, reports Stuttgart's population as being 1,165 residents? 

During h e  1890s, Smngart continued to grow and prosper. Primarily an agricultural-based economy, the town a~ernpted to 
diversify and bring more modenHd  amenities to the tovin. The following ardcle in the 1895 issue of the Stunpart Free Press. 
written by editor W. D. Matthews, describes rhe town as follows: 

Stuttgart is dl tight. Why? Because of its elegant location in the center of the: open prairie country. 
Because it has a good start, and has passed the experimental stage. Because it is made up of an enterprising 
cIass of people, with up to date ideas. whose ambitions and hopes mn in the same chaaael and that c h m e l  
is the upbuilding of the city, rhe encouragement of all classes of enterprises, and at the same time not losing 
sight of the interests of tbe mounding counby, upon w%ich it is dependent for success. Because it already 
has a fair name as a clean town - clean saeets, clean buildings, clean men, women and childrea Because 
its brick burldings are of a good grade - brick business blocks being modern and commodious size. 
Because it is an educational center, with graded schools and a complete college. Because it is nor cursed 
with saloons. Because it already has exeellent railroad facilities with prospects for better. For these 
'%ecauses" and numerous others we feel justified in repeating that Stuttgart is all right and is getling righter 
evesyday, ... At t b  time every building including residences, is occupied md many new ones are in the 
c o m e  of constsuction. There is no boom. The growth is hdthy and just Ticeeps up with the comw. 
There is room for investment and businesses, particularly in the line of manufacture. It is impossible to go 

'lbid.; William D. Baker, "Historic Railmad Depots of Arkansas, 1870-1 940," Fttle R d :  Arkansas Histosic Presffvation Program), pg. 
9; 'The History: St. touis Southwestern Railway," w.aeocities.com?The Trmicdgl Wc helt.html . 

"Stuttgan, Arkansas, 1 890- 1980.' 
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into details relative to the town, its people and its business. We h o w  that we have a good town and are 
proud of it and invite inspection, believing that if you want a home. Tn a southern town, where the s o c i q  is 
excellent. religious and educational privileges are h t  class, there being churches of nearly every 
denomination, you will stop with us. lo 

A promotional booklet published in 18 92,l ists the following business in S tuttgart: 

The business concerns of Stuttgart are thirty in number, about Mf of  them menliandisers, handling, not a 
miscallanmus stock as in most s d l  rown, bur. as groceries, diy g d s ,  etc., as she case may be. Redd & 
Whaley, groceries, 5. 1. Porter & Ca., lumber, and Mahle & g:'Ehompsw, hardware, are leading concerns. 
The manufacturing wncems are the electric light plant, under conaact to light the city for a tern of years; 
Henry Rod's brick yard: Savage Bro."[sc.] Bear State Lumber and Planning Mils [sic.]; a hard wood 
mill; B. D. Hurd's large foundry and implement works; the Stuttgart Creamery, B. Reinsch manager; a 
carriage factory; and harness works. There is room for mare than these, and ample encouragement would 
be afforded a four mill, a ice works, stave mill or a conon oil works.'] 

In 1895, the city constructed the f i t  public pump and water mugh at the railroad crossing on Main. In 1897, several 
businessmen including H. E. Rhoda, W. S. GettIe, J. I. Porter, D. L. Cramer and J, T. W l i t e  organized and incorporated the 
Stuttgart Telephone Company. Also in 1897, Charles WilPiamson incorporated the first elecfric light company, which was 
alternately called Stuttgart Water and Electric Light Company or EIectrjc Lights and Warn Works Company. In 1899, the city 
installed an electric carban-arc lighting system. The 19'century closed with Stuttgart thriving as a small, self-sufficient town.12 

Stnttgart: Twentieth Century Progress (1900-6956) 
Throughout the 2 0 ~  Century, Smttgart experienced he pains that small towns and cities all over the United States experienoed in 
regards to WWI, the Great Depression, \m, epidemics, and natural disasters all of which affected the town's people. However, 
there were otha factors occurriag l d y  during the 20" Century wodd more visibly shape the economic and political growth 
and development of Sruttgart as a city, he first of these being the division of Arkansas County into two districts in 1913. Ths 
division made Stuttgart a co-county seat boasting of its own courthouse, thus also making the town a political, center for the 
northern pan of Arkansas County, since roads were still primitive, making travel dificult. Other lafiuences that significantly 
shaped the economic growth 9nd social development of the t o m  Include: railroad expansion, amid of the automobile, road 
improvements, rice farming, and duck callingltourism. 

" W. D. Manhews, "Queen City of the Grand Prairie," S n r t t m  Free Press, 29 August 1895. 

I " "Co~clusian of Railroad Booklet," The S w t t  Standard, 2 September 1971 [Amici Club Historid Collectjwr, Stuttgart Public Library, 
Subj. FiFe: RAELROAD]. 

" M K Q ~ ,  " Stuttgart, Arkansas, 1890-1 950"; Bmkett, "One Hundred Years an the Grand Prairie"; C. N. Davis, "55 Ywrs of Phone Histoiy 
Background Dial Installation,'" Dailv Leader, 13 Septemk 1952 [Arnici Club Historid Colleaion, Sturtgart Pubtic Libmy, Subj. File: UTILITIES]. 
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The first railroad to impact Stuttgm u.as the Texas & St. Louis 
M w a y  in 1883. The Texas & St. Louis Railway was a namw 3- 
foot gauge railroad used primarily for shipping conon. Is connected 
markets in Texas, Arkansas and Missouri; the Arkansas portion of 
the track went from Texarkana to Camden, Camdw to Pine Bluff, 
Plne Bluff m Clarendon, Clarendon to Jonesboro, and Jonesboro to 
Birch Point, MO. By the 1920s, several railroad companies were 
servicing Arkansas County the Cotton Belt Railway, operating 
between St Louis and Texas; the Little Rock. Gillett. Stuttgart and 
Aazen branch lines, also part of the Cotton Belt Railway; and 
portions of the Rock Island Railmad and the M~~souri  Pacific 
Railroad also serviced portions of the county. Stungart was home 
to two rain depots, the Cotton Belt Passenger Station and the Rock 
Island Passenga Station. There k a reference to the Cotton Belt 
Station in 1 890 that srates "Travelers catch mule-driven streetcar 
b v e n  by Sam Suter, at Cotton Belt Station and ride wooden-railed 
track south to 2"d, w 5 t  to Main, south through business district to 
4'h.,. ," Based on this excerpt, it appears tha t  the first Cotton Belt 
depot was seplaced by a secad in 191 E, design4 in the Mission 
Revival Style (destroyed in the 1980s), In a bcwsklet, published 
circa 1887, there is a drawing of a depot titled 'Vnion Depo~'" that 
resembk the depot most recently known as the Rock Island 
Passenger Station (no longer extant) . 1 3  

We to the fact that the roads auly were impassable until road 
improvement projects in the 1 920s, the rrain connected the people 
and the products of Shltrgart to other places and markets. To the 
left, is a schedule for the St Louis Southwestern R d m y  
Company- the Liittle Rock to Gilktt Line - published in 1918.'4 

The railroad opened up Arkansas County to other markm around 
the state and surrounding states, F i t  in the shipment of hay, ht, 
oats and other craps and Iatw to rice, the crop rhar would forever 
impact Stuttgm and establish her stam as the rice gawing capital 
of the world. 
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'3'The History: St. Louis Southwmem Railway, " www.n~ties.co~eTmics. '8  1 W/c bel~html ;  " Blacklands Railroad History: A 
short History of the Northeast Texas Rural Tranqmrtation District and he Bl acldands Railroad," www. back landsmilroad,~~m!BLR- 
P a & . 4 b o u ~ i s t o ~ h i s t o ~ ~ . h ~ l ;  and 'The Train to Gill-" 9-1 1; McCoy "Snittgart Arkansas. 1890-1 980;" "Due South aver the Cotton Belt 
Route," (Cotton Belt Railway, 1 B92), pg. 64 [Arnici Club Historical Collection, Sattgart Public Library, Subj. File: BCSINESS-EARLY YEARS]. 

'"'~ookle Relam History of Business Firms in Couny,'' Stu~eart Standard, 8 August 1974 [Amici Club Historical Collection, Stuttgart 
Public LibraryI Subj. File: BUSWESS-EARLY YEARS]; The Train to Gillett," pa. 14. 
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Automobilfload 
Improvements 
Just as the railroad made 
transportation more convenient 
and Stuttgart more accessible, so 
too did the automobile. In 1903, 
the fisst automobiles made their 
appearance in Stungart Art 
Tindall purchased a 1903 
Oldsmobile and LDuis Thellman 
purchased n one-cylinder Brush 
Electric car. The earliest 
ordinance on the b o o b  
regarding automobiles is a 1909 
Ordinance, Ordinance 86, which 
states, "Yo automobile, 
locomobile, mumrcycle or other 
horseless vehicles propelled by 
steam or other motor power shall 
be propelled at a greater speed 
than 10 miles per hour within the 
city limits. Said vehicles must 
be equipped with lanterns or 
other lights when sun at night." 
By 1910, there were 
approximately 60 automobiles in 
Stuttgart and the surrounding area. 1909 -East side o f y a i a  Street at  and Main. 

With the automobile, came the Photo Iocated in the Amici Collection at the Stuttgart Public Library 

need for road improvements. ' 
In 1920, the Nonhern Road Improvement District of Arkansas County began and extensive road improvement program at an 
estimated cost of 53,345,860.00. At tlus time, Stuttgart was located along Highway 3, which was replaced in 1935 by U.S. 
Highway 79, the major thoroughfare h a t  passes through Stuttgart. Today, hghways leading ta and from Stuttgm include U.S. 
H~ghways 165 and 79 and Arkansas Highwy 1 land 1 76.16 

Rice Fuming 
Just as the auromobile would forever change h e  counuy, the crop that would forever change Stuttgart and the Grand Prairie was 
first planted shortly afier the tun of the century.. . rke. While much of Arkansas was trylag to capitalize an their mineral assets 
and the lumber indwstry was systematically moving through tbe forests, rice was being planted on the &and prairie.l7 Accordmg 
to state historian HollyHope, W. H. Fuller first tried unnrccessfully to establish rice in Lomke County usiug his observatiom of a 

'5"Ford's Model T Comcs to Sruttgart," The Stuatgart StandardJ2 August 197 1 [Amiei Club Historical Colltction, Stuttgart Public Library, , Subj. File: AUTOMOBILE]. 

'"'hkansas Highways? ~Jknwiki~iaorglwikil.~ansas_HighwayY3 

""Enviror~rnmt," uw.enc~~lop~iaoF~kan~~net'enwclo~ia~m~-d~~il.~~ps~?~carch=1 &entrvID=390. 
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mop in Louisiana; however, he did not produce he desired results. Fuller hen spent four years studying and observing the 
Southwest Louisiana rice indusuy in order to achietv better and greater rice yield. Whle Fuller was awax his brother-in-law 
John Morris, experimented with rice in the Carlisle area, Morris is amiuted with being the me arbiter of successful rice growth 
on the GrandPtairie as he was able to cultivase an entire twenty-aere stand africe planted in 1903. In  1904, FulIer r ewed  to - and persuaded Lonoke County businessmen to give him 5 1,000 if he wuld successfilIy cultivate 75 acres of rice and 
turn out 35 bushels per acre, whch he rvas able to do. I s  

By 1905, farmers had planted four hundred and fifty acres of rice on the Grand Prairie in the clay-based soil that held water and 
nwrished rice mps. The potential for raising and selling a successful crop, drew many people to the Grand Prairie. Real-estate 
Agents traveled westward serving as sponsors for excursion trains that would escort potential buyers h e  of charge to the Prairie 
to view the a d a b l e  land. In 1907, the Rice Experiment Station was started and a new rice mill was built to accommo&te the 
rice being raised in the area The mill nened a profit of $16,000 during its fmt season. In 1909, the Rice Growers' Associsrion of 
Arkanw was establiished to protect and inform industry providers. During WWE, America became a key supplier of r ice for 
AlIied armies and the military. In the boom years during WWI, the price of rice for the consumer had risen commensurate with 
the higher prices paid to the farmer, which translated to increased prices in the stores, leading to decreased public demand. In 
1909, to celebrate the importance of rice to the community, Stungart held irs first Rice Carnival. An article in the Arkansas 
Gazette, 15 Qctobw 1924 said, "The sixth annual Rice Carnival opened at Stuttgan with more than 5.000 visitors present." 
Hating become an annual event in 19 18, rice ~ e m i n f d  a1 the heart of the community.'9 

According to Hope, in 192 1, the Arkansas Rice G r o w '  Co-operative Association was famed as a result of producer's 
un-inty about their future earnings. The association formed a nm-stock codpwative that required every fanner who brought 
in rough rice to sign a membership agreement, The assmiation would mill the rice and sell it through brokers and agents. The 
&sociation initially leased mills but by the mid-1920s they had purchased dl of the d s  in Smngart, Wheatley and Deuitt. 
After a 1929 mstructul.ing m the benefit ofthe farmers, the Association began a successful future (which has endured to the 
present under the legal name Riceland Foods). Also of importance, m 1925, Clyde Peuit established the world's f i t  seed 
laboratory in the old Searan Feed Mill (123 North College Street) under management of Jim Stoth, h s  later became Pioneer Seed 
Company. By the 1 940s, small farms were beiog replaced by large farms, many as large as 1,000 acres. Shortly after the end of 
W I I  (19451, soy't>eans were i n d u c e d  to the Grand Prairie, A. R Thorell and Jake Ham,  Sr., introduced soybeans to the 
prairie farmers as another resource of ~ C O M ~ ;  however, it wasn't mtil h e  ~mplcmentation of combines and dryen that the 
soybean crop became suocessful, although the rice crop still prevailed.m Rice conmues t~ be a staple ofthe Stuttgm community, 
as well as much of the world, as the Grand Pmirie remains the world's largest rice producer. 

Duck Clrllin@ourism.- 
The intrduction of rice to fie Grand Prairie would evenmI1y enhance the area's potential as a waterfowl venue since Stuttgart is 
located in the Mississippi Flyway near the mtandaing Arkamas and White r i m .  The Bayou Meto and several lakes make the 

18 Holly Hope, "Get Down rhe Shovel and the Hoe: Cotton and Rice Farm History and Architecture in the Arkansas Delta, 1 9W1955" 
(Arkansm Historic Preservation Program), pgs. 4648; ''Arkan= Prairie Turns Out to Be lust Right for Rice," The Arkansa News (Old Statehouse 
Publication - Fall 1997, pg. 7 .  

'PThe first reference I find to the Ftice Carnival is 1909, however, it may not have beaomc an nnnuaI event until 19 19. McCoy, "Stwtgart, 
b k m ,  1880-1 930"; Hope, "Get Down the Shovel and h e  H w "  pgs. 62-63; 'The Sixth Annual Rice Carnival Opened at Stuagm with more &an 
5,000 Visitors Present" Arkansas F m e ,  15 O c t o k  1924, www.o!dstatehouse.aotdedu~ti~)na~ pro~ramdc~asmdarkansas news. 

%ope, "Get Down the Shovel and he Hoe," 62-63; B u r k a  "One-Hundred Years an the Grand Prairie"; McCoy, "Stuttgq Arkansas, 
1880-1980". 
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Stung* region &at much more inviting to waterfowl. Until the adtmt of drying facilities, W t e d  rice was left to dry in the 
fields, drawing waterfow-1 in great: mmbm to feed, Even atill, ducks and other waterfowl arrive in the fall to feed on the 
remnants of rice left in the fields. In 1936, the first World's Championship Duck Calling Contest was held as part of the Rice 
C a r n i d  Three men are credited with the idea of the contest: Dr. R.V. Glenn, Vern Tindall and Thad Mdollum. The primary 
goals of the contest were to bring visitors to Stuttgan and to develop cornpetion. The Erst natianaI duck caIling contest ocwred on 
Main Street indowntown Stuttgarl on 24 November 1936. Seventeen contestants entered the contest, with Thomas Walsh of 
Greenville, Mississippi, being selected as the first championship duck caller. Walsh won a hunting mat valued at S6.60; today 
the prize package is worth approximately $1 5,000.00. Smttgan became a place where famous people came during duck season, 
many of which wouId stay at the Riceland Hotel (built 1929/AR0100). The Hotel became the hub of duck hunting in Stuttgart, a 
place where all of the guides would meer Many celebrities stayed in the Riceland Hotel whle engaging in the hunt including: 
actors Andy Dwine, Firallace Bery, Robert Taylor and Rod Cameron; baseball player Ted WilIiams; publishmg giants Joseph 
Pulitzer, Ray Long, J i m  Quirk; cartoonist Bud Fisher; indurn  leaders Cluett of Clueit-Peabody, and New York Jeweler Ptere 
Cartier. Begh ing  in 1955, every five y e m  the Champion of Champions Duck Cdling Contest is held in Stuttgm In 1957, the 
Queen Mallard Pageant made its debut. The Duck Calling Contest is now part of the Wings Over the Prairie Festival held each 
year. The festival has received national attention as hunters come from both ntar and far ro participate not only in zhe Duck 
Calling Contest but also to hunt migratorq- birds. On 28 September 1996 the United State Senate passed a resoluti~a to designate 
Samrday, 30 Kovanber 1996. as National Duck Calling Day, the day in which the contest is held in Stutrgart. * "  

I n  C o n c l ~ ~ ~ i o n :  
The above-referenced events are some of h e  more lcrcally defining events that occurred in Smttgart's history that shaped the 
growth and social and economic development of the town. Events of national significance also impacted Stutrgart as briefly 
described in thc following narrative. After the enrrance of the Wnited States in to WWI, the town's fmt recruits were housed at 
the Fairchild home on Main Street. D u m p  the war h e  local Red Cross requested housewives save peach pits that would be 
pulverized to be used as absorht. filters in gas masks. During the Great Depression, New Deal Programs that impacted Stuttgarr 
included the Farm Credit Act, the Commodity Credit Corporation, and !be Agricultural adjustment Act. After the United States 
entered M I ,  Lhe Federal Government bought rice farms north of the city for a large arm?? Airbase, which b m g h t  many military 
families to the which in turn helped lo jump-start the economy. Prairie farmers planted rice on every piece of groved that 
they could attend; G~rman war prisoners were even shipped to the airbase to help out with the rim harvest. Duriag WWIS, 52 
soldiers from Arkansas County lost their lives. After the war, the airfield was deeded to the city for private use. Accordrng to 
Census Records. the two greatest periods of grouzh, occumng w i t h  a twtnfy-year span, mcumd between 1900 and 1920 with 
an increase of 3 J H  people and between I940 and 1960 with an increase of 4,033 people. To date, the Grand Prairie is the 
world"s leading rice producer and shnm up h e  state's economy with major crops. Stutrgart's Riceland continues to be the 
world's largest processor of rice. Stuttgart's historic Iegacy is rich and it is seeped in tradition, which allows Shlttgart to call 
itselfthe rice and duck capital of the world. 22 

SIGNIFICANCE 
The Stuttgm Commercial Historic Disrrict is k ing  nominated to h e  National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for 
the events that have occurred within the town, specifically the commercial area, that contribute to a better understanding of local 
hstory and broader patterns of hstory. It is also being nominated under Criterion C for its architecture hat reflects a type, 

Z E " ~ ~ ~ k  and Rice are S t a p h  i n  Stuttgar!," h t te : i ~www. f indar t i c l~ .c~n~~~ar t i c~~rn i  aa367Slis 200510lai n 257053 19; ''Ow 60 Y e  of 
* 

Duck Calling History (Reprinted from the 3996 Sportsman Guide)," ww duckcalFas.ore/60 ~;ears.html ; "104" Congress, 2d Sesion, S. RPS. 305: 
To Designate Saturday, November 30, 1996, as 'National Duck Calling Day'." ww.~hornas.loc.~ov~c~i-bid~u~/z~c 104:S.+Res.-305 ; 
Tucker, "In Heyday, Riceland was Hub o f  Celebrity Action," The Daily Leader Tele-T~mes, 16 May 1550 [Amici Club H~s:orical C n f l d o n ,  
Stungart Public Library, Subj. File: HUELS]. 

Butken, "One Hundred Yeam on the Grand Prairie"; "Golden Hmes t: A Cut kbve the w' 42. 
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period, and ar m&od of construction. SettIed in 1878, and surveyed in 1884, Stuttgart has served as a co-county seat since 191 3. 
The early gmwth of the town centered on Main Street and the railroad, a portion of whrch lies just norib of the northern most part 
of the &strict's boundary. Many of the families that remain in Stuttgart, some of whch still oun businesses or buildings in tirz 
downtown area, are descendants of the early settlers. The 76 resources w i t h  the proposed commercial district are signscant 
because they are the best representation of Stuttgart's mmmercial, political and social historv, and archtectural syles. The 
cunsmction dares of these buildings range h m  1889 to 1957, with 1889 being he construction date of the oldest h o w  
building, the Thompson Buzlding (AR0210), and 1957 being &e cutoff date for those buildings deemed historic. The buildings 
within the district are primarily representative of commercial architecture, though some buildings display architectural elemenrs 
associated with Folk Victorian, American Four-squate, Ttalianate, Ne~lassical ,  Spanish Revival, English Revival and An Deco 
styles. I t  is with local significance lhat the Smttgan Comercia1 Historic District is being norniuated to he National Register of 
Historic Places under Criteria A and C. 
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Satellite Image of South Main Street, Stuttgart, Arkansas as seen on Google Ear th  
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