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SUMMARY 

The Paragould Downtown Commercial Historic Diswict i s  located in the hean of Paragwld and encompasses the historic 
intersecrion of rwo competing railroad lines which led to the town's founding. There are 90 buildings within the district of which 
56 (62%) are contributing to the district's significance. Although construction was fairly continuous throughout the period of 
significance (1 882- 19531, there are three broadly defined phases of development with corresponding architectural differentiation. 
The earliest extant buildings, with the exception of the 1888 Greene County Courthouse (NR 811 1/76), dare to around 1900 and 
reflect botfi Paragould's booming timber economy and the Early Twentieth Century Commercial style then popular. The 1920s 
witnessed the construction of numerous plain, single-sfory, brick commercial buildings, bur also several his-style Classical 
Revival-style structures such as the Nationel Bank of Commerce (NR 5/14/93). Finally, the post-World War II period saw several 
historic buildings altered to reflect the modern age as well as innovative new construction represented by the Rhine Building at 
Poplar and 2"d Streers. 

"ituated on the eastern slope of Crowley's Ridge in Northeast Arkansas, Paragould is the county seat of Greene County. Paragould 
as created in 1882 with the intersection of two competing railroad lines. The boundaries of the Paragould Downto~n  

Commercial Historic Dislrict comprise the core ofrhe historic business development ofthe town. 

W h e n  incorporated in 1883, Pmgould was essentially a timber camp consisting of a few simple wood-frame buildings erected at 
the comer of Main and Pruett Streets and along the now defunct Front Street (located between the Iron Mountain Railroad tracks 
and the rear of  the businesses now locared on Pruett Street). Drainage was nonexistent, and Pruen Street had been described as *'a 
pond covered with swamp lilies." By 1896, the city had seven miles of graded gravel streets, and the first paved streets appeared 
in 1912. 

While improved streets facilitated city expansion, numerous fires hindered the early commercial development of Paragould A 
devastating c. 1890 Tire (bemeen 18S8-1593) resulted ia the destruction of the first S. L. Joseph Store along with several other 
commercial properties west of Front Street. This fire may have been the reason the city council passed an ordinance in the late 
1 880s requiring commercial buildings be constmcred of brick or stone (and prohibited buildings less than ten feet in height in 
certain downtouFn areas). An 1 896 Arknnsus Gazerre article confirmed the town's progress by noting that all sixty businesses were 
built of brick, earning PatagouEd the sobriquet, "a city of bricks." Nevertheless, tires in 1909, 19 19, F 922, and 199 I ,  among 
others, claimed many downtown commercial properties. 

As a result of development patterns, fires, and contemporary demolition, the earliest extant buildings are scattered throughout the 
district. Highlightins this earliest phase of construction--and anchoring the entire district--is the magnificent Greene County 
Courthouse located at the southwest comer OF Third and Coun Streets. When constructed in 1888 by W. F. Boone and S. R. 
McGinnis (also the builders ofthe Lawrence County Courthouse at Powhatan that same year). the ma-story brick courthouse with 
clock tower exhibited restrained Beaux Arts influences. A Iocal Paragwld architect, J.E. Shane, oversaw the remodeling of the 
courthouse in 18 1 7. Gray stucco was applied over the brick and a hvo-story wing added to the west elevation. The clack tower 
was removed in the 1960s. Preservation efforts began in the early 1990s when the courthouse was threatened with demolition. 
Since a ten-year restoration effort. which included the reconstnrction of the clock tower: was completed the structure has been 

ccupied by the Parazould/Greene County Chamber of Commerce. Future work at the site will include improved landscaping, 
t ick memorial sidewalks, a gazebo, and restoration ofthpiton fence. t 
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The majority of the surviving early buildings date ro around 1900 and reflect the Early Twentieth Century Commercial style then 
popular. The two Jackson Buildings at 1 1411 1 6 and 1 18 W. Emerson Street were constructed in 1 900 by Richard Jackson (see 
Jackson-Herget House, YR 7,24!92) as commercial properties. The single-story, No. I 1 8 building was leased to he  federa[ 
governen1 upon complerion and housed the post office until rhe new facility w a s  completed in 19 14. The two-story building at 
I 14JI 16 W. Emerson is distinguished by i ts  extra story and four. second-story. one-over-one, double-hung windows with transoms. 
Both brick buildings feature projecting, bracketed cornices, decorative bricbvork. and relatively unaltered storefronts. 

Based on historic photopphs, the red-brick, two-story building at 117 Y. Pruen Street. currently the Red Goose Deli, was 
conaruaed c. 1903. It is notable for the use of rock-faced, concrete block quoins, arched and miangular concrete pediments over 
the three second-story windows, and a short concrete balustrade across the top of the parapet. 

Other siyifimnt structures From this period include the two-story Wood Store/A.O.U.W. Building at the southwest comer of N. 
Pruen and W. Poplar Streets and the 22 1-225 S. Pmett Street building. The hvo-story brick Wood StorelA.0.U.W. Building was 
coconsmrcred in 1902 as a dual-purpose facility. The first floor housed a mercantile establishent nhile the second sroql sewed as a 
meetins hail for the Ancient Order of United Workmen. As originally constructed, the building featured a beveled comer e n m r  
on the fimt floor with a typical Early Twentieth Century Commercial slorefronr consisting of short wood bulkhead, large plate glz 
windows and !ransoms. Currently, the structure has a modern board-and-Batten storefront with two single-leaf entrances facing 
Prue~  Street underneath an asphalt-shingled awning. In addition, five of the second-story, one-over-one, double-hung windows 
have h e n  boarded over. Intereging architectural feafures include two decorative chimney pilasters, paneled brickwork in the 
frieze, continu~us stone lintels and sills for the upper floor windows. and three round-arched, clerestory windows with stone 
keystones on the Poplar Street elevation. A c. F 909 photapph reveals an A.0.U.W-inscribed pediment atop the beveled corner 
section of the parapet and a large! parapet-mounted bell near the south end chimney on the Pruen Street elevation. 

Based on historic photographs, the large two-story brick building at 221-225 S. Pmea was consmrc!ed sometime between 1902 and 
1909. Located at the northeas1 comer of  S. Pruett and E. Main Street and across the street from the Union Depot, this building has 
always housed a varisty of businesses. The 19 17 ciry directory lists a confectionnry. barber shop, and restaurant on Pmttt Street 
and a restaurant and rooming house on E. Main Sweet. The second story displays classic Early Twentieth Century Commercial 
style characteristics such as the singled, onewer-one, doubie-hung windows with flat stone sills and lintels and a projecting, 
bracketed, metal cornice. Another interesling feature is the beveled corner entrance at the E. Main Smeer and rear alley junction. 
Al terarions to the building are confined to the modernized. first-story storefront with new plate glass, doors, and bricked-in transom 
windows. 

There are several building erected during this earlier period of deve!opment that are emant, but: with an altered appearance- 
sometimes dramatically. Arnold's Jewelry Store at the northeast corner of S. Pruett and E. Emerson Streets was originally 
constructed in 1 889 as the Bank of Parapuld. Like the 1888 Greene County Coui?house. it warranted mention in Goodpeed k 
history. Tlis ornate building featured a prominent second-story oculus window I talianate-style, bracketed window crowns, 
spherical parapet finials, eight chimneys on the Emerson Street elevation, and the required projecting. bracketed cornice. In 1950. 
the ex~erior fa~ade was stripped of all decoration, the brick covered with stucco, and short, aluminum-framed windows IasmlIed to 
~ i v e :  the impression of modern Fifties styling. As such, it  is considered contributing to the district. 

T h e  Former Belk D e p m e n t  Store Building at the southeast comes of S. Pruett and E. Court Streets was consmtcted in 1892 as tl- 
T S. L. Joseph Department Store. 1 1 i s  distinctive two-slurp building featured an ornate storefront with cast-iron pilasten. d l .  

patled transoms, paneled bulkheads, and a beveled entrance facing E. Court and S. Psilett Streets. When the upper stor?; was 
severely damaged by a tornado in 1947, i t  was remodeled as a single s t y  building, with a gray metal-paneled facade and modem 
plate-glass storefront. This facade was in turn damaged by the 1991 fire that destroyed the three-story Bertig Building across 
Pn~ett Street. The metal panels were removed and a smooth coating o f  stucco applied. 



Paragould Downtown Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

United States Department of the lnteriar 
'ational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 3 

Greene Counry, Arkansas 
Counly and Statr 

The 1947 tornado also damaged the exterior faqade of the Breckinridge Mercantile Company Building (now Holland's Furniture) 
at 2 18 N. Pruett. C wstructed in 1907, this two-stov brick commercial building featured a recessed, double-Ieaf entrance a! the 
beveled corner of N. Pruett and the alley alongside the south elevation in addition FO hvo similar recessed entrances on PrueR 
Street. The second story contained one-over-one, double-hung windows with conrinuous sills and lintek. and distinctive arched 
niches in the brick frieze below the denticulated cornice. hfler the tornado, the front elevation was rebuilt with a flanened faqade. 
The niches were filled in, the parapet rebuilt without a cornice, and the windows filled in with €he exception OF three half-height 
windows on Pruett Street. The storefront has been modernized with newr windows and doors, and the comer entrance eliminated, 
The expansive transom windows are now hidden beneath a metal slipcover. Kevertheless, the Bmkinr idy  Mercantile Company 
Building is considered contributing as an example of 1940s Minimal Traditional spling. 

The Paragould Post Office was constructed in 1914 at the northwest comer of W. Court and K. Second streers. This stately 
Classical Revival-styled structure feanrred s i x  monumental tonic columns of Georgia marble. In 1964, the smcrure was 
"remodeled" into a complezely new and much larger government facility. .4 ponion of rhe original wall can still be seen from the 
rear of the building. 

.e 1920s saw a multitude of plain, single-stor?, brick commwciat buildings interspersed with a few high style structures. Of the 
traditional commercial-style building. h e  building at 209 N. Pmett [currently Alvin TayIor's Flowers and Gifts) is unusual for its 
recessed second-storl; porch. Other buildings were updated during this period. The two-story brick faqade of the c. 1 898 Mack 
Building at the nonhwest corner of S .  Pruetr and W. Main streels was remodeled from an Early Twentieth Century Commercinl 
style appeamnce with singled. one-over-one windows and a simple denticu tated brick cornice to a mare elaborate glazed-brick 
h p d e  with paired. one-over-one, double-hung windows. 

The Classical Revival Style is  well represented by the National Bank o f  Commerce (NR 5! 14B3) at the southwest comer of S. 
Pruett and W. Emerson Streets, and  he First Baptist Church at 120 N. Third Street. Designed by the Memphis architectural firm of 
Hanker and Cairns, the National Bank of Commerce unas built of ashlar-finished Iimestone in 1923. Its monumental fa~ade 
acllieved the desired appeamnce of srability and grandeur appropriate for a proud ban king institution. The imposing First Baptist 
Cllurch was completed In 1925. A large split-level. two-stop portico supponed by four Ionic co4umns is the focal point of this 
highly ornamental. M-story brick seliyious structure. 

Other significant buildings from h i s  period include the Capitol Theater at the southeast comer of W. Emerson and S. Second 
streets and the Crowley Building across the street at 1 13 W. Emerson, The red brick, two-story Capitol Theater was designed by 
tile Memphis architectural fim OF Mann and Gallin and completed in 1925. Brick pilasters with stone capitals and large stone 
paterae in the frieze suggst the various Renaissance Revival styles then popular. The whire glazed-brick Faqade of the Crowley 
Building is a departure liom the normal red brick favored by early Paragauld builders. The second story is fully fenestrated with 
ribbon window containing geometric-patterned. multiple-pane transoms. A cartouche on the parapet lends a Beaux Arts ff avor to 
the building, 

Limited mnstruction occurred during the Dzpression and is typified by the simple, bufT-brick, 1935 Mack Building on W. Main 
Saeet. More imposing strucrures during this period usually required governrnenr assistance, and the striking Municipal Power 
Plant on N. Second Avenue between the: two railroad Iines is no exception. Erected in 1938 under the auspices of the Fedeml 
-nergency Administration of Public Works, the Classical-inspired, red brick building is ftilly fenestrated by tall, round-arched 

)dews with the original metal-framed. multiple-pand sashes. v 
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New building construct ion resumed after World War IT. In addition to the previously mentioned buildinss that were renovated 
during this period, several new structures were completed. including the Rhine Building, Southwestern Telephone Building, and the 
Central Fire Station-all built in 1950 and contributing to the district. Modem department stores at 10; N. Pmett and 216 S .  Pmett 
were also consrmcted in the early 1950s. The buf f  brick, two-gory Rhine Building at 120 N. Second Street was designed by Smarl 
Mueller to house a modern newspaper facility with architectural design features unique far this purpose. The partially 
underground first floor 1 ~ s  desisned for the offset newspaper plant with pressrooms, two darkrooms. process camera alcove and a 
folding and storage area In addition to the pressroom, Ilght table and layou! areas, there were editorial rooms with typesettins 
equipment in individual glassed-in alcoves. 

Although victimized by fire, tornadic activity, and miguided alterations, the Paragould Downtown Commercial Hisraric District 
retains its essentiaI historic integrity and provides an inreresting visual tour of Paragould's architectural record. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARI' DESCRIFTFOS 

Boundaries o f  the Paragould Do\%~rawn Commercial Historic District are based upon information gathered during a comprehensive 
survey of the downtown area Beginning at the northeast corner of the intersection of South 2nd Street and !Vest Kingshighway, 
proceed norh along the eastern curb of South 1'" Street to its intersection with West Emerson Street; then proceed west dong the 
northern curb of West Emerson Street ?a its intersection with Sauth 3 '/i Street; then proceed nonh along the eastem curb of Sourh 
3 Y2 Street to its intersection with West Poplar Street: then proceed east along the southern curb af  West Poplar Street ro its 
junction with the alley behind the businesses on the west side of Pruett Street; then proceed narth along the middle ofthe alley to 
i t s  intersection with rlie rear (west)pa~y wall ~f the Kroger Building at 220 North Pruett Street; then proceed nonh along pam wall 
to the south curb of West Highland Street; then proceed east along said curb to its junction with the west curb of Worth 2"d 
Avenue: then proceed sourh along said curb zo its junction with chest nu^ Street: then proceed east along rhe southern curb of 
Chestnut Stseet to its terminus near the wlestern edge of the Union Pacific RR; then proceed due south along an imaginary line to a 
point formed by the soutl~west corner o f  East Coun Street and South 3" Avenue; then proceed south alons the western edge of 
Sourh 3rd Avenue ro irs intersection with East Main Street: then proceed west along the northern curb of Easr Main Street to its 
intersection with the Union Pacific Railroad tracks; then proceed southwesz along the western edge of the railroad tracks to a point 
formed by the intersection af the railroad tracks and the northern edge of the East KingshighwaflHwy 4 12 Overpass. then proceed 

rest along the nonh curb o f  East Kinghighway to the point of beginning . 

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

This boundary contains all of the commercial p r o p e q  associated with the development of d o ~ v n t o ~ n  Para~ould that retains ia 
hisroric inreerity. 
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SUMMARY 

The Pamgotlld Dourntown Commercial Historic District is beins nominated under Criteria A and C with local significance. Under 
Criterion A, the district is sipificant for its direct association with the founding, planning and development of Paragauld and the 
ensuing building boom fueled by the timber industry. Under Criterion C, the district is locally significant for its depiction of the 
various architectural styles popular in Arkansas during the period from 1 882 through 11952 including the Early Twentieth Century 
Commercial style, Classical Revival, and Fifties modeme. 

T h e  community of Paragoutd uas founded in 1882 when the Texas and St. Louis Railroad crossed tines with the St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain, and Southern Railroad in southeastern Greene County. The Texas and St. Louis was cllartered in wr Texas in 1877 by a 
former Confederate officer, J. P. Douglas, to facilitate fasler rransportation and a wider market for h e  products of his h i t  orchardq. 
Douglas made arrangements with the owners of the Iron Mountain Railroad and began cansmctiorl o f  a nmr-gauge  line called the 
Tyler Tap Line that would connect with the Iron Mountain at Tercarkana. Unfortunately. construction setbacks and financial difficulties 
wn forced Douglas to cease work on the line and search for new financing. 

In St. Louis, Douglas found a panner in Colonel James Paramore. a former Union officer from Ohio. Paramore dperared the Sr. Zouis 
Cotton Compress C o m p y  and was interested in securing direct transportation of Texas cotton to his mills in St. Louis. The Texas 
and St. Louis Railmad Company was formed. and Paramore was, somewhat surprisingly, able ta obtain financial backing From several 
New York bankers. AAer the creditors were paid and construction resumed, Douglas left the nascent railroad to pursue other interem, 
and Paramore became president of the fledgling company. Unfomlnately, before the Texas and St. Louis could connect with the Iron 
Mountain line in Texarkana, railroad mogul Jay Goutd purchased the Iron Mountain and revoked all Texarkana traffic agreements 
made by the previous owners. 

Without an outlet to a major line, the Tyler Tap Line urn now useless, and Gould naturally expectled that Paramore would have to sell 
his interests in the company or face bankruptcy. Paranlore, I~owever, rejected Gould's offer and started consnucrion of an independent 
'line, as far away from the Gould lines as possibfe, through Arkansas and .Missouri to Cairo. Illinois. Gould, determined to break 
Panmore at zII costs, ordered his railroad to cross rhe lines of the Texas and St. Louis whenever possible, thereby dividing the business 
Paramore expected to receive. In Greene County, the mo lines arrived almost simultaneously, at the site of present da?~ Paragourd In 
1883. Myrl Rhine Mueller noted in her A History ofGreene Cowln: Arkansas that ". . . a silver spike was not driven at this juncture." 

The fierce cornpexition between Paramore and Gould ensured the success of the future town, for the area now had complete 
transportation facilities in all dimaions. In her book, Mueller described the origin of the new town's name: 

In searching for a suitable nane to submit to the Post Office for the proposed torm. a group of citizens, led by Dr. 
Edrington, came up with the idea of coining a unique and original name honoring the presidents of the two railroads 
who had played leading roles in a classic raitroad drama. By combining syllables horn each of the names. Para- 
Gould was invented and accepted by the Post Ofice in July, 1882. 

M ~ l l e r  also notes that Gould "penishly" refused to use the new name for his station because he resented having his name linked with 
at of Paramore; moreover, his name had been relegated to the fast syllable. The Iron Mountain used the name of Pamly for several 
Lars on their station and scliedules untifthe resultant confusion among arriving passengers finally became t& much for rhe company 

to ignore. The hyphenation of the two syllables was also dropped at some point in the early years o f  rhe town. 
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While the Texas and St. Louis Railroad and the Iton Mountain were still completing raiI lines to the new community in April of 1882, 
the Southwestern Improvement Company, in conjunaion with Mr. and ME. Willis S. Pruet and Mr. and MR. J.  A. Larnbeq were in 
the process of laping out the city of Paragould, The Pruets and Lambem were the owners of the land on which the toum was to 'be 
built. According to Mueller, the improvement company may have been a subsidiary of rhe Iron Mountain Railroad. Because survey 
and planninp were expensive, railroad companies ofien offered financial and technical assistance to new towns that were proposed 
along their new railways. Land deeds indicate that rhe ownership of h e  land included in the incorporation of Paragould was divided 
b m w n  the Pruets and Larnkrts,  wit11 the largest porlion on h e  wesi side of rhe tracks and ro the south belonging to the Pruets and the 
smaHer area to east o f  the tracks owned by the Larnberts. The original survey Tor Paragauld included the area bounded by Vine Street 
on the south. Hunt Sheet to the nonh, Lamben Street (now Founh Avenue) on the east. and the rvenem boundary was Cumberland 
Street (now Third Srreet). Most of the land incorporated in the ariginar sunrey wras timbered, and many of the proposed streets had to 
be surve).ed through trees before they were cut to create the actual streets. A slough curved to the east of Pruet Sweet (the modern 
spelling of the street is "Pmert"), which had been variously described as "a pond covered with swamp lilies," and. less flattering, "a 
mild hole." 

Wen Parasould incorporated on March 3, 1883. it was little more than a timber camp. Crude building w r e  scattered in tt 
cleared spaces, and rhere were still many tents that served as both businesses and residences. The area where rhe nvo ra ihads  crossl 
served as the focal point for rhe new town. It was here at the intersections of Main and Front streets and Main and Bruee streets that 
permanent structures were first constlucled. The city well was located at Main nnd Pruett. Early businesses included a general store, a 
bakery, a fish market and butcher shop-both in tents-and several businesses that moved from GainesviJle. Plmks were laid along the 
storefronts to serve as sidewalks. 

The first post office in the Pamgould vicinity was established on January 19, 1 8XO under the name of Buia. On July 26, 1 SS?, the name 
was changed to Paragould, and Christopher Ritter was appointed as the fust postmaster in August of that ycar. The location of tliis firsr 
post office was described as being one tenth of a mile from the Pamly station on the east side of the tracks and one-fifth of a mile from 
the Paragould depot. The post office was moved to various storefront building until 1900 when Richard Jackson leased a new ofice 
building at 1 18 West Emerson Street to the Post Office Department. Irl 191 3, a substantial Classical Revival-style post office wilh six 
Ionic columns of Georgia marble was erected at the northwest comer of Court and Second Streets. By 1960 John Mueller, postmaster, 
requested a layer facility citins inadequacy for the incrwing volume o f  post ofice business. No funds were available at the time for 
new facilities, but continued efforts on Mueller's part found financial suppon for remodeIing and renovarion in 1964. The interior of 
the old building w a s  kept and new walls were built around ir adding additional space. A two-smry wing was added ta create the 
appeartance of the Federal Building as it exists today. 

Paragould g e w  quickly and in J 884 a campaign was initiated to move the county seat from Gainesville, which lrad held that honor 
since 1 840. This issue bitterly divided not an1 y the residents of Gainesville but the entire counry as well. After months of bitter 
controversy. a referendum was held in September of 1884, in which the Paragould faction won by a anarrow marpin, 943 to 707. 

The County Clerk. R.H. Gardner rented a small room on West Main and Third Streets for a temporary counry office while plans for the 
constlucdon of a [ernpomp courthouse could be drafted and the structure built. A section of land had been given to the county 'by 
Robert Pruet to aid in securino, nhe county seat for Pamgould. Tlie temporary structure was constructed on the east side of cour t  square 
and was a simple log stnlcture of only twenty-four by ninety feel. I t  was subdivided into a counroom. petit and grand j u ~  rooms and 
of ice  space. Plans Tor a new brick cwnhouse wre initiated in August of 1887. Coilstructed by 5.R McGinnis and W.F. k n e ,  tt. 
new cmrthouse wns completed i n  April, 1 558 at a cost of % 14,700. Thc new two-story courthouse exhibifed a resttaintd i n w t a t i t  
of the Beaux Arts style and urn croitned 'by a graceful clocktower. Interestinply, the cost o f  $700 for the clock was subscribed by the 
citizens, while the count): provided an extra S3OO for the installation and construction of the tower. 
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Paragould's government was nor fully organized until the spring of 1885. A gmup of Iml businessmen gathered together to act as an 
unofficial council and appointed a temporary ma>vr, L.B. Toler. on .May 4, 1855. An official city council of eighteen men is listed in 
the first city records, and David Crocken Nowell was elected to serve as the first mayor. The new city government bebegan to try to 
organize a rapidly increasing population and new construction that had no regulation for almosr three pa r s .  The council quickly 
adop~ed ordinances to direct the removal of loose planks and sidewalks and specified exactly how sidewalks were to be built. Other 
w l y  ordinances addressed sanitation, removal of large trees. and lthe confinement of livestock. In 1886, he city council paid rwenty- 
five dollars to a local publisher, J .  1F'. Taylor, to take a census of the fledgling city. Taylor reported 1,364 people living in the 
township. 

The first purpose-built city haH was a two-stotv. brick, commercial-style building erected in 1890 at E 19 K. Pmen Street (just north of 
the current Red Goose Deli). A single-story brick fue station was built on the north side of City Hall, and a small ciry park occupied 
the remainder of t l ~ e  lot to the southeast corner of PmeH and Poplar streets. A paved parkino, lot occupies this space today. 

In 1890 the population of the county urn 12,908 of which 1666 lived in Paragould. Goodspeed's histop provides a glimpse of the 
*cnvn at this time: 

Jt contains the Greene County Bank nine general stores, five family groceries, four drug stores, one hardware. saddlery and 
farm implement store, six saloons, two bakeries, two millinery stores, four hotels and many boarding houses. two liver): 
stables, two butcher shops, one shoe, four blacksmith and one foundry shop, five stave factories, three saw-mills, one cotton 
gin, a feed store. photograph galleries, barber shops, laundry and ndmy other indusrries, four church edifices--Methodist, 
Baptist, Cumberland Presbyterian and Christian. a public school-house, seven phys~cians. three dentisn, a lodge each of 
Masons, Odd Fellows, bights  of Honor. Knights of Pyhias and a Post ofthe G.A.R. 

Goodspeed also lists three newspapers--the Paroguuld Evening Times, the Record. and the Presz-that were available in Paragould in 
1389. 

Several of the pioneer businessmen in Paragould were Jewish, including S. L. Joseph and the Bertig Brothers. S. L. Joseph had opened 
a mercanti4e business in Gainesville in 1880. Afcer returning from a visit to Gemany, S. L. Joseph moved to Paragodd in 11855 and 
opened the Harris and Joseph Department Srore on the east side of the railroad tracks. When Joseph bought out his pamer in 1 8S9, he 
renamed his business the S, t. Joseph Mercantile Company and moved to the southeast comer of E Court and S. Pruen streels where 
an elesant two-story depamnent store was constructed in 1891. This building is still extant alrhough modernized and only one stay in 
height. S. L. Joseph owled several department stores in Missouri, and had extensive land holdings. His nephew, Alvin Samuel. joined 
the business in 1900, and the company purchased the existing gin at S .  Second and U'. Garland Streets. Joseph died in 1909, and 
SarnueE assunled contral of the various Joseph business interests. 

Austrian immigrants Adolph and Saul Bertig arrived in Greene County in 188 1 as pack peddlers. I n  1 883, the Bertig Brothers opened 
a store in Paragould, and this modest business quickly grew into a business empire encompassing real estate, cotton ginning, 'brokemge 
and railroadin?. When a fire destroyed the otisinal store in 1909, an imposing three-story brick department store was built at the 
southwest comer of Court and Pruett Sheets (across from the rival S, L. Joesph Srore). Unfortunately, this landmark building burned in 
1991. Stores were also opened in Mamaduke. Pisort, Blythevilte, and Cardwell, Missouri. A company town named Bmig was 
-aablished in 1893 on the Arkansas side of the St. Francis River. which was then the terminus of the Paragauld and Southeatern 

lilroad..BetTig contained a sawmill, hobd, post office. and a few homes, b a  WEE perhaps besr known for the K~iobel Hunting and 
Fishing Club and the BeKa'alo lsland Huntin3 and Fishing Club. both owned by wearthy St. Louis businessmen. 
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In 1893, the Paragould Opera House was 'built at the southezt corner of West Court and Second Streets to replace a theater dtat had 
burned. Although elegant and luxurious, the opera house was too large and expensive to be profizabIe and was purchased by rhe First 
Baptist Church in 1900 for S7900. Among other alterations, rhe building was hnsfomed by the addition of a steeple to the northwest 
tower. The Baptists utilized h i s  building until 1925 when they built a new church at Third and Poplar Streets. This church, still in use 
today, has had seven1 additions in order to accommodate the growth of the church organimtian. 

The Paragould Electric Light and Power Company was created in 189t in respo~lse to the Paragould City Council's calE for the 
need to "elecrrifv" the city. T h e  Council agreed to purchase elehciry from the company for twenty years for forty city street 
lights. A power plant  as constructed and placed in operation by 1892. In I9 I I the city awarded the Crystal Ice Company the 
contract to supply Paragould with electricity. On July 4, 19 16, a celebration u-as held on Pruett Street as a Queen and her court 
illuminated seventy-six electric street tights. The high rates of the Crystal Ice Company caused a controversy, and the city's power 
contract was awarded to Arkansas Light and Power Company. A 590.000 federal grant from the WPA in 193 8 aIlowed the city to 
enact a $100,000 bond issue that had been approved by the city council in 1933 for the construction of a municipal light plant. The 
plan& located on Nonh 2"" Avenue, wzs completed and operational in 1939 and began to compete with Arkansas Light and Power 
Company. The growth of Paragould created power needs that the local plant could not economically generate and ~ h c  city decide ' 
to contract nith Southwestern Power Ad ministration for their electricity. The municipal plant was maintained for emergency u. 
but is no longer in operation. 

The tirst telephone company in Paragoutd was organized in I896 by a small group of investors. The Paragould Telephone 
Company served 150 subscribers and used simple equipment and a switchboard, According to Mueller, "an early reponer 
marveled tlie Paragould Centnl office was kept open day and night 'giving ns good service as Little Rock or St. Louis."' In 1.903, 
the city council granted a permit to Southwestern Telephone and Telegraph Company to operate d~stance and local phone.;. 
Althou5h the Paragould Telephone Company lrad 100 subscribers by 1905, they could not conipete with such a large company and 
sold their system to Southwestern. In [he 19 17 cizy directory the Southwestern Telephone and Telegraph office was located in the 
First National Bank Building at 115 S. Ruett (now Arnold's Jewelry). The appearance of downtown was improved somewhat in 
19 I3 when the poles upere replaced with underground cable. Southwesrern erected a modem office and equipment building on 
Worth Third Street in 1950. The office closed in 1981. but the building is still used for equipment and storage. 

By 1920, Paragould had gown into a thriving town of 6,306 people. Greene Couny% vibrant timber industm, which was made 
possible by the transportation afforded by its Wo railroads finom at this time as the Missouri Pacific and Ehe St. Louis and 
Southwestern or "Cotton Belt"). Tne town consisted of four banks. department stores, hvo newspapers, a pressed brick factov, a 
tile factory, an ice and cold storage pIant. a flour mill. two spoke factories three conon gins, the Missouri Pacific railroad shops, a post 
office, an 800-seat theater, n telephone exchange7 and other assorted businesses. In light of the town's prosperity, the Chamber of 
Commerce proudly adopted as ik slo9an the epithet "You'll like Paragould." 

Paragould also c lairned one of the finest hotels in Arkansas. The four-story brick Vandervoort Hotel opened December I ,  I9 1: 5 ,  at 
the nonhwest corner of W. Einerson and S. Second Streets. Designed by the Memphis archiremural firm of Hanker and Cairns, the 
Vandervuort duplicated she Hotel Chisca in Memphis but on a smaller scale. It featured a tarze lobby with marble floors, an 
elegant staimay leading to the mezzanine, a balcony on each floor. and a skylight over the lobby The Vandervoort I-lotel served 
as the social center of Parapould for nearly a half century until it  was razed in 1 96 1 to make room for the new First National Bank 
Building. 
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In 1 925, the Capitol Theater was built at the comer of W. Emerson and S. Second Streers. Builr by the Bertig Really Company and 
managed by John Collins, this theater hosted various types of entertainment including vaudeville artists, first run movies. and Iocal 
theatrical events. Will Rogers headlined a 1 930 flood relief benefit show. In December, 194 1, the theater held a world prrmlere of 
the mo\.Fe, ' The  Man Who Came to Dinnei', starring Paragould native Richard Travis, Bene Davis, Ann Sheridan, and Jimmy 
Durante. Travis, whose real name was Bill Justice, attended the premiere. The Collins family pvrchased the theater in 1 936. The 
building, now known as the Collins Theatre. is currently used for a community theater. 

The booming Timber Age of Paragould lasted approximately forly years. During this time, nmerous timber-related industries 
thrived in Paragould. Barrels, railroad ties, and hea~y  construction lumber were the primary exports, rhough wood baskets, boxes. 
axe handles, dowels. and spokes were also produced. An 1894 Arkamas G ~ e f l e  article claimed thal more whiskey barrel staves 
were manufactured in Paragould than any place in the world. As the forests were gradually cut over, the various timber-related 
industries in ParapowEd ceassd operation. The boom was over. 

Agriculture, which had always been important to the economy, became dominant as the huge tracts of cut-over land were cleared 
nd drained t h u g h  the efforts of  the St. Francis Levee District. Cotton was the primary crop, though cattle. d a i ~  farms, and fruit 
lchards were present on a small scale. The Alvin Samuel gin, which is still in operation, anchored the south end of rhe Pruett 

Streer commercial area, while the Bertig Brothers %In was located at nhe north end of Pruett (the site is now a car dealership). 
These two gins provided the downtown area with heavy, thou~h seasonal, traffic. Industry, such as the J .  E. Wilboum and Sons 
wholesale grocery, provided less than twenty-five percent of the economy in the late 1930s through the 1940s. Without additional 
industry, the town's growth stagnated. and the population remained at seven to eight thousand peaple. Many Paragould and Greene 
County residents moved north during this period in search o f  work. 

Factories began locating in Paragould beginning in the 1950s. in part due to !he availability of natura! gas in 1950. In 1952, 
Foremost Food's Baiq  Division builr a large plant at 222 E. Emerson Street. At the time, there were ninety-six dairies in Greene 
County. The plant expanded severs! times and employed over one hundred people before closing in the late 1980s. 

The post-World War 11 period also brought new consrruction to the downrown commercial district. New department stores were 
built or mrnodeled on Pruett Street. In 1 950, Ihe Rhine Building was erected at the southwest corner of N. Second and ii:. Poplar 
Sfreers. I t  was GuiIt specifically as a newspaper publishing plant for 7'he Big Picture weekly newspaper. Organized in August of 
1948 by John J. MueIler, The Big Picl~rm was the first newspaper in Arkansas to be published entirely by Iithography or offset, a 
photographic process that simplified pub I ishing when collnpared to the standard "cold-type" process. The Big f icfure was some 
thir ty years ahead of the large city dailys in this regard. Over i ts twelve-year publication run. The Big Picture received about fi@ 
awards from the Arkansas Press Association and from agricultural groups. 

From the I 888 Greene County Courthouse to the I950 Rhine Building, the Pamgwld Downtnwn Commercial Historic District 
encompasses the rich history o f  Paragould from its early Timber Age boom economy to its post-World War t l embrace of new 
technology. 
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