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1. Name of Pro~ertv 

historic name Monticello Commercial Historic District 

other namesisite number 
- 

2. Location 

street & number Bounded roughly by Trotter Ave., Edwards St., Railroad Ave. and Chester no! for publication - 
St. - - 

city or town Monticello 1 1 vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Drew code 043 sip code 71655 
.- 

3. StateFederal Aaencv Certification 

V a u l h o r i t y  under the National Historic Prese~ation Act, as amended, 

I hereby cerz'i that this X nomination r e q u e s t  for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties In the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following levells) of s~gnificance: 

I 

- 
Signature of certr91ng official 

Ttle State or FederaE agencyhureau or Tribal Goverr,rnent 

In my opinion, the prop* - meets - does not m&?t the National Reg~ster mtena. 

Signahre of crosnrnent~ng offiual Date 

T8e State or Federal agencyrbureau or Tribal Government 



14. National Park Service Certification 
- 

t ,  herebh# certrfy that this propeQ 1s: 

-entered in the National Register - detemined eliglble for the National Register 

- delemined not eligible for the National Regisler - removed from the National Register 

other (explain:) 

Signature ol the Keeper Date of Action 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check on5 one box) (30 nat indude previausly lrsted resources ~n the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
private building(s) 22 12 buildings 
public - Local district district 
public - State site -I site 
public - Federal structure structure 

object object 
23 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously 
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multi~le propew listing) listed in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instnrctions) (Enver categories from insbwdiom) 

COMMERCWRADE: department store, specialty COMME'RCWRADE: department store, specialty 

store, restaurant, warehouse 

GOVERNMENT: ~ a s t  office. citv hall 

store, professional 

GOVERNMENT: citv hall 

DOMESTIC: hotel 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater 



7. Description -.. Ct -- 
Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter wtqor~es from instructions) (Enter mtegories from instructions) 

ltalianate, Moderne, No Style foundation: Brick, concrete 

walls: Brick, stucco 

roof: Other: built-up tar 

other: 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the histar~c and current physical appearance of the properly. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources 
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the such as 
its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Smary Paragraph: 

Monticello, located in southeastern Arkansas, is t :~e seat of D r e N  County. The 
boundaries o f  the groposed downtown commercial district enconpass 3 9  buildings, with 
contsibutinq elements ranging in k t e  from circa 1890  through the 1950s. Yith two 
exceptioxs, buildings historically were commerce-related. The exceptions a re  t h e  J. S.  
Post O f f i c e  and t h e  Monticello Municipal Building. 'Ime district has a 31% non-contributing 
rate. The principal integrity issue is t h e  loss over the years of some of downtown's 
commercial building stock.  Nonetheless, a sufficient rider of buildings survive ( m y  
major) to enable dovimtown Mon~icello t o  convey its historic role as a center of commeFce 
for the town. and s~srounding r~ral areas. 

Overview : 

Mocticello was p h t t e d  i n  1851 w i t h  a star-dard grid focused on a c-tral courthouse 
square. The courthouse remained on t h e  square until 1932 w h e n  it was demolished and a new 
Suilding was c o n s z r ~ c t e d  some two blocks t o  the south (outside the nominated area). ( T h e  
old square is fairLy small and c o u r t y  officials needed more land f o r  a larger courthouse.) 
Since the relocation, the o l d  courthouse square has been known simply as town sware, or 
" t h e  square." Today it is open landscaped grassy area. The square is being counted as 
a contributing site because it was an open public space in the heart of downtown f o r  
alnost three decades in t he  h i s to r i c  period for this norn%natio,?. 

Mon:icelLo's f i rs t  railroad arrived i n  the 1880s, m n i n g  in an east-west d i r e c t i o n  
oae block sou th  of the square (along t h e  southern edge of t he  nominated distict). In  
1913, a second line, the D r e w ,  Ashley and Nor the rn ,  arrived. I ts  tracks ran in a north-  
south direction several blocks to the east of the square. 

As alluded to above, the nominated discrict is a portion of what was historically 
downtown Monticello. (Please refer t o  attached sketch map.) D~ring t h e  historic period, 
party  wall commercial buildings faced the courthouse square on all four sides and 
continued one block north and one block south of the square along Main Street. There were 
also two to three blocks of commercial buildings along E. Gaines Ieast of the sware), but 
they did not  have a s o l i d  par ty  wall character. 



The north and w e s t  sides of the courthouse square have beer redeveloped {each w i ~ h  a 
Large modern bui1ding)asd are n o t  being included in the nominated district. Other missicg 
cGmponents of the historic downtown are a row b'f par ty  wall buildings on t h e  w e s t  side of '- 
Xorth Main, between E .  McCLoy and 3 .  Trotter, and some of the buildings (one-third to one- 
h a l f )  along East Gaines. 

The MonticeLLo Comercia1 District is a discrete and distinctive whole in con t ras t  
to the parking lot and big box r e t a i l  landsca~e rhat ckaracterlzes other commercial 
sectors of the  town. It is cohesive in t e r n  of scale, massing, setback, fenesrration 
pattern, and butlding ~ ~ a t e r i a l s .  Building facades are  c h i e f l y  of brick. T'ne scale is 
mixed one and two s t o r y .  The anly tall building, w i t h i n  the context of Monticello, is t h e  
five s t o r y  Ridgeway Hotel. 

Buildings were dated -dsirg Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Kaps where possible ( i . e . ,  
where the evidence xas conclusive). The maps are dated 1886, 1891, 1897 ,  1903, 1908, 
1912, 1920, and 1938. A building-by-building inventory is below. 

e.1890 - 1912 8 buildings 2 0% 

2913 - 1920 1 building 3% 

1921 - 1938 12 buildings 3 1% 

1929 - 1961  6 buildings 15% 

Architectural Character: 

Monticello's earliest comercial  buildPngs would have been wooden. Some of these are 
showr~ in early photos. Kone survive today. 'mile there is no documentation on early fires 
in the  dovmto~m, they must have occurred. Typically, as fires did t h e i r  damage, towns 
passed o r d i n a ~ c e s  outlawing the construction of wooden buildings. 

n t o  fires within more recenz times had a notable ef fec t  on the blocks faciag the 
town square. On December 12, 1963, a fire on t 5 e  east side of the square keavily damaged 
one building =d destroyed two. (This clearly is a factor i x  the  high non-contribuclng 
r a r e  on rhis side of the square.) The nexz rr,onth, on January 23, 1964 ,  fi-e destroyed +. =lve of the  sevec two-story I~alinate comercial buildings 02 the south side of the 
square. (They were soon replaced with a w i d e  one story brick-faced building.) 

Despite these two fires and other fac tors ,  the nominated district retains a notable  
c o l l e c t i o n  of buildings from rhe c.1890 to 3912 period ( t h e  earl lesr  period of extant 
bui ld ings)  - a total of 8, o r  20%. All have a major presence in t h e  district, due to 
scale and an abundance o f  details. Some are bulleer Italianate (segmental head w i n d o w s ,  
bracketed cornices) ;  soxe feature copious, intricate decorative brickwork. Particularly 
noteworthy buildirgs from this early period are the n .  M. Wilson Building at 200 E. 
Gaines (see #7 below) , 110-128 North Nain ( # 2  5 ,  see below) , ad 103 W. Gaines (33  1, see 
below). 

The largest ~rumber of buildings in the d i s t r i c t  are from the  1920s and '30s. Most 
are builder vernacular; they may have a detail here and there but cannor. be "pusl-redp into 
a stylistic category. N o t a b l e  contributing buildings in the 1921-1938 categozy, within  
the context 02  Monticello, include a small A r t  Modeme building at 103 North Yain ( # 2 9 ) ;  
the Art Deco Post O f f i c e  (National Xegister, %36 below;) and t h e  Ridgeway Hotel, a five 
story building with restrained ~ e d i t e r r a ~ e a n  Revival styling (1930, listed on National  
Register as part of the P.idge;vay H o t e l  Historic D i s t r i c t ,  85 below). 



The s i x  buildings in t h e  1939 to 1961 category are a l l  from the 1950s. The most 
interesting of these is 104-106 K. IQin I3.271. The wire m e s 3  slipcover or t h i s  older 
.building, with i ts  crisp geometry, is do;.;n:o-.:nss orly stronE mic-cenzury modern staternext: 

Finally, from an historical standpoin~, there are t w o  railroad-relazed storage 
buildings in the d i s t r i c t  ( 2 s  1 & 2 below). 

Nan-Contributina Buildinas:  

AT1 but one of t h e  district's 12 non-contrlbu=F3g e lme~ts  are altered h i s t o r i c  
buildings, They generally conform to the district's scale, b~ildlxg materials, 
fenestratior a t t e r n ,  and masskg along the street. The one buildixg =hat does no= corfom. 
f r o m  a building material standpoint is #14, which was fitzed witt a metal slipcover (1950s 
or ' 7 0 5 ) .  I 

The sole less than 50 year old non-contributing Suilding is a aid-1960s wide one 
s t o r y  bui1dir;g built after a dlsastrous f i r e  in January 1964, as rated above. 

Assessment of Inzearitv: 

Downteudr, Monticello has admitzedly s u f f e r e c  various losses ,  as descr l3ed  e a r l i e r ,  
the most notabie being along t h e  sides of t h e  public square. B - ~ t  even with the loss of 
historic buildings and alterations TO contributing buildings, dol~nto:m Monticello woulc 
still be recognizable to someone from the h i s t o r i c  per iod ,  which is a litrnes test f o r  
National Register candidates bei~g nominated wtder Criterion A. 4 goodly rs-Rber of 
juildings that existed at the clase o f  the historic period still exist today with 
sufficient integrity. Mosc impartanzly, many of :he kistrict's major buildings survive 
(xajor in terns af scale, amount of detail and u s e ] .  These buildings would have made a 
much greater visual irt.pression during t h e  historic period than, f o r  e x q l e ,  a p l a i n  one 
sto -y  building with a small footprin,.  Major surviving contributing b u i l d k g s  include t h e  
five s tory Ridgeway 3ote i  ($51 ;  =he two-story H. M. \fi:ilson Building ($71, with its wealth 
of detail; the tigo sumiving Italiante two story bui ld ings  on the  east side a£ t h e  square 
I # s  21 and 2 2 ) ;  t h e  bui ld ing  at 110-118 North Maic (+25), wish i ts  l a r ~ e  footprint and 
what Ls d~k?l to~. r~ 's  must Fntr icate ,  most proxaunced brickwork; the  I taliante t w o  s t o r y  
b u i l d h g  on the south side of the square (#31), which has an inrenstvely  worked upper 
facade; and the  Art 3eco 3. S.  Pos t  O f f i c e  ( F 3 6 3 .  

1. No address (north side of railroad line between Y .  Zdwards =d N. G c b e r t ) .  
ContriSutl3g ZLeme2t. C i r c a  1950. Small railroad related warehouse facility, 
single story with gable end roof and corrugated metal siding on metal f r ame ,  
window-less w i t h  single access doorway f r o ~ t  and rear. 

2 .  No address (north side OF railroad line at N. Edwards). Contribdtirg Element. 
Not on 1920 S a n b o n  nap; apaears on I938 Tap as "grocery :varehouse." C i r c a  1930. 
Railroad-relazed facility, single s z o - y  w i r h  gable end roof ar~d corrxgated-metal 
siding on metal frame, wineow-less with t h r e e  access doorways. West end features 
two-stage stepped gable parapet in co r r~gazed  metal. 

3 .  306 E. Gaines. Contributing Elerrbent. Not on 1920 Sanborn mp, agpears on 1938 
map. Circa 1930. Standard early 20'~enzury s ~ a l l  k i c k  comercial b - ~ i l a i n g  
featuring plate-glass shopfront with central entrance and associated large side 
window. Farapet roof front; characteristic side 3araget steps 6.o~m-1 in scages 
toward the rear mirroring t h e  gradual backward sloge of ",he f l a=  roof .  

4. 300 E. Gaines. Contributing Element. rot or. 1920 Sanbox rap, appears on 1938 
m a p  as "wholesale grocery." Circa 1930. Standard early 20' century brick 
commercial double building featuring t w o  glate-g;ass shopfrerts ad a high parapet 
roof in front over t w o  large panels set above tk.e tra_Tsons. Characteristic side 
parapets step down in stages rnirroricg the  gradual backward slope of t h e  f l a t  
roof 4 



5. 206 E. Gaines. Ridgeway Hazel ( N a t i ~ r ~ a l  Register) . Contributing Elment . 1930. 
This five-story brick hotel, f e a t u r i ~ g  hesitact touches of the Nediterrwean 
Revival style, is a major a rch izeck- l ra l  m-d historical landmark i n  dov,m:o;~n .- 
Kortice;lo. The ~uilding's t an  variegated t e x t u r e d  brick conveys the feel of 
K e d l t e r ~ a n e ~  mottled honey-colored stonework. The first s t o r y ,  which conta ins  
the hotel's public rooms, is taller than =he other  stories and protrudes forward 
of t h e  main 3~ilding mass. Capped and se z  o f f  by a pronourced cast-stone cornice, 
it f e a t c x e s  blind arches with tile lozenges an2 an open arc5 rrnin entrance 
ornamenzed ? ~ i t h  gold a ~ d  blue tiles in a checkerboard pattern. The hotel roon: 
tower (the top four stories] features recessed bric:< pacels that connect t h e  
double wtndow sets  ver~ically on each s t a r y .  A t  the  top  of she fifth f l o o r  i s  a 
frieze-like element Ewithouz cornice) containing pronounced brick diapering. The 
building is c u r r e n t l y  b e 5 g  remvated. The historic windows have been replaced 
w i t h  n e w  windows wizh snap-in glazing bars. A new stair tower is c~rrently ~ n d e r  
c o n s t r c c t i o n  on each side elevatio~. 

6. 202 E. Gaines, Co2tributicg Element .  L L s t e d  on National Register as part of 
Ridgeway Hotel FlstorLc District. 1930. Bcilt at the same time a s  the a c j a c a t  
Ridgeway Hazel, t h i s  s i n g l e  story building skares the hotel's variegated tan 
(Kedi te r ranem-looking)  mottled brickrrork. It also shares the hotel first story's 
cas2-sto3e cornice. The building's on ly  pubiic facade (facing Galnes Ave.) 
presents a row of five transomed plate-glass windows and no er-trasce door. 
Although it "rea&sm architecturaEly as p a t  of the  Ridgeway Hotel, National 
Register docmen ta t ion  1is:s it as a separace building. Interior and rear 
elevation currently under renovation as par: of RLdgeway Eotel project .  

?.  200 5. Gaines, H. M. K i l s o n  Building, 1912 (per date In parapet) . Listed on 
Natior-a1 Register as par t  of Ridgeday Ho=el Eistoric D i s t r i c t .  Ccncributing 
Element. "his t w a  a , ~ d  a half story Icalia~ate commercial buileing 5 s  a major 
architectural l a n h a r k  in the  domtavdn. Originally built for 3 .  M. Kilscn & Co. 
(groceries & dry goods3, and Labeled as scch on 1920 Sv lbom m a g .  The buildicg's 
p r o ~ i n e n t  corner  location registers izt a generous corner e n t r a ~ c e  [ w i t h  a single 
cast-iron c o l m  supporting t h e  m 2 e r  facade masonry) a_~d in t h e  fine 
architectural treazmen: accorded t h e  four-bay facade facing Gaines A v e .  and the 
first two bays of the  side elevarion {faring 3ailey St.). The first  story of :he 
corrposi=ioc is t a k e s  up by a multi-pane plate-glass comercial shopfront. Y h e  
second story features finely mortared brick vereer z ~ d  block lintels over rhe 
windows. 910ck Linzels also mask t h e  low knee-wall wicdows t h a t  light the a t t i c  
half story. The building cu lmina tes  in a r i ck  rrLoc?iLlior. cornice with rosette 
sculptural work In che architrave. This is surmounted by a paneled parzpet with 
prominent sp3erical elements se t  against  t h e  s : q  view. The roofline features m. 
Italian Renaissance archival: (faclng t h e  side elevatior) with rhe builder's 
i n i t i a l s  and the date. ;t, zoo, is surmounted by a spherical ele~.eat, in this 
case accented w i t h  s c r o l l  v o l ~ t e s .  

8 .  101 N. Bailey. ContrLSuting E l a m e n t .  Not o,? 1920 Sanborn nap; first appears 
on 1938 m a p .  Cixca 1925.  Single szo-y brlck commercial building featuring two 
full-width commercial shopfronts and ar, additional half-wiar3 shogfront on the  
n o r ~ t  s ide .  F a ~ a d e  features brick p ~ q e i s ,  ventilators, a_~d a moderately 
prono=ced brick cornice .  Metal av,~-ing is o l d  but perhaps not or ig ixa l .  Rear 
concrete 3lock addition. 

9. 103 and l 0 7  K. Bailey. Non-contributing Ele-rtenr. Notably altered circa 1925 
single story brick commercial double building w i t h  fa~aEe ventilators and a nodest 
brick carnice .  Shopfronts filled i n  wirh stud walls fea tur ing picture ~indows; 
modern cloth awning on one storefront. Deemed non-contributicg because slightly 
more than half of the facade is altered in an u n s p p z t h e t i c  nanner. 

10. 114 E. Gaines. C o n t r i h t i n q  Element. Not on 1920 Swbom map; f i r s t  appears 
on 1938 map. C i r c a  1930 .  S F n g l e  story,  wide  brick (variegated =an) cemercial 
building housing two stores historically. 7 r i e z e  at parapet l e v e l  features modest 
Kodernistic design. Chsaczeris t ic  parapet steps down in stages ~o'r?ard the rear 
to mirror the  backward slope of -,he f l a ~  r o o f .  "ranson vrindows on shogfro3t to 
lef t  a r e  covered. Shopfront to r ight  featxres xodern shed roof w i t h  standi2g-seam 
metal sheathing. 



11. 110 E. Gaines, Coctributing Element. Not on 1905 Sanborn m a g ;  appears on 1 9 1 2  
map. Circa 1910. Single story ear2y 2oth centqJr-y c m e r c i a l  bul ldir ig  composed r;-f 
smooth ad rock-face cast-concrete blocks. F a ~ a d e  features panels over  the  
~ h o p f r o ~ t ,  ventilators and an a l resz  f u i l  entablat- re. Characteristic siue 
parapet steps doh7 in s tages  to aixxor the backward slope of the flat roof. Shop- 
f r o n t  ertrance altered; currently fitted w i z 5  sr-odern shed raof starding-seam metal 
awn i r-g . 

12. 109 - 119 E. Gaines. No3-contributirg element .  Notably altered sicgle s t o r y  
brick early 20" cer-tury commercial bcildtnq w\.i th what w e r e  originally f l v e  mequa1 
s i z e  shopfronts. rhe lower kqo-thirds of t h e  facade has Seen altered ic an 
unsympathetic manner - 5mce the =on-contrib~ting s t a tu s .  

1 3 .  113 E. McCloy. Nan-contribcting Elenent. Seriously altered one story early 
twentieth century br ick  comercia1 bcilEing. Origiral  flat roof now covered by a 
low-pitch gable end raof. Roof's gables azd s l d e  sheazhed in synthetic clapboards. 
New shed aming across shopfront. 

14. 314 N. Kain. Fon-coctrib-aticg E l e m e n t .  Sericusly altered single szory brick 
h i s t o r i c  commercial building. Fltted c i r c a  1970 with m e t a l  slig-covered f ron t ,  
new fixed awning. 

15. 310 - 312 N. Main. Contributing Element. Circa 1915. Not on 1912 Sanbom Map; 
appears first on 3920 map. Single s tory  @&sly 20'- cena;ry brick comercial Eouble 
bullding. Pronounced upper facade features paEels with Flemish bond effect znd 
decorative iron ven:llators. Building culr.ina:es in a relatively prexinent br ick  
cornice. Transoms covered ar,d fixed awnirg is recer.t. 

16. 306 N. Main. Won-cor-tributirg Eleiient.  Sericusly alzered c.1940 slngle story 
gainted brick comercial building. Upger facade features brick f l u t i n g  2anels - a 
hesitant t o ~ c h  of the  Fodernistic i n f l .~ence .  Facade dominated 3y f a i r l y  recent 
pronounced "Colonial" StyLe colmar portico. 

17. 300 - 3 0 4  N. Kaic. Contrijuting Element. C i r c a  1900. Not ox 1897 S a b o r n  rap, 
appears first on 1903 rap. Wide single story brick coirmercizl building providing 
for three stores. Koteworthy bric:kwork on the upper facade, i ~ c l u d i n g  u1'~sua l  45 
degree angle panels that create lozenge-like effects, segmentally arched 
vectilators, and pronounced corbel tabling at the cornice I l n e .  Side elevation 
features octagonal u:indows (probably more recent). Characteristic side 7arapet 
steps down in stages toward the rear =o m i r r o r  the backward slope of the f l a r  
r o o f .  Transons covered; shopfronts variously altered; cevr quarter-round clozh 
a - m k ~ g s  on sone shopfronts. 

18. 206A N. Main. Noc-contributing Element. Seriously altered historic building. 
Originally a two story Italianate commercial building -- facade is largely of 
recezzt v in tage  --synthetic stucco, modern snap-in muntin windows and new windue; 
surrounds. Shopfront is circa 1950. ?roninent, fairly r e c e n t  shed roof(resting on 
salvaged cast-iron columns) s p a s  en t i r e  block at stopfront level. 

19. 206B W. Main. Non-contributing Element. Seriously altered historic corn-.ercial 
juilding. Narrow t w o - s t o r y  brLck comercial building with modem sylzthetic stucco 
paneled upper facade; lower facade dominated by prominent modern shed roof fixed 
awning resting on salvaged cast-iron columns. 

20 . 206C N .  Main. Non-contributing Element. Seriously altered historic c m e r c i a l  
buildinp with fairly recent upper facade f e a t u r i n g  false windows, a panei and a 
corclce - ali formed of synthe~ic s t . ~ c c o .  Lower facade dominated by prominent 
shed roof fixed awning resting on salvaged cast-iron columns. 

21. 202 N .  Main. Contributing 3lement. Circa 1900. One of two remaining 
contributing Ptalianaze comercial buildings on the east side of t he  old 
courthouse sgmre.  Two-story building with an upper facade featur icg i o ~ r  
prominent windows with decorative brick segmentally arched caps, a large panel 
sarnol~n=ed by a cornice fornee of bric!<s laid with the corners outward, & ~ d  a 
second richly formed crowning cornice with jrackets, modlllions and lozenges. 



Strongly detailed upper facade visually domlnates t h e  lower facaae w i t h  its noden 
shed roof fixed awn in^ resting on salvaged cast-iron c o l m s .  

'* 

22. 202 N. Main. Contributing e l e ~ . e ~ t .  C i r c a  1900 .  One of two r a i n i n g  
coctributing Italianate commercial $uil&ings on :he e a s t  side of the old 
courthouse square. Two-story buildicg with a7 upper facade featuring f ou r  
promlner-t xindoius w i t h  decorative br ick segme9tally arched caps, a large pael 
surmotrnted by a cornice formed of bricks laic witk the  corners outward,  and a 
second richly fomed crowning co rn ice  iuith brackezs, madiilions and lozenges. 
Strongly detailed up3er facade visually dorrinates t3e lower facade w i t h  its rnocern 
shed roof fixed a m l n g  resting on salvaged cast-iron colwuis. 

2 3 .  20DA N. Main. Non-colltrlb-~ting Element. Seriously altered two story historic 
c o m r c i  building. Upper facade features false windows, pane;s and ventilator 
panels -- all formed of synztetic stucco. Lower  facade defined by nodern shed 
roof  awning resting on salvaced cast-iron colunns. 

24. 2008 N .  Kain. Non-contributing elemen,. Seriously altered histoxic comercia1 
building. Single story comercial bullding wizh a two-story Italia~ate-looking 
false front facicg North Main. Lower facade Fitted with modern shed roof fixed 
ahnlng resting on salvaged cast-iron colu_ms. 

2 5 ,  110 - 1;8 M. Yain. Contrib~ting 3:ment. Circa 1900. Distinguished wide one 
story brick comercia: building t h a t  provides for f o u r  s t o r e s ,  as registered in 
the upper facade. S~rongly derailed upper facade features fipward thrusting piers ,  
central  raised tablets, pronounced corbel tzbl icg,  p a e l s ,  a d  vez-its with 
segmentally arched tops. Shopfronts vasLously altered; new cloth awni3gs on some 
shopf r o n t s  . 

26. 108 _U. Main. Contribu~ing Elmect. S i ~ g l e  s t o r y  early 20" c e n t u y  brick 
comercial building. 3pper facade features a c a m i c e  formed of bricks laid w i t h  
the corners outward. Lower facade featcres modern shed roaf fixed awning and some 
boar2 and bazten siding. 

27. 104 - 106 N. Main. Conrribucing Elenen=. Older single story brick comercial 
building fitzed with new facade c.1955. Presenz facade features strong w i r e  mesh 
stretched and. held in place by a system of rectirinear ribs and cross members, 
creating a dynamic repeating rhythn. Prominmt f l a t  fixed awning. D e s i g n  shows 
s t r o n g  influence of late International Szyle. 

28.  100 - i02 N. Main. Coctrib~ting Element .  Circa 1930. Not on :920 Sanborn Map, 
appears on 1938 m a p .  Sl~gle s t o r y  standard early 20'' centcry  brick conmercial 
building with rhree shopfrocts. U ~ p e s  facade's three venti1a:ors are outlined to 
produce an Art Moderne effect; comers similarly treated. Characzeristic s i d e  
parapet steps down in stages to nixror t he  backdard slope of =he flat roa f .  

29. 102 A. Main, Co~tributing Element. Circa 1930. Single s t o r y  light-colosec 
brick small professional building. A sigr_ificant example  o f  A r t  M0derr.e influexce 
in doimto+,m Konricello, the builclng features horizontal lknes ,  a dynamic ccrvisg 
corner  w i t h  a v:ir.dov: band t h a t  fo1lov;s t h e  curve, streamlined metal ventilator 
covers, and a flat half-clrcle fixed awning over ore of tke facade's two 
entrances. Xed brick aed'tion towards t h e  rear has been pzin~ed to match t he  
f i n e r  facade b r i c k .  

30. 107 N. Main. Ledinger Buildicg. Contributing Elenen:. 1952 (documented date 
- upper facade tablet). Single story brick commercial bcilding with a massive un- 
adorned upper facade; ?la= fixed aming .  

31. '03 W. Gaines. Contributing Elemert. Circa 1890. Ap~ears on 1891 Sanborn Map. 
Wo-story brlck commercial juildinq -- one of only  t w o  of the  o r i g i n a l  seven two- 
s t o r y  Italianate buildings on the sou=h s i d e  of t h e  o l d  courthouse square. Ugper 
facade features three two-over-two windows, wizh decorative brick segmental arch 
zops, s e t  wi th in  a large recessed payel. hove and below the recessed area are 
baqds of decorative bricks formed w i t h  the corners  facing outward. A crowning 
cornice features iarge modillions, dentils and half sunbursts. Characteristic 



side parapets  step dovci in stages to mirror =he backward slope of the flat roof. 
Corner entrance confip1ratio3 original, but present shopfront 4s c. 1960. Rear of 
building is partially c o l l a p ~ d .  - 

3 2 .  105-111 West Gaines. Noc-coctsibuting element. Circa 1965. ;?Tide building 
(providlzg for 5 stores). T h l s  plain, single-szory brick comercial building was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  af ter  a J a ~ u a r y  196C fire destroyed five two-story Italianate 
comerc ia ;  buildings in this footprint. 

33. 123 W. Gaioes. Contributing E l e m e n t .  Circa 1890. Appears or 189: Sarhorn Kap. 
W o  story brick comnercial building ( s l n c e  stuccoed over) --  one of only t w o  of 
t h e  original seven Italia-.late bnildings on t h e  south side of the old courr3o~se 
sqJare. Facade re ta ins  rlchly famed  cornice with large rnoCillions, brackets and 
half s ~ ~ b u r s t s  (matching #31). The original Italianzte facade ~ i n d o w s  were 
repiaced w i t h  multi-pane indusrrial type windows circa 1930. Stucco was presumably 
app;ied at = h i s  t h e .  The shopfront  is fairly r e c e n t ,  a l t h o ~ g h  some elements of 
the original casz-iron shopfron; survive. Side elevations retain origiral 
segne9tal arch windows on :he upger s t o r y .  Characteristic s i d e  parapers step down 
in stages to mirror the backarc slope of tke f l a t  r o o f .  Shopfron: transom 
covered. B u i l d i n g  is being counted as c o n t r i h t i n g  because stucco and Lpper facade 
window replacement were in place f a r  some 30 years in the h i s t o r i c  period for t h i s  
nomication. 

3 4 .  I02 N. Ckurch. Co~tributing Element. Cira 1950. single story brick 
comerciai building. Modem shed axning detracts slightly from r i d - c e n a r y  rr.odern 
character but I s  easily reversible. 

35. 204 F. Gaires, Menticello Municipal Building. Nor-contribdtirg Element .  
(Determined by staff of Arkansas Fi s to r i c  Preservation ProqraT to be non- 
contributing because of additions - see followixg description.) 934 a d  circa 
1935. The municlgal complex comprises t ~ i O  :4cdernistic S t y l e  buildings that were 
kinked by ar- addltior in L968. Thgr  will be treatec as one juilding. The 
msicipal buildicg (1934 .  2. Ray Burks,  architect) is a single s t o r y  stxcture of 
Light color brick and cas: storie. The facade features advancing and receding t*;ail 
places, copious f l o r i d  styLized plant forms in bas relief, stylized eagles ic 
panels, and fluted pilaster s ~ r l p s .  To the rear  is a two-szory, light-color brick 
fire station builr circa 1935, witk bas reyief repeating geometrical strips over 
t h e  fire engine doors and a central 3as relief panel at :he parapet d e p i c t i n g  
fire-fighting equipmnt in dynamic Lse. The two buildin~s were ltnked i n  1968 via 
a large brick, single s t o r y ,  rear addirion to the municipal hilding. In 1978 the 
municipal building was extendefi to =he eas= with a single-story A r t  Nodeme- 
Looking brick addition w i t h  a curv ing  b a ~ d  of comer w i n d o w s .  Modem l e x - t o  
addition to :he £:rehouse ia the rear. 

3 6 .  211 W. Gaines ,  U. S. ?ost OfEice (National Registerl. Contributing 3lenent. 
1933; Louis A .  Simon, archizect. Si~gle s t o r y  variegated br ick and cast-stone 
buildirg in the Modernistic Style. Cast-store central facade features c o r n i c e  
s t r i p s  over the openings and sty;ized anthemion panels. Syxpathe~ic I962 recessed 
addition o f  marching brick at t h e  east  sLde. 

3 7 .  111 N. Chester. Contributing Elemen:. Circa 1935. Brick single s:ory small 
professional office building. Symmetrically articulated, its chevrons aria 
herringbone facade brickwork at the entrarce snggest Modernistic influesce. The 
hood over the entrance scggests the  French Baroque. 

3 8 .  103 N. Chester.  Con:ributlng Element .  Circa 1955. Single s t o r y  concrete 
block low-key commercial buildlng with brick veneer facade. 

3 9 .  D z w  Theaterlna address). Contributing Elernent. Circa 1955. Low-key brick 
linear auditorium with  prominert fron: lane1 and a marquee displaying ~odernis=ic 
inspired designs. 






































