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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

That p o e i o n  of downtown Van Buren hereby propssd as the Van Buren Historic 1 
District includes of some twenty comercia1 structures along :six b l o c k s  
of the city's Plain Street. The area includes the railroad depot at the 
north end of the district and extends southweest to . the A r k a s a s  Mver. ' The 
majority of t h e  structures in t h i s  district were constructed in, t h e  1880-1900 
period, when Van Buren prospered Ath the comiTlg of the railroads. Tne 
archLtr~ettaxa1 styles are varied and tinusual, buk predominantly V i c t o r i a n .  
There have been several intrusions in the district ,  ' The facades have .not -,------+- ---- -- 
been penitanently altered. Alumir~um has been placed ovcr many of the facadss 
far a more nodern_ apgearance: .the aluminum. could be stripped, of-f quite  easi ly.  - . .'. +' " ' .. . . -- . = . . " .  . .  . 

.. . -  .. * .  _ . . . . .  . . * . .  .-.. .. . - -  .+. - . .  . <* 

Thers'-are fi* ' s t r u c t e t s  .within- Wie' .dis*ric t which: are' espekial ly  interesting. 
The V~ &en' railgbad depot 'a.E Plain and' ~ a j e  tC&iL1e Streets was con st rutted 
e. 1900. The brick sLcrrrcture is topped w i t h  a high hipped roof of clay t i l e .  

I ! 
Hip-roofed dormers project from each elevztion. .Twin chimneys extend above 
the one-and-fie;-half storey building- The depot features w i d e  supprti-ve 
Srackats, typical of many Arkansas r a i l road  Zepnts. 

Tns mst architecturally.~n~sual bailding in the d i s t r i c t  is the Crawford 
County Bank at: Seventh and Mair? Streets. Tbe thre2-storey bui ld iny  w a s  
constructed in 1889. Tae brick bank features a decorative corrrsr turret 
cap24  with a conical. roof and topped with a f in i a l .  The t h i r d  storey has ,,9 

scalloped shingles and r o k d e ?  ornai~en-kal pi lasters on its eikesior walls. 
,-:. . The pilasters are ea2ped w i t h  conical roofs. Other features of the  building 

UcluZe sem5-elliptical window heads and keystones, denti led cornices and 
dacorative brackets. 

. . . , .  . . _ - .  - -  , . 
N e x t  door t b  the -~r'awford' Cbwtp ~ h k  is inother bank building hiso 'built:  
in 1889. This three-storey brick structure was the second building bui l t  
by the Citizens Bank. It features a center-pediment - w i t h  a f Fnial extending 
above , h e  . roofline. . -  Corbelling at t h e  roofline gives a ribbonrlike effect. - . .  

The building which f i r s t  housed the Citizens & I - w a s  built in I887 at 
524 Kzin Street- This building features a corner entry and i s  interesting 
in the round arched window heads w5ich feature alternating segments of 
cut snd cast stone. 

The Anheuser-Busch building at Fifth and b l a i n  Stxeets was constructed c. 1090, 
This two-  storey rectangular bailding features a terra-cotta &heuser -~u~ch  
crest in the f r o n t  parapet. It is one of  t h e  f e w  remaining beer degots 
in PLlrkansas. . . - . .  

I _ . I  

t'ne s i t e  of the CrawEord co;nty courthousa i ~ t  Thira and F0lain ~ t i e e t s  has . 
haen the  center of Crawford County g o v e r m ~ z t  since 1342. The original 
20urti10use was hilt 3840-41 and housed the District Court for  western  
Arkansas (1851-71). The cour.tI~ouse burned in 1876 but the  walks were 
so built t h a t  they w e r e  not da~aged and were retained for the nev bui1d:inq 
which erected c. 1690. The main b u i l d i n g  is flanked by t w o  w i n g s .  A 
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The area comprised o f  one-half lstocf.. on e i t h e r  side of Main Streat  stretching 
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any h a g i n a r y  projection of Main Street ta t h e '  water's edge of' the Arkansas 
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Van Bum, Arkansas 
Main Street Historic District 

Legend 

Buildinp for which thtrt i s  an a p  
proved rebbilitationirestoration 
proposal and art thus tligibEe for 
HCRS grant-in-aid funding. 

* Those storekont tacad~r planned to 
receive HCRS funding during the ini- 
tial work period (1979-19823. 

- -- Main S t w t  Historic District 
Boundaries 

WORTH 
b 
Nm To UI 

Plan of Main Strect Hi-ric DbtriE!,Vm Buren. Arkansas. showing HCRS grant 
,ui!dings and other sigrrifican!.sites. 
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