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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

That portion of downbtown Van Buren hereby proposed as the Van Buren Historic
District includes of some twanty commercial structures along - six blocks
of the city's Main Street. The azea includes the railrxoad depot at the

north end of the district and extends southwest to- the Arkansas River. " The
majority of the structures in this district were constructed in the 1880-1300
peried, when Van Buren prospered with the coming of the railroads. The
architactural styles are varied and unusual, but predominantly Victorian.
There have been several intrusions in the district.  The facades have not-w“~-f--_.“,_
been permanently altered. Aluminum has been placed over many of the facades
for a moxre mgdernhappgaxance:‘the aluminum_coulq be stripped_oﬁf quite easily.
Thera’ are flve structures w1hh1n the dlStrlCt Whlch are espec1ally interesting.
The varl Buren rail¥oad depot at Main and Fayettevilla Strests was constructed
c. 1900. The brick structure is topped with a high hipped roof of clay tile.
Hip-roofed dormers project from each elevation. -Twin chimneys extend ahbove
the cna~and-ona~half storey building. The depot features wide supportive
brackets, typical of many Arkansas railroad depots.

The most architecturally .unusual building in the district is the Crawford

County Bank at Seventh and Main Streets. The three-storey building was

constructed in 188%., The brick bank features a decorative cornsr turret

capped with a conical roof and topped with a finial. The third storey has L
scalloped shingles and rounded ornamental pilasters on its exterior walls.

The pilasters are capped with conical roofs. Other fesatures of the building

include semi-elliptical window heads and keystones, dentiled cornices and

dacorative brackets.

Next door to the Crawford County Bank is another bank building also built
in 1883. This three-storey brick structure was the second bulldlng bhuilt
by the Citizens Bank. It features a center-pediment with a finial extending
above the roofline. Corbelling at the roofline gives a ribbonr-like effect.

The building which first housed the Citizens Bank was built in 1887 at

524 Main Street. This building features a corner entry and is interesting
in the round arched window heads which feature alternating segments of

cut and cast stone.

The Anhauser-Busch building at Fifth and Main Streets was constructed c. 1830.
This two-storey rectangular building features a terra-cotta Anhemser-Busch
crest in the front parapet. It is one of the few remaining beer depots

in Arkansas.

Tne site of the Crawford County Courthouse at Third and Main Streets has .
Isen the center of Crawford County government since 1842. The original
sourthouse was built 1840-41 and housed the District Court for western
Arkanszas (1851-71)., The courthouse burned in 1876 buk the walks were

50 built that they were not damaged and were retained for the new building
vhich erected c¢. 1B90. The main building is flanked hy twe wings. A
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The area comprised of one-half block on either side of Main Strest stretching
from Cane Hill Street southwestward to the end of Main:and on either side of
any imaginary projection of Main Street to the watex's edge of the Arkansas

River, the eastern boundary of the area extruding to include the whole block
on which the County Courthouse sits.
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Buren, Arkansas

Main Street Historic District

Legend

Buildings for which there is an ap-
proved rehabilitation/ restoration
proposal and are thus eligible for
HCRS grant-in-aid funding.

Those storefront facades planned to
receive HCRS funding during the ini-
tial work period {1979-1982),

Main Street Historic District
Boundaries

NORTH

Nox To Scale

Plan of Main Street Historic District, Van Buren. Arkansas, showing HCRS grant

wildings and other significant. sites.
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[TED STATE DEPARTMENTO  {EINTE
" N TIONALP \RK SERVICE



mvmorazer:

L T S

s



Forrm Mo. 10-201a
{Rev, 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPHT ORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW 7O COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALLEMTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

%X NAME
HISTORIC Van Buren Historic District

AND/OR COMMON

CITY, TOWN Van Buren ——=VICINITY OF STATE Arkansas COUNTY Crawford

%} PHOTO REFERENCE

FHOTO CREDIT Sandra Taylor DATE OF PROTO 1975

NEGATIVEFILEDAT  mrlkeansas Historic Preservation Program

DESCRIGE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC, IF DISTAICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO
Anheuser-Bush Building, viewed from the northeast 6

GPO 8924352









