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Description 

During rhe Railmad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variery of vernacular houses were 
conszructcd. They were also built our of a variety of materials. W i v i n g  examples from this period, 
howcvcr, are somewhat limited. The Williams House is a good example of a one-story cross-shaped 
building that is of frame constmaion and clad mainly with weatherbard. 'Fhe souh and west gable 
ends as well as the addition to the southwest corner of the house have all been sided with askstos. 
The gable roof of the house is covered with composition shingles and the enEire structure rests on brick 
piers. 

Located one-quarter mile north of the intersection of County Road 54 and State Road 267, this 
building was constructed approximately two miles southwest of downtown Searcy. The WilIiams House 
was consmcted C. 1910 is currently unoccupied and in fair condition. Its main. or east elevation is 
dominated by an ornate gable end. While all four gable ends feature gable returns only the eastern 
gable end is further embellished. The upper portion of this gable end has been adorned with decorative 
geometric woodwork. Shed roof prches flank the eastern gable ends; the nonhem half of the 
southern porch, however, has k e n  enclosed. This enclosed porch is fastrated with a small single 
two-over-mo double-hung aluminum sash window. Botb porch roofs are supported by chamfered posts, 
The northern porch is accessed by a single asymmeuically placed door on rhe east elevation of the 
house. 

Fenestration of the original building consists of single or paired symmetrically arranged six- 
over-six double-hung wood sash windows rhat are original to the house and three-over-one double- 
hung wood sash replacement windows. An ell-shaped porch was originally found on the nolthwest 
comer of the building but the porch has since k e n  enclosed. This enclosed porch is accessed by a 
single symetricdly pIaced door an the projecting west elevation. Anozher addition encompasses the 
entire southwest comer of the original house. This shed roof ponion of the building is fenestrated on 
both the south and west devations by paired asymmeuically placed one-over-onc double-hung woal 
sash windows. The south elevation also exhibits a small three-over-one double-hung w d  sash 
window. 
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Significance 

!men ~s house was constructed, c. 1910, it was one of many cross-shaped buildings built 
during fhe Railroad Em (1 870-1914). Though there are eighteen of these buildings extant in the 
cowry, few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the Williams House. For ithis reason it is being 
nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 
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Beginning at the p i n t  formed by tbe inkmixtioa of a h e  runniag along the western edge of the associared driveway 
with a pwpendicular line running parallel to the northem elevatim of the building and I-ted 50 feet. to the n d  
thereof (the driveway enhaace king Ioc8ted on the western edge of State Highway 267 at a dis&nce approximately 
2.000 feet to the north of its intersection with County R o d  54). . long said line for a distance of 
approximately 200 feet t~ tbe p i n t  formed by its in-ion I mr line m m h p  parallel to the 
western elevation of the building; thence proceed southerly aIong mce of approximately 200 feet 
to a point formed by its intersection with a w d i c u l a r  line running parallel to the southern elevatiw of the 
building; hence p d  easterly for a distance of approximately 2QO feet along said line to its irtmtiw with a 
perpendicular line running along the western edge of the driveway; thence proceed northerly for a distaoce of 
approximately 200 feet along said line to the point of beginning. 

Boundan Justification: 

prcK.aedu 
with a pc 
said line 

vesterly a 
rpeadicul, 
for ia dfst 

The original lot has beea subdivided during the am-historic period, resulting jn an indefmite r m m t  lot h d a r y  ; 
therefore, this b w n d a q  includes all the m y  historically associated with this tesource that retains its mtegricy. 














