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1. Name of Property 
hlstorlc name Grif fi thville School 
other narneslslte number Resource #Mil205 

2. Pocatlon 
sir-1 & numixerr H i m  11 U n o t  lor puMlcrtlon N/A 
c b ,  t o m  G r a i t h v i l l e  vlclnlty N/A 
state , a q a s  c d e  AR county White code 145 rip 72060 

3. Ctarslflcatlon 
Owners hip of Property Category of Propew Number of Resources wtthln Property 

private rXI bullding(s) Contributing Noncontrlbutlng 
public-local distrlct 1 - bulldlnga 
publlcdtate C7 site sites 

Q public-federal structure structures 

Q $ I ~  objectre 
1 T m l  

Hame of related rnultlpls property Il8tin : P N m b r  d mnttlbutlng m r c e r  pnrvlo-wly 
Historic and Archi tec tura bsoutces of White County, in t b  National A~~~~~ N/A 

Arhlsas 
4, StatelF~Imral Apancy Csrtlilcetlon 
-- - -- 

As the deelgnated authority under the Natlonal Hlstorie Pmsrvrtlon Act of t9M, as nrnendsd, I hereby emlty that thls 
namlnatlon Irequest b r  detsrmfnntlon of sllglblllty mlwts Zhs docummntntlon mndatds lot raglaerlng proplrtlsn In t)n 

W e  or Federal agency mnd bureau 

- In my oplnlon, the property meets = d m  not meet the National Regimtsr crltstls. nSma conllnuatlon shnt. 

Stste or F-1 agency and bureau 

5. National Park Senrlce Certlflcetlon 
I, hereby, certify thet this property 13: 

Denrered in the National Register. 
See conttnuetion sheet. 

ndetermined - ellgiMe for the Natlonal 
Register. see cwrtlnuanon sheet. 

I~determined not etlgible for the 
National Register. 

nmovsd from the Natlonel Register. 
other, [explajn:) 

Slgnatun d thr K m p r  Dalr ol Actlon 



6. Function or Use 
Hlstor~c Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Education / School 1- - 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from [nstructions) 
(enter categories from inst-ns) 

foundation a- 
Other: WPA C r a f t s m a n  Architecture walls R r i  rk 

roof _dsDhal t 
other _kood 1 

b s c r h  p m m ?  and hlstwie physicall appearance. 



------------------------- __----------------------- ---==-=======--- 
8. Statement of Significance 
---____l-l---__d------ - ------------ 

- - I - - _ _ k _ - - - - - - d - l _ - - - - - - - - - - I I - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ - -  

ertifying official has considered the significance of t h i s  property in 
?latian to other  properties: Locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations [Exceptions): 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

Period (s ) Significance: 

s i g n i f i c a n t  Pates: 1939 

Significant Person(~1: NIA 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Ilrchitect/Builder: Works Promess Administration 

tate significance of property, and j u s t i f y  criteria, criteria 
-onsiderations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet. 



--- 

9. Major Bibliographical References ---------------------------------- ,,,-========--------------------------------------------- 
lee tTfistoric and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section 

1 

X - See  continuation s h e e t .  

Previous documentation on file (NPS]: 

- preliminary determination of individual listing ( 3 6  CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the ~ational ~egister 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by ~istoric American Buildings Suwey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary -cation of Additional Data: 

- State historic preservation office 
- other state agency 
- Federal agency 
+ m c a l  government 
- university 
A O t h e r  -- Specify Repository: 

-- - - - = = = = , ~ T I = = = = E = = = = = = = = - = E = ~ = = = = = , - - - - - ,  

- .Om Geographical D a t a  ------------------ , , , , , , , , ,---,, , , ,---=E====~- f= t=~ -=== , ,= , - , , - - - , ,  --------- 
.creage of Property: Less than 1. acre 

aM References: Zone E a s t i n g  Northing Zone Easting Northing 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet .  

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet. 

Boundary Justification: A See continuation sheet. 

II, Form mepared By -- ................................... ----------- -- ------------------ 

NameJTitle: Jill Bavles, National Resister Historian 

~rganization:Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram Date:13 November 1989 

?treet & Number:225 E. Markham. Suite 300 Telephone:1501S 324-9346 

c i t y  or Tom: Little R ~ c k  State:& ZIP: 72201 
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The Griffithville School, built by the Works Progress Administration in 1939, employs 
Craftsman features and has a constnrction method and design that is characteristic of the federally 
funded institutional buildings fsom the lare 1930". The building, located fang n state highway in 
Grifftthville, is still used as a school, is in good condition, and has undergone very lirtle alteration 
within the last fifty years. 

The long, rectangular, me-story structure is of fi-dme construction with a brick veneer. Its 
Craftsman elements include three gable dormer windows along the north elevation, exposed rafters 
underneath both the gablea-hip roof and the dormer windows, and multi-paned stationary windows 
running the entire length of the  no^ and south eIetrations, 

lhw gable-roofed stoop porches suppwted by brick columns are located on the nosth and east 
elevations, with a larger, gable-roofed side porch located on the west elevation This side porch is 
suppomd by four brick columns, has decorative braces under ils gable, and a set of mdti-paned french 

I doors topped with a multi-paned, stationary vansom window that d o w s  access to the interior. The 
I% other doors entering off of the stoop porches arc also multi-paned and t q p d  by stationary transoms, 

The roof is covered with composition shhgles and h e  foundation, housing a partial cellars is made of 
cast concrete. 
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The Griffithville School is one of only a few govmment-funded schools in White County 
constructed of brick rasher than native stone, which was the preferred material of Works 
Progress and Civilian Conservation Corps workers. Its design, however, follows h e  same 
floorplan and stylistic details as other WPA and CCC buildings. The Iong, rectangular plan is 
highlighted by Craftsman and Prairie style features, which, as discussed in the associated 
property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings, became characteristic of 
government-funded properties and also influenced the design of private properties for several 
years. rnerefore, this property i s  significant under National Register Criterion C for generating 
a particular farm, method of canstruction and style that became popular during this perid. The 
1939 const;nrction date of this school makes it one of the county's last eligible structures and 
limits its period of significance to one year, 

As discussed in Historic Context 3: Boom and Bust Era, the sch001 is also historically 
significant under Criterion C because of its association with the Works Progress Administration, 
one of several federal Aief programs that entered the entire state during the Depression years 
and provided not only jobs for its workers, but also the most madem and complete eduational 
buildings and recreational centers that mast residents of these small areas had ever seen. Often 
these buildings also displayed the only architectural features in these primarily vernacular 
communities. 

The small community of Griffithville had its beginnings in the 1850's, when it was 
horn as D o g w d  Township. Its settlers were farmers whose small, self-sufficient farmsteads 
were scattered throughout the area. With the advent of the railroad in the late 18a)'s, the 
community finally developed into a town, and could boast of a sawmill, a general store and post 
office, and a Baptist church. With this new growth, the residents decided to give their 
community an official name, and they chose Griffithville in honor of the man sent by the Rock 
Island Railroad to survey the area. In 1900, the fmt public schwl was constructed, which 
consisted of eight grades in one m m .  

Although the Depression forced two grocery stores and the town" s f e  to close, ?he 
school continued to expand. The final four grades were added by 1934 and six smaller schools 
were consolidated, bringing the enrollment to about 100 by the time the WPA finished the new 
building in 1939. 
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Verbal: Bozsldarv kscri~tim; 

Beginning at the pint formed by the intersedm of h e  g ~ ~ t h r n  edge of State Highway 1 t with a pwpendicular 
h e  iunniag parallel to the wastern elevation of the who01 and located approximately 25 feet to the west themf, 
proceed souther1 y along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a pint  fwmed by its intersection with 
8 perpndiwlar line &g parallel to the southem elevation of the school; thence proceed essteriy for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet along said line to a pint  formed by its intewtion with s perpendicular line nrnning 
parallel to the eastern elevation of the school; theace prmeed northerly along mid Ihe for r distance of 
approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line nznning dong the southem 
edge of State Highway 1 1; thenee p& wester1 y along said line for a distanw of approximate1 y 200 ftet to Ihe 
point of beginning. 

I Boundarv IusZific~ttioa: 
* 

The original lot has lbeea subdivided during the nw-historic pid, d t h g  in an indefiaite curreat log bouadary; 
therefore, this bundary  includes a11 the property historially associated with this rewunce that retgins its integrity. 
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