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Iw bm@tlng N e w  R q W r  Fwms (Natlmal Regcaw Bulletln 16). C o m W  each Item by rnarklw "x" In ths appropriate box w by sntarlng 
.the requested information. If an [tern d m  nor apply to t h  property Wng doeumenlsd, enter "Nld" for "M rppllcabls." For fumtlm, styles, matsrlala, 
end amas of signlflcance, rtrrter only the ~ategorlus and subcetegorle6 llnted In the Inst~etlonl. For addl!lonnI rprcs usu continuation ahset8 
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1. Name of Property 
hlltorlc name Hale, Thomas Jef f  esson, General xerchandlse Store 
other nameslslts number Resource ?4Fll180 

2. Locrtlon 
rtnrt & number County Roads 62- U not for pu bllc~t'lon h' id 
City, town Vini tp  Corner viclntty h-/b 

l t l l t l  Arkansas oodS AR county white ODdm I / , <  ZIP Oodl N / A  

- .  

prlvare bulldlng(a) Cantrlbutlng Nonoontrlbutlng 
publlc-loed [3 district 1 bulldlngl 
public-~tste s lk  #ha8 
publlc.fsdeml structurs atruutunr 

object - object8 
1 n Total 

l ame of rslated multiple p r o m  Illlng: Number of oontrlbutlng naoureer pmlowly 
aistoric and Architectural Resources Ilstsd in the Nntlonrl Rmgl8tar M!A 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certlllentlon 

As the des~gnated authority under the Nallonal Histwb P~eservstlon Act of 1866, as amando$, I hereby certlfy that thSl a nomination I request tor daleminatlon ol slliglblllty meet8 the documentailon mndards lor reglstsrtng propertltm In tha 
rwadurel and pratesalonal requlremenfs set forth In 36 CFR PeH 80. 
8.1 the National Repisla criteria. S.. cwitlnua&n ~nm. 

I C 

* 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bunrau 

1 In my oplnlon, the propem m o t s  d a  mt men the Mtbnal Rmglmter crlterlm. ~r cmlnuatlon mhw. 

Slgnatun ol commsntlng or olhrr,offlelnl Drta 

state or ~ m d m ~  a p m  md bumnu I 

5. National Park Sellrvlcs Cartltlcatlon 
I ,  hereby. certify that this prDperty IS: 

antered in the National Register. 
See mnlinuetiorn sheet. 

determined el lgibie for the Nation81 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

7 d e t e r m i d  not eligible for the 
National Regher. 

rernwed from the Natimel Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Slonatura d the Keepsr Date PI Adon 



6. Functlan w U8e ' . 

Historic Functions (enter categories from inmctions) Currant Functions (enter categories from inslruetions) 
~ommesce/Trade / Department Store Vacant/ Not in use 

' . 

7. Description. 
Architectural Classification Materials (ewer categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from i n s t N c t i i )  

fwndation concrete 
Other: Rectangular Commercial Vernacular walts sheet metal 

r d  metal 

ml~ee continwtim sheet 



8. Statement at Slgnlffcance I 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation b other properties: 
nationdty statewide locally 

Appacabla National Rqister Criteria DA B [XJ c D 

Criteria Consideratbns (Exmptlons) UA B n c  E F QG 

Areas of SqnMcam (enter categories fmm instructions) Pedod of Significance S i g n i f i m  Datm 

Cuhural Affiliation 

Significant P e m  
N/A 

State ~QfIhifieanCe of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of signfficanee noted above. 



* * 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section R. 

Bnvlow dooumentrtlon on fla (NP8): 
~ p n t l m l n r f y  dmtrrmhMlon of Indkldurl llltlng (38 CFR bn 

prwtourly I h t d  In thc Nltl6hrt Rmglmtrr 
prwloudy drt@rmlnsd rllglbte by the Natlonal Reglrlw 
dwlgnntad a Nattonal Hlrtorle kndmsrk 
nccrrdrd by Hletorlc Amsrlcan Bultdlngr 

Prlrnrry locrtlon ol rddltlonal data: 
stat. h~rtor~c pnrewatlon Mler  

B Othrr 8 tdo  agmncy 
Federal ngsncy 
Lmrl government 
Univenity 
Other 

Specify nporltory: 

Acreage of property 

UTM Relersncss 
A W  u u 

Zone Eastlng Norihlng 

Sse contlnuatlon sheet 

Verbal Boundary Dmcrlptlon - - 
See contlnuatlon sheet 

mundery Justlflcatlon 

See contlnuatlon sheet 

11. F m  Prepared By 
neme/tltje 8 
organlzatlon _Arkansas Provxam date 31  bhrrh: 199fl 
street Anumber 3 7 5  E Markham. 300 telephone 5nl  - 1 7 1  - 77h? 

clty or town L i t 2  state ZIP code - 
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Description 

Commercial buildings of the Boom and Bust Era (1914-1939) usually mirrored m n E  
architectural uends. White County builders during this period did not construct many high-style 
buildings; instead they bornwad architectural. details from these styles to embellish their basically 
vernacular brick structures. The Thomas Jefferson Hale General Merchandise Store, however, is an 
exception, because it was--and still is-sided with sheet metal instead of the customary brick. 

The Thomas Jefferson Hale General Merchandise Store is located on the southwest corner of 
County Roads 62 and 433, in what was originally a small crossroads cornmrrnity known as Vinity 
Comer. The building is one-story tall, of rectangular plan with a rear shed additim, and clad with 
sheet m e d .  Though it is currently unoccupied it is in fair condition The storefront windows facing 
County Road 433 are h - p a n e  fixed frame windows that flank the main double-door entry. Another 
single entry is located just east of the main enmce .  A shed mf porch extends the length of the 
facade and is supported by wooden pasts adorned with simple wooden brackets. The east elevation 
of the building's main block is fenestrated with a centrally placed double-sash pocket window. There 
is a shed roof addition on the building's south elevation A single e n m e  relieves the east elevation 

- - of this portion of the building while single, three-over-rhree double-hung sash windows are present on 
rhe other two elevations. The bmm sash of the window on the south elevation has ken Marded 
over. All elevations excep the rear are covered by a flat roof with a parapet. The entire structure 
is supported by cast concrete piers. 
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Significance 

The original community of Vinity Comer dates back to the pre-Civil War era wen though its 
name has been changed several times. From its initial settlement until the .early 1900's, ~s community 
was located on the main thoroughfare to Des Arc. Az this time, Des Arc, which is on the Urhite Rives 
in Prairie County, was Ehe closest source of dependable trade. Between 1899 and 1907, as well as 
between 1913 and 1918, Vinity Comer became so prosperous as to w m t  having its own post office. 

The Hale family was very prominent in the histozy of Vity Comr. They moved to the ma 
frm Mississippi amund 1860. Several Hale houses can still 'be found in h e  summding countryside 
alhough they date from a much later period. This family a190 lent its name to &e town: for a shwtt 
while, the town w a  known as Hale's Store, 

When the Thomas Jeffmun Hale building was mostruaed c. 1925, b was the main commercial 
building in this small community. It is also the only me that has sunived. In fact, it is the only 
surviving commercial structure in the county that was originally clad wirh sheet mexal. This building 
is the lone visual reminder of Viniry Corner3 pm prosperity. 

These are the reasons why this building is being nominated under both Criterion A and C with 
local si~ificance. 
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UTM Refemces: 

Verbal Boundam D&prion: 

Beginning at the point fomed by the ia-tion of tbe southern edge of County Road 433 with a pcrpeadicular 
line m i n g  patallel to tbe eastem elevation of the building and located 50 feet to the east thereof, procegd aouhwly 
dong said line for a distance of approximately UXI feet to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line runniag parallel to llhe southern elevation of the building; hence p r m d  westerly dong said line for a distance 
of appmximtely 200 feet to a point fomd by its intwsection with a pepdicular  line nmaing parallel to tbe 
wwtem elevation of the building; thence proceed northerly far a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line 
to its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the southern edge o f  County Road 433; thence p a d  
easterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line to the p i n t  of beprtnhg. 

Tbe original lot has h e n  subdivided d u ~ g  the non-historic perid, resulting in an indefinite curteat lot bomdasy ; 
therefore, this boundary includes all she property historical Iy associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 










