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1. Name of Promfly 
histork nnme Big Four School 
olhor narnesislte number kscurcc ~ikJH0583. 

2. Locatton 
street 8 number Countv Road 383 U not lor publlcatlon Y ~ A  
clty, t o m  ?r widence W vleinhy 
state Arkansas e a d ~  AR county k 'h i t e  ooda 145 slg~ede 72081 

. .* ,  , .. .-. . . 

3. Cfassiflc;alion 
Ownenhln of Propew Categorr of Property Number of A e s o u m  WMn Property 

prprlyate [ bulldlng(s) Conttlburlng Nonmnrrlbuzl ng 
C] public-local d~mrlct - 1 bulldlnga 
r] publEeS!~?e 83 stre sltas 

pubIbFederd strueturn ~Iruotum~ a object objrm~ 
1 0 Total 

-me of relaled muklpla propeny Ilstlngt Number of contrlbuttng reeourcas pwlowly 
1 .scoric and Architec turaZ Resources listed In the Na~lonal R ~ l s l e r  KIA 

.. 1; k'hite Cotmrv, Arkansas 
4. StatelFederal Agency Cenificatlon 

As the designated authority under the Nalional Historic Preservatlm A n  of 1968, es amefided, I hereby cenlfy Xhet rhls 
nomination requesl for determination of sllglbllity m m s   he doeumentarlon sandads lor reglsrsring praperlles in the 

professlenal regulmnenta m fonh In 38 CFR Pan 80. 
81 R ~ g l w r  criteria. [ j~ee oon~lnlsalfm sheet. 

3- $ 0  
Data 

State or FBdere egency and bureau 

1 In my oplnlon, the property 6 mmeers doee not meet the Netlonsl R~glster crlterlq, [ ses centlnuallon o h d .  1 
State ar Federal agency and bureau 

5. Ndlorllal Bark d Xrtlflcatlan 
I horoby. canify that t h~s  property Is- A 

fl entered in the National Regisrer. 
306 conllnuation $hw. 

odeterminad el!glble lor the National 
Register. 0 sea continuatton sheet, 

Oderermfned not eltglble for h e  
Netianal Register. 

., remwed from the Nalionel Rsgbler, 
_l other, (expldn:) 
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signature OI the -per Date of Anlon 
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7. D-prim 
~rchitm3ural Chssjfiealion Matsrigls (enter eatsgarifs ftom instructions) 
[enter categorim from inslmHim] 

iw ndation =L+- 

D D - 1  
. . walk novelty siding 

roof s h i n ~ l e  
other 

D e n i  p-t and  hi-^ physical app-. 

i ~ e e  cbntinuation sheet 
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El na- mstat&de DllccaIly 

, -rim ~ a t i m a ~  ~egisler Criteria DA E ~ c  D 

TTON 
SOC1.a HISTORY 

Period of S e w  Si5ca.t Qatss 
19 3 2  - 1940 N/A 

State significance d property. and justify mite*. mimh mid-@, and areas and perids of s i g n m w  noted ahwe. 
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See "Historic aacl ArchLceetural Resources of mire County, Arkansas," Section H, 

See mndnuatlon ahlea 
Revlous document8tlon m flle (NPS): 

prellmlnary determlndlan of Indlvlduaf llsdng (9e CFR 87) 
has been requa8ted 

13 iprevlously Ilsled In the hlat)onaf ReglaCr 
prevlou~ly dstermlnsd ellg1bTe by the Natlanal Reglater 
designated a Natlonel Hlstarle Landmetk 
recorded by Hlstork Amer~oan Bulldlngs 
Survey # 
recorded by Hlstorlc ~merlcan Englneeslng 
Reccd # 

Prlrnary lowlon of addttlanal data: , a State hlmrlc preservarlun anice 
Q Other State agenoy 

Fsderal agenoy c - Local uovernment 

10. Gqmphlcel  Date ~ + i  j , G 
mage of property 

; r n A 7 , ,  I I I , ,  , , ~ L L i t 1 I C I l ~ k ~ l  
Zone Eagtlng Nor? hlng Zone EaEting Marthing 

c w _L.u I 

Verbal B o u n d q  ~ e k r i p i i o n  

m~ee comlnuatlon shew 

Boundary Justlfical Ian 

See rontinuatkn sheet 
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feet & number - -  SuYtre 300 telephone 501-371-2763 

"clty or town L i t t l e  3ock state Arkansas rip oode 72201 
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Sectlon number T Page 1 

Situated in a grassy, tree-covered Sield in a remote area. the abandoned Big Four School 
building was conmaed  in 1915. but remodeled so exrensively in the 1930's by rhe Works Progress 
Administration bar it is actually more representative of h s  time period The school swnds neglected 
and is rapidly deteriorating, bur ir has nor been nltertd and its architectural d M s  remain inrack 

Coveted in novelty siding, TIE recmgdar, one-srory floorpIan is of a vcmacular design with 
a few ~xterior derails labeling iz as a WPA building. For example, even though mosl of the panes 
have been removed horn the double-hung windows, The sash sW shows nme-aver-nine mutins. The 
one-bay, c a n a l  fmnt porch has a gable roof and is supported by columns an piers, and there is a 
three-pane rransom over each of rhc NO front doors. Interior details at even more characterisdc of 
federally funded, Depression-era school buildings. A recessd stage w the north elevation faces a large 
blackboard on the south elevaion, with a swingom partition dividing rhe two areas. The ceilings and 
walls are cwtmd with horizontal boards. Even a few of the original WPA school desks remain inside; 
crudely cansfmcred, each consists of a wooden deslaop attached ro fhe rear of a bench-style scar 

The school has an interior chimney along the wesr elevation, c e n c e ~ d  bemen two rows of the 
nine-uves-nine double-hung windows. The tplo m s o m - t o m  doors off of the Wnt parch allow 
access to the interior, while wo more doors on lhc front elevation lead b m  an h e o r  brhntal  
hallway irrro the main poltion of the building. The gable roof is covered wiFh sbglcs and the 
concinuws foundation is made of smne. 
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The Big Four School building is locally significant because it is one of aaly a handful of 
.novelty-sided non-residential structures in & county. and m e  of only k e  such smnrctures constructed 
with rhe aid of federal programs. Its chara~~eristically WPA design, which consists of a rectangular 
floorplan and a gable-roofed porch supported by columns on piers. also makcs ir archiwcturally 
~ipificant under National Regism Criterion C kcause ir a w e s  a p d d a r  form, metho$ of 
construction md style of the 1930's. [See be assodated ptoprry type for Depression era Religious 
and hsrinrdonal buildings]. Its selling in an e#mrneIy d area of White County also adds ro its 
significance, as it was fie only school in rhis Yicinily and the only f e b e d y  funded mucum. 

The fact that such a small. Rlral community would even have a school Md ing  makes this 
strucrure historically sigificanr under CXttrion A. O ~ ~ y  hat in 1923, it served h c  communiry 
as both school and church for several years, which was a common practice at that time [see Wstoric 
Context 2: Development Era; and Historic Corltexr 3: Railroad Era). In rhe mid-1930's. the building 
undeswenf a major renovadon by Works Progress Administration worken and ics appearan& was altered 
to resemble other WPA schools fmm the period. hwlead of closing its doors when swcre flaoaing, 
a dmughr and plummeting conon prices sen1 rhe farm economy collapsing in rhe early 1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  the Big 
Four School was given a s~cond chnm with rhe aid of ~e Works Progress Administrafion. This 
program's assistancc, along with fimding k r n  the Federal E m e ~ m c y  Relief Adminismation (ERA), 
allowed small schools like Wis one ro continue opcmting. 
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,Acrea~e of pmm: 'Less than one 

Verbal Bauailar~ Descriptipn: 

Beginning ac the point fo& by the i n t e d o m  of the wastern Age of County Road 383 with a line running 
pmUel ro the northern eIewtiou of the bdding and lotawl 50 feer m h e  north thereof; ptoceed weglerly alwg 
said Ilne for a dstauce of approximately 200 f& to a poht formed by its intersecrioa with a pwpendicular h e  
mnning pmUe1 to Lhe -tern elevation of the building: thence p d  southerly for a dkmce of appmximalely 
200 feet along said line to a point fomed by its inkrsection 4th p perpendicular line nmning p a d e l  ro tbe 
southem .elevation of tht building; theace prcrctcd easterly along said line for a d i s h -  of approximarely MO feet 
to a point formed by its intersection with n Iint Rlaning along b e  western edge of County Road 3 83: thence proceed 
norzherly dong said h e  for a distaste of approximately 200 feet to the point of begianing. 

&oundaw Justification: 

Tbe uriginal schoolyard - i a d  Mrh h is  buiklimg bss b m e  quite overgrown due to the abandoment of the 
prw and has &us become difficult to distinguish; thcrcfme, this boundary indndes dl the p~operty his tori41 y 
swciared with h s  mmme: rbar retains its intepriv. 
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