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This form ls for use In nominating or requesting delerminations of eligibiity 1or Indhvidual properties of districts, Ses Instructions In Guide/ines
for Completing Nstional Reglster Forms {Nadonel Reglster Eullatin 16), Compiete each [tam by marking “x** In the appropriate box or by entering
the requestad Information, If an ltem dees net apply to tha property belng documented, enter "N/A™ for "'ner applicable,”” Far functions, otylea, materiats,
and areas ¢f signiflcance, entar only the calageries and subcalagoriae |lated in the Instructions, For additional space use continuation sheeots
{Form 10-8008}. Type &ll anirlas,

1. Name of Propenty
higtorle namsg Big Four School
clher namesisite number  Rescurce #WHOS81

2. Location
streat & number County Road 383 , [__|not for publication  N/a
clty, town Providence (%] vieinity
state Arkansas code AR __county White gode 145 Zipcods 72081
3. Clasgification o
Ownership of Praperty Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [ district 1 bulldinge
[ ] putlic-State [she sltes
(] publie-Federal [ structure structures
[levject objecte
1 0__ Total
sme of related muMiple propsnty listing: Nummber of contributing reagurces praviously
etoric and Architectural Resources listed in the Natlonal Register __N/A

spf White County, Arkansas _
4, State/Federal Agency Certification
i' As the designatad autharity under the Nalional Historic Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, | hereby certify that this

E nemination [_] requesi far determination of eliglbility meets the documaentation standards for registering properiles in the

\S—'-; ?"'50

Date

|
|

Arkansas Historic Preservation Praogram

State or Federa: agency and burasy - i = - |

L n my opinion, the property [:I maets Ddoaa hot 'maet the Natlonalr Fl;g!sner ¢titeria, D Saoraerntlnunﬂan aneal.

Signature of commenting or other officlal ] Date '

| Steta or Faderal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certlfication
I, horaby, cantify that this propery |s:

E enterad in tha National Ragister. M R
[ see cominuation sheet, 4’/’ . M/_‘ :/;Lw_
O hallv &

[[]determined ellgitle for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet,

[ determined not eligible for the
Nationa! Register.

__.femoved from the National Reglater.
_ ] other, (explain:)

Fal .
A4( Signature of the Keaper Date of Actien
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Historic Functions (entet categories from instructions)

fducation/ School

-

Current Functions {enter categories from instructions}
Yacane/ Not in Hse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter catagorios from instructions)

Orher- Vernacnlart Plain Traditienal

Orher: WPA School Design

Materials (anter categories from instructions)

foundation stons

walls novellty siding
roof shingle

other

Descnbe prosent and historie physical appearance.

K 1560 continuation shest
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8. Statement of Significance

Canifying official has considered the significance of this praperty in relation to other propertias:
[nationatty [ Istatewide  [X]iocally

- -licable Nafional Regisier Criteria  [K]A [ 18 [xJc [Cp

Witeria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [18 [Jc [Ip [Je [F e

Areas of Significance (enler categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE

__EDUCATION

“SoCTAL HISTORY

Significant Person
N/A

Period of Significance Significant Dates
19 33=1940 N/A
Cuitural Affiliation
N/A
AschitecyBuilder

Uorks Projects Administration

State gignificanca of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

E_] See continuation sheet
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See "Historic and Architectural Resources of Whire County, Arkansas,'" Sectiom H,

Previous documantation on flie (NPS): X

[ preliminary determination of individual lsting (38 CFR 87)
hae been requasted

T previcusly listed In the National Reglater

[ previcusty dstermined eligisle by the Natlenal Reglster

[ ldesignated a Natlonal Historlc Landmark

[_roecerded by Historic American Bulkings
Survgy #°

D racorded by Historle American Engineering
Record #

["]Ssa continuation sheet

Primary lozation of additienal data: -
[ state historic preservation ofice
[_] Other State agency

Fadergl aganoy

Local government

University

Other
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Date o) 4 &

~reaqe of property

¢'T™M References

All.i|_|||l1tr|1_!||1L_|
Zone  Eajting Nonhing

C||i|_.|llr1?.F(lJ_I1ILJ|J

T S S T AT TR S N I U R

Zone  Easting Northing

olod Ll o Lo by Lo b

X see continuation shest

Vertal Boundary Description

[i]See continuation zhoet

Boundary Justification

X ses continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namafitia Ia

2 _De _Roce, Survey Conrdina;
rqanization _Arkansges-Historie Preservatlon Propram

i ror

date _4& April, 190

root & number __225 E Marikham, Suite 300

telaphona 501-371-2763

“elty or town Little Rock

state _Arkansas zip code _72201

+J S AP0:10AR-0.223-818
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Sectlon number _7__. Page _1 _

Description

Situated in a grassy, tree-covered field in a remote area, the abandoned Big Four School
building was construcied in 1915, but remodeled so extensively in the 1930°s by the Works Progress
Administration that it is actually more representarive of this time period. The school stands neglected
and is rapidly deteriorating. but it has not been altered and its architectural details remain inracr.

Covered in novelty siding, the recrangular, one-story floorplan is of a2 vemacular design with
a few exterior details labeling it as @ WPA building. For example, even though most of the panes
have been removed from the double-hung windows, the sash still shows nine-over-nine muntins. The
one-bay, cenmal front porch has a gable roof and is supported by columns on piers, and there is a
three-pane transom over each of the two front doors. Interior detsils are even more characteristic of
federally funded, Depression-era school buildings. A recessed stage on the north elevation faces a large
blackboard on the south elevation, with a swing-out partition dividing the two areas, The ceilings and
walls are covered with horizontal boards, Even a few of the original WPA school desks remain inside;
crudely construcied, cach consists of a wooden desktop attached fo the rear of a bench-style seat

The school has an interior chimney along the west elevation, centered berween two rows of the
nine-over-nine gouble-hung windows. The two tansom-topped doors off of the front porch allow
access to the interior, while Two more doofs on the front elevation lead from an interior horizontal
hallway into the main portion of the building. The gable roof is covered with shingles and the
continuous foundation is made of stene,
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_latlonal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _8 ___ Page _1

Kt
1d

Significance

The Big Four School building is locally sigmificant because it is one of only 2 handful of
novelty-sided non-residential structures in the county, and one of only three such structures constructed
with the aid of federal programs. Its characteristically WPA design, which consists of a rectangular
floorplan and a gable-roofed porch supported by columns on piers, also makes it architecturally
significant under National Register Criterion C because it embodies a parmicular form, method of
construction and style of the 1930’s. [See the associated property type for Depression era Religious
and Institutional buildings], Its setting in an exmremely rural arca of White County also adds 1o its
sienificance, as it was the only sc¢hool in this vicinity and the oply federally funded soucnure.

The fact that such a small. reral community would even have a school building makes this
struerure historically significant under Criterion A, Originally built in 1915, it served the communiry
as both school and church for several years, which was a commen practice ar that time [see Historic
Context 2: Development Era; and Historic Context 3: Railroad Era). In the mid-1930's, the building
underwent a major renovation by Works Progress Administration workers and its appearance was altered
1o resemble other WPA schools from the period. Instead of closing its doors when severe flooding,
a drought and plummeting cotionr prices seni the farm econemy collapsing in the early 1930's, the Big
Four School was given a second chance with the aid of the Works Progress Administration. This
program’s assistance, along with funding from the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA),
allowed smazll schools like this one 10 connnue opcrating,
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Actreage of property: TLess than ane

UTM References
A 15/623340/3912000

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginuing at the point formed by the intersection of fhe western edge of County Road 383 with g line running
parallel o the northern elevetion of the huilding and located S0 feer to the north thereof; proceed westerly along
said line for a distance of approximately 200 fest to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line
running parallel to the western elavation of the building; thence proceed southerly for a distance of approximately
200 feet along said lipe to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular lire running parallel w the
southern elevation of the buildigg; thence procecd easterly along seid line for a distance of approximately 200 feet
to 2 point formed by 113 intersection with a line rumming along the western edge of County Road 383; thence proceed
northerly zlong said line for 8 distance of approximately 200 feet o the point of beginning.

Boundarv Tustification:
The original schoolyard associated with this building has become quite overgrown due to the abandonment of the

property and has thus become difficult to distinguish; therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically
associated with this resource that retains its integrity.
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