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Description 

Standing amidst several large shade W s ,  the M o n a  Hotel is one of the few visual reminders 
left from the days when this small White County town was a lumber shipping point on the Missouri 
and Nosth Arkansas Railroad line. The hotel, which is new used as a duplex, is intact and in good 
condi~ion, and has undergone only a few minor diemtiom since its construction around 1910. 

The two-and-a-half story, irregular floorplan is frame and covered in novelty siding. The 
altenrions to the building include three new windows along the nonh, south and east elevations. a new 
balustrade on the second-story porch. and a brick interior chimney on the north side replacing one on 
the south elevation that was destroyed by fire. 

The hotel's front porch extends halfway a m s s  the front (east) elevation and is divided into 
upper md lower levels. The lower porch is supported by large columns, while the uIrper porch has 
turned posts, a shed roof and the new balustrade. There is another porch extending halfway a m s s  the 
rear (east) elevation that is also suppned by turned posts. although it is only a single story in height. 

I All of the hotel's windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash. Its two original front doors leading 
into the interior are still intact. The foundation wnsists of continuous block footing; the ofigind roof 
is a gable-on-hip shape covered in metal. 
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The Letona Hotel is being nominated under Narional Register Criterion A wia  local 
significance for in association with and contributions to the economic developnent of the community 
of PRtona. As stated in Historic Context 3: Railroad Era, Letona's birh was primariEy caused by the 
growth of the Doniphan Lumber Mill located nearby. When the Missouri and Nonh Arkansas Railroad 
line was laid through the area in 1908-09, the Doniphan Company made rhe necessary connections to 
it by building a logging railroad from the planned krona tomire ro the Ozark Plateau and then using 
the M & NA tracks to reach the mill from Letona. After its establishment in the early 1900's, Letona 
quickly grew under its milling and railroad influences. Several sawmills were mnstructed in town, and 
the hotel was built directIy across from h e  railroad depot to house the railworkers and the lumks 
agents who began traveling in the area. When the Doniphan Company relocated their branch line north 
of Pangburn in %arch of uncut pine, LRfona continued to ship lumber from its own sawmills and 
concentrated on its agricultural indusw, but with its great lumbering asset gone, the need for a hotel 
was diminished. 

r Architemdy, the hotel was not built in any particular style, a practice that is distinctive of 
most small railroad boom towns from the turn of the century. VemacuIat architecture, even for large, 
nonresidential buildings, was the common consrruclion method while the railroad mks wewere being Iaid, 
because h e  god was to provide expedient and inexpensive housing for the rail workers, merchants and 
residents who quickly populatd the new town. Therefore, although i t does not express high artistic 
values or the work of a master, the Letona Hotel is a good rep~gntation of a type, priod and method 
of construction found during the railroad era in White County, and for this reason should also be 
considered eligible under Criterion C with local significance. 
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Acreage of property: LRss than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/606365/3913640 

Verbal Boundaw Description: 

Lots 1-7, Black 25, Original Town of Letma, Arkansas. 

Boundan Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 












