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1. Name 

hlst~& Exchange Bank 

andorcommon Lion Oil Company 

2. Location 
atreet~numbr  Corner Washington and Oak Streets N!& not for publication 

ststs Arkansas code 05 county Union - eo-139 

3. Classification 
Cmtagw Ownership Stmtm 
- district - public X occupied 
Xbutldlng(s) A p r i v a r e  - unoccupied 
. structure - both - work in prognm 
- site Pt lie Acqulmitlmn Accessiblm 
- object - in process 2 yes: restricted 

- being consideredl - yes: unrestrictd 
- no 

hmsmt Y m  
- agrlmltum museum 
L eommcreial - Ph 
- educational - private nsMence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - sclentlfte 
- industrial - thnsportaHon 
- nilftary - other: 

4. Owner of Promertv 

n a m  Ex 

s r m t  & n u m m  Corner Washinqton and Oak Streets 

crtr. rn El Dorado - vlcidty of stale Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

counhwse, regilltry of deeds, ste. Union County Courthouse 

gtrwt a numb Uni an Square - E l  brado -te Arkansas 

6. Re~resentation in Existing Surveys 

tftb N/A  h a s t h i s w b e e n  dttermlmd sll~ibte? r e s  n o  

w 
dale t f e d e r a l  s t a t e  c w n t y  b m l  



Condl tlon Chsck ons Chech omo 
excs!fenl - deterlorated - unaltemi -- x original site 

- 9- - wins. 2 altered - moved date - fair - unertposd 

Dmmerlk Wm prusmmt and orfginal (H known] phyrkal rppearamce 

SUMMARY 

R l ~ i n g  to height unequaled I n  downtown El Doradq the elght-story Exchange Hank BuTl d i  ng 
was designed in 1926 by t h e  renowned L i t t l e  Rock architectural f fm  of Mann and Stern 
t o  sty1 i s h l y  accomdate the growing financial concerns o f  the o i l  -based comunity. On 
i t s  two pri nci pa1 facades the prominent buS 1 d ing  uniquely di spl  ays the s y m ~ ~ t r y  associated 
w i t h  Classical Rev iva l  styling, while f i rs t  and e igh th  stor ies  possess a f r ee  interpretation 
o f  Venetian Gothic  design expressed through the use of arched windews and gE ased terra 
cotta ornament. Due t o  i t s  s i re  and d e t a i l i n g  the  Exchange Bank Bu i ld ing  stands today 
as a bold visual reminder of El Dorado k aarchi tectvra l  and economic heri tage.  

ELABORATION 

The Exchange Bank Building occupies a lot  a t  the  corner of Washington and Oak Streets 
and has historically dominated the skyline o f  the downtown business district o f  
El Dorada.. The pri ncf pl e facade of this e i g h t  s to ry  bui 1 dS ng facer Was hi ngton Street, 
which i s  st i l l  a major thoroughfare i n  E7 Dorado. The major facade i s  four bays wide a t  
the base and i s  dominated by. a s e t  o f  round-arched entrances t h a t  hold a double glass 
door with single-pane transom. These doors a re  f lanked by p l a i n  pilaster strips supporting 
simple cap i ta l  -1 i ke base re1 ief carvings- In each arch, a rounded arched w i  ndow 
(now f i l  led in) i s  located above a highly embell ished lintel carved i n  base re1 i e f  florfi- 
designs. The entrance arches a r e  slightly painted and have p l a i n  voussairs t h a t  projecl 
out from t he  wall surface. The surrounds of these doorways are pla inly  executed wi th  
simple panels. The f i r s t  story base o f  the e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  is capped w i t h  a linear line 
o f  pF a i  n denti 1 s under a munded molding . From t h i s  base 1 i ne a decorated cornerboard 
p i  1 aster w i t h  carved base and capi ta l  -1 i ke features i s  present a t  each corner. These 
pi 1 aster  cornerboards rise seven storles t o  suppor t  the decorative parapet wall. 

The main shaf t  o f  t he  building i s  accentuated by s i x  sets  of paired single paned 
double hung windows symetri cal ly placed on each o f  t he  next  s i x  floors, These paired 
windows are undecorated and on each floor are  o f f s e t  by a single bayed undecorated 
double hung window a t  each corner. 

The eighth and Tast floor retains the e igh t  bayed symmetry with  the addit ion o f  a 
bal cony w i t h  s imp1 e bal ustrade supported by brackets decorated w i t h  carved base re1 i e f  
floral designs, S i x  sets o f  paired rounded arched windows are behind t h e  balcony. Each 
window arch displays a pattern o f  alternating voussoirs. Every other vousseir is  
decorated in pa t te rns  o f  dark green, purple ,  o r  blue. In addition, each window arch 
covers a tympanum t h a t  i s  decorated w i t h  alternating blues and greens in a diamond- 
1 i ke pattern. The interior spring po in t  o f  these paired window arches are supported 
by a s m o t h  stone p i  1 aster w i t h  an ornately carved capital . 
The crown o f  the building i s  defined by a r o w  o f  stone pointed arches t h a t  decorate the 
base of  the  parapet wall and run from corner t o  corner. These arches are f l u s h  w i t h  
t he  parapet wall and are supported by undecorated stone brackets a t  each spring point .  
Decorative shields are located i n  each tympanum and c o n s i s t  o f  amorphic symbol s a1terna'!p7w 
colored in green, purple, and blue. 

r I 



8. Siqnif icance 

Area* el Signifkance--Check and justify below 
-- aicheology-prehistotic . .- community planning - landscape architecture rellglon 
- archeology-historic -- conservation ,- law - science 
- agriculture - economics -- literature - sculpturn 

architecture - educatton - milltary - xmEaV 
-- art - - englneerlng - music humanitarian 
. - commerce -- eltpEoratl0n!settlt3ment - philosophy - theater 
- communications -X, industry - politics!govwnment - transportatkn 

.- - invention - other ( s ~ i t y )  

spacrrlc dates m i  d 1926-June 1927 BufIdsrfArchft*cr  man^ and Stern 

Stmtammnt of Slgnificanee (In owm paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The tallest bu i l d i ng  i n  El Dorado today i s  the impressive Exchange Bank B u i l d f n g .  
It gives to the downtown business d i s t r i c t  a uniquely appeal i ng comercf a1 structure 
by e x h i b i t i n g  an unusual Venetian-inspired architecture, The i n f l u e n t i a l  L i t t l e  Rock 
arch1 tectural f i r m  o f  Mann and Stern designed t h l s  bui I ding, Completed i n  1927, 
i t  housed one o f  the largest banks i n  the c i ty  and was the corporate headquarters 
o f  Lion O i l  Company, one o f  the most successful o i l  companies i n  the  s t a t e  o f  Arkansas. 
The Exchange Bank Bui 1 ding eloquently symbol i ses the weal t h  and economic prosperity 
t h a t  the people o f  €1 Dorado and Union County en joyed during the o i  1 business boom 
of the 19209. 

ELABORATION 

E l  Dorada i s  located in the Gulf Coastal P l a i n  o f  south central Arkansas. In 1843 
i t  was surveyed and plat ted  as the new county seat  o f  Union County. Incorporated i n  
1870, the town grew slowly and gradually became the socia l  and economic center f o r  a 
county t h a t  was largely supported by a rural agricultural population. By t he  end 
o f  the nineteenth century, two major raSl roads ; the Iron Mountain and the Rock 
Is1 and, a long w i t h  the smaller E l  Dorado and Messon Rai 1 road, transformed this 
community i nta an important  regional shipping center f o r  cotton and 1 umber. Whi l e 
the changes i n  E l  Dorado resulting from the i n t roduc t ion  o f  the rail  roads wre 
s ign i f i can t ,  they d i d  not permanently a1 ter  the fabr ic  of the town as d i d  the 
immediate and irreversable changes t h a t  occured as a result o f  the discovery of 
o i  1 an January 10, 1921. 

This discovery started an a i  1 boom i n  E l  Oorado tha t  Tasted nearly a decade, br ing ing 
with  i t  a prosperity never seen before i n  the  state, The popu la t ion  o f  E l  Dorado 
rapidly grew f r o m  3800 to near1 y 20,000 people w i t h i n  the f irst  s i x  months after 
the discovery. By 1923, the  new "c i ty"  had awarded aver $2,500,000,00 worth o f  
bui 1 ding permits and boasted ten r e f  i neries , twenty- f i  ve supply houses, f i f t y -n i  ne 
o i  1 companies, two modern ho te l  bui 1 dings, thirty-two smaller hote l  ss sixty-three 
restaurants, forty-ei ght law f i r m s  , twenty-three doctors, and e i  ghty-four grocery 
stores. This excessive industrial and economic growth resul ted i n  the creat ion o f  a 
downtown bvzi ness dS str! c t  t h a t  d r a s t i  cal ly a1 tered E l  Dorado s previous appearance. 
The inc reas i  ng demand f o r  t he  construct ion of new bui ldings resul ted  i n the d isp l  ay 
of many examples of the  new and exci t ing architecture of the period. E x i s t i n g  
examples are the First Methodist Church [1922), the  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church (13221, 
the F i r s t  Presbyterian Church (19261, E l  Darado City Hal 1 (19271, the Union County 
Courthouse ( 1927) , the R i  a1 t o  Theater (1929) , and the Federal Bui 1 d ing  (1931) , 

In response t o  t h e  increasing financial needs of a f 1 our7 s h i  ng economy ,'the Exchange 
Bank was establ ished i n  1924. I t  was organized by Colonial T. H. Barton (who 
was t o  become president  o f  the Lion Oil Company i n  1929 and one o f  Arkansas ' f i r s t  



9. Major Bibliographical References - - - 
1927 announcement b u l l  e t i  n of opening o f  Exchange Bank and Trus t  Company's new home, 
E l  Dorado Dai  ly News, August 2, 1968, November 1, 1968, March 2 5 ,  1979 ( E l  Dorado 
News-Times) Lion Oil Mews. June. 1947. 

10. Geographical Data 
Asnage of nominated property less One acre 
Quadmngk name E l  b rado  b k k ~ ;  iE 

Y7 M Rctennces 

"11151 15131lL3141d 13t61714171510l 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Eastlng Northing 

Lots 1 and 2 Block 3 of the original Town of E l  Dorado 

List JI #Utes mnd cawnties for properties overlapping state or cmunty boundaries 

N JA wde county code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

~-f im Bonni H a 

organbtlon Exchanqe Real t y  Company date November 29, 1984 

rtrsctanumlber 1108 Brookwood Drfve t W m  (501) 863-4654 

c~tvor town El Dorado state Arkansas 71730 

12. sa te  Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
lb walu8ted slgnlflcance of thls property wkhln the state Is: 

- national ' X -- stat% - local 

As the dssk$Wed State Historic Preswvalion Officer lor the National Historic Preservation A d  of 1965 (Public Law 84- 
6651.1 braby nominate thls property lor inelusion in E h e  National Register and eertily that It has been evaluated 
aecbrding tothc erlterla and procedures set forth by the NatConal Park Ssnlce. * 
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mil 1 ionaires) ; I ke Fel senthal ; and G .  W .  Jams, the founding chairman. Within 
two years this very successful bank had outgrown i t s  original storefront quarters 
and the investors decided t o  bu i l d  a large o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  t o  house t h e  bank on 
the  first floor and provide badly needed o f f i c e  space on the seven f laars  above. 

The architectural f i r m  o f  Mann and Stern o f  L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas was commissianed 
t o  design t he  new Exchange Bank Building.  Constructfon began i n  1926 and was 
completed f o r  occupancy en June 2 ,  1927. Architects Mann and Stern were f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  El Dorado, as they had previously designed t h e  Gare t t  Hotel (1910), the Union 
Bank Bui ld ing,  and the Union County Courthouse (1927). The m a j o r i t y  of the commerical 
buildings designed by Mann and Stern had an ec lec t ic  nature relying on a var ie ty  of styles  
from the Cl assjcal Revival per iod as Spani sh Coloni a1 , Egyptian Revival, and Venetian 
Gothic. The Exchange Bank B u i l d i n g  was no exception. Located i n  t h e  heart o f  E l  
Dorado's business d i s t r i c t ,  t h i s  eight story steel and 1 imestone bui 1 ding remains the 
tallest building i n  the city,  There are several s ignif icant  architectural  detai ls .  
These i n c l  ude two c l a s s i c a l  ly-ins pi red, rounded-arched entrances, h i  ghl ighted by 
decorated 1 i ntel s under large arched windows (now f i  I led i n ) .  A1 so are t h e  sets  

- o f  paired arched windows on t h e  eighth f l oa r ,  each containing polychrorned voussoi rs 
tha t  are  joined by a s ingle  pilaster and cap? t a l .  Decorated brackets  support the  
top  f l o a r  balconies and balustrades, and there i s  a parapet wall elaborately trimmed 
w i t h  a series o f  pointed arches each containing a decorative shield. Upon i t s  
completion, the Exchange Bank Building inmediately became an architectural landmark 
in Arkansas, a s  well as a notable symbol t o  the  people of E l  Dorado o f  the new found 
economic prosperity and monumental changes brought about as a resul t of the  o i l  industry. 

George R. Mann, senior par tner  o f  the Mann and Stern archi tectvral  firm, was a highly 
respected architect throughout most o f  the midwestern Uni ted  Sta tes .  Before coming 
t o  Arkansas in 1900 t o  design the "New" State Capitol Building , he had worked 
throughout the midwest on major projects i n c l u d i n g  the  S t .  Lau is  City Hal 1 and several 
county courthouses throughout Kansas, Iowa, and Missouri  . His prac t i ce  i n  L i t t l e  
Rock quickly f lour ished .  Some o f  the most notable Mann andlor  Mann and Ste rn  bui ld ings  
i n  Arkansas are now on the National Register o f  H i s t o r i c ~ P l a c e s  and include t h e  
Arkansas State Capi to1 B u i l d i n g ,  Pul a s k i  County Courthouse, the Gazette Building, 
the  G. R. Mann B u i l d i n g ,  and the Li t t le  Rock High School, a11 i n  L i t t l e  Rack; the  
Fordyce Bath Mouse and the Arlington Hotel i n  H o t  Springs; and t he  Masonic Temple 
i n  f o r t  Smith. 
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The secondary facade faces Oak Street and i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  the main facade in every 
detail  except a t  the  base. Here the base canta ins an arcade o f  s j x  1 arge arched 
windows t h a t  have twenty panes each and are offset  a t  the corners of the b u i l d i n g  
wi th  a small decorated single-paned window (one window has been f i l led in). Each 
arched window i n  the arcade i s  covered wi th  a pointed a r c h  whose voussoirs a r e  p l a i n  
and f lush wi th  the  outs ide  wall.  Each arch spring p o i n t  i s  defined w i t h  a capital - 
1 i ke el enent featuring carved stone t h a t  i s  supported by a pl  a i  n p i  1 aster. 

In 1968, the  Exchange Bank Bui ld ing  underwent major a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t he  interior 
for themdernizationof j t s  banking f a c i l i t i e s ,  The ex te r io r  of the  b u i l d i n g  has 
remained intact except f o r  the  f i l l i n g  i n  o f  a f e w  small windows, a t  t he  base o f  
the b u i l  d i n g ,  Double paned energy efficient windows were a1 so added t o  the bu i l d i ng  
as p a r t  o f  i t s  renovation. 
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Exchange Bank B u i l d i n g  

E l  Dorado, Union Co. 

Photographed by 3. Vos~ i i  k 

Negatives on f i l e  a t  AHPP 





Exchange Bank 

E l  Dorado, Union Co. 

En trance, 1986 

Negative on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
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