HISTORIC RESOURCES 0 EN%G %"ADE % . ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESER‘JATIO‘l PROGRA

- SUARP COUNTY, ARKANSAS

Survey Number ES-8 : Owner Mrs. Caruth S. Moore
Property Name Charles W. Shaver House Address Court Street

Location Court Street, Evening Shade Evening Shade, AR 72352
Significant Date/s 1874

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Charles W. Shaver House is located on a large corner 1ot facing south on Court Street,
The house, constructed in 1874, is a one-story central hall structure with an original ell
on the west side of the rear (north} elevation. Its locad-bearing brick walls are of common
bond. The house is covered with two gable roofs, one running east-west over the main
structure and one running north-south over the rear ell. A plain entablature and box
cornice with returns in the gable ends cap the structure.

On the front (south) facade two windows flank a central Féctangular porch on a natural
sandstone foundation. The flat-roofed porch is supported by four box columns and two
pilasters. Cut panels form the balustrade. This porch marks the main entry which contains

a single door (originally a double-door) flanked by sidelights of two panes over wood
panels and a two-light transom.

The east and west gable ends contain exterior brick chimneys. Each chimney is flanked by
two windows.

Typical of the central hall house, the Charles W. Shaver Houce contains a hall running
north-south flanked by two larger rooms. The hall contains horizontal boards above

a2 chair-rail and square wood panels. The flanking rooms are distinguished by plastered
walls, chair railings, and original mantels. The e11 contains a room similar in design

to the front rooms and a modern kitchen. An enclosed porch i1s located behind the central
hall.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charies W. Shaver House is significant to the architectural histery and character of
Evening Shade. The house was built by Charles W. Shaver, son of the first permanent
settler, John W. Shaver. Although confined to a wheelchair at age fourteen, Charles W,
Shaver became a local hero during the Civil War by making daring trips through Federal
lines into Missouri. These trips were made in order to acquire contraband items (salt,
medicine, and gunpowder) to supply Evening Shade residents., His success as a merchant
carried through the Civil War into the Reconstruction era, allowing him to construct his
brick home in 1874. The construction of substantial (brick) houses, such as the Charles
W. Shaver House, during Reconstruction was rare in Arkansas and unigque in Evening Shade.

Charles W. Shaver built his house following the design and technology of his father's
1854 house. This created a dwelling which is an outstanding example of post-Civil War
architecture using the Greek Revival esthetic. The use of Greek Revival design and
particularly load-bearing brick construction in domestic structures in Arkansas was rare
by 1874, Although unusual throughout the state after the Civil War, Greek Revival is a
dominate character in Evening Shade's architecture., The Charles W. Shaver House set the
tone for the majority of the post-bellum structures. Using the house as an example, the

(continued)
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architecture of Evening Shade through the turn of the 20th century contains Greek
Revival elements, ' '

The Charles W. Shaver House is the second oldest and one of two historic brick
structures in Evening Shade. Outstanding in its retention of original fabric, the

house survives today as a rare rural example of Reconstruction architecture in Evening
Shade and in Arkansas. .

Verbal Boundary Description 3-16-6, Town Lot: southwest quarter of 6
Acreage less than one
Quadrangle Name Evening Shade Quadrangle Scale 1:24000

UTN Reference

Zone 15 Easting 6244220 Northing 3992690
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Charles W. Shaver House

Bob Dunn, Photographer May, 1981
Negative at the Ark. Hist. Pres. Program
View from the southwest
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