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- Summarx, The Scott County Courthouse, constructed 1933-34, is a red brick public 
building designed in the Art Deco style and is t w o  stories in height with a raised 
basement. I t  features a flat roof set behind a brick parapet, a brick foundation, 
and a central hall plan on the first floor with a full-length courtroom on the second 
flmr. 

Elaboration. The Scott  count^ Courthouse was constructed 1933-34 and designed 
by t he  architects Dassham b, wheeler from Fort Smith, Arkansas. It is high style 
A r t  Deco design t~pical of courthouses constructed during the 1930's in Arkansas, 
though it is by far the best rendering of the Art Deco aesthetic in both Valdron 
and Scott County, This red brick, gray granite and white concrete structure is 
two stories in height with a raised basement and flat roof set k h i n d  a brick 
parapet. The central hall which divides the rectangular phr. on the first floor 
leads to a perpendicular straight stsirwell in the back of the building whjch 
provides access t4 the courtrmm and rfiices on the ~ e c o n d  floor. 

The eastern or front facade is: aeven bars across and oriented around a taller 
central granitp block entrance bay and staircase. The six bays flanking the 
entrance b ~ y  are separated by brick pilasters b-hich rest upon the granite water 
table and are capped with simple granite blocks which slant back toward the 
parapet. The fenestration of these bays on both Plmrs consists of m e h l  window 
frames holding small panes (the size of which is consistent throug hcut the building 1 
of an unusual configuration. On the 6econd flmr (which lights the courtrmml 
thirty-five panes are set five across and seven down with two six-pane awning 
windows set into the middle of each frame, one above the other, with a smaller 
three-pane awning window placed j us t  above the sill, On the first floor, a m e t a l  
frame window with twenty panes (five across, four down) features a central six- 
pane awning -5ndow. The space between the floors in these window bays is filled 
with white concrete panels detailed only with characteristically simple shallow 
vertical grmves topped b~ a sloping 'cornice.Yhe second floor windows feature 
decorative stone lintels which are also of the stylized, shallow geometrical ornament 
typical of the Art Deco. Each consists of a rectangular panel containing ten  
slightly reces~ed lintels over ten triangular pyramidal forms carved into the face 
of the panel. The result is a panel which is completely recessed relative ta the 
frame, but which features raised dentils over incised triangles and all in shallow 
relief. The brick parapet above thew flanking six bays is ornamented with recessed 
vertical granite panels of shallow depth placed over each of the window bays, with 
each opening faced with small granite blocks of alternating width. The parapet is 
also coped in granite. 

The moat distinctive feature of this  elevation is the full-height projecting granite 
entrance b a ~  and staircase. The staircase, which rises from grade up to the first 
floor entrance, is composed of 10w granite steps set between lor*- walls coped with 
stone slabs. The projecting bay itself is defined by the two flanking fluted 
pilasters which are capped kith shallow floral panel~. Abot-e is a stepped stone 
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parapet which displays the name 'COURTllOt'SB1 and is finished by a slightly 
projecting sbne cornice. The second story of this bay is lighted by three t w e n t p  
one pane metal windows, of the same inset awning configuration seen earlier though 
of smaller dimensions, all set into a segmented Florentine arch. Delow, three white 
concrete panels with simple vertical grooves are set between the fluted pilasters 
which separate the surmounting windows and the sloping stone lintels ab0t.e and 
below. A dentil course decorates the lintel directly above the triple e n t r ~ .  Two 
pilasters with fluting on their upper two-thirds and blank panels below divide the 
entries, which contain single-light wood doors and transoms each containing a pair 
of stars rendered in wood tracery. 

The northern and ~ o u  thern elerations are \-irtually identical. Brick, pilasters of 
identical configuration as those on the eastern elevation divide the elevation into 
seven bays on the northern elevation, t he  westernmost two of which are slightly 
set back; on the southern elevation, the western, set back portion features o n l ~  
one window bay. The eastern five bays on each elevation are arranged around a 
slightly wider central bay. The central bay conbins thirty-five pane m e t a l  
windows of t he  s a m e  overall design as those seen on the front ,  and the flanking 
bays contain twentp-one pane metal  windows as also seen on the front (cn the 
second floor of the central entrance bay). The fenestration of the western end of 
each elevation reflects the division of the rear of the building i n b  not two but 
three floors of offices above the raised basement. On the northern elevation, the 
third story of t h i s  rear section is lighted by nine-pane metal windows, while the 
saEond and first stories are lighted with twelve-pane metal windows; on the 
southern elevation, an eightee n-pane window above and a nine-pane window below 
light a stairwell and orfice respectively. All have the same inset awning feature as 
seen before. All the same stone and concrete details, coping and water table are 
continued around these elevations f r o m  the front, with the exception of the western 
end which is decorated only with flat granite lintels and a flat granite water Uble. 

The western elevation i~ divided into eight bays of varHng width by brick 
pilasters, also of varying width. The two northern bays contain fifteen-pane mebl 
windows in the third stnry, twenty-pane windows in the second st or^, and a 
twenty-pane window on the first story for the northernmost bay while the b a ~  to 
the south contalns a metal entrance door and a thtee-pane transom, accessed by 
a brick and granite stsircase. The next two bays to the south contain windows of 
different heights than elsewhere on the facade, again in response to the placement 
of offices behind. The third bar contains nine-pane metal windows in both the 
third floor and in the lowest window which cuts through the granite water table; 
a twelve-pane metal window lights the aecond story. In the fourth bay, an 
eighteen-pane metal  window lights the upper section, while a nine-pane me4;ll 
window l ights the lower portion. To the south, t he  fifth and sixth bays are 
identical, with nine-pane metal windows on the third floor and twelve-pane metal  
windows on each of the second and first floors, A t  the southern end, the seventh 
afid eight bays both contain fifteen-pane windows in the third floor, and twentr- 
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pane windows in the second and first floors. The elevation is completed by a broad 
brick pilaster above a simple entrance with a brick and granite staircase identical 
to t he  one to the north. 

The interior is very simple and restrained, and has a l w a ~ s  been so, The public 
spaces within, such as the hal lwa~s and lobby, feature cast concrete walls  above 
a brick dado, all painted white. Details are restricted to the large concrete 
benches found in t he  second floor hallxay, The second story courtroom retains its 
original architect-designed vertical grain pine furniture, such as the judge's 
bench, witness box, and public seating. Though probabl~ not original, t he  
courtroom features acoustical ceiling tile similar if not identical in profile to that 
called out an the original plans. A concrete prisoners' bench completes the 
~i g nificant detail. 

The Scott  count^ Courthouse has suffered little if any alteration since i t  was built. 
Courtroom &bles which were specified in the original plans are not in el-idence, 
but there is no indication in the documentation that  such were ex-eq purchased, 
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S u m q .  The Scott County Courthouse in Waldron, designed in 1934 by the Fort  Smith 
architects Bassham b k%eeler, is being nominated d e r  Criterion C with local 
significance. Its wealth of geom t r i c  , shallow detail and sltygized Classical vocabulary 
combined with its variety of colors and media render t h i s  building the best example of 
high-style Art Deco in Waldron, 

Elaboration. The Scott  County Courthouse i n  Waldran was desfgned i n  1934 by the Fort 
Smith architects Bassham & Wheeler, and m s  constructed i n  part with Works Progress 
Administration labor. It is being nominated under Criterion C with loca l  significance 
due to i ts  being the best high-style Art Deco building in Waldron. 

Scott County was created in 1833 from land taken fran both Crawford and Pope counties. 
It has always been an extremely rural county, with l m b e r i n g  being the leading industry. 
Waldron has served as the c o w  tp seat since 1845.  Several different edifices had served 
as courthouses for Scott County, the last before the I934 s tsuctwe being a two-s tory, 
stone building-on the same site which burned in 1933. County Judge J . F .  Martin made 
~rovis ions fa r  temporary quar tsrs for the various county offices and proceeded LO 

arrange funding for  a new c o w  thouse. The county taxpayers approved a 5 mill tax fo r  
comzruction and the planning began. 

Part of the cost of erecting a new courthouse was saved through the use of W.P.A. labor, 
a fact which is also noted on the drawings ( the drawings feature a W.P.A. stamp 
indicating approval of the plans by the labor supervisor). As was the case w i t h  much of 
rural kkansas during she kpress ion,  the lumbering industry around Maldron f e l l  on hard 
times in the 193Q1s, and so loca l  residents were happy t o  b e c m  gainfully employed, 
even if only  temporarily. Nevertheless, the quality of the construction and 
craftsmanship displayed in the Scott County Courthouse is exceptional, a fact t o  which 
the building's goad current s ta te  of repair will attest.  

me Scott County Courthouse stands as the finest Art Deco building in Waldron. The 
quali tp of i t s  typically geometric, shallow d e t a i l  is particularly fine in such feattrres 
as the carved stone panels above the windows on the main and side elevations, the 
shallow stylized f loral  patterns above the pilasters which flank the front entry, and 
the inscribed lettering in the stone entrance parapet, spelling 'COURTHOUSE.' Of 
special note are the placement of the  stone l i n t e l s  and pilaster caps on the f ron t  
elevation in an unddaking pat tern, the entirely stone centxal bay vhf ch clearly orients 
the eye when looking at the front, and the mixture of media and color which grants more 
variety than manp high-style kt Deco buildings remaining in Arkansas. Though Wddson 
did experience some downtown developnent in the 1930's-era, there is nothing to  cmpete 
with the scale and ornament of this r i ch  yet eleganc Art Deco composition. 
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