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The Bonnevi l le  House, bu5J-t in 1880, is a f i n e  example 
of early V i c t o r i a n  style, Although it has some d e t a i l i n g  
characteristic of the  talia an ate s t y l e ,  t h i s  is a more for- 
ma+l home t h a n  is usually associated with that s t y l e .  In 
total character it relates more to the Empire period. 

-. 0 

~f'brick cbnstruction, t h i s  two-story heuse rests on 
a br ick .  foundation. It has a hipped,  metal-covered roof 
capped w i t h  a flzt decked captain" w a l k .  Four br ick  chim- 
neys penetrate the corners of the  f l a t  roof and there is a 
turned baluster r a i l i n g  between them, The roof  overhang is 
supported by massive scrolled consoles and has  a simple,  
metal guttered fascia. 

There is a symmetrical porch the full width  of the 
front Cwestl el4vation.  I ts  roof is supported by s i x  
square, relieved edge columns resting on p e d e s t a l s  which 
form the main balusters 05 the porch r a i l i n g ,  w i t h  smaller ,  
ornately turned, closely spaced balusters. The columns are 
topped by f ine ly  d e t a i l e d ,  stylized capitals suppor t ing  
pseudo-three-centered arches. The roof of the one-story 
porch forms a deck at t h e  second floor level with a balus- 
t rade s imilar  to that below. 

E7e f ront  windows, protected by t h e  porch roof, are 
tall and narrow, characteristic of the Vtc to r i an  period. 
They are three l i g h t s  high and two l i g h t s  r&de w i t h  a 
p a t t e r n  of 2 x 2 x 2 l ighks .  The head surrounds are 
elaborately carved secpental arches in the I ta l iznate  
manner and the s ide  surrounds are moulded. A l l  remaining 
p r i n c i p a l  windows of. both the f i rs t  and second f loo r s  have 
a 2 x 2 pattern of l i g h t s ,  are double hung and have head 
and s i d e  surrounds similar to t h e  first floor front win- 
dows. There are small rectangular windows between the 
bracketed consoles near the roof l i n e  which have ~ e c t a n -  
g u l a r ,  noulded head and side surrounds. 

The double main entrance doors are of raised panel 
&sign with a transom over head. The transom head sur- 
round is a moulded segmental arch designed s imi la r  to 
the w i n d o w  surrounds.  

T n e  h o u s ~  is well s i t u a t e d  on T t s  grounds which are 
pleasantly landscaped.  There i s  a d e l i g h t f u l  octagonal  
gazebo at the rear of the house whjch hzs diamond lattice 
i n f i l l . i n q  and a be11 c a s t  roof r i s i n g  to a d e l i c a t e l y  
d e t d l e d . ,  pointed cap. 

The Bonneville House was restored by Mrs. Ralph 3, i 

Speer ,  and is now owned and well maintained by the Bonne- 
ville House Association - 
--- *-- 
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This gracious home, or ig ina l ly  b u i l t  by David 
NcKibben, became known as the Bonneville House when it 
was purchased by Susan N e i s  Bonneville, the w i f e  of one 
of t h i s  - nat ion  ' s prominent pioneer explorers ,  General 
B. J. E. Bonneville. 

The building is of architectural significance,  due 
to i t s  beauty, q u a l i t y  of o r i g i n a l  design, and w o r k m a n -  
sh ip ,  It serves as a fine example of a V i c t o r i a n  style 
which has,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  been preserved for  the City of 
Fort Smith. The associations w i t h  General BonneviZle, 
while admittedly tenuous, are important,  particularly 
so since the frame hone in which he l i v e d  h a s  been de- 
stroyed. Even wikhout the historical associations,  
howe-rer, the Bostrleville House would be important as an 
excellent  example of per iod  architecture which has been 
restored, inside 2nd out, w i t h  a t t e n t i o n  to detail and 
w i t h  no regard to expense. I n t e r i o r  decorations arid 
furnishings are of t h e  period and are of high qual i ty  
and in excellent taste. 

Host important, perhaps,  is t h e  fact t h a t  this bui ld-  
ing serves as an excellent example of adapkive use. T h e  
Eonnevi l le  House Association has made t h e  bu i ld ing  and i t s  
fac i l i t ies  available to local women's clubs and civic 
organizat ions as a meeting place f o r  luncheons ,  d inners  
and other group gatherings. T n i s  has been a successful 
operation which insures t h a t  t h i s  f i n e  o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  and 
i t s  associations wf th the history of Fort Smith, w i l l  be ' 
preserved. 

Another  s i g n i f i c a n t  factor, which may be of ines-  
t i m a b l e  va lue ,  is that the r e s to ra t ion  o f  t h i s  p roper ty ,  
in a bl ighted urban zrea, shows evidence of reversing 
the trend toward decay and has s t imula t ed  other proper ty  

I 
owners to restore and maintai I their bui ld ings .  

I 

Ben jamin Levis E u l a l i e  de Bonnevikle was a native 
of France, He was born in 1796 and emigrated to America 
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in.'1802 with his mother and brother. Their fa ther ,  who was 
a close f r i e n d  of Thomas Paine, had written and circulated 
a parnph1,et so critical of the French government that it 
resulted in h i s  arrest and imprisonment in P a r i s .  Nicholas 
de Eonneville, on l e a r n i n g  that h i s  friend Thomas Paine was 
about to leave Paris f o r  America, pleaded w i t h  him to take 
his family and look after them u n t i l  he was released from 
p r i son .  

Sebastian 
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Thmugh Painefs i n f l u e n c e  in Washington he was able to 
secure sn appointment for Benjamin to West P o i n t  Military 
Academy and an appointment f o r  Thornzs to Annapolis Naval 
Academy. During the  War of 1812, Thomas ,  as a midshipman, 
w a s  lost at sea aboard the "Waspv after  a desperate naval  
engagement with a B r i t i s h  frigate off  t h e  coast of 
Portugal .  

In 1317 W n n e v i l l e  was assigned to the Ligh t  Artillery 
as a Second Lieutenant. In 1820 he was transferred to tho  
7th I n f a n t r y  and in 1825 he was promoted to Cap ta in  in the  

9 .  same regiment , 
I 

I hihen General Lafayette w a s  t ou r ing  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
t h e  War Department assigned Captain  E n j a m i n  Bonneville 
to accompany h i m .  The t w o  men became close friends and 
when Eonneville obtained a leave to visit h i s  n a t i v e  
France, he was the house guest of G e n e r a l  Lafayetkels 
family. 

In 1832 Benjamin Banneville embarked upon a ambitims 
exploration of the far West, He secured the f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  of John Jacob Astor and obtained a leave f r o m  t h e  

I War De~artment ko make the expedition. 

Starting West from Fort Osage, Missouri, on May 1, 1832, 
w i t h  110 men and 20 wagons, he expl~red n e a r l y  t h e  entire 
southern  ha l f  of t h e  Rocky Mountain range in what is n a w  
the United States. Benjamin Sonneville was the first . .. 
American to discover the southern passage through the 
Rocky Mountains.  A f t e r  three years of arduous ex-plorztion 
he finally reached the w e s t e r n  frontder settlements of the 
U n i t e d  States in A u g u s t  of 1835. 

G P O  901.032 
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l When he traveled to Washington to report h i s  discoveries,  

he was astounded to learn that he had,been given up for dead 
and that his-name had been s t r i c k e n  from t h e  Army rolls. He 
immediately applied fo r  reinstatement; however, it was  only 
t h r o u g h ' t h e  intercession of P r e s i d e n t  Andrew Jackson k h a t  he 
was able to regain  h i s  rank in the  Army. While in Washington, 
Captain Benjamin Bonneville gave his notes and maps made d u r -  
ing t h e  exploration to Washington I r v i n g  who r ecoun t s  t h e  
aeventure in h i s  book The Adventures of Capta in  9onneville. 

Upon h i s  r e t u r n  to active duty, he participated in t h e  
Seminole Campaign in Flor ida  and in the war w i t h  Nexico. 
Dur ing  t h e  Mexican C m p a i g n  he served as a Major in the 6th 
I n f a n t r y  and was s e r i o u s l y  wounded at Churubv~sco. I n  1847 
he was breveted L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel f o r  his meritorious 
service 'at Coutreras and Churubusco and was promoted to f u l l  
Col~nel in 1 8 5 5 .  In 1850 he was placed in command of t h e  
Department of New Mexico and in 1865 was breveted B r i g a d i e r  
General for long a n d  f a i t h f u l  service to the Arr .y ,  -41 though 
he o f f i c i a l l y  retired from active d u t y  in 1861,he c o n t i n u e d  
to serve as officer in charge of the Muster ing Department 
at Jefferson Barracks, ~ ~ l i s s o u r i .  

A f t e r  the d e a t h  of his first w i f e ,  Ann, at Benton 
Barracks during t h e  Civil War, Eonneville married Susan 

I 
Neis in Novemer of 1871. 

General Benjamin.Lewis Eulalie de E o n n e v i l l e ,  f o r  w h o m  
W n n e v i l l e  Cam and  the 3 n n e v i l l e  S a l t  Flats in U t a h  were 
named, died on June 12, 1878, and was i n t e r r e d  in t h e  F r e n c h  
P r o t e s t a n t  C e m e t e r y  at St. Louis, Missouri. 
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