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Rucker House 
1. Nsrn 
historic r 
d h r r  ..-I v~ re1 rfablr=waurm lwmWr Caretaker' s House 

2. Locution 
street & numkr 
clty, town Bauxite 
stare Arkansas eode 

N/A U n u l  lor publication 
& Jvicinitv - - -, 

county Saline oode 123 rip code 72011 

3. CEnsslflcalIon 
Ownership of Propmy Catego~ of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private Tbuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
5 public-local district 1 buildings 

publtc-State sits sites 
pu bf ic-federal structure structures 

object objects 
Total 

Name d related multiple property listing: N u m k r  ol contributing nwurces previousty 
N/A tiid in the National Register 0 
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6. funcllon or UM -. 
Yistoric Funcrions (enter Cgteg >rn instn~ctions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions} 

ingle dwellin Domestic - S 

~~chitectursl Classification 
{enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from Itnslruetions) 

roar Asphalt 

Disscdbe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Rucker House, a vernacular style building in BaMte, Saline Co., Arkansas, is 
representative of the early settlement of this company tm. W e  of only two 
structures r a i n i n g  from Bauxite" early history, the Rucker House was built in 
1903 by anployees of the Pittsburgh Reduction h p a n y  (now Alcoa) for the plant 
superintendent, W. A. Rucker. Rucker lived in the house until 1938. 

Several alterations were made in the house during the time it was occupied by 
hcker, most notably a shed addition t o  the projecting rear w i n g  which forms an 
"'L" with the main block of the original house. An enclosed screen porch was added 
to the west side of this rear add i t ion  In 1932. The front and side elevations 
renrain intact except for the  double-hung windows which replace the origmal 
casement windows of the second floor. 

ELABORATION 

The original house consists of a main, t w s t o r y  block on an E-W &s, with a N-S 
cross w i n g  on the vestern 4, and a N-S w i n g  a t  the eastern end, extending to the 
rear ( n ~ r t h ) .  

The =in facade faces south, with the gabled end of the cross wing a t  the west 
end. A screened porch m s  from the side of this projection to the eastern end of 
the house, cover- the ramining 3/4 of the south facsde on the lawer level. This 
porch features 5 simple pests supporting a low shed roof. The posts divide the 
porch i n to  4 unequal bays, w i t h  the entry located in the second bay from the west 
end. The porch is enclosed by wal ls  with horizontal board sidmg to a height of 
about 2 feet. 

The gabled western end of the south facade features a pair of centered, fm-over- 
faur double hung widows. The front door is located directly t o  the east of th is  
wing, m the mah, two-story block of the house. The door features a large 
stationary window, with lcmg, narrow, stationary windows f k k i n g  the door on 
either s ide.  A six-light stationary transm is located directly a b e  the door 
and flanking windows. A six-over-six double hmg window Kith a six-light 
stationary transom is located t o  the east  of the door. A t  the extrm eastern end 
of the facade is a pair of dwble hung, six-over-six widows,  each with a 
stationary six-light transan abve.  m~se #mtlnuation M 



unrted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 2 

The. second-story w3dows of the swth facade look out wex  the porch roof. These 
are five of these windows; they are equally sized and equally spaced. A 
historic photograph of the house (taken in 1934) shows that these windows were 
originally eight- l ight  double casement vindows. The w i d o w s  now in use are one- 
over-one double hung windows. 

The east elevation features a gable-over-gable configuration at  the southern 
end, with the second-story gable se t  back frm that of the first story, The 
first story gable intersects with the N-S ridge of the roof for this wing of the 
building. Centered in the southern gabled end of the elevation is a six-over- 
six double-hung m d o w .  Two pairs of iden t ica l  windows are located in the 
central partion, with  another i d e n t i c a l ,  single window located a t  the  n o r t h r n  
end of the east elevation, 

The northern elevation of the building largely consists of la ter  additions t o  
the original house. The gable ends of the east and west sides of the elevation 
are original. A shed addition was s i t ed  at the western edge of the east wing 
gable end ( t h i s  is the wing that extends from the east rear of the building t o  
the north) ;  it is identifiable due to the lover pitch of its roof. Centered in 
the gable end of the original eastern wing is a single six-over-six double bung 
window. Ta the west of chis W o w  is a wooden door, located in the shed 
addition. West of the door there is an exterior brick chimney, which extends t o  
approximately eight feet  above the roof. This chimney is flanked by two six- 
over-six double hung I&&G+s. The chimney provides further evidence of k i n g  a 
later addition: it is located on the exterior, and lacks the brick barrel top 
c m  to the other three chimneys. 

West of the addition, on the north facade, is another shed addition, built in 
1932. This addition f o m  a back screen porch, and its later date is supported 
by the pitch of its roof, (Egher than that sf the previous addition) and the 
greater width of i ts  horizontal board sidmg. mere is a door o p n i n g  on the 
eastern end of the porch addition, and a w ~ o w  opming on the western end. On 
the f a r  western end of the north elevation is the gable end of an original wing 
of the building, w i t h  a centered, six-over-six double hung widow. 

The second story of the north facade features a projecting portion in the center 
(probably an ad& t ion)  wi th  two one-wer-one double hung windows. These windows 
are probably not original-the originals were mst likely similar to the 
origmal second-floor casement windows of the south elevation. 

me west elevation features the porch addition at the north end, and an original 
wing an the  south end. The porch has two large window openings a t  its north 
a d *  with a door and smaller window opening at the south e d .  The west facade 
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of the ori-1 w3ng has a pair of small, two-over-two double hung widows in 
the north end, with a pi r  of larger, four-over-four double hung windows in the  
south end. The roof ridge of this wing intersects with t he  gable end of the main 
wing of the house. 

9~ exterior o f  the origindl house is clad in narrow, horizontal board siding. 
The roof is gabled and clad in coolposition shingles, and rafters are exposed at 
the roof edges. Gable ends of the original house feature gable vents. The 
fwndation is of brick and is cmtirmous. There are four brick c b e y s ;  three 
are original.  Original chinmep are all interior and are located as follows: a t  
the intersection of the main blmk and west cross-wing; where the sear, east 
wing meets the main block; and on the northern roof slope, approximately three 
feet frm the north exterior w a l l ,  in the central portion of the main block. 
Additionally, there are two i n t e r io r  metal chimneys located on the east roof 
slope, about five feet from the east exterior wall, in the center of the rear, 
ease wing. 



Applibble ~ t i a n s ~  Register Critsria WA 1 B ~ D C  Q D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceprbns) mt~ OB 0 0  1 7 ~  OF UG N/A 

h a s  of Signlficanct, (enter categories fmm Instnretbns) Period of SiniTmnoe Significant Dates 
onlsettlement 1905 - 1938 1905 

SignRmnt Person ArchitectlBuilder 
NIA Pittsbuf& Reduction C a n p a w  

State signHicance of m. and justify crherk, criteria cansiderstlons, and areas end periods of signlfmnce Wed above. 

The Rucker House is significant as the only intact historic resource remainimg from 
the settlement era of the company tawn Badte,  established by the Pittsburgh 
Reduction Cmpny (now Rlcoa) in 1903. The Rucker H o w  is eligible under Csi terion 
A, because it was constructed by company employees f o r  the plant supemisor, W. A. 
Rucker, and therefore is representative of the company % role in fowlding the town. 

me Rucker Hause predates most of the worker housing and commnity buildings which 
were eventually constructed by the company in the t om,  so i t  originally had a 
rather isolated setting. Today, less than a dozen buildhgs remain from Bauxite's 
heyday of the 1940's and 30' s, *en the town was mde up of over 500 buildmgs. The 
setting of the house today more closely resmbles she pre-1910 setting when the tm 
was founded than the 1940 ' s - 30 k setting d ~ e n  the town reached its ppulaton 
peak. 

The mineral ore now hm as bauxite was discovered in Saline County in 1891, The 
General B a d  te C a p m y ,  one of nrany interests whlch would mine the land, mined the 
first ore in 1896. In 1897 General Bauxite buil t  a mill near the site of the 
present town of Bauxite, and cmtmcted a t r am line from the ~i11 to  a mine about 
me and one-half miles southeast of 5auxite. 

J o h  R. Gibbons, a representative of the Pittsburgh ReductIan Cmpq, was sent from 
Georgia to  Saline County in 1899 to investigate the mining possibilities and to 
obtain options on bauxite lands. bound the same time, 1900, the Norton h p a r r y  
*ch used bauxite a mking abrasives, purchased i ts  first load of are from the 
GF Bauxite Ccarpany, and in 1901 the Rock I s m  Railroad extended Sts 
01 ns t o  Bauxite, making the transportation of the ore easier and more 
e c u r ~ u ~ ~ a l .  

sss cmthuatbn sheet 
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General Bauxite was putchased by the Pittsburgh Reduction Cmparry in 1905, and the 
Norton Company was purchased by the same in 1909. By this time Pittsburgh Reduction 
m s  knm as Alcoa, having changed t h e  company name in 3907. Alcm was to IF the 
maim mining concern throughout the history of Bauxite, and was responsible far 
fwncbng the tm. 

In 1903, the Pittsburgh Reduction Campany (Alcba) hi l t  an ore-drying plant near the 
present t o m  site. Cmpletion of the plant marked the begiming of the tmm of 
Bauxite. In 1903, worker housing began t o  be hi l t  on company-amed land with 
schmls, churches, stores , and medical f a c i l i t i e s  being buif t short1 y thereafter . 
I he  need for  the town was evident. R e a d s  were ~ x ,  housing was hard to find, and 
transportation to the area was virtually non-existent. Benton, the closest tm, 
had a population of less than 1,500 people, and Little Rock was 22 miles t o  the 
north. A t  the  tjme the  town was founded, the ccmpany had 400 mployees in the 
Bauxite area, with mother 100 added by 1906. This was equal t o  she mber mployed 
by e l l  of the other industries in Saline County combined. 

The cornparry's interest in providing adequate housing, education, and services did 
not end with the initial construction of the town. Bauxite is sanewhat unique in 
that its residents benefited from technologicd advances and improvements as the 
industry developed. As the mining operations grew in scope, more houses and schools 
Mere built  to  support the growing population of the town. Introduction of modern 
conveniences kept the town a t  standard levels of progress for  other, non-cmparw, 
towns. 

Bauxite Is fortunes, linked inextricably t o  the al- industry, rose and fell with 
demand for dsmlirnnn and current mrket prices. The earliest of these fluctuations 
occurred in 1907, when a worldwide financial panic caused operations a t  Bawrite to  
temprasily cease. Many of the company employees remained in the t o m ,  and a ready 
crew was put back to work in September of 1908. By 1912 a large expansion of 
operations was underway in Bauxite. Shipents increased from five to forty cars per 
dayrn 

The onset of World W a r  I resulted in a further increase in mining in Bauxite. The 
war not only exerted a greater demand for d m i r r u m ;  it also focused attention on 
research into the properties and applications of the material. Tkis was important 
in that the mber of practical applications of the material was greatly increased. 
Also, manufacturers corrrpelled to use altrminum during she war had b e c m  familiar 
with the material and cont-d t o  use it in their peacetime products. Rro new 
companies c a w  into tSle t o m  during this t h e .  The G l o b  Bauxite Ccmpmy nnd the 
National Bauxite Ccrmparry had l i t t l e  significant impact on the town, as they ceased 
operation h e n  the demand for bauxite declined. 
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While no definite mber for the increase in population during World Wax I is 
available, some accounts give a rough idea. h e  source states t ha t  "the number of 
people employed in 1917 was greater t h  in any other year to 1943." For 
comparison, the fol l&g accomt reflects employment figures in 1443: "me 
Republic Mining and Manufacturing Campany increased their .employment from 450 t o  
2,400 in 1943. '' 

Wre housing was needed for the increasing &rs of employees. New settlmnts 
grew in the Bauxite town-area: Alexander T m ,  C m b i a  Town, Alabama Town, Church 
Row, Caseyville, String Town, Peaceful Valley, Battle Row, Italy, l t d y  Farm, 
Mexico, Norton Tam, Adams HiP1, Swamp P o d l e ,  and Africa. 

Three of the larger  settlements, M c o ,  Italy, and Africa, deserve further mention. 
These settlements consisted of housing fo r  workers and families of those respective 
nationalities and e t h i c  groups. In each of these cwmnmities, two families l ived 
in each two-bedroan house. The Nexicans had their own page in the cmnpany-owned 
Bauxite N w s ,  written in Spnish .  In 1920 the Mexico settlement had a minimum of 
170 families, tri t h  a t  least 243 people. Italy was the smallest of the three 
settlements. The imnigrants were good workers, but the language barrier proved t o  
be problematic. &e Negro workers and families lived in the Africa settlement. In 
kcember of 1920 there were 53 families and 140 single m l iving in the Africa 
settlement. Judging by the representative employment figures given earlier, the 
minority groups probably composed a t  least 10% of the to ta l  pptalation of the tom 
during this p e r i d .  

By 1922 the company had 5 0 0  buildings in Bauxite and the small settlements mentioned 
previously. In addition to building new houses, the company had h i l t  B mmhr of 
new comrmnity buildings and recreational faci l i t ies .  

High school education in the tavn began in 1911 when the canpiny built the  brick 
school. The company maintained the buildmg and paid the insurance premiums on it 
until the district cmld carry the cost i n  the mid-1940's. In addition, the company 
built four a d d i t i d  schoolrooms in A l a k  T m  in 1918, and paid for enlarging 
the brick school im 1920. 

'Pie campany hospital. was considered the best fn the c m t y  and one of the fhest  in 
the state during the war years. 'Ihe hospitial provided for surgical cases as well 
as the injured or ill p t i e n t .  Hospitalization was provided for employees who paid 
a minimaL m to the hospital fund each month. There was na charge for  the  use of 
medical facilities during periods of mmployment. 
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Numerous recreationdl facilities were constructed for the workers in the f i r s t  25 
years after settlement. As early as 1907 two tennis courts had been built.  Ocher 
facilities included ball fields, a golf course, lakes fo r  swimming Etnd boating, and 
a theater, built in 1918. The company also provided fmds f o r  the mpport of a 
revolver club, a tennis club, and a b x h g  club. In 1926 the company constructed a 
cam;wlity center, which had a basketball court, a kitchen, a lodge hall, a library, 
and meeting rooms for the Buy's Club and Girl Scouts. 

Production in the Arkansas mines s l e d  considerably in the mid-192Urs, due to 
increases in imported bauxite. bploynent in the town drop@ t o  a h t  400. Mining 
operations stabilized in the  late  1920ts, only to slow again a t  the  onset of the 
Great Depression. 

The company aided its unemployed workers during the 1930's in a mber of ways. A 
company farm prduced vegetables which were given free t o  employees. Rents on 
company-okned houses, already low, were drastically reduced and in some cases 
forgiven entirely until the employee was able to increase h i s  earnings. Water was 
furnished free, and some times electricity was provided at no charge as well. 
Additionally, the company assisted the townspeople by providhg  food for school 
luncks. 

Bnployment increased in the mid-1930's, as the cmpany, anxious t o  retain its work 
force, kgan to stockpile ore. Although the increased production was intended 
primarily t o  keep the employees working, the stockpiling operation proved valuable 
as a s m c e  of ready ore in the early part of World War 11. The industry made a 
remarkable recovery from the Depression, v i t h  production in 1937 reaching a level 
282 higher than the previous peak year of 19%. 

The town itself continued t o  develop during this perid. The most notable sign of 
progress was the completion of a new school building in 1937. The structure cost 
approximately $65,000.,  provided by a PW1 l m .  C. L, Rhlcker (son of W. A. Rucker) 
was school k d  &aim at this time and was jnstnnnental in securing the fmds 
for ehe new building. 

Although the World W a r  11 era falls outside of the 50+ years required for 
establishing National Register significance, Bauxite's sole in the war effort 
provides an interesting footnote t o  the town% history. The Arkansas mines became 
very important during this time, as supply lines t o  the South lmerican bauxite 
deposits were interrupted by Geman suhrims. Mining operations md population 
reached their peak during the war, as the  p p d a t i o n  of the tam grew t o  7,000 to 
support the greater demand on the mines. The cwnpanyb foresight in stockpiling ore 
was important to  the early war effort, and the Arkansas mines continued to supply a 
crucial resource throughout the war years. 

I 
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W. A. Rucker served as assistant plant supemisor and liason between workers and 
the company until a t  least 1920, and probably longer. He continued to  live in 
the house mtkl 1938, through the entire period of simficance. Additions 
were made to the house in the 1920% or 1930'9, during the p e r i d  of significance 
and while Rucker was l iving in the house, so they are integral to the perid 
of significance. 

The hcker House is being nominated: as an example of c m t y  planning and 
developnent. The d p  pre-1920 structure remining in Bauxite, it was hilt c. 1905 
by Alcoa employees for plant supervisor W. A .  Rucker and represents the cmpany's 
role in settling .and developing the tm. 

The house i tsel f  is a two-story vernacular style bullding, lacking any traces of 
high-style influence. Stylistically it is very similar to the m11, one-story 
workers~houses which once surrounded it. The original t o m  is now &st 
completely gone; out of the over 5001 buildings which once made up the tam, 
there are a d y  abu t  10 surviving. These include the 1926 c m u n i t y  center 
(which has h e n  so greatly altered that it has lost its integrity),  the 1937 
schml build-, and several company houses built after 1940. Therefore, the 
Rucker House is the only structure remining which represents the founding of 
the town by Alcm, and is one of very few buildings remaining from the entire 
history of the town. 
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