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I. Name 

hktedt Mount Zion Baptist Qlurch 

&.or c m m  

2. Location 
stmt 6 numm 900 Cross Street ! ! & n o t l o r p u b l ~  

elty, twm Little Rock - vlclnlty of 

m a  Axkansas e o k  05 m t y  Pulaski cdm 119 

3. Classification 
-- - -  - 

at- OwnemMp St&hm -t UII, - dlmtnld - public Jmpka - &grhuttun m u -  
2 buildlnglm) 3 prlvvrte - unoccupkd commmkl  - pl* - rtructum h t h  - work in -1 - bducatkrul -prhnbmmr~& 
-site Public 4cq J d t k  AccanfMa - rnt-nmnt nllgb 
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N/a -no - mil* - ahn: 

4. Owner of Property 

a m  4 numkr 900 Cross Street 

c b ,  tawn Little Rock -vSdnnyd m k R  

5, Location of teaal Descrimtion 
-,ngktTyaFk.dr,ac. p v w  

abmt & Markham and Spring Street 

city, tcrm L i t t l e  aock 8bW AR 72201 

6. Re~resentation in Existing Swrvevs 



7. Description 

CwvdWen Ckck  orn Chrek ava 
sxeelknt - -sd - unaltered L original she 

- w- - nrks A altarsd. - moved data ! - h i r  - unsxporsd 

-- - 

Dmsch t h m  prrsant md oriakul [If known) physkal . g p . m r m c a  

E x h i b i t i n g  a subtle Prairie School influence on the exterior, t h e  Mount Zion Baptist m m h  
is s i t e d  at 900 C r o s s  s h e e t  and is exceptional for the elaborate interior where 
its members  have worshipped since the building's completion in 1926. =though 
the exterior is handsomely defined by a tripartite composition and an exaggerated 
cornice, the interior surpasses expectation w i t h  a large sanctuary embellished w i t h  
a U-shaped balcony and a pressed metal ceiling whlch is centered w i t h  an ornate 
copper-clad fixture suspended f r o m  an elliptically-shaped skylight of multi-paned 
frosted glass, Rhythmic patterns of arched, stained glass  windows  have not been 
interrupted on both s ide elevations by sensitively-constructed additions and visually 
the building maintains i ts  original character. 

Mount Zion Baptist' Church, Located at 900 C r o s s  Street fn Little Rbck, wan built 
by contractor P, S. Jones and is a handsome buff brick rtrueture whose massing and 
detailing is loosely reminiscent of Prairie s ty l ing ,  

The exterior masonry walls are load bearing and are topped w i t h  a f l a t  roof sarrounded 
by a parapet wall and an exaggerated cornice. The principal facade is a tripartite 
nnpositionxithaslighllyrecessedcentralbaydefbedbythme.+ched~ening. C 
adorned w i t h  decorative brickwork and suraromted by five arched stained glass windows. 
A flight o f  carpeted concrete steps, adjusted to the slope of the site, rises ta 
the arched 3~orways md extends across the wid%! 05 the mi68le bay, The staircase 
is anchored by iron fixtures w i t h  splayed bases and frosted globes typical of the 1920:s- 

The flanking bays are accentuated by stepped corners on both sides. Iha second 
story  of these side bays has a pair of A r t  Glass windows, one mounted atop t \e  other 
with a naod panel btween the two. Previously, the first level of both end bays 
also had Art  Glass win3ms, but the window on the south bay has been replaced by 
an alkinum awning and door which provides access to an elevator added ten tears ago. 
Concrete defines the basement lemk of the structure w h i l e  an exaggerated wooden 
overhang accents the base of the parapet wall wllieh ae* as the building's cornice. 
Three crosses, of a slightly darker brick than the walls but laid flush with the 
wall's surface, adorn the cornice. 

The south and north elsvatians are similarly ordered, each wi-th f ive bays. The former 
has a center bay which extends beyond the esaentialky xectanqular body of the structure. 

The north elsiration has access to the basement throvgh a door Fn the bay of the east 
end at grade and anokhas entry  below grade with a 'short stakr an'the bpp6kkte;end. 
The window plat-fit along these elevation$ provides a pleasing rh-c wt&m of 
a group of three windows, a pair of windous then single window. Varied window shapes 
include rectangular, square, arched and oculus. Pilasters for structural strength 
appear along both side elevations. 

yC 

The present Vestibule was fonaeiry a protected but rmenclased entrance porch 9 i th  
three arched openings, The present exterior doors, three pairs 02 oak f r d  single- 
pane, are still in placa fn the lobby. The lobby was remodeled further in t h e  mid 
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1970's to pro*de Ear the installation of an elevator in the sautheast corner. 

me church's raised first s tory  houses a large sanetussy w i t h  a U-shaped balcony, 
symmetrical in plan, the interior is defined by an aisle down the center of the 
gently sloping floor flanked by two side aisles. T k  former is ephasized fur ther  
by the placement of three chandeliers down this central a x i s .  Wa of these 
fixtures are recent additions in 1965: the middle chandelier, however, is an ornate 
copper-clad fixture suspended from an elliptfcally shaped skylight of multi-paned 
frosted glass. O r g a n  pipes placed on both sides of the baptistry niche and 
munted on a t rekl ice- l ike  gri l l  adorned with decorative bosses also accentuate 
the structure's symmetry. 

The visual terminus af the entrance axis, the center aisle, is the baptistry niche 
w i t h  a colorful  mural. me pulpit and chair seating is located in front of the 
baptistry. The panelling along the cu- w a l l  'at khe:-zsar:dckhe zchdf s~seiktrrg 
as well as the  panelled handrail behind the pulpit were added in 1950, The choir 
seats, like those in the bglcony, have molded plywood seatbacks, hardwood a m  rests, 
and upholstered seats and are original to the structure. S i m i l a r  seats were removed 
from the sanctuary about twenty years ago because they were heavily worn and were 

C;. replaced by wooden pews. 

TZle baptis* was raised to its present height thixty-six years ago in order to 
allow the congregation an i ~ r o v e d  view of the baptismal ceremcmy. A cast raetal 
spiral stair located in the northeast comer of the church provides access to: the 
raised b a p t i s w  and the adjacent dressing room. 

hrqe stained glass windows claninate the interior of the sanctuasy. Along the n o r t h  
and south elevations, these handsome, rectilinear campositions of gold with accents 
of blue, brown, and purple are executed in the rhythmic pattern. 

The balcony, supparted by ate@: co lms ,  is accessible by two staircase within 
the sanctuary and one larger staircase adjacent to the vestibule in the northeast 
corner of the building. The detailing of the larqer staircase, particularly the n-l 
pcsts, is simple yet suggestive of Prairie styling. Raised edge panels decorate 
the side of the stairs, w h i l e  beaded barding is used on the underside of the treads- 

& noted earlier, the balcony seating dates to the church's canstructisn. A brass 
railing follows the interior contours of the balcony. The eeilfng of the sanctuary 
is an ornate composition of pressed-metal, decoration installed between a network of 
structural beams. Less ornate, yet .st i l1  decoratfve metal ceilings are used Fn the 
vestibule, the baptistxy and the basement. T h e  decorative treamnt of the metal 
cornice is classically derived and includes a hti l  course and egg and dart motif, 

The basement: , like the sanctuary, 1s essentially m e  large roan punctuated w i t h  steel 
support c o l m s  noted previously. Adjacent to t h i s  large meeting h a l l  is a kitchen < added in 1976 and a utility room.  - 



United States Department of the Intmrior 
National Park Senrlce 

- National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Later additions to the Mount Zion Baptist Church's fac i l i t i e s  include an aforenoted 
L-shaped Education Building constructed in 1951. This is also buff bfick. 
A new fellowship hall is under construction on the south side of the original church, 
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S-MG d.t.8 1926 - Buifd8r'Archit.set P. S . Jones, contractor ; architect unknown 
Shtammml d ShnHl;em~m (In onr parmglrph) 

B u i l t  i n  1926, Mount Zion. Baptist Chureh in Little Reek is an architecturally 
significant structure w i t h  exterior refexences to Prairie styling and impressive 
interior detailing. ft was  a very modern church at the ti& of its consmction, 
breaking from the more traditional. s ty l e  of black ecclesiastical architecture. 

The Mount Zion congregation was formed in 1877 in an effort to provide an institution 
for blacks which would facilitate not only religious but educational and economic 
adjustment to their status as freedmen. The early years of t h e  congregation saw 
increasing involvement in the  black conmnmf&y of Little Rock on the part of its memibers. 
Arkansas BaptlPst College, which was to beeonre a leading institution of higher learning 
for blacks in the state,  was organfzed at the church in 1884 and its first classes 

&W w e r e  held there. In 1919 the People's Ice and Fuel -any was incorporated at Mount 
Zion; A frame building served the raembership from 1880 u n t i l  the present brick edifice 
was completed in 1926. 

Mount Zion Baptist Church is loosely reminiscent of Prairie styling, Prairie Style 
architecture is not at all comwn in Little mek. Although the church is by no means 
a pure example of the Prairie Style, its influences on the exterior can not be denied. 
These zre best seen in the over-all massing of the structure as w e l l  as the horizontal 
emphasis h i c h  is produced by the coping around the parapet and the exagerated cornice. 
This hozizontality is continued on the interior. The cnr*rilinear D-shzpd bhlcony 
creates a continuaus b a d  around three sides of the o f t h e  sanctuary. Thedeil ing is pressel 
xtal and is decorated w i t h  an elliptically-shaped skylight, rather than being vaulted. 
30th the balcony and the cei l ing are supported by steel columns, a reminder of the 
:=den design of the church. Mount Zion Baptist Chur& was the f i r s t  substantial black 

in Rock built in a modem s ty le ,  bre&t<fig the traditional 
a t h i e  Revival Style structure . 
Since the erection of the present church building, W t  Zion has maintained a place 
of leadership w i t h  Little.Rockls blacks. The congregation has included many educators, 
bwhess,  and professional people. Ministers who p~stoxed other churches throughout: 
the c i t y  and state (such as Marine M. Williams, 0. J. WiErsrrn, Lloyd Heyers,.and 
Tennyson Barnes) and nation (such as Dr. Earl M o o r e ,  ukm is m w  ir, blew ?imrk? were 

' ordained at: Mount Zion. The late  Dr. Fred T: Guy, .Installed as _Pastar in' 1931, was 
i n s t m n t a l  in the growth of Momt Zions's h e i g h t m e  cmmunitp responsibility. He 
was a member and ardent supporter of the NAACP, *ic% gneS at Mount Zion during his 

( tenure. Dr. Guy was part i c lar ly  binown for the cdtn guidance that  he gsre to the black 
commity dvring the Central ~ic$\ School i n t e q m t f o n  crisis of 1957. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Zow hMing Northing " Zone Ewting LGLL'?d,$td"" 

V M  -ry dmscrlptkn and JustHientlan 
Lots 9, 10, and 11, Block 368, Original, City. The SW% of Section 3 ,  Township 1 
Worth, Range 12 west. 
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Mt. Zion  Baptist Church 
L i t t l e  Rock, Pulaski Co. 

lnteri  o r  o f  sanctuary 

Photographed by M I  ke Swanda 

August 1986 
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