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1. Name of Propem 
historic name Bdfler %use 
othernameslsitenumber Buhler-Raney-Tfayl~l: House ' 

2. Location 
streel 8 number 1820 Fair Park Boulevard N/A not for publication 
city, town Little Rock N/ A U vicinity 
slate Arkansas code 05 county Pulaski code 119 zip code 722 

3. CFassHlcatlon 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private buildin&) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local district 1 buildings 
public-Stale [13 site sites a public-federal structure structures 

object objects 
Total 

.Vane of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
~ T / A  listed in the National Register N/A 

4. StatelFederal Aqency Certification 

As the designated aut h~rity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[nomination resuest for determination of eligibility meets ?he documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Ptaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet 
34-@ 

Date 
c Preservation Program 

State or Federal agency and buceau 

I In my opinion, the property meets u d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation shmt. 

N/A 
Signature of commenting or other otficlal Date 

I State ~r Federal aaencv and bureau I 

5. National Park Servlce Certification 
I. hereby, certify that this properly is: 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

mdetermined eligible for the National 
Register. %e cont~nuation sheet. 

3 determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain:) 

Sionatura el tha Keaner Oats of W i n  



6, Function or Use 
Histor~c Functions (enter t i from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

h e s  t i c  : su dwelling Domestic: single dwell in^ 

7. Description 
Arc h~tectura l  Classification Materials (enter categories tram instnrctians) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation St n n ~  
late 19th and 20th Centurv Revivals walls hrirk 
p 

other 

BsGribe present and historic physical appearance. 

SrnIARY 

On the surface, the Buhler House appears to be a typical period revival. 
residence. Situated on a corner lot, it is a tkvand-one-half story structure 
sheathed in buff-colored brick with a fieldstone foundation. It has the steeply 
pitched, side-gabled roof with prarninent cross gable c m n l y  associated with 
the Fnglish Revival style, though a t  its completion in 193'1 it was described as 
an "+herican-Spanish" house {the Spanish irdluence is lbr i ted  to the  interior). 
The home's typical exter ior ,  however, belies a method of cmstruction-- 
reportedly utilizing 26 1/2 tons of steel--that is decidedly out of the 
ordinary. 

From the outside these is l i t t l e  indication that the Buhfer House is anythng 
other than the  usual brick-veneered, w d - f r a m e  residence. The only exter ior  
clue to the home" m u d  "woodless" construction is the front door, which is 
steel--as are all interior doors and jambs, though the or ig ina l  finish on the 
exterior side of t he  f ron t  door has k e n  painted over, the ocher side--like mast 
of the  interior doors--retains its original "hked  walnut enamel" finish, a 
simulated woodgrain f inish that imitates the look of a single-panel, walnut- 
stained door. 

Red tile (from the "Ludowici-Celadon Co.") covers the roof of the Bddet House, 
and Mf-colored brick-furnished by the Hope Brick C q y  of Hope, Arkansas-- 
sheathes the home's steel framework. Concrete provides contrasting trim at the  
eave line and as window sills. The foundation, park  of the end chinmy, and a 
5-ft. wall on the south side of the house are fieldstone, as is a low wall 
(topped by a chain link fence) that encircles the yard on the north side of the 
house. 

Besfdes the textures of the brick, concrete, stone, and tile, the v i d  
i n t e r e s t  of t h e  house derives mainly from the picturesque roofline of its f ron t  
section--that is, the section d e r  the side-gabled roof a d  front-facing cross 
gable. The steeply pitched cross gable dwninates the main (east) facade, f t s  
south side extending downward t o  shelter the front door, located in the center 

-- of the facade. 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Siqnificance 
Cerhty~ng official has considered t+ :ignificance of this property in relation to otP ~roperties: 

nationally statewide hally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
1930-1931 1930-1931 

Slgnilicant Person ArchitecUBuilder 
YJA Fouche River l ami  Company 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

h a t e d  in a Little Rock neighbrhod known as "Oak Forest," the W e r  House was 
constructed in 1930-31 by Henry Fernando Buhler and his firm, the Fourche River 
Land Cmpany. Although the Fotuche River Land Company built many houses in the Oak 
Forest area during the late 19202 and early 1930'~~ the Buhler House was--and is-- 
unique because of its steel a d  concrete construction, said by the builders t o  be 
"fire, sound, burglar, lightning and storm safe." The property is being nominated 
under Criterion C as a rare example af steel-frame residential construction. 

The Cherry and Cox Addition t o  the City of Little Rock, location of the Buhler 
House, had been platted in 1907, but evidently little or  no developent occurred 
until the 1920 ' s , when Henry B d e r  founded the Fourche River Sand C o m p n y  and 
h & h t  l i t e ra l ly  hundreds of the addition's vacant lots. Buhler, a Methodist 
minister-turned-real estate developer, bil led himself and his company as the 
"owners and developers of Oak Forest," an area (apparently named by W e r )  that 
encompasses the Cherry and Cox Addition. 

Houses erected by the Fwrche bver  L a d  Company reportedly were "'planned" by the 
firm's "building department . 'Vn the case of the W-der House, hovever, design 
assistance may have been obtained from she manufacturer of the steel framing 
materials used in the h m ' s  construction. The manufacturer was the Steel Frme 
House Company, and its "Steel Frame House System" was brought to Little Rock by the 
Arkansas Fotrndry Company. 

It is not known what prompted H e m y  W e r  to erect the "Most Ih.lufllal Home Ever 
Built In Arkansas"--as it was called in a newspaper a d v e r t i s e n t  that invited the 
public to  an open house on April 12, 1931. Certainly, the "Modless" construction 
of the Buhler House was unusual. Althwgh mdocmnted examples may exist,  no 
other steel-frame houses are h o r n  t o  have been built in Little Rock by Buhler or 
myone else. sea continuatbn sheet 



9. Major Bibliqraphlcal Refel ,flees 

Arkansas Gazette, articles on the fol lming dates: February 8, 1931; 
April 12, 1931; November 10, 1961; S e p t m h r  1, 1974. 

- - Bien, V. T. H., "Steel-Frame H o u s e s . "  House Beautiful 67 (~anuary 1930): 
74+. 

Little Rock City Directories, 1920 though 1949. 

Maski C m t y  Bed Records: Book 201, p. 247; Boak 240, p. 595; b o k  235, p.  508; 
Book 236, p. 522; Book 296, p. 348. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Little Rock, 1939. 

'Osee continuation sheet 
Previous d~umentation on file (NPS): N/A 

preliminary determination of individual tisting (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 

[71previously IEsted in the National Register 
1T] previously determined eligible by the National Register 
17 designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record W 

Primary location of additional data: 
m ~ t a t e  historic preservation office 
[7lOther State agency 

Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data ' Acreage of prapery L e 3 ~  than one acre * 

UTM References 
A /516rOI910r01 (3,814 14 16 13 15 1 

Zone Eastiq Northing Zone Easting Northing 
s w  u lllllltl 

17 See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Block 19, Lots 5 & 6 ,  Cherry & Cox Addition to the City of Little Rock. 

See continuation shes! 

Boundary Justifiatim 

The bundary includes the 2 entire city lots that have k e n  historically associated 
with the property. 

USee continuation sheet 

1 1. Form Prepared By 
C h ~ r y l  hi rhplS 

-. 
nameltirle 
organization H i  s t o n  data 
street & number 1~~ telephone ( 501 375-2686 
city or town Litrle Rock state zip eode a 
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The cross gable projects forward from the side-gabled roof, creat ing the bay 
t ha t  forms the east end of the dining s m  on t he  first floor and a bedroom on 
the second f loor .  A pair of six-over-six, double-hmg alminum ~dndows marks 
each main f loor  of the bay. Above, a t  the a t t i c  level, a narrow four-over-four, 
double-hung wbdow is located in the gable. 

%v six-over-six, double-hung windows, one per floor, are located on the north 
side of the bay. Just west of t h e  bay, under the north gable end of the side- 
gabled roof, are two more of the same type of k5ndows, a l so  one per floor. Abve 
them is a s d l  a t t i c  window in the gable. 

For reasons of energy efficiency, these double-hung alminm windows have been 
substituted for  the or iginal  steel casement windows througbut the house, but 
care was taken to retain the original multi-paned appearance of the  casements. 

Beginning a t  the front  door, a concrete-floored terrace t r i th  simple wrocg5t-iron 
railing extends across the main facade t o  the south end of the house. Above the 
terrace are paired windows on bath the first and second f loors .  Centered above 
the  second-story windows is a steeply pitched gabled wall dormer containing a 
small a t t i c  windo~. 

A prominent chimney, sheathed par t id ly  in fieldstone and partially in brick, 
stands in the center of the south end of the front section of the house. One 
window is located on either side of the chimney on both the first and second 
floors. Two more windows, m e  per floor, are located in a narrow s t r i p  of west- 
facing wall around the corner from the chimney. 

The rear section of the house extends t o  the west under a gabled roof of lover 
pi tch than the gables of the f ron t  section. The rear is a simple rectangular 
section contaimng the breakfast room, kitchen, stairhall, and s u n r m  on the 
first floor and two bedrooms, a bathroam, and the stairway on the second f loor .  

Behind the house, on the alley, is a three-car garage and senant s '  quarters 
built at the same time as the house. It is of brick-veneered, woodframe 
construction and has a low-pitched gabled roof covered ~ 5 t h  red tile. The gable 
ends evidently were originally sheathed by clapboard that has since been covered 
with al&m siding. 

The same siding covers a one-story frame addition, built sometime since 1962, 
tha t  joins the house to the garage. Despite its recent vintage, the addition 
continues the  fieldstone foundation and red tile roof of t h e  original house and 
garage. A fieldstone wall with wrought-iron gate encloses the yard an the south 
side of the frame addition. 
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me interior of the BMer House remains remarkably intact.  There have been no 
structural changes, and many original decorative features are still in place. 
&sides the wood-grained steel door and jambs, some of the more interesting and 
unusual original featzrres are the "Goodyear Rubber Tile'Yloors found throughout: 
the downstairs ( a  different pat tern in each room) ; the s tee1 and concrete 
staircase; original l i g h t  fixtures in the dining and l i v ing  roans, sunroom, 
bedrooms, and baths ( t h e  latter kiith towel-clad women adorning their shades); a 
painting on the living room chimney breast by local painter and decorator, Steve 
Cole; and pink and lavender bathrow plumbing fixtures. The so-called Spanish 
influence is seen mainly in an arched opening with wrought-iron gate between the 
l iv ing  room and dining mom and in heavily-textured plaster walls. 

According t o  a 1931 nek-spaper advertisement fo r  the house, "the entire franing 
is steel: steel sills, joists, rafters,  l a th s ,  stom sheeting, anchors, cables, 
casement sash, doors, jambs, cabinets, etc." Most of the framing, of course, is 
not available for  inspection. Glimpses of it can be seen, however, in the a t t i c  
and par t ia l  basement. 

Steel 1-beams, rather than wooden floor joists, span the  b a s m t ,  In the 
a t t i c ,  which is finished as a recreation room, tkfo steel supports are visible. 
Both are comprised of four steel angles bolted together at regular intervals. 
Also visible around the edges of the a t t i c  are the heavy steel rafters t h a t  
support the considerable might  of the concrete-slab roof covered with tile. 



United States Department of the Interfor 
National Park Service 

-2 

National Register of Historic Places 
continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 2 

The idea of using steel-frame "skyscraper" construction f o r  houses was being touted 
nationwide around 1930. According t o  the Reader's Guide t o  Periodical Literature, 
several articles on steel-fmme construction appeared in national publications 
lx t~;een the late 1920 k and the mid-1930 ' s . s k l f r a m e  cons~ruc tibn was said t o  
have several benefits over wood: strength and uniformity of mterials, resistance 
t o  fire, immunity t o  vermin and insect attack, and freedom from lightning danger. 
It also, however, was more expensive--about 10% more than standard wood-f rame 
construction, according t o  one magazine article. This additional cost probably was 
a major factor in discouraging the widespread adoption of s tee1 framing for 
residential construction. 

When the Buhler House was completed in the spring of 1931, it reportedly was "no 
freak or  oddly b u i l t  structure t o  attract attention" but, rather, an "extremely 
practical, economical, l ivable ,  and beautiful" residence. Nevertheless, it d i d  not 
sell, and Henry Buhler evidently was unable to pay h i s  suppliers and the worhen 
who had b-lt the house, t o  whom he owed more than $24,000, Buhler lost the house, 
which Fias sold at  auction in June of 1932. Tne highest bid was $3,500. 

A t  this point, it is interesting to note that--despite obvious financial reversals 
during the  1930's--Henry Buhler went on t o  mike a fortune as a developer. Today he 
is best remembered in Arkansas for his 1961 gift to Hendrix College of $2.5 million 
in real estate. 

The person who bought the Bblhler House at auction in 1932 evidently never occupied 
it. Henry Buhler may have lived briefly in his "most unusual home," but it was not 
until 1936 that someone bought the house with the intention of actually l i v i n g  in 
it. T. J. Raney, a stockbroker, and his family made it t h e i r  home from 1936 until 
1942. It then quickly passed through two more owners before being purchased in the 
l a te  1940 k by Robert M. Traylor, president of Arkansas Real Estate Company. The 
Traylor family owned the house until 1984, when it was purchased by the current 
owners. 

While it my no longer qualify as the single "Most Th~sudl Home Ever B u i l t  In 
Arkansas," the B d e x  House remains a very unusual residence. It is a remarkable 
example of a type of construction tha t ,  despite being promoted nationwide, never 
became standard in the house-building industry. In addition, with m y  original 
decorative features intact, the house provides an interesting glimpse a t  1930- 
vintage interior  design. 



Buhler House 
L H l h  ~~ce~?u1mki   METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING 
Quedranjl+: I f~1e 
Scale1 ~ : t w w m  COMMISSION OF PULASKI COUNTY 
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