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3 .  Name 

historic Whi te-Baucum House 

andlor common 

street % number 201 South  I za rd  Stre-et - not for publication 

city, town L i t t l e  Rock - vicinity of congressional district Second 

state Arkansas code 05 county Pul as ki code 119 

Category Ownership St tus ii Present Use - - 

-x disein 
- public - occupied ' - agriculture - museum 

- buildlngfs) 2 private - unoccupied - .commerciaF - park 
- structure both - work in progress - educational- a private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Aceessi ble - entertainment - rtliglaus 
- object - in process 3 yes: restricted . . - government - scientifle - being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

- no military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name ftehl burcer Tanner,+!$yshw & Assaci a t p i  
--353;$, S? - >  

street & number 201 South l zard Street 

city, town L i t t l e  Rock - vtcinity of stale Arkansas 72201 

5. Location of keqal Description .. 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. CO ~ n t y  Cl erk ' s O f f  i ce 

stteet & number Pu lask i  County Courthouse 

Little Rock 

- . - - - - - 

state Arkansas 72201 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

tine Quapaw Quarter A s s o c i a t i o n  has this property been deterrnfned elegible? yes - no 

date 1975 .? - federal - state - county L local 
* 

depository lor survey records 308 East Ei q h t  h 

=by. town Little Rock state Arkansas 72201 



Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated - unaltered - original slte 
- good - ruins X altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and atiglnal (if known) physical appearance 

The Whi te-Baucum Mouse i s  a two-s tory wood f ram structure of I ta f  iana t e  des i  gn . 
S i t e d  on a corner lot, the  bui 1 ding  i s  1 ocated midway between the Arkansas State 
Capitol and t h e  t i t t l e  Rock downtown d i s t r i c t .  I t  is p a r t  of a once-fashionable 
res ident ia l  area r e z o n e d  commercial i n  1954. L i k e  several  other  horns i n  t h e  
area, i t  has been adapted t o  new uses. 

The White-Baucum House i s  square i n  p l a n  w i t h  balustraded balconies, low pyramidal 
roof  and panel led, square col umns , In addi t ion  t o  the  charac te r i s t i c  brackets,  
the  mast di  s t jnct ive , I t a l  i a n a t e  elements of the building are t h e  s j  de porches, 
front door and ha1 f-hexagon f ront  bay. The paired brackets ( j i g s a w  cut scrolls 
w i t h  pendants) support t he  Classical cornice t h a t  crowns the bu i  l d i n g  and enrich 
i t s  d e n t i  l e d  frieze and ornamnlal panels . The main (west) elevat ion features 
a dominant ent'rance desjgn consisting of  a wood and stain glass f r o n t  door which 
i s  s e t  i n  concentric arches that  form the transom and side1 i ghts. The secondary 
(north) elevation has a simple, yet elegant, porch fea tur ing an entrance framed 
by trefoil shaped arch w i t h  two pendants. 

Windows in the ori g i  nal bui 1 d i n g  vary between one-over-one and two *over-two 
l i g h t s ,  double hung. Shutters are deceratjve. In 1975 the usable space of the  
bui ld ing  was doubled wi th  t h e  construction of an addi t ion  on t h e  rear (east) 
elevation. I t  was sensitively conceived and the addition is i n  harmony wi th  
the o r i  ginal construction. 

The in ter ior  of the structure has been remodeled, but  much of the or ig ina l  f l o o r  
plan,  baseboard, molding and doors have been retained. The s i x  woodburning 
f i r e p l a c e s  and mantels, a1 t hough  remodeled, are s t i  11 i n t ac t .  Remodeling 
e f f o r t s  were executed i n  a manner t h a t  r e t a i n e d  t h e  architectural character of 
t he  house through careful detailing. Relatively minor structural changes were 
made t o  adapt the structure t o  i t s  new use. A p a r t i t i o n  was constructed between 
the parlor and t h e  dining-room; Originally double doors separated those spaces. 
The rear of t h e  central hall was closed t o  separate t h e  w a i t i n g  area from t h e  
conference area. The doors between the front ha1 1 and f ront  par1 o r  were retained. 
A receptionist's desk was added t o  the ha1 lway and war deta i  1 ed t o  match o t h e r  
woodwork. The ha l l  s t a i r  i s  o r i g i n a l .  The stained glass windows also appear 
t o  be ori  g ina l  . 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehlstorie 
- 1400-t 499 

150&? 599 
1600-1 699 

- 1700-1 799 
1800-1 899 

- 1900L 

Areas of Siqnifieanee--Check and justify belcw 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h l t e e t u r e  religlon 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

agriculture - economies literature - sculpture 
architecture e d u c a t i o n  - military - social1 

- art - engineering - music humanitadan 
- commerce - exploratlonfselttement - philosophy - theater 
- cornmernications - industry - poli2ics1government transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
- 

Specific dates 1 869 - '1 870 &uilder/Arehittet 
. ... 

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) 

The White-Baucurn House is an architecturally significant structure w i t h  
important h is tor ical .  associations. The buj ld ing ,  w i t h  i t s  st rong principal 
entrance, dominant porches and careful d e t a i l i n g ,  i s  one of  the earliest 
ahd best examples of I ta l i ana te  architecture i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The home was 
constructed i n  1869-1870 for Robert J. T.  White. White was the Arkansas 
secretary ' o f  s t a t e  a t  the t ime. I n  1876 t h e  bu i ld ing  was so ld  t o  
George F. Baucum, who entered business i n  Little Rock after dist inguished 
servi ce i n  t h e  Ci v i  l War. Baucum operated a who1 esal e. grocery busi ness , 
was a cotton broker ,  was presidentof the Bank of L i t t l e  Rock f o r  a time 
and was one o f  t h e  founders of the Board o f  Trade o f  t h e  city. The Baucum 
family l i v e d  i n  the  how u n t i l  t h e  mid-1920s. Lora  B. Busick occupied 
t h e  place from 1935 t o  1957- After being l e f t  vacant f o r  four years, the 
house was adapted  t o  new uses, I t  served a s  the horn of two restaurants, 
an interior design stud io ,  a nightc lub  and-an a d v e r t i s i n g  agency u n t i l  1977 
when purchased by the present owners, the engineering firm of Don Mehl burger. 



9. Major Bibliographicall References 
Lucy Mzrisn Reaves, "GI ircpses of Yesterday," Arkansas Gazette,  January 19, 1936, p. 76. 
Little Rock Business Directories. 

, Pulaski  County Tax Assessors "records. 

Acreage of nominated property 1 ~ S S  t han>_~~ea~re  
Quadrangle name Little Rock, Arkansas 
UMT References 

" 1 1  I 51 (5161 51 9!4,51 1 3,8141 51 114101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24,000 

Zone Easting Norrhing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Lots 1 and 2, Block 741, Ori g i  na.1 City 

List all stater and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county . - code 

7 3 .  Form Beepared By .. . 

Teresa G .  Kill i on ,  Randy Jeffery 
namettitle Robert  D. Besom, H i  s tori an 

organization Ark. H i  storic Preservation Program date December 70, 1979 

street & number S u i t e  500, Conti nental B u i  1 d ing  telephone 501/ 371 -2763 

ciavortawn L i t t l e  Rock state . Arkansas 72201 

3 2 .  S3aite His3oric Preservation Officer Certification 
.. - 

The evaruated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state >- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Otflcef  for the Nationall Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

titie state flistoric preservat ion ~ f f i c E r  date December 19, 1979 
FOT m a s  use only 

. - . *.  

L hereby cerllfy that this property is lnelud~d In !he National Register 

date 
Keeper of the National Regisle; - . -  
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WHITE-BAUCUM HOUSE 

.. 201 South  Izard  Street  
L i t t l e  Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 

Bob Dunn, July 1979 
N e g a t i v e  l oca t i on :  Arkansas S t a t e  Historic 

Preservati on Program 
- Main entrance, west e leva t i on  
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