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1. Name 

and:or common B A m  HJIDING . . -  - 

2, Location 

street % number 2 13-2 17 W s t  S e m d  S b x e t  not for publication 

clty, town Little Pmk . .  - .  a vicinity of Second '- 

state Mc-s e 05 county Pdask i  code Sl9  

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) 2 private 1L unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
- structure - both - work In progress - educational - private residence 
s i t e  Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object BXk in process A yes: restricted - government - scientific 

3 I L  bt - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner st Property 

name G a n ~ B u i l d i n g P a d n ~ h i p  - 

streel & number P.O. EDx 7416 

cltv. town Little m, viclnihr of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Leqal Description 

courthouse, reqistw of deeds, etc. Pula& eoUnhr Courthouse 

street & number 405 West Markham 

eltv, town Little Rock state A r k a m  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Little Ro& Street Histosic Surveyas this property been delermined eligible? y e s  X no 

date 1977 - federal - state wunw u local 

depository for survey records mans- Historic Preservation, -am 

city, town ~ t t l e  - 



Description 

ion 
.m31am+ 

Condiii Check one Check one 
- e X C r r m ~ c l t  - deterlarated - unaltered 2 L  original site 
- good - ruins 3 altered - moved date 
J fair - unexposed 

3e the present a d  ofiginal {if known) physical appearance 

This structure is a small thnx-story amxcial  building of bridk and lh~stcme 
w i t h  decomtive terra mtta. The building d i m s  sparse c lass id  details w i t h  
-act: clear msinq,s~qgesthg perhaps its architect w a s  aware of the m g i n g  
Prairie Schml  styles. Seen in this con=, t h i s  building represents the transitional. 
mid betwen the W v a I  styles of the nbeteen+A century and s ty les  of . 
the twsntieth century, 

E m t s  suggesthg P !%-1m1 influace include the use of bm.n brick in 
crisply defined wall plan1 ? h t  wall facade expressed h-~ clean ljnes empha- 
s iz ing structural. .system . u v w  uecorative , ~ l i s & t s  ; -and .horizontal, banding on 
the facade strmg-thened by the terra cotta cornice ' p r o j e h g  a b v ~  the third flmr. 
me &ce is s m u n t c d  by a lm brick parapet taminatkg at each mmer in 
brick piers. The parapet and piers are cam with stone coping, 

Another p d n e n t  styliskic characteristic: apparent h the building's h n t  is 
the grouping of second and third story w i n a s ,  bmded and delineated through 
vertical se-tatim, into three bays of fenestyation f d  by bands of reczssed 
and pro jetting brickwork in a " c h e c k ~ ' " t t e m .  (The ,moss tension created 

' between vertical elerrents and horizontal banding is typical of m i e  Szhcx3l 
architechre. ) The r e s m e d  reference to historical style h favor of a spxre 
clzssicim, . sem .in 1;le d e w  ling 3T the £a&, a%. Eqts at- psairie Schml 
influences. Besides the More mtioned me, this s m  restraint is illustrated 
in the horizontal ban&g. of recessed brick ktwam the uppzx f 100rs ' windm bays. 
Also, a single Ionic colm separates the t w o  center windm bays that are 
tlle m m ? -  , . - . .- B .  . . ' ) ' 1 .  - 

As a del-ate departure £ran me spre style of the k d y  :of,. tie. b~ilding, 
the detailing of the e n t m  stm&me is the mst e l h ~ a t e  and least vernacular 
elerrwt. It demnstrates the pervasive influence of the Classical Revival style 
and consists of a triangular pdimnt meld  by scmlls with acanthus leaf decc- 
ration framing a high &may. This e l m t  isan accent, a bcr;J to classicism 
j-atzposed tm Prairie School restraint placing the building again in its historical 
context of bridgimg stylistic h£lumces. 



. 8.- Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1 60b1699 
- 170&1799 
- 1 BObF899 
1L 1900- 

l -1 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeolog y-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture - reHglon 

afch,+logy-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agrrculture - emnomics - literature - sculpture ' 

1~ architecture - education - mi Mary - social! 
a r E  - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploration!settfement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
- communications - industry - politicugovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 1 .  ; I -  . .. .. 

Tkme Peoples Building and loan Building is ar&ite&raPIy si-icant due to its 
uniqueness of style in Little Iirxk and in the bmdia& area, Its e z l y  reference to , 

the Prairie School, clean facade lines and crisp Mini t ion  of the w a U  plan on .the 
north facade represent a unique blend of architectural e l m e  in this early- 
W n t i e t h  mtwy -cia1 structure. Today, the building plays an important role 
as a linking d e n t -  ktrm the' .Qassi&l ar&ite&ure s t y l e  foand,in the -' * - 
Gazette B u i l d i n g  to the east ad the skyscraper, mamid Life Building, just to 
the west. !3rther, it significantly contributes to the overall historic t e x t u ~  
of downtown. 

The building w a s  built for the Peoples ~ d l d h g  and Imn Association by L.B. Ieicjh 
and Sol- and Gus Gans, a l l  pr&ent, 10~~33. bushes-. Leigh was the mst pxmhent 
of the group, as he was not only one of the leading businesswn in Little fbxk but also 
a politician active in the state legislature. In 1872, after mwing to Little Bmk, 
he organized L . 3 . Xgh ; 'which becm"6ne of tie' lmst i n s h o e  ~ g ~ c i e s  jn 
the stake, Leigh sen& as president of the Peoples Building & Um~~ssociatim (in- 
corporated in 18 84 and still -rating today) during the '@=Iy - 1900 ' $, &rid &ter the 
Peoples Building opened in 1903, loc3ted both the Building and Ian Associatica and his 
insurance agency there. During the early 19 00 s , W s  t Second S t n e t  waz h m  to - 
m m ~ ~ ~ n r ~  h m a n c e  and finance cmpanies. In 1906, there w a e  ten i n s u r a n ~  ccarrf3anies 
lccated in the 100-201) bl&s of W e s t  Seocold, thxee of which were lmzrted in- the 
Peoples Building. 31 1907 and 1908, of the twelve building arid loan associations 
located im the ciw, five ware on I*st Sgoond S-t. The insurance corrpanies in 
the tkFe b l x k  area n d r e d  seventeen; four of these were located the Peoples 
Building and five in the Southern T rus t  Building, its new neigfhr, &meen 1911 
and 1915, Ule building was renard the Gans Building as Peoples relocated to 
210 Vkst Semd S t r e e t .  By 1925, the building was sold to Dr. Will iarr ,  R. Bathurst, 
a praminent: l i t t l e  Rock physician. ALthough Bathurst never officed in the building, 
a mjor abstract c m q m y  was locatid there, little W Abstract & m t y  cmpny .  
Jams &nick and Wilbur Wley ,  nrmbers of t m  of Little h z k '  s mst p e n e n t  f b -  
cia1 families, were errployees of Little Rock Abstract during t h i s  The Bathurst 
B u i l d i n g ,  as it was then barn and remains W a y ,  suffered fm the Depression during 
the early 1930's. In 1934, the bthust 8uilding mtained a hrd c m p m y ,  a fraternal 
organization, ldbor off ies  and a n m b r  of vacant offi-. During the 1940'~~ Bead 
Abstract Capany rrrrved into the building and d e d  there wntil the mid 197OVs, The 
last remaining tenant in the building t d a y  is William Bathurst ,  Jr., m of Dr. B a t h u s t .  
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= Acreage of nornlnated property 
Quadrangle namef ,i t t l  e h k  

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 :24000 

"M 151s-1 1318 14 1516 12101 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification + .  - .  . . .  . . +..* .;.'.-I + . # ' '.,I 

Fast 46.7 ft. of lots 1 & 2 Block 82 Original Ci.ty of Little m, Ar'xXansas . + - . - -1- ' -. . . . .. - . - . . P L A \  

List all states and countles for properties overlapphg state or county bokdaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code' county code 
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d 2, State. H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Ceatifieaticln 
The evaluate& signif cance ot this property withln the state Is: 

- national ,- state 2- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation OffIcer for tne ~at ional  Historic Preservation Act of 1366 (Public Law 8% 
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Slate Historic Praservatlon Officer slgnalure 

For MPS use only 
"1 .-. -. . 

. -.*_. . 
Included hereby c :ertify tha ~t thls prc 

le Nation raF Regis: 

listrat ion 


















