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1. Name 

historic ~ o @ t o h - ~ o o d  House 

and~oroornmon "I]o'tl K O L I S ~ ' '  

2. Location 

street & number 290 Hjgh Stwet  ' - not for publication 

clty,zom L i t t l e  Rock - vicinity of congressional district Second 

state Arkansas c ~ e  35 countv PGT as k i  code 1 19 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
-district - public A occupied 
X building(s) X private - unoccupied 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
o b j e c t  - in process - yes: restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational private residence 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militan, - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Kather ine  L. Wood 

Freet a number 800 High  Street 
\ 

city, town Little Rock - vicinity of stat@ Arkansas 72202 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,reglstryofd~ds,etc. P u l a s k i  County Courthouse 

street & number 400 West Markham 

city, town L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 72201 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title has thls property been determined elwlble? - yes - no 

w 

f e d e r a l  s t a t e  c o u n t y  l o c a l  

dewsltow for survey records 
.- 

state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins 2 altered - moved date 
1 tair - unexposed 

-- - -- - - - 

Describe the present and original (IS known) physical appearance 

The Compton-Wood House i s  situated on a corner l o t  one black from t h e  Arkansas 
S t a t e  Cap i to l .  B u i l t  in 1902, the  l a t e  Queen Anne structure i s  a two-story, 
detached s ing le  family dwelling. I t s  roof i s  gabled a t  the four e l eva t ions  and 
i s  dominated by a t h r e e - s t o r y  s tair  tower w i t h  a pyrarni d roof and spi ral f i  nia? . 
Together, these characteristics establ ish a strong ver t ica l  o r ien ta t ion  f o r  the 
bu i l d ing .  The o r i g i n a l  wood shingle roof  has been covered w i t h  aspha l t  shingles.  
The f i r s t  story o f  t h e  building i s  faced w i t h  horizontal lapped cypress siding 
while cypress shingles cover t he  second story, i nclvding t h e  gable-ends .  The 
second s tory  k north elevation projects from the  bui 1 ding w i t h  scroll  ed brackets  
under t h e  cantilever. 

The p r i n c i p a l  ( e a s t )  elevation i s  dis t jnguished  by an "L" shaped porch which  
extends around' t o  the '  north side of t he  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  wooden porch i s  supported 
by f i v e  Doric columns and  is  decorated w j t h  a turned wood balustrade. The f ront  
door i s  made sf oak w i t h  an oval beve led  1 ight .  A variety of  sizes of  double- 
hung windows appear an the house. Windows on t he  second f loor  a n d  i n  the gables 
have multiple panes i n  t h e i r  upper sashes (1611 and 911 1 i g h t s ) .  A round-arched 

, opening i n  t h e  nor th  gab le  i s  f l a n k e d  by wooden vents.  Four twelve- inch double- 
hung (6J1 1 i gh t s )  i n  t he  stair  tower identify i t s  second f loor  landing. 

There are  three major rooms on each floor. The east parlor room and entry ha? 1 
have oak floors w i t h  double  3/4" mahogany borders. The remaining f loor  area 
consists of p i n e  and cypress. '. Theu'e are two f i r e p l a c e s  .on the f i r s t  fJaerJ . '  ' + 

t h e  pa r l~ r -~ roo r r .~av i .n~  a corner fi rep1 ace with a gl azed-brick rectangular  opening 
and a shoul d.ered ..oat, .grchi t.yaveb, ,fri eye. 2nd cornice. An a p p l i e d  y i  bbon design 
adorns the frieze. A rectangular beveled mirror, blanked by tw oval beveled 
mirrors and capped by a cornice, enbe7 1 i shes t h e  overmantel . I n the d i n i n g  room, 
t h e  fireplace has two Ionic columns supporting t he  mantel  shelf. Applied f loral  
and scroll designs enrich t h e  f r i e z e ,  The o v e m n t e l  i s  scroll shaped and surrounds 
an oval  beveled mirror. Tongue and groove paneled wainscoting i n  the  k i tchen i s  
a1 so noteworthy.  

A quarter sawn s t a i r  w i t h  two landings provides access t o  the second floor. A 
two -foot wide balcony overlooks t h e  s t a i  w e 1  1 and  i s dis t ingu ished f r o m  t h e  ex- 
ter-lor by t h e  four  miniature windows i n  t h e  stairtower. The e a s t  bedroam has 
a corner fireplace with  a p l a i n  mantel w i t h  no overmantel, Two consoles 
support  t h e  s h e l f .  The n o r t h  bedroom's heating system is indicated by t he  c e i l i n g  
flue sleeve located i n  the center o f  t h e  room which served an ear ly  stove. The  
second f l o o r  bathroom has o r i g i n a l  f i x t u r e s  i nc lud ing  a claw f oo t  tub and a 
lava tory  mounted w i t h  c a s t  i r o n  brackets.  

Ori g i  nal p ine panel doors, trjm, symnetricall y mod ded corner blocks, transoms, 
and brass hardware remain throughout t h e  house. The owner i s  i n  t h e  process o f  
rei nsta l l  i n g  the original  brass converted 1 i g h t  f ix ture.  
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E x t e r i o r  a1 teration includes t h e  aforementioned change o f  r o o f  materi a1 and 
minor m d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  rear porch. A sm71 balcony on t he  e a s t  e levat ion 
was removed due to deter iora t ion.  Hinges found a t  sow of  t h e  windows i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  b u i l  d i  ng once had shutters. Inter ior  a1 terat i ons  i n c l  ude t h e  enclosure 
o f  the stairway w i t h  p i n e  paneling f o r  secur i ty purposes. The owner took  care 
not t o  damge the s ta i r  o r  balustrade. A bathroom was added n e x t  t o  the k i tchen.  
A spiral stairway located in the back ~f t h e  b u i l d i n g  was removed and put in 

* .  -. . 
storage. - - - ,  . * -- -- 



8. Significance t ' .  

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1 4-1 499 

1 50G1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 170[1-1799 
- 180CL1899 
L 1 9 0 s  

Areas of Significanee--Cheek and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-hlstorlc - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - econornlcs - literature - sculpture 
X architecture - education - military - socEal! 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry 2 politiesrgovemment A transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1  902 Builderlbrchitect A. Corntan 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Compton-Wood House i s  architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  because, w i t h  i t s  s t r i k i n g  
l a t e  Queen Anne design,  the  building i s  the only v i s i b l e  representation o f  a 
type of  architecture t h a t  characterized a once promi nent upper-middl e cl ass 
r e s i d e n t i a l  area immediately south o f  the Arkansas State Capitol grounds, The 
house's dominant s t a i r  tower and s teep  cypress-shingled gables ,  i n  near original  
condition, stand i n  stark contrast  t o  the present-day progressivism of government 
bui l d i  ngs, modern transportation networks and vacant lo ts  which now surround, i t .  
The house was b u i l t  i n  1902 during t h e  construction of t h e  Arkansas S t a t e  Capi to l  
and the s t a i r  tower of  the  house afforded a panoramic view of the  largest con- 
struction project to t h a t  date  in Arkansas. The surrounding neighborhood was 
we1 1 establ i shed by t h e  twentj eth century. Residents o f  t h i s  neighborhood-- 
pol i t i  c i  ans , 1 awyers and rai 1 road workers--i ncl uded many of L i  tt 1 e Rock ' s 
l ead ing  c i t i z e n s .  W i  11 iam A .  Compton, f i r s t  owner and probable b u i  lder of the 
house, was a prominent lawyer and p o l i t i c i a n .  He served i n  t h e  Arkansas General 
Assembly f r o m  1886-1888 and la ter  as county judge i n  Pulask i  County f r o m  1892-1896.  
Cornpton buil t t h e  house one block west of his father" home. The elder  Compton 
was an Associate Justice of t h e  Arkansas Supremq.Court. .The four ,bl.ock area 
t h a t  ind l 'udeg  ' the house i s  referred t o  as t h e  '~omptoji add i t i on :  The pPesent 
owner's fa ther ,  Journey Wood, purchased the-house i n  1'91S:''An m5ine~r  f o r  t h e  ' 
Missouri-Pacific Rail'mad, Mood was enipTo@d du~.ifig:'th'e heyday cf t h ~ - r a i l r o a d  
industry i n  Arkansas and L i t t l e  Rock. - .  - . 1 . . . : : . . ... . 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Conti nuat i on  Sheet. 

Acreage of nominated property 'IPCC a c acre 
Quadrangle name m m  
UMT References 

A 11 I, 51 151 61 51 01 8101 [ 3181 4,4161 21 01 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle sca te 1 : 24,000 

Zone Easting . ,  a 

Verbal boundary description and justificatiofi 

Bk 412, Lo t s  N1-, 1 ,  2, 3 .  
. : 

List aRl states and counties far properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code tountv code 

state code ~ lun tv  code 

I I. Form Prepared By 

namfiltle K. L. b o d ,  800 Hjqh,  L i t t l e  Rock, AR and Jim P f e i f e r ,  #I Spring St., L i t t l e  Rock, 
Edi ted  by: Don Brown, Historian HK 
organization Ark. Historic Preservatjon Program date January 8, 1980 

street number S u i t e  500, Conti nenta7 Bui 1 ding telephone 501/371-2763 

eltv or town L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 722131 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state -3- local 

As the deslgnat& State Historic Preservation Officer for the National H~storfc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the crlteria and procedures set for2 h by the Heritage Conservation anmcreat lon  Service. 

-lib that i this prop 

: Keepel 
j 
I 

: Attest: 

the Hatia 

dal 

dal 
; cnief or negrsrramon 









COIlPTO;.I-WOOD HOUSE 

800 High 
L i t t l e  Rock, Pulaski  County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7 ,  1980 
Negati ve 1 o c a t i  on : Arkansas H i  stori c 

Preserva t i  on Program 
E a s t  e l eva t i on  from east  

2 o f  10 





COFIPKON -WOOD HOUSE 

800 H i g h  
L i t t l e  Rock, P u l  a s k i  County, Arkansas 

t?obert Dunn, January 7 ,  1980 
Negati ve locat ion :  Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

Preservation Program 
1 South and e a s t  elevations f a rm southeast 





COMPTON-WOOD HOUSE 

800 High 
L i t t l e  Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7,  1980 
Negat ive  1 oca t i o n :  Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

Preservation Program 
Northeast e l e v a t i o n  from northeast 





C 2  IPTOFJI -WOOD HOUSE 

800 High 
Li t t l e  Rock, Pul  a s  k i  County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7 ,  1980 
Negat i ve  loca t ion :  Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

Preservation Program 
Northeast el eva t i  on from northeast  

3 o f  10 





COI lPTON-I!OOD MOUSE 

800 H i g h  
L I  ttl e Rock, P u l  a s k i  County,  Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7,  1980 
t4egative location: Arkansas Historic 

Preserva t~ on Program 
North and west  e l e v a t i o n s  f rom northwest 





COi*lPTOH-t1000 HOUSE 

800 High 
Little Rock, Pulaski County , Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7, 1980 
Negative location: Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
West elevat ion  f rom west 

5 o f  10 





COt iPf Ot4-\/000 HOUSE 

800 H i g h  
L i t t l e  Rock, P u l  aski County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7 ,  1980 
Negative 1 oca t ion  : Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

Preservati an Program 
South elevation f r om s o u t h  
5 o f  10 





COMPTOI1-WOOD HOUSE 

800 High 
h i  t t l e  Rock, Pul  ask i  County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7, 1980 
Nega ti ve 1 o c a t i  on : Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Parlor room f i rep1 ace f r o m  southeast 





COMPTOlt -1100D HOUSE 

800 High 
Litt le Rock, Pu7 aski County, Arkansas 

Robert Dbnn, January 7 ,  1980 
Negat ive l oca t ion :  Arkansas Historic 

Preservatz on Program 
Din ing  room fireplace from northeast 





GOFIPTOHL~~OL~D HOUSE 

800 High 

/ Li t t l e  Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 

Robert Dunn, January 7 ,  1980 
N e g a t i v e  l o c a t i o n  : ArkansaS Historic 

Preservat ion Program 
Doas, trim, molded corner b l o c k  f r o m  e a s t  


