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OESCRlE E THE PFI ESENT AND O3tGINAL (IF KCIOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chisum House, Located in L i k t l e  Rack's Historic Quagaw Quartex D i s t r l z t  
A 

was St?ilt in 1894 by Jason Srrxefl. The b a s e  presents character is t ics  oE 
1 .  

.. 
the Queen k m e  S t y l e  o f  arekiketure in its varlety of tex31xal usage, 

I its towers, acd i t s  Lrrggular s'mpe. 

Of frame conskuctien,  the Chisum Bouse Zedtuxes a m u l t i - g a b l e ,  high-hip 
' 

roof, Tk'o f Mals proj ee t from t h e  center ridge of the roof. The darninant 
feature o f  the house is a three-storey t a w &  on the southeast corner. This 
?muer is cap?& by a bellcast roof with a finial. As Fs typical of the 
Quean me s t y l e  o f  architecture,  the Chisum Eouse  feztures  a variepj of 
window s i z e s  and styles. Three d i s t i n c t  s t y 1  es are found in the cornpr 
tower. On t h e  f i-st-floor l e v e l  is one wide window togped by a sani- 
c i r c u l a r  transon. Second floor windows are paired and f e a t u r e  a rec- 
tangular transca: Pair& windova on the third floor level of the tm2s 
are small and condecorative. The variety a£ textural  usags associatsd w i t h  
Queen Anne style  is also erremplffied by the ton= in its usaga of diamond- 
shaped shingle, clapboard, arLd f lush-board wall surfaces. 

. - 

Two porches axe located on t h ~  faczde. The first-storey porch has an 

... oxiental flavor in its roofline, The porch features an a c h d  en-ancc? 
flanked by turned posts. Direc t ly  bzneath the cornice of the porch betteen 
the t u n e d  p o s t s  are unusual gaometric designs.  B e l a w  the porch r a i l i n g  is 

I:. . an unusual pattern of circulaz cut w o d  between c u t  u o d  blocks. Tluned. 
balusters e x t e M . t o  t3.e bottom railing. Above t h e  porch is a small 
balcony w i t h  turned balusters. Delicately turned c01~rts suppoxt a shed roof 
on t h i s  second-storey porch. . + ... . + .  - 

The north elevation features a rectangular bay 5eneakh a. endl The 
gable ends on the n o r t h  and south e l e v a t i o n s  are identical in their usage of . 

semi-circular sha2ed windows ar_d decoraeve woodwork. J4 wide2'chhey with . , 

corbelling extends from the nor thaast 'eorner  of the house. . . . . --. . 
rn 

The south elevation is marked by a tw-storey raunded bay, topgea wkth-a - 
gable, The Say features a center band o f  vertical p l a n k  between two 
wide bonds of scaLlopecE shingles, 

Th4 interior of the Chisurn House is of irregular floorplan, featuring the 
typical V i c t o r i a n  double parlors. The front hall is irregulaxly shaped 
with a two-landing staircase extendingi to the second f loor-  

The i n t e r i o r  has been altexed to accomodate its d i v i s i o n  into apzrtments. 
B two-storey adgi t ion has h e n  constxucted on the sear elevztion, 5ut t'loes 
not detract f r o m  t h e  architectural. value of t h e  house, 

The Chisum House rests on a tree-shaped corner  in L i t t l e  Rock's most h is tor ic  
sectton of town.  S t i l l  in qcod conditio~, the Chisum H w s c  is roprcsentative 
of an architectural style i n f r ~ e n t l y  found in L i t t l e  Rozk. 
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Built in 389a, the Chistun House is a significant example of modified 
Queen L ~ n e  architecture. It is ~ o t a b l e  for i t s  architectural  oddity 
in relat ion to other SuiLdings in Little Rock. The Chisun House 
&dies  many of the V i c t o r i a n  p e r i d  characteristics of irregular 
s'nape, towers, and multLple g a l e s  and bays. The  Chisum House re- 
presents the eclectic manner of late nineteenth-century architectural  
s t y l e  in Merica through i t s  use of these characteristics. Ths3 house :gas 

built by and has s ince  been associated w i t h  fainilies of l ong  soc ia l  
prominence in Little Rock. Jason Sowell, who b u i l t  the kouse, came 
f rom a Emi ly  who had already been leaders in social life in ~ i t t l e  Rock 
for many years; the f d l y  had been one of L i t t l e  Rock" ear l ies t  f a ~ i l i e s .  
Jason Sowell's da~~ghter m a r r i e d  i n t o  the C h i s u i i  family, w3a were also 
w,ong the favor4  social class in Little Rock and were to ramin so for 
many years. 

Sowell's daughter married Oscar C l i f t o n  Chisum in 1842'. Chisum was 
barn in Austin, Arkansas, in 1860. He was associated with a drug  f i n  
in M e m , 3 S s ,  Tennessee, until he moved to L i t t l e  Rock in'la92, U p r ,  
moving to L i t t l e  Rock he assumed t h e  position of Arkansas-Texzs rep- 
resentative of a Lmisville,  Kentucky, hardware  f i r m .  

In 1894 Jason S-7311 b u i l t  a house for himself, his daughter, and her 
husband at 1320 Cumberland Street  in L i t t l e  Rock. In 1894 Cunberland 
Street wks eunsideqed the ''elite" section o f  tmm, and residence in the 
area symbolized social and/or financial success- 

The Chisums Azd one son, 0. C. Chisum, Jr., who was born June 13, 1899. 
He attended the University of I l l i n o i s  and later was ~nployed vi i th 
t he  I n t e r n a l  Revenue Service. 0. C. Chisumr Jr-t was the r'irstrn&er 
of the Arkansas I n d u s t r i a l  Board which was created in 1927 by the Arkznsas 
General Assembly. 

0. C. Chisun, Sr, lived in t h e  Chisum House until h.i s death in 1924; hi-s 
son, 0. C. Chisum, Jr., l i v e d  in the sane house u n t i l  his death in 1337. 

The Chlvum House is a sj-gnif  ieant structure in its' architectural stylp: 
It has always been one oE t h e  nost  unusual residences in L i t t l e  ;Cock. 
The aristracratic s t y l e  af the house reflects the tas tes  of the man whs 
built it and of the family it housed for many years. 

\ 
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