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[7. DESCRIPT lOS . . ,  , d 

I I (Chock One) 1 
a E x c a l l o n t  Good a Foir  C]I Darerierolod 0 Ruins [S Unorrpcsrd 

1 - " ' - 1  'CONDITIOH I {Chock Ona) T (Chock Onel I 

The Prederic Trapnall House is a one-storey,  f ive  
bay mzin structure w i t h  one side wing p l u s  a three 
bay p o r t i c o  centered on t h e  main  structure w i t h  a 
c losed - in  shed-roofed e x t e n s i o n  across t h e  rezr of the  
n a i n  skrucwcre and across the rear of the s i d e  :+ing. 
OriqLnslly t he  house h z d  on l y  an open r e a r  "piazza",  
as it was called in 1843, across t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main 
house a ~ d  connect ing t h e  corner  of the s i d e  A 
separate k i t c h e n  b u i l d i n g  w a s  located d i r e c t l y  S e -  
h i n d  t h i s  side wing. 

-. - 

The m a i n  house roof is and was originally a h i p  
roof w i t h  a pediment  over t h e  f r o n t  port ico and a 
s i m p l e  gable r o o f ,  connec t ing  to the main h i p  roof 
covering the side wing. T3e roof is presently covered 
w i t h  b lack a s ~ h a l t  s h i n g l e s  ,however ,originally the house 
had t:ood shingles, The house  hzs a l l  f i ve  o r i g i n a l  
chimneys p r o j e c t i n g  through t h e  roof  - four  on the main 
house and one on t h e  side w i n g .  

Alterad .a Ynul:crod 0 Moved OrlP;nal Site I 
OESCRIOE T H E  PRESENT A h 0  O R l G l H X L  ( ! I  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P Z & R A N C E  I 

The ex te r io r  walls of the house are s o l i d  b r i c k ,  
three  b r i c k  t h i c k  and the interior walls on either s i d e  

- of t h e  center hall are also s o l i d  brick, 

In t h e  center of the f r o n t  por t ico  pediment is a 
half round louver that replaces t h e  o r i g i n a l  half e l l -  4 

iplical window. Two windows under  t h e  f r o n t  po r t i co ,  
one on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  main e n t r a n c e ,  have wood 
panels t h a t  extend t h e  opening to t h e  floor w i t h  long 
louvered shutters extending to the floor a l so .  The 
other t w o  windows on t h e  front of t h e  house,  one on 
e i t h e r  s ide  of the p o r t i c o ,  a r e  o f  equal l e n g t h  except 
wikhou t  the wood panels and t h e  louver  shutters are  the 
length o f  the windows only. Matching these wLndows 
are f o u r  o thers  on the west s i d e  of the house,  t h r e e  
others on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the house and t w o  others on 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of the side wing,  Originally, however, 
t h i s  S i d e  wing had only one w i n d o w  facing nor th .  The 
other opening was a door w i t h  a small porch  over the 
doorway. The main f r o n t  en t r ance  has a p a i r  of panelled 
doors w i t h  s ide  lights and t r a n s o m .  This door is 
exactly matched in the rear w i t h  an i d e n t i c a l  pzir of 
doors w i t h  s i d e  l i g h t s  and transom. Seve ra l  windows 
of various s i z e s  a r e  located in the closed-in rear add- 
i t i o n  to t h e  house ,  Originally t h i s  rear  e x t e n s i o n  was 



Form 10-30Qa UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
fJdr !Pa91 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMlNATtON FORM 

7 ,  Desc r ip t ion  Continued : 

o n l y  the open rear p o r c h  and it is probab le  that f o u r  
windok?s, t w o  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  rear centcr door- 
Iway, w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  opening on to this p o r c h ,  Except 
for the s ide  wing t h a t  wzs t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  room, 
the main house was perfectly symmetrical. 

From the c e n t e r  hzT1 are f o u r  main doorways, one 
into each of the four o r i g i n a l  rooms, t w o  on - e i t h e r  

. '  . side of ' center  hall. These doorways are double a n d .  . . 

extend  to. the same h e i g h t  as the. windows in t h e  house ' . 
. which are exact ly  the sane h e i g h t  as  the to? of the - -  

t r a n s o m  over t h e  front. and .rear center  doors. The two, 
. rooms on t h e  west  side of- the house are now used as *.- 

p a r l o r s  b u t  were o r i g i n a l l y .  the bedrooms and both  have 
t h e i r .  o r i g i n a l  i.!oodk.ork and m a n t e l s  still in ?lace. . . . . 
T h e r e  is , a  connect ing.  sliding Coor between t h e s e  t w o  . 
rooms that is not original ' .  Hoswever , on . t h e  e a s t  ' sicl8 
of t h e .  house is. t h e  I B L - ~ .  ass&mbly r ~ o m  t3at was origin:  
ally the . d q u b l e  p a r l o r s .  The wall between t h e  p a r l o r s  -. , 

have beerj completely. removed-, however, part of the >rood- 
work ' in t h e s e  t h o  rooms . is d r i j i n a . 1 ,  some h a v i n g .  been . 
' ~ e p l a c e d  during-the i963'restor~Zion and rehkbilitation 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  dining ' room, and it has m o s t  of its o r i g i n a l  
v!!ood:=rork a i d  mantel  w i t h  t h e  exce~tion of the original . 
cupboard and t h e  trim-suriounding t h e  one wihdow that' 

' 

h a s  been <inst ;al led ' in p l a c e  of the original door. There 
was at least -one-other  'win2oc.1 on t h e  e z s t  s i d e  of t h i s .  
room but if has how -been closed. The i n t e r i o r  wood- ' 

work is basically s i z p l e  and y e t  is extremely well . . 
p r o p o r t i o n e d  and. weli s u i t e d  to, the s impl ic i ty  of 'the . 
overall house. It i s  n o t ,  however, p l a i ? .  A l l  of: 
the  in te r io r  w i n d o w s  have panels  under t h e  windows-ex- 
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7. Description C o n t i n u e d :  

t e n d i n g  to t h e  f l o o r  that a r p  similar to t h e  panels on 
. 

;he exte r io r  of the w i n d o w s  on either s i d e  of the f r o n t  - 

I cen te r  en t rance .  All doors and windows have s i m p l e  
I architraves with corner blocks .  A l l  of t h e  doors are 

. .  p a n e l e d .  

? . , The t w o  par lo r s  t h a t  were originally bedrooms have 
. . .  twisted, fluted,'flowered, bronze,  g a s  c h a n d e l i e r s  now 

' . converted to e l e c t r i c i t y  in each. These t w o  c h a n d e l i e r s '  
i . .  - 

w e r e  f o u n d  in theeattic during the 1963 r e s to ra t i on  of. 
. . tbe .house and  were probably i n s t a l l e d  originally in the . . . .  

I .  1870 ' s .  Two crystal  c h a n d e l t e r s  in the assembly room A 

and t h e  crystal chandelier i.n t h e  c e n t e r  hall weredpur- 
: chased ,  i n  New. Orle'ans a n d ' l n s t a l l e d  .in t he ,  house Zn f h e  . 
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S P E C 1  F4 t D A f  IEISJ (Tr i . ~ p l i c n h l o  u n d  h'norcm] 1843 1 
A R E A S  O F  S I G N !  F I C A H C E  (Chock  On* 0.' kf0r .  U* Approprlare) I 

Abor iginol E d u c o i r m  a Polit;coI Q U r b n  PLoming 

a P r e h i s t a r i c  2] Engineer!np 
bJ Rwllgion/Phi. a o lher  a Histor ic  a Industry 

I0:op;Iy 
A5r;eu:ruro a rnvmnkion C] Scicocc a Archifecturm Landscape C SNI~IU~P 

0 Art Archilccruru @ Socirrl/Humen- 1 
Q C o m m ~ c o  litcratura 

i lo r ;an  
, n C-munications U.ili iory 0 Theatmr 

0 Conronarion a Muric f r a n s p o r i a i i a n  

S T A T  WENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Construction w a s  begun on T r a p n a l l  H a l l  i n  1843, 
s h o r t l y  after the proper ty  was purchased by Frederic - 

W. Trzpnall, 

T r a p n a l l  F a l l  is a s imple  G r e e k  Revival s t y l e  
one-storey house. I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  lies in it pro- 
portions and the simple b u t  ex t remely  e l e g a n t  d e t a i l i n g .  
All of the door and :-iindow openings come to exactly 
the s a m e  heigh.t: above the ,floor and each are t r i m m e d  
on the i n s i d e  w i t h  rnztching a rch i t raves  w i t h  corner  - 
blocks. Each window open ing  h a s  a recess to the f l o o r  
w i t h  the area  under the window i t s e l f  b e a u t i f u l l y  
paneled to match t h e  paneling of t h e  doors.  The center 
h i d l  w i t h  its 10 foot  hiyh double doors opening one 
into each of  the four m a i n  rooms exactly opposite 
the o r i g i n a l  wood burn ing  fireplaces situated on the 
outside wal l s  is p e r f e c t l y  s y m m e t r i c a l  and therefore 
except ional ly  elegant. The c e n t e r  h a l l  is 14 feet 
wide with 14 foot ceilings. Each of t h e  four o r i g i n a l  
rooms are exactly 20 foot squa re  w i t h  1 4  feet ceilings. 
The o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  room measures 18 by 19 feet  with 
a 14 foot ceiling, A l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows =e 
4 feet w i d e  and 7 feet high. Although s o m e  alterations 
have been made  to T r a p n a l l  Eall for p r e s e n t  day use,  
it has l o s t  none of i t s  o r i g i n 2 1  proportions or the 
Impression given by the s i n p l e  but e-legant  detailing, 
and t h e  house is t r u l y  an RnteSellurn showplace, . 

Frederic Trapnal l  was b o r n  n e a r  Har rodsburg ,  
Mercer County ,  Kentucky,  on May 2 3 ,  1807, the son 
of Dr. Phillip and Nancy T r a p n a l l .  He w a s  educated 
axid admit ted to the bar in his native s t a t e ,  and 
practiced law for  a w h i l e  at S p r i n s f i e l d ,  Kentucky. 
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8 .  S i q n i f i c a n c e  C o n t i ~ u e d :  
. , 

On November 1, 1836 h e  m a r r i e d  Martha Frances  Cocke, a t  
Spr ingf ie ld ,  Kentucky on t k e  bride's s i x t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y . '  ' 

Soon after they w e r e  m a r r Z e d  the young couple came to 

, ' 

. . Frzder ic  TrapnalL was one of t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  l a w y e r s  

1 

of his time. Had he not died a t  the  age of 46 he prcbably 
i would have become one ,of the p o l i t i c a l  Leaders of Arkansas. 
! Xe was act ive  in the k b i g  P a r t y  and some -of the meetings .: 

- j ( . ' f a b a t  . I 1  .nttle.) 

I 

CHTRY N U M D E A  

I W k a n s ~ s  a d  se t t led  at L i t t l e  Rock. 

, : . !  . 
. I .  . 

1 . - 

' t  - 

D A T E  

. of t h a t  p a r t y  were h e l d  at Trapna ' l l  H a l l .  T r a p n a l l  d i e d  
at M o n t i c e l l o ,  Arkansas:on July 4, 1 8 5 3 '  w h i l e  campaigning ' 

for concress. In h i s  cahpaign he ha3 e n l i s t e d  the  a id  
.. bf Albert Pike and ,  in Hal lu rn ' s  "BiographZcal  and P i c t o r i a l , ,  

H i s t o r y  of Wkanaas"  we f i n d  this sentence w r i t t e n  by Pike,. 

I -  ' 

I .: 

1 

' c o ~ c e r n i n ~  t h e  candielake : "Freder ic  GJ. T r a p n a l l  , in- appear- 
ance every inch a nobleman, of b r i g h t  ,' keen,. q u i c k ,  i n t e l l e c t  ,, 
gracefully e loquen t ,  whose proper place w a s  nn the h a l l s  . ' :  

. of Congress'. Firs ~ r z p n a l l  d i e d  at  rank Lake in C h i c o t -  , - -- .County 'on Decelnber 22,  1851, Their ..only sor,, R i c h a r d  
. , . . 1 Philip, d i e d  in i n f ancy  on June 9 ,  1541: Their only . . 

. - s u r v i v i n g  daughter ,  Mary Ringo Trapnall, who was born a t  - -. 
1 . ' Trapnall .  H a l l  on yay 7 ,  1852, died on A ~ U S *  ' 2 7 ,  1863. I A l l  of these Trapnalls: are buried in N f  .. Holly Cemetery.  a .  .' . . I .. I :  

-- I The T r a p n a l l  f arnily w a s  conaected by marriage to s e v e ~ a l  1 
i .  ] of t h e  most i l l u s t r i o u s  &kans+s famil ies .  Mrs.. Trapnall!~ 

s i s t e r  hias N a r y  Ann C o c k e ,  who married D a n i e l  Riago, first 
C h i e f  Jbst5ce oi.the Acka?sas SupremeCourt .  The T r a p n a l l .  1 . .  

I f a m i l y  i's bu r i ed  in hal f  of a l x g e  p l o t  a t  Mt. Holly, and i D a n i e l  ~ i h g o .  and h i s  family are birried i n  the other half . .  . + . . . j .  1 
~ T r z p n a l l s ~ y o n g e r  brother, Phili~, who w a s  a junior' 

. partner in 'the law f i r m  of T r a p n a l l  and Cocke,, m'ar r ied  
* Sallie F a u l k n e r ,  t 5 e  eldest daughter of 0 1 .  Sandford C. 

E - Mrs. TrapnalLts brother  w &  Johr. W .  Cocice, who married,  
' ~ l i z a b e t h  Pope, daughter of Governor John Pope. , 

F a u l k n e r  w h o  a r i g i n d t e d  "The Akkankas T r a v e l e r .  t1  _ . -  . - ! -  I . . .  I 

j ' '  1 Z 
I . I  
i n  
! . ' I  i 
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8. S i q n i f i c a n c e  Cont inued:  

The city block 05 which  T r a p p a l l  E a l l  s t a n d s  is unique  
in t h c t  it is the only block which has never  been given a ' 

. number designation, as have the other blocks in t 5 e  City. 
of L i t t l e  Rock. TOWE p l a t s  g i v e  it no number, and i t s  . ' . 
l e g a l  description as shorn In records today is sirply 
" T r a p n a l l s  B l o c k . "  Though none of Trapnall's chr ldren  . , 

l ived to carry on h i s  name it c o n t i c ~ e s  to be u s e d  today ' 

. , b13l3. by bo th  the house a n d  the unusua l  block designs"' 



1 - Hal lurn ,  J o h n ,  Sioqraphical  2nd Pic to r i a l  History of Arkansas.  
I Albany: Weed, P a r s o n s  2nd Company, 1887. 1 

. . 

P u l a s k i  County Probate C o u r t .  The Will of F r e d e r i c  W. 
Tr apnall . 

P u l a s k i  County Probate Court. The Inven to ry  o f  the Estate of 
Frederic W. T r a p n a l l .  

Ross, Mar~aret , t rTrapna l l  Hal 1, Antebellum Showplace, 'I 
P u l z s k i  County Reviewer, V o l .  111, No. 1. IDecenber, 19551, 
59-62. I 

- 
S T A T E :  CbUE / COUNTY4 CODE X 

I 

Ln 

rn 

m 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED PROPERTY:  
. . 

A N 0  COUNTLES F O R  PROPERTIES O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  BOUNDkRLES 

I I 

S T A T E :  C O D E  COUNTY:  

10. GEOGPh3~2Ci.L DATA ----.- ,-- .. ' I  
L A T I  T Y D E  A h 0  LOXGITUOE C O O R D I N A T E 5  L A  T ~ T u D E  A h  D LONG1 T W O €  COOROtNA TES 

OEFLNINC A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  THE P R O P E R T Y  DEFln lNC THE CENTEa P W L N T  GF A P R O P E R T Y  
O F  LE55 T d A N  TEN ACFiES 

- 
r I 

I ;a 

/~ I . - 'FoRv,  P R E P A R E D . ~ Y  - C. 
I N A M E  A N 0  TLTLE: 

C O O €  - S T  A T E :  

S T A K E :  CODE , COUNTY: 

" . -  . 

CODE 1 COUNTY 

C O D E  

- 
LONGITUOE L A l l T U O E  LONG1 TUOC C O R N E R  

D ~ ~ p r o o s  Minuter S m c o n d s  I 
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