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DESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The one and one-half starey mane House is basically ractangular in plan with 
shor t  projecting wings and bays. Architecturally, the house is a modified 
Qwen Anne style with neo-classical de ta i l ing .  There is t ex tu ra l  variety 
t?mugh the use of narrow clapboard s iding,  vertical flush board s i d i n g  and 
both square cut  and scalloped shingles.  

The facade features a gable which extends over a three sided bay. The gable 
end has an air vent over which is ornately carved woodwork set in the  point: 
of the gable end. A w i d e  band of scalloped shingle l i e s  above the three 
spearate windows an the bay. Over each t w o  end wineovs are curved brackets 
meeting at a right angle. A t  the junc tu re  of the brackets is a decorative 
yendant. A large flat-roofed porch spans two-thirds of the facade and wraps 
around the corner t o  the south elevat ion.  The p ~ r c h  features Ionic c a p i t a l  
ccr lms and a r a i l i n g  with turned balusters having square bases and capitals. 
The cornice on the  porch is d e n t i l e d  and undex the  p r c h  roof t h e r e  a re  
three curved glass 6oubLe-hung H-indows. 

O t h e r  exterior featuresof note are t h e  four chimneys, w i t h  c o r b e l l i n g  which 
project from the irregular roof l ine ,  t h e  vertical boards painted  in a eon- 
trasting color at the hsuss, aqd the l u q s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  found an the 
windows. The lines of the house are f u r t h e r  accentuated by horizontal  
basebo3rZs in contrasting color which separate the foundation from the srlding. 

The south fzCade continues the dent i l ed  cornice. The gable on the south 
facade features plain shingles  over an air v e n t  s h i l a r  to the one on t h e  
f r o n t  gable of the facase. A small 2ormer is marked by double windows and 
a gabled roof .  

The north -facade..features a c e n t r a l  three-sided bay covered w i t h  a ga5led 
roof. Thc bay features vertical f lush boards below the vindows. A one s torey 
flat roofed porch I s  marked by t w o  Ionic capital columns and a d e n t i l e d  cornice. 

The paneled main e n t r y  door is d i v i d e d  into s i x  s m a l l ,  panels w i t h  a c lea r  glass 
life in the upper half. The style  QE t h i s  door is repeated in the entry door 
on the north elevation. Two door m o l d i n g  styles found on the interior  doors 
have either entablatures or comerbLocks with molding. In the main ent ry  hz11 
two f ront  parlors and dining  room,the w a l l s  are papered above the wainscotting. 
The cornice and baseboarE3'feature mlc l inq .  Two s e t s  of heavily paneled sliding 
doors lead out of the nor th  parlor to the d i n i n g  room and o n t o  the main entry 
hall. 

1ntexestir.q fireplace mantels are found in the t w o  front par lors .  I n  t h e  n o r t h  
parlor the mantel features  two squared engaged columns with  t h e  mantel shelf  
slightly l c te r  than  t h e  co1m.n capi ta l s .  The ~rrafitel piece is n a r k d  by a single  
bracket centered  beneath the ornately  carved s 'nelf  projection. The mantel  in 
t h e  ~011th parlor is set i n t o  '5 corner of the  r o o m  3n2 features I o n i c  cap iFa l  
columns supporting a decorated molded s h e l f .  A l s o  located in the south  parlor 

I 
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is a circular  bay with three separate windows  which conform to the  shapc of 
the bay. 

Althouqh L i t t l e  irlf ormation is available on t h e  alterations to the hol~se,  
t h e r e  are a few which can be determined. An obvious exterior a l te ra t ion  is 
the enclosure of a porch on the east elevation. The north entry has been 
remodeled and a modernistic iron and ash staircase leading to the partial 
second f loor  was added to replace a f l i g h t  of narrow steep stairs. A door 
in the east wall of the d in ing  room which l e a d  to the north entry has been 
closed in and a fireplace on the same wall removed. 

Still in excellent c o n d i t i o n ,  the house represents adaptation a5 an older 1 
house to modern 1ivinq. The present owner has renovated and t a s t e f u l l y  ! 

redecorated the Deane House, 
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The sign5ficance of theDeaneHous@ lies in the  areas of architecture and 
t ransporta t ion,  The house is a t r a n s i t i o n a l  style conibining elements of I 
Queen Anne and Neo-Classical architecture. It was probably one of the 

I i 
1 

first houses in L i t t l e  Rock to reflect the  t r a n s i t i o n  from Vic to r i an  to : 1 
turn-of-the-century styles. Although the exact date of construction is 
n o t  known, documentory evidence inkicates the house was built in 1888. 

1 
The abstract of the house shows the value increased markedly in t h i s  period, 
thus indicat ing major inprovemerits to the land. The value of the property 
as  indicated on t h e  abstract then depreciated normally thereafter until 

i 
modem land values raised the price. 

i 
! 1 

The prominence of t h e  house is assocfated w i t h  one of the leading f i g u r e s  
in thz railroad, Colonel G.A.A. Deane. 

Gardiner Andrus Armstrong Deane was born in Franklin,  !4assachuseZks, July 21, 
1840. He was educated in t h e  F r a n k l i n  public schools and in 1858 graduated 
from the F r a n k l i n  Academy. 

A t  t h e  outbreak of the Civil War, he enlisted in the  Third Iowa Calvary on 
August 23, 1851,,as a bugler. By 1863 he was promoted to Captain, and on 
Play 9, 1864, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel, camanding the  60th U. S, 
Colored In fan t ry .  During the following year, he served as A.A. Inspector 
Zensral, Distxict of Eastern Arkansas, and was honorably discharged f r o m  the I 

United States forces at Little Rock on October 16, 3865. 

A f t e r  t h e  war, in 1867, Deane married E l i z a  J. Marqeaux at St. Joseph, Missouri 
and the couple moved to Atchison, Ka-sas, where the Colone l  became a farmer 
and horse breeder. During the 1880's Deane was employed as eng inee r  in 
charge af construction by the Union Pacific Railroad, thus beginning the 
association with r a i l road ing  which he pursued t h e  balance of his l i fe .  

I n  December, 1891, Colonel Deane was n a ~ . e d  l z ~ d  commissioner in Arka?sas f o r  
the St. Louis I r o n  Mountain and Southern  Railroad and the L i t t l e  Rock and 
F o r t  Smith  Railway. A t  t h i s  t i r n r i  he moved h i s  family to L i t t l e  Rack. Through 
the many fr iendships 5e had made in railroading hiid the m a n e s  in which he 
conzucted t h e  railroad's business, Deane was elected to the  Board of Directors 
of t h e  I r o n  Mountain on'June 25, 1959,and re t i red  frcn the  Board January 23, 1913. 
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On May 12, 1917, a l l  the railroads, l a n d s  and other  property of the  St. b u i s  
Iron Mountain and Soathem Railroad were sold and deeded to the EIissouri 
Pacific Railroad Company. This transfer, involving thousands of t i t l e s  to 
lands in the c e r t i f i e d  lists and patents under the xai l road grant ,  was solely 
due to the efforts of Colonel Deane. 

Colonel Dean@% stature in t h e  cornunity as well as his prominence ir! the 
ra i l road world provided him with the o p p o r t u n i t y  to meetand e n t e r t a i n  many 
n o t a b l e s  around the  turn-of-the-century. In 1897, he accompanied George D. 
b!eikel john, Assistant Secretary of W a r ,  in zn insepetion of Ft. Raots, and 
afterwards e n t e r t a i n e d  the par ty  w i t h  breakfast in the Deane Horn?, He was 
on the reception cornittee for President Theodore Roosevelt when he visited 
Little Rock in 1904, and assisted in the arrangements for greeting President 
William Howard Taft on the occasion of TaftRs L i t t l e  Rock v i s i t  in 1909. 

Dean retained his job as land commissioner for the railroad u n t i l  his death 
on August 9, 1919, seven days af te r  t h e  death  of his w i f e .  He had one son 
and three daughters. 

'Tne h i s to r i c  Deane House is significant as an example of transitional 
architecture in Little Rock" historic Quizpaw Quarter  District.  In addition, 
Colonel T3eane1s r o l e  as an important railroad executive is illustrated in 
the house as it presents the tastes of a businessman in the early twentieth 
century. 



Arkansas Gazette. August 16, 1914. 
B i g ~ e r 5 ,  Calv in .  Personal interview at Deane House, L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas, . 

May 3 ,  1975. 
L i t t l e  Rack Abstract Company. Pbstract of lbts 3. and.2 in Block 204, O r i g i n a l  

C i t y  of L i t t l e  Rock. 
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