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I Name . 

hlstorfic I k r t h - H e m p f l k g  House 

2. Location 
,- 8 n u m b  507 Main Street N L k  not tor pubtlt.tkn 

city, tom North Little Rock N/A v~cin~iy of 

ntsts Arkansas coda 05 Maski c m  119 m t y  

3. Classification 
- - 

CmtWmW 0wn.rshlp Stat- - dlntrict - pu#le - occupkd 
& buirdlng(s) 2- prlvat. X- unoceupkd 
- strueturm - h t h  w o r k  ln progmr 
- site krbllc AequhRlon A censlbla 
- obilet - In p r o ~ s s  jC - yen: rsstrietmd 

4. Owner of Property 

- government - aekntfle - lndustrlrl - tranlportrtlon - milltay - other: 

nrrm Eugene M. Pfeifer, 111 

M a  nrrmbar 600 Main S t m t  

city, t- North Little k k  - rklnity at stat. Arkansas 

5. Loc In of Legal Description 

mhotbnumbrr Markham E Sprinrr Streets - 

dty,tawn Little Rock st*# Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

m N / A  has this propHty bean dctamlmd el1;gCbk? - yss - na 

data w S a d e r d  n W k  -..ewniy -W -- 



Condftlwl C M t  om Ch=L one 
- srcsllmt - dsbrlorrtsd 2 unaltcnd -X original sits 
- g- - rulns - altered m o v e d  date 
X - lair - unsxposed 

hilt in 1886 in the tm once horn as Argmta by Gem idgrants, the 
. Barth-Hmpfling House is the only surviving residence on Main Street In what 

is now ban as Wrth Lit t le  Rock. A fine example of Victorian wmm~Iar 
architecture, the stnrcture features a porch with ween Anne style jig-sawn 
brackets and decorative triangular trim all supported by Queen h e m t y p e  
turned spindles. Architecturally simple, yet special in its rarity, the 
Barth-Hempfling House represents an important era of deve lopn t  in the 
history of North Little Rock. 

The Barth-Hempflhg House is situated armnng m m r c i a l  buildings, yet maintains 
a fa i r ly  spacious l o t  filled with matuse shrubbery and large handsome trees. 
The one-story, central h a l l ,  side-gabled structure with an ell is clad in 
wood lapped siding and t he  roof, mce cmred in traditional wood shltngles, is 
now sheathed with octagonally-shaped conpsi t ion  shingles. The structure rests 
on a brick foundation. Tne facade is dominated by a small but richly decorated 
fon t  porch supported by four Queen Anne-ifispired t u n e d  posts at the front 
with two engaged posts attaching the prch t o  the structure, Simple square 
railing f r m  the bottom while jig-sawn bmckets d e l l i s h  the posts at the 
tap and decorative triangular trim spans: the posts between brackets. 

Simple cap mldings sit atop windms, each a: two-aver-- pane, double-hung 
sash window except for the side win& which are six-over-six pane. Enhanced 
by a glazed transom, the door is half glass with three d e n  panels below. 

In plan, the structure has a central ha l l  flanked by two rooms on each side, 
Eleven foot ceilings grace the hall and four original rams. I ~ T S  have 
four panels and y s s e s s  prominent casing with corner rosettes. In 1915, the 
s tmmre was modernized by construction of an eZI addition on the northwest 
side which contains a kitchen and bath, A shed addition was added and set in 
the ell, PFne floors remain throughout t h e  original structure and the  addition. 



8, Significance 
. I .  

l m r s  of S i g n W c m e d b c k  a d  justlty b l o w  
-- archeology-p~histodc _ .- community planning -- landscaps rrohit~turs., rrtlglon - archeology-historic -- conse~atlon -- law - scIcn*n 
- agriculture ,, economics ,-, literature - scutpturo 
& architecture - education - mllltary - Social1 
.,- art . engin~ring music humanlMti8n 
. .  commerce -- exploratlonlscttlbmdnt - philosophy - theater - communicrtlons .., Industry - p~liti~~/g~wmmsnt - transportrtlm 

-- invention - other (sptfy) 

Stat-t J Ifgnlflcmncm (in an* pmgnph) 

Though architecturally simpie in style and plan, the Barth-Hempfling House is an 
excellent example of the Victorian vernacular architecture found in the nineteenth 
century on Main Street in North Lit t le Rock. ORce mounded by similar 
vernacular residences, t he  Barth-Hempfling Hause is the only rePnairring structure 
of its type stil l  standing on the cityFs main thomghfare.. A s  the only surviving 
reminder of a great p e r i d  of growth and also of t he  higrants  who spurred the 
development, the Barth-Hempfling House is an historically priceless property, 

The Earth-Hempfling House was buif t in 1886 by the Barth family, who had migrated 
from Baden Baden, Germany and arrived jn New Yurk C i t y  early in the 1880's. A t  
the dock, real estate speculators advised them to settle in Arkansas, After 
living in Lmoke the family finally moved to North Little W, known at that 
time as Argenta, where they f m d  anployment at a butcher shop and later with the 
railmad. ,, . - t :  , n . . .  

The Victorim vemcular architectme of the Bad-Hempfling Hause combines a 
simple floor plan with ornately detailed prches and facades. The praninence of 
this vernacular coincided with the advent of the railmad. Transportation of 
heavy woochorking machinery to local trade centers made Victorian detailing 
hexpensive and accessible to the middle class. The synrmetrical Victoriaq 
cottages became very m a r  with the working higrant  families who settled along 
Majn Street .  

The B a d - H e m p f  ling House is import& as it is the only w i v i n g  house of its 
type along a street once lin& wit!\ m y .  Vain Street is st i l l  t he  city's main 
thomughfm and a f e w  cmrc ia l  buildings from the 1890's still stand, but the 
house constructed by the Barths is the only residential structure from the period 
s t i l l  intact. 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Rrc wmhmtbd slgnifkmrm! Ot thld p r o m  wtthln the stata k: 
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Barth-Hmpflfng House 

?iorth L i  t t l e  Rock, Pulaski Co. , Arkansas 

Photographed by Don Brown, 1986 

' iegativer on f i l e  a t  AHPP 

Front porch de ta i  1 
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