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Since i t s  construction in the late 182Q1s, Estevan Hall 
h a s  undergone extensive alterations, Avai lab le  evidence 
suggests that t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  recti.linear in 
shape with a long veranda on the front and rear. Hand 
hewn beams and timbers with wooden pegged joinery w e r e  
used. 

The house was b u i l t  on a sloping h i l l  s i te;  consequently, 
a r e t a i n i n g  wall of brick w a s  used. The house rests on 
a one storey brick enclosed basement. In an excel-lent 
adaptat ion of the s i te ,  the house was b u i l t  over a natural 
s p r i n g  w h i c h  permitted use of an eas i ly  accessible water 
supply and a cool s t o r a g e  v a u l t  in t h e  basement. 

The present structure is an eclectic mixture of many 
archi tec tura l  features- w i t h  no prevalent  architectural 
s t y l e .  A t  best a t9southern c o l o n i a l l ~  descr ip t ion  could 
be used, i n d i c a t i n g  a r a i s e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  long l o w  
sweeping veranda to shade khe house and perm5t outdoor 
l i v i n g  during the hot, humid summers. 

One senses a New Orleans French in f luence . ,  in the multi- 
l i g h t  arched windows of near ly  f loor  to ce i l ing  h e i g h t  
which pierce t h e  f r o n t  elevation at symmetrical i n t e r -  
vals .  Especially noteworthy features i n c l u d e  a large 
Venetian doorway at t h e  head of t h e  long flight of 
stairs r i s i n g  to t h e  veranda,and hooded dormers w i t h  
massive boxed cornices. One dormer contains a Venetian 
window which i s  c e n t e r e d  on the f r o n t  entry. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Estevan Hall bears l i t t l e  resemblance to 
t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  w i t h  the exception of boxed beam c e i l i n g s  
r e m i n i s c e n t  of pioneer c o n s t r u c t i o n  t echn iques .  A paneled 
wainscot is used throughout w i t h  decorative wal lpaper  of 
geometric design or pastoral scenes of Grecian ru ins.  A 
boxed cornice continuous about each room is an unusual 
feature. A thin band decorat.ed w i t h  anthemions is con- 
t i n u o u s  w i t h  t h e  boxed cornice of one room. 

A vast open lawn graces t h e  approach to Estevan Hall and 
compliments i t s  southern c o l o n i a l  mansion image. 

I n t e r i o r  alterations took place in 
owner moved into Estevan H a l l  as a 
8, page 3 1. In 1953 the' f r o n t  to the 
carpor t  on the n o r t h  side of the ho 
ornate  iron r a i l i n g  which was 
with a railing of similar 
anda was removed some t i m e  
separate kitchen was 
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Estevan Hall, probably the oldes t  structure in P h i l l i p s  
County, is a home whose h i s t o r y  is i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  a 
s ingle  family. Since i t s  construction in t h e  1 8 2 0 ' ~ ~  
Estevan Hall has continually been owned and occupied by 
a member of the Hanks family. The present owner is a 
great-great-granddaughter of Fleetwood Hanks, t h e  o r i g i n a l  
owner of Estevan Hall, 

Among the early settlers of Helena w e r e  t h e  three  Hanks 
brothers ,  Fleetwood, James and M i l l i n d e r .  On July 25, 
1 8 2 7 ,  Fleetwood and Millinder Hulks bought a ten acre 
tract on which Estevan Hall now stands. T h e i r  $100,00 
purchase price gave them an excellent loca t ion  on which 
to bui ld  a home. The H a n k s  Homestead w a s  on the outskirts 
of e a r l y  Helena, but it was also a farm homestead. Though 
the Helena of Fleetwood Hanksr day was often flooded by 
t h e  overflowing Hississippi River, the Hanks home w a s  
located on a very high ridge, and therefore safe f r o m  
inundat ion.  

The  t w o  Hanks brothers owned the homestead jointly until 
1834, when M i l l i n d e r  deeded to Fleetwood one-half of t h e  
t ract  "where F. Hanks now resides. l T  The partnership of 
t h e  t w o  brothers continued d x l n g  t h e i r - j o i n t  operation 
of a mercantile store in Helena. M i l l i n d e r  Hankst dea th  
ended t h i s  association. 

~leetwood H a n k s  was active in county, territorial and 
s t a t e  government, From 1830-32 he served as Sheriff 
of Phillips County. In Arkansas p o l i t i c s  he was an 
elected rnerrher of the C o u n c i l  of the Sixth  T e r r i t o r i a l  
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The H a n k s  Homestead has  probably been held'by one family 
longer than any other structural p r o p e r t y  in Arkansas.. For ' 

almost 150 y e a r s  it has witnessed the d a i l y  events, both 
l a r g e  and small, in t h e  lives of the Hanks family and t h e i r  

Though the in te r io r  of Estevan Hall has been. greatly al- 
tered, the-exterior l ines have re ta ined t h e i r  present 
appearance during m o s t  of t h e  last century.. Fleetwood 
Hanksv original house was probably not  as imposing as is 
the house today; however, f r o m  Judge Hanks' diaries comes 
evidence that Estevan H a l l ,  -has continually housed t h e  Hanks 
f a m i l y  since i t s  la te  1820's c o n s t r u c t i o n .  In what must 

The Hanks House is architecturally 

the H a n k s  House seems to have been 
New Orleans French style prevalent  



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
S T A T E  1 

Arkansas 
COUNTY .. . 

In later diaries Judge Hanks made o t h e r  references to his 
house .  On August  7, $896, he w r o t e :  "1 have often hea rd  
m y  father say frequently h o w  that in 1826 when he was build- 
Lng t h i s  house, there was no r a i n  f r o m  April till O c t ~ b e r . ~ ~  
Though t h i s  construction date preceeds the l and  acquisition, 
both dates are in harmony with t h e  l a t e  1820's o r i g i n  of 
the Hanks House. 

During the summer and fall of 1873 Judge Hanks noted  repairs  
and some modernizations to the house. In J u l y  of 1884 fire 
struck Estevan Hall fo r  the Z i r s t  t i m e ,  Fortunately t h e  
fire w a s  confied to t h e  kitchen,  w h i c h  was connected to t h e  
main house only by a passageway, 

A f t e r  Judge H a n k s  d i e d  in 1909 t h e  ownership sf the house 
passed to h i s  adopted son, Harry Stephens. Orphaned after 
h i s  English,parents emigrated to the U n i t e d  Sta tes ,  Stephens 
married Judge Hanks ' great-niece , Johnnie  Porter,  who was 
descended f r o m  Fleetwood Hanks through h i s  daughter Anne. 
With this marriage, another Hanks returned to Estevan Hz11. 

As a new bride M r s .  Stephens m a d e  extensive changes to the 
i n t e r i o r  of the Hanks House, Her 1919 remodeling included 
r e r o o f i n g ,  moving the k i t c h e n  into a rear bedroom, changing 
interior wall p o s i t i o n s  and c e i l i n g  heights, and removing 
t h e  outbuildings at the rea r  of the  house. Except  for minor 
repairs and upkeep, Mrs. Stephens made no changes on the 
exter ior  of the house. 

The name $lEstevan HalllWas- given to t h e  H a n k s  Homestead 
when Mrs. Stephens moved into her great-grandfather's home. 
With a Spanish f l avor ,  Estevan Hall was named by Mrs. 
Stephens to honor h e r  new husband, Harry, 

B e s i d e s  h o s t i n g  H a n k s  family weddings ,  Estevan Hall also 
was t h e  scene of the  marriage of Helen Kellar % grand- 
parents, Charles M. Adams, la ter  t h e  law par tner  of Judge 
Hanks,and Lucy Hzlen E v e r e t t  w e r e  m x r i e d  at Estevan Hall 
on September 29, 1845, 
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Assembly, the  .House of Representatives of the Seventh 
T e r r i t o r i a l  General  Assembly, and t h e  House of Represent- 

I atives in t h e  T h i r d  General Assembly. 

In June, 1827, Fleetwood Hanks married Frances Sanford, 
the daughter 05 another  ear ly  Helena family. The Hanks- 
Sanford family t ie& were'further cemented when John, 
Francesv brother, joined Fleetwood H a n k s  in t h e  mercantile 
business af te r  Millinder Hanks * death, 

James Mi l l inde r  Hanks (1833-1909 1 was Fleetwood Hanks * 
youngest son. A f t e r  attending college in ~ n d i a n a  and 
Tennessee, James M. Hanks was graduated from t h e  law 
col lege of the Unive~sity of muisville in 1855, The next 
year he was a member  of Helena's first c i t y  coUncil, and 
soon after began a law practice in Helena w i t h  C h a r l e s  W, 
Adams. Following t h e  Civil War James M. H a n k s  was made 
judge of the ~ i r s t  ~udicial nis t r ic t  of Arkansas- In 1872 
he was elected as a Democrat to t h e  House of Representatives 
in t h e  42nd Congress, Judge Hanks le f t  t h e  Democratic Party 
in 1873 to become a member of the Grange, The organiza- 
t i o n a l  meeting of the Grange in Arkansas was he ld  in Helena 
on June 18, 1873, where Judge Hanks was elected to a minor 
pos i t i on  in t h e  Pa r ty ,  

F r o m  1865 until his death in 1909, Judge H a n k s  kept a de- 
t a i l e d  diary, Each  year 9 sentry is recorded in one vo lume ,  
and t h e  complete 45 volume set s t i l l  remains at Estevan 
Hall. These diaries give a f a c t u a l  and picturesque account 
of 19th century l i fe  in eastern Arkansas, and provide a 

I I h i q u e  source of information to t h e  researcher. I 
Judge Hanks made several references to his home during t h e  
course 05 h i s  writings, Throughout 1865 he o f t e n  mentioned 
efforts by t h e  Hanks family to recover t h e i r  home from 
Union forces which had occupiedthe  house during t h e  Civil 
War. By ear ly  1866 the  Hanks f ami ly  was back in t h e i r  home 
and receiving promises f r o m  Dr. Smi th ,  a Union medical 
of f ice r ,  that damages to the house r-sould be l i s t e d  in his 
official r epo r t .  Many believe E s t e v a n  Hall was u s e d  as a 
h o s p i t a l  f o r  wounded Unlon troops during the federal occu- 
pa t ion  of Helena. 






