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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Oakland Farm, construction in 3886, is a one-and-one-half storey structure of 
woad construction.  The house is constructed of cwress. The cypress on t h e  . 
exterior walls is of such good qual i ty  that it has required painting only 
three times since t he  house w a s  b u i l t .  

The house is a T-shaped s t r u c t u r e  wi th  one-storey wings on e i t h e r  side a d  a 
one-storey addition on the rear. The main section of the house has a salt- 
box roof. Three pedimented dormers project from the  roof above the veranda; 
one 2omer is located on each side of the rear wing.  These dormers feature 
double-hung, six-over-six-lite windows. The darners were added duxing the 
remodeling of the house in 1937-38. 

k wide one-storey vewada spans the width of the facade. This veranda is sup- 
ported by four square Doric-capital columns. Two paneled entry doors are 
spaced between three windows an the facade. Windows are trimzed in a very 
simple s t y l e  and flanked by shutters. 

The interior features large rooms. Each of the original rooms has a mantel; 
the mantels vary in design. Basica l ly ,  the i n t e r io r  con t inues  t he  siwe 
refinement of the exterior. 

In 3937-38 Oakland Pam was restored and remodeled. Dur ing  this restoration 
t h e  kitchen (located in the wing on the east) was r e b u i l t .  A wing on the 
west elevat ion was added to mtch the east  wing. A small  back porch and sun- 
room w e r e  added to the north elevation. During t h i s  remodeling, the a t t i c  
was converted into three bedrooms and a hallway. The or iginal  fourteen-foat 
c e i l i n g s  w e r e  lcwered at this time. The original foundation,  consisting of 
large rocks, was renoved, and a basement of the  same size as the o r i g i n a l  
portion of the house was installed. The basement functions as a play-room. 
It is paneled in q p w e s s  saved from t h e  period when the saw mill operated at 
Oaklznd Farm. 

Oakland Farm rests upon a beautifully landscaped piece of ground. Close to 
the house remain the office, a smoke-house, a milk-house, a kitchen and 
'"ate's Barn'Vadded to the National Register, 11-9-72), Tne s e t t i n g  is 
extraordinar i ly  picturesque and well-suited to a structure which so assuredly 
represents the history of Ouachita County. 
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settlca on t h e  bluff at the confluence of the Little Missouri and Ouachita 
Rivers, a site known since then as "Tate's B l u f f . "  

In 1829 John T a t e ,  Captain Tate 's  nephew, arrived at T a t e k  B l u f f .  John 
se t t l ed  h i s  family on a large farm in D a l l a s  C o u n t y  across from Tate's Bluff .  

Alfred Arnold Tate, one of John's sans, and Alfred's w i z e ,  Amanda Shaddock 
Tate, also settled in Dallas County. In 1858 Alfred died,  leaving h i s  wife 
with three chi ldren.  During the Civil War Amanda Tate married John W. Peebles, 
whom she had hired as overseer of her farm. In 1864 the Peebles family were 
forced to abandon the farm because it was situated between the Federal Arrmy 
at L i t t l e  Rock and the Confederate Army at Camden, thus being cont inual ly  
subject to raids. The family moved near Magnolia in Columbia County. T n  
1858 t h e  Peebles moved to OuacKta C o u n t y ;  they bought a large farm &out 
four m i l e s  from Camden. The house which already stood on t he  farm had been 
b u i l t  in 1851. The family lived here until John Peebles died in 1886. U2on 
her husband's death, Amanda Peebles divided t h e  farm and gave the house to her 
daughte r  and son-in-law, Amanda and her son, W i l l i a m  Frank, b u i l t  a new house 
for themselves in 1886. The house came to be known as the Tate House or 
Oakland Farm. 

Willim Frank Pate had been born in Dallas County, Arkafisas, in 1856- He 
f inished school in Camden and,  after teaching in local schools for a period, 
attended Eomer Callege in Honer, Louisiana. He married Mary Scoggin, who 
died shor t ly  after the birth of the i r  f o u r t h  child.  William Frank Take was 
a resident of Ouaehi ta  County f o r  more t h a n  fifty years prior to h i s  death 
in 1928. He was active in secu r ing  enactment of the law which provided for 
the four agricultural colleges in t he  state, Tate was a member of  the board 
of directors o f  t he  Third District AgriculturaLSchoolatr Magnolia when it was 
erected and was vice-president: of t h i s  board for the first eleven years of 
its existence. He was connected w i t h  t h e  building of the  Missouri Pacific 
Tai l road from Camden to El Dorado. Tate  was O u a c h i t a  County Judge, 191.7-20. 
He served as president of t h e  baardof'directorsof Fairview School, whose 
establishment was due to the  T a t e  family. 

Vlalter F. Tate, one of William Frank T a t e ' s  four childrec, was born at Oakland 
Farm in 1889. He attended t h e  University nf Califorcia and graduated from 
Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas .  Upon h i s  marriage in 1938 to bliss Ruth  
Gann, Oakland Fa lm was restored. Walter Tate, fol lowing in the footsteps of 
his f a m i l y ,  was a valuable citizen in Ouachita County. Mov-g h i s  honors were 
t h e  presidency of the  Fairview School Board and the presidency of Axkansas 
Truck Growers As3ociation. Walter Tate kept the farm in c u l L i v a t i o n  u n t i l  
World War 11, when, due to 2 labor shortage, he was forced to p l a n t  the entire 
farm in p i n e  t r e e s .  Walter Tate died in 1960. 
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Oakland Farm, or "the Tate House," rests on ninety-six acres, which include 
elaborately landscaped gardens, heavily wooded areas, a grove of over one 
hundred pecan trees, a frui t  orchard, a l a r g e  pasture and three catfish 
ponds, Situated near t h e  house is Tate's Barn (added to the N a t i o n a l  Register 
of Historic Places, 11-9-72). A sawmill operated for many years  on the prop- 
erty. The land once supported a tree farm and, as such, was an important 
f i n a n c i a l  asset to the area. The historical significance of Oakland Farm 
l i e s  mainly in it's representation of the Tate family, who were among t he  
earliest settlers in Arkansas and w e r e  t h e  first set5lers of Q ~ a c h i t a  County. 
Since their settlement in Ouachita County in 1819, the Tate f a n i l y  has been 
313 important factor in many aspects of that comty's history. 

Captain Dick Tate earned his title as captab in the War of 1812. He led a 
company of Ten~essee riflenen f r o m  the'vicinity of present-day Nashville, 
Tennessee, to New Orleans, where they took par t  in the Battle of New Orleans 
mder the command of General Andrew Jackson. 

In 1816 Captain Tate s e t  out from North Carolina in a search for gold. He 
was accompanied by a young slave named Abe. Abe had been given to Captain 
Tate in payment of a d e b t -  

The Tate family came from Mecklenburg County in North Carolina; t h i s  was 
near the location of a Korth Carolina gold mine. Proximity to a working 
gold mine gave Captain Tate a knowledge of its operation which he f e l t  
would enable him to s u z c e s s f u l l y  seek gold. During the t h e  he had been in 
Mew O s l e w s ,  Captain Tate had heard a great deal about the country known as 
the "Ouackitas" located in the newly acquired Wuisiana Purchase. Such 
stories had been related by French trappers, who had traveled along the  
rivers in the area. 

Ta te  traveled as Ear as t h e  western part of Arkansas Territory, where he 
discovered w h a t  he thought  was a gold mine. Shortly after  this discovery 
he became involved in a quarrel. with X~dians in the  territary and was forced 
to leave. Ee then went e a s t  to Yencessee, where most of the Tate family 
then l i ved .  Captain Tate began b u i l d i n g  keelboats to bring h i s  f a ~ i l y  to 
the new territory, where h i s  imagined gold m i n e  awaited him. Tate's t w o  
bmLkers, George aad kderson ,  s e t  out w i t h  th: c a ~ t a i n  and his family. 
By Marc:?, 1619, the boats had rezched a point on the m a c h i t a  River approx- 
imately twenty  miles sou th  of the  present site of Canclen. The Tates 
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Oakland Farm is maintained as a tree farm by Mrs. Walter Tate, Director of 
the Arkansas Bicentennial Celebration. Mrs. Tate is actively involved in 
preserving the historical heritage of Ouachita County. Ddk1ar.d Fsrm rests 
on beautifully landscaped grounds as one of the  most important h i s t o r i c  
landmarks in Ouachita County. 


