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The Powell-Godwin-May House is a two-storey frame 
house, w i t h  unevenly  spaced bays across t h e  front, 
It has a gable  roof. The porch roof is a gable ex- 
tended from t h e  main roof and ends in a Classic Revival  
pediment. T h i s  por t ico  is supported by four round, slender 
f l u t e d  columns and pilasters. There is a gal lery  on 
both t h e  f i rs t  and second f l oo r s .  Both of t h e  galleries 
are accessible f r o m  the house. There is an ornamental 
i r on  r a i l i n g  between columns on both porches. 

The foundation of the  building is of handmade b r i c k ,  
with frame and s i d i n g  of cypress. The iron g r i l l  work 
is reputed to have been installed at, or near ,  t h e  w 
o r i g i n a l  construction date. In the downstairs rooms 
t h e  molding t r i m  has been refinished to t h e  n a t u r a l  wood. m 

Door hinges on exterior and i n t e r i o r  doors are o r i g i n a l ,  m 
but some of' the doorknobs and plates have been replaced - 
over the y e a r s .  The walls are the o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  over 
s p l i t  lath w i t h  only minor r epa i r s  having been made. z 

I 

Fireplace mantels are o r i g i n a l ,  as are a l l  of the door w 

and window moldings. The molding around doors and windows -I 
in some rooms is ten inches in width. A decorative ;10 

p l a s t e r m e d a l l i o n i n t h e e n t r a n c e h a l l w a s r e p u t e d l y m a d e  
by  i t i n e r a n t  I t a l i an  plasterers,  although it is im- 
poss ib le  to confi rm the  accuracy of t h i s  s t a t emen t ,  or n 
to pin-po in t  t h e  date. The newel pest,' spindles and 4 
the r a i l  of the c i rcu lar  staircase are made of cherry,  - I 

and the f l o o r s  are of oak. 6 
x 

 he main entrance on the first floor is a large ~ C E  
single entry door w i ' t h  rectangular sidelights and tran- 
$om. The door is void of any trim such as p i l a s t e r s  or 1 
en tab la tu re .  There are shutters attached. 1 

1 
The access to t h e  second f loor  g a l l e r y  is a ~ i n g l e  

e n t r y  door w i t h  rectangul:$r sidelights and txansom. 
The door is a glass  panel type, three lights wide by 
f i v e  lights high. T h i s  dobr has neither p i l a s t e r s  or 
entablature and is wi thou t  s h u t t e r s ,  

Tne windows are double-hung sashes with six lights 
per sash. All of the windows are o r i g i n a l  except  for 
a few which have been replaced with copies of t h e  
originals. The panes of the originals are of, handmade 
glass. The shutters, and shutter hardware, are copies 
of the originals.  
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I . The d r i g i n a l  roof ,would have been of cypress s h i n g l e ; ,  
and the ornamental iron r a i l i n g  may be a post C i v i l  W a r  , . 
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The Powell-Godwin-May House was intended to be 
innovative, but t h e  only noteworthy innovation which 
now survives is t h e  fact t h a t  it was a p p a r e n t l y  one 
of the f i r s t  houses to be painted with the, then new, 
v%steamboat p a i n t w .  

The Powell-Godwin-May House was built a b o u t  1859. 
by Benjamin T. Powell, 

Architecturally, it d i s p l a y s  the characteristics 
of the-design and construction in vogue in Arkansas 
among t h e  prosperous p l a n t a t i o n  owners. Perhaps even 
more s i g n i f i c a n t  is t h e  fact t h a t  it is a representative 
type of the town houses which were being built, by those 
persons whose: .wm.l.th..was derived from the growing and 
selling of co t ton .  

The town of Camden w a s  v i r tua l ly  created by cotton. 
Tt w a s  the head of nav iga t ion  on the Ouachi ta  River 
and w a s  in t h e  heart of an area ideally s u i t e d  for 
growing cotton. I ts  growth co inc ided  w i t h  t h e  cotton 
boom, In 1843-1844 Camden was s t i l l  a small river 
village, but by the 1850's elaborate homes like the 
Powell-Godwin-May House were being built , and d u r i n g  
t h e  shipping time, cotton bales lined a l l  the streets 
leading to the  w h a r f .  By 1860, Camden w a s  the greatest 
cot ton m a r t  i n  southern Arkansas. The Powell -Godwin- 
May House survives as one example of the architecture 
developed in Arkansas during t h i s  per iod.  

When the Civil W a r  started the house was  occupied 
but still incomplete. In the s p r i n g  of 1861 Benjamin 
Powellrs eldest son, John Powell, joined the Confederate 
Army and went to war, While serv ing  in the East he 
sen t  home some young cedar trees from Acquia Creek, 
where h i s  u n i t  was encamped. These cedar trees still 
grow in the  yard of the home., but John Powell w a s  
killed at t h e  Battle of Chickamauga and never r e tu rned  








