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The Clarendon Hethodlst-Episcopal C h u r c h  South w a s  d e s i g n e d  ~n 1 9 1 2  by J o h n  
Galsford of Memphls .  Gaksford s p e c i a l i z e d  t n b u l l d r  ng c h u r c h e s  for t h e  
Methodist - Episcopal C h u r c h  S o u t h  f r o m  1905-1918 i n  d i f f e r e n t  pasts of t h e  
s o u t h .  Most of h i s  b u l l d r n g s  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  t h e  same Classleal R e v i v a l  s t y l e  
u s e d  i n  t h e  C l a r e n d o n  Church. T h e  l a r s e  b r l c k  s t r u c t u r e  features a prominent 
two-story  sanctuary mass s u r r o u n d e d  b y  o n e - s t o r y  classraorn spaces. T h e  l a r g e  
s a n c t u a r y  mass has a clay trle rooT of four l n t e r s e c t ~ n g  gables, u p o n  w h a c h  
rests a l a r g e  dome whlch is crowned w l t h  a d e c o r a t i v e  s p l r e .  The b u l l d l n g ' s  
maln e n t r y  1s at t h e  east gable and features an e l a b o r a t e l y  d e c o r a t r v e  C o r m  
supported by t w o  large I o n l c  c o l u m n s  which rest upon a flight of s t e p s .  T h e  
g a b l e d  form's  p e d l m e n t  a r e a  h a s  a l a r g e  semi-circular s t a i n e d  g l a s s  v ~ n d o w  
w l t h  decorative c o n c r e t e  m o u l d i n S s  a t  t h e  eave  p o i n t .  The  l a n d l n g  a t  the top 
of t h e  steps i s  decorative t e r r a z z o .  T h e  double wood e n t r y  doors  h a v e  s t a l n e d  
glass panels w ~ t h  s t a l n e d  glass s ~ d e  l r g h t s .  The north, south, and west walls 
a l l  c o n t a l n  t h r e e  b a y s ,  a c e n t r a l  t w o - s t o r y  gabled mass f l a n k e d  by o n e - s t o r y  
m a s s e s .  

S T A T E M E N T  OF S I G N 1  Ff C A N C E  

T h e  1 9 1 2  Clarendon Methodist-Episcopal C h u r c h  S o u t h  1 s  one of t h e  most  
l r n p r c s s l v e  structures and one of t h e  o l d e s t  c h u r c h e s  LEI  t h e  town. The 
Clarendon Methodist Church  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  7 8 4 5  at S h a d y  Grove Campground two  
m k l e s  e a s t  of CLarendon. T h e y  moved l n t o  town d u r i n g  the 1850's, a n d  h e l d  
s e r v i c e s  at v a r l w u s  locations. T h e ~ r  first b u l l d l n g  ~n C l a r e n d o n  was built on 
Second S t r e e t  ~n 1885, T h l s  building b u r n e d  l n  7 9 1 7 ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  lot was 
p u r c h a s e d  on Thlrd S t r e e t  from Parker C. Ewan i n  1 9 1 2 .  The p r e s e n t  c h u r c h  was 
completed l a t e r  i n  I 9 1 2  u s l n q  two l o c a l  contractors named Graham and B a y l e s .  
The a r c h i t e c t  was J o h n  Garsford from Memphis .  Gaisford was a n  E n g l a s h  
i m m i g r a n t  who arrived i n  A m e r i c a  in 7901, and worked o u t  of Memphis from 1905 
until h i s  death I n  1910. 1 9 ,  G a l s f c r d  p u b l i s h e d  a book Tor t h e  M e t h -  
odlst - Episcopal C h u r c h  South entitled HQW to _ _ B u ~ ~ ~ - ~ h g - ~ h 5 ! r ~ b .  I n  t h e  boak, 
G a i s f o r d  emphasized t h e  C l a s s ~ c a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e ,  He used t h l s  same s t y l e  t o  
d e s l g n  Hethod i s t  Churches t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Saukh, as w e l l  as t h e  F f l s s ~ s s l p p i  
C o u n t y  Courthouse r n  Osceola, Arkansas  i n  1 9 7 2 .  T h e  l n t e r i o r  of t h e  c h u r c h  
was damaged I n  t h e  1 9 2 4  flood, b u t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  remains Intact and l a r g e l y  
unaltered. 
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