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DESCRIBE SHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL I1F KNOWN: PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
O r r  School in Texarkana, Arkansas, is a rectahgularshaped building sheathed 
in white shiplap. The r ec t any la r  b u i l d i n g  is divided by a long central 
h a l l .  Tha bui ld ing  is topped w i t h  a hip roof suppozted by exposed rafters. 

The facade features -an arched entry w i t h  double doors .  A decorative recessed, 
fan-shaped transom is located over the doors. A n  overhang sqporked by 
brackets serves as an en t ry  cover. Centered &ovs the  en t ry ,  a dormer with 
hip roof extends f r o m  the roof of t h e  building. T h i s  d o m r  features two 
louvekd air vents. 

The no&~es t  m d  southeast elevations of t h e  building feature two sepakzke. 
sets of f ive  double-huiig wi~dotrs with nine  Lites in each sash. To the 
sorlthwest of these sets  of vir.dows on each elevakion is a sat of fiv2 
double-hung windaws identical to the sets tnward the facade on each elevation. 

According to city records, O r r  School. was ca~s t rcc ted  c. 3880 as a em-storey 
structure. In 1920 the second storey was re~oved and a2ditions made onto 
t h 2  .rear elevation (beghning w i t h  t he  small sets of win6ovsl and thz  hip 
roof co~structed to cover the  enlarged s t r u c t u r e .  The C i t y  Federati03 of 
Tgocen% C l u b s  purchased the bui l d i n g  fmv, t h e  Texarkma (Arkansas) School 
S ~ t s t 2 g  ir, =cct:ktr, 1959, at a czst of $Q,C33. At: t h i z  20iilt, money -.;as 
~ 5 t a L > e S  f ion tile MoAol Cities Irog;-ay by. khe !.i3zenJ s C I h ,  and  the btii2Zrig 
was painted, central heat hstal led,  s ~ z e  of the in ter ior  paneled 2nd n e w  
f r o n t  ar.3 rsar doors added. 4 

I 

&Spite t h e  alterations, O r r  School is an important historical s t ruc ture .  
In excelle?t condition and on its original  s i te ,  O r r  School is representative 
of mGch '5lack history; . 

1 - - 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tne Orr School in Texarkana, Arkanszs, is a s ignif icant  historical structure 
in i t s  association w i t h  composer Scott Jop l in ,  w h o  is universally accepted 
as the "Tather of Fagtime I~csic." Joplin was one of the most i n f l u e n t i a l  
person3 in the fornation of twentieth czntury American music. J o p l i n  
attended Orr School and fomulated many of his ideas t h a e .  Constructed 
e, 1880, Orr School is the only building still standing w s c h  can  53.. direcely 
associa-d w i t h  Joplin in his horns tokm of Texarkana. Also, as a former 
black school, the building is a s i g ~ i f i c l n t  representative of m i n o r i t y  history. 

Scott Joplin was born on Nov2r&sr 2 4 ,  1868, in Texarkana, Texas. His parznks 
were an ex-slave, G i l e s  Joplln a£ North Carolina, an8  Florence G i v s n s  Joplin, 

- 
?. ?free f..rDr?- frcrn I;z~tl:.z\y. ~ s ~ i i n  r.cz5 a S S T ~ O U S  222 i n t a n s ~ l y  rrx~i-c:11 
child who played the guitar and hugle;  he kook music lessons from a l oca l  
G e m  music teachor. He was encouraged to play h i s  w h i t e  neighbors' pia9os 
1:fiile h i s  mother did t h e i r  lamcry. PTnen he was in his teens, Joplin 
struck o u t  on his  own, t ak ing  t h e  only career available to a black musician 
in t he  Xississippi Valley region during the 389D's -- zn i t e n e r a n t  p ianis t  
enter ta ining the clientele at poo l  h a l l s ,  s a l o o n s ,  bor2ellos, benderloins, 
medicine shows and vaudeville tent shows. 

These places w e r e  undouStedly a rough "music conservatory" for a teenager, 
but one of vitality. SurromZed by the musical  pulses and melodies Joplin 
began to absorb and def ine  his own personal rag s t y l e .  There was no "art" 
to rag music when Yoplin f o n d  the basic elements  in h i s  youth. His s t y l a  
car;lbkad black rythiic patterns to w h i t e  honky-tonk tunes. A h-hike boy of 
his t a l e n t s  would have been sent to Germany to s tudy ,  b ~ t  because of his 
poverty and race, Joplin was iastead t h r u s t  into h i s  "hard-living folk- 
conservatory of music. " 

In the 1 8 S O r s  Jop l in  began to c e n t e r  his life around St. Louis and Sedi?Lia, 
EIFssouri. In 1899 music publisher John Stark heard Joplin play the piano 
and bought the piece of music an the spot  for f i f t y  dollars.  This piece,  
Tne KapLc Leaf 2ag, becane t h e  f i x s t  great  instrumental  sheet music h i t  in 
k. ; r ica  (a nillion copies had b e e n  sold by 130A) .  

The roya l t ies  f r o m  this f r e e d  Juplin from f h a n c i a l  problems, allowing him 
to spend a l l  h i s  t i lna,  t e a c h i n g  and c a q o s i n g .  In 1937 hz moved to Aew York, 
mzk and married h i s  second wife 2nd began working on Treemnisha. E;r;en 

though none 0 5  Jo;?lin 's farmus works were writ ten in Texarkana, h e  never 
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forgot .&out his early musical heritage. The scene of Treemonisha was in t 

the Fed River Valley and t h e  dense forest areas of eastern Texas an2 v r e s t e r n  
Arkansas., The opera was published in 3911. By th5s tire the ragtime craze 
and  interest in Joplin's music %as on t h e  wane. Jo?lin became obsessed with 
pro3ucing the opera and ~oured his o m  finances ink0 an i n f o m l ,  &?staged 
pro5uction which wzs a failure. 
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- Llop12n, defeated by ths failure of his cherished opera, began ta s u f f e r  
from a serious n a t a l  depression and was comit ted  to 3anhat tan  Stato 
Hospital in the a u t m  of 1316, where  he d i e d  t h e  5ollowing April. 

FOR M?S USE ONLY . 

RECEIVED 

"%?at is scurrilously called ragt iT.2  is an invention that is hare to stay," 
w r o t e  Scott JopLin in 1908 in the introduction to his S c h ~ o Z  of Ragtine, 
a book of s i x  piano exercises designed to teach amateur  rag playzrs how 
t3 a=k1e;1-2 t3:t ' ' ~ l i r ?  ~ - t 4  ic ~ ~ i : i ~ ~ ? . i i : q  ef ~ F C  k. i i l t ~ 7 - 3  5~ the C C T . > ~ ~ ? Y .  " 

E~;\~evez z~stiri~s F l o u r i s h ~ d  Setv?e?- 1895 2i13 1315 drrd :.:AS tha? r ~ ~ 2 ~ 2 ~ 1 1  by 
=okher f3rm of music called "jazz. " 

C '  
L. 

Jopl Tn ' s conplete catalog-J= of p S l i s h e d  piano works inc ludzs  for ty-fovr  
origicel  ~ i e c e s .  E i s  music  has been zrranged for the harpsichord,  organ, 
v j o l i n ,  3rchestra and even the Koog synthesizer. The aeadeny-award-idinning I 

move, "In- Sting," introduced millions to ragtire by using a soundtrack 
score k-sed entirely on Joplin's m u s i c .  H i s  epara, T ~ e e m n j s h a ,  h a s  
r e c e n t l y  heen produced on Broad;cay. ! 

Joplin's m u s i c a l  genius  is an accepted fac t  in the h i s to ry  of Merican 
music, He represents sore of t h e  r o s t  reverred idea ls  of t h i s  country. 1 

Ee was born  i3 poverty, and g r e w  up in an environmsnt  w h e r e  he was t rea ted  
as a second-class h u ~ a n  being. Y e t  JopLin achieved an originality in 
k ~ ~ e r i c a n  music which is q u i t e  w i q u e .  TI-e O r r  Schcol, a? the only s t a n d i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  associated w i t h  Jopl in  in h i s  home town, stands today as a reminder 
of the conposer. The community takes great price i n  t h e  fact that ZapZin 
o r i g i n a t e d  there and is deternin~d to see that he is given worthy recog? i t ion .  
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Eighty-nine-year-old George t.!osLey of Texarkzna recalls the Texarkana I 

of his youth quite vividly.  He attended Orr School w i t h  Joplin. 
I I 

Mosley remembers the school when it was a two-storey structure and 
offered "priner" (first through nin th  grade) education. Mosley g r e w  I 
up in the same Laurel Street neigbborhaod as Joplin and a t t ended  the  . I 
sane church and school, To !-losley, Joplin and other residents of 
the Laurel Street area, the neighborhood was their w o r l d ,  O r r  School 
a cen te r  of t h e  children's life. 

I 
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