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3 DESCRIPTION m 

COhlDlTlOlY CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I 
I 

---- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 

Portia High School is a two story  brick s t ruc tu r e  facing north.  The front of the 
building has five bays with each of the s ide  bays stepping back f r o m  the entrance bay. 
This makes the building almst cross shaped in plan. Tnere is a c, 1920 rectangular 
addition to the south. The major roof is bracketed and I-dpped with a cupola in t h e  cen- 
ter. A gabled roof with wooden pediment having f u l l  entablatrr~e. IS o y e ~  the entrance 
bay. Lent i l s  are stone and dimnd-shaped stones decorate the building at the storyline. 
The entrance has docble doors with nine lights. The t r a n s o m  above has been i n f i l l e d .  
There are two small eight  over one windows on either s ide  of t h e  doors. Above the en- 
trance is a window f l a k e d  by s i d e  lights having vertical strips dividing the window 
into triangular shaped l i g h t s .  Below the double doors and above the three part windows 
fat t h e  storyline) is a s tone  bearing the  date of construction, 1934. Corners are 
quohed. Windows axe eight over one lights. 

The interior is original; however, the second Eloox is in p r  condition. The 
buildisc; works off of a central hall Qn bhth floors w i t h  a stair a t  the rear. C e i l i n g s  
are yr2t;sed tin. 
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'ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 1 
B u i l t  in 1914, the Portia School is an ell-shaped two story, red-brick structure 

:ihich served as Portia's only school building for over th ir ty  years. The school building 
i s  Fhc most imgressive example of early twentieth-century architecture in t h i s  community 
'3f four hundred people, and area residents take great pride in b t h  its appearance a n d  its 
cies  w i t h  t he  history of the town; especially with regard to reknowned P o r t i a  po l i t i ca l  
rallies. 

The Wkansas Historic Presemation Program is currently conducting a statewide sarvey 
of historic  school buildings , and preliminary investigatLan rndicates ap- 
31-oximately f i f t e e n  brick Wkansas school buildings contemporary w i t h  the Portia School, 
- ive. Of these schools, only three remain in northeast  Arkansas, the  general location 

--tia. In addition to being a locally s i g n i f i c a n t  example of architecture, the Portia 
?,el% L appears to be a significant example of early twentieth-century, brick school building 
z o n s t m c t i o n  in &kansas. 

Its significance i s  further compounded by t h e  fact  t F a t  the c i t y  of Portia plans to 
rehabilitate the rapidly d e t e r i o r a t i n g  an2 vacant structure for use as a C i t y  Hall and C o w  
n ~ ~ i t y  Center. 

The earliest settlement of Portia occcrred s h o r t l y  after  the Civil !.Jar and the devslop- 
Tent  of the town was assured in t h e  mid-1880's when the Fort Scott-Kansas C i t y  Railroad was 

i 
I 

routed through the villaqs. In addition to the benefits derived fram h i z g  a rail center 
fox northern Lawrence County, t h e  economy of the town w a s  sustained by local cot ton  and melon 

I 
i 

PrOdUction. By 1900 the population nunbered 400 peolle, approximately t h e  same as the cur-  1 
rent figure for the town's population. ! 

The first: school hilt in Portia w a s  a whi t e  frame, *-room school, located on the 
grounds now occupied by the present school bui ld ing .  The *"New School ," as Portia residents 
referred to the seven-room, two-story r e d  brick school building, opened for  classes in 1915. 
Zt: served all gradas until 1948, when the high school merged w i t h  the Black Rock school ais- 1 

t r i e t  and students  were bussed to that  town, which was several miles w e s t  of Portia. Sever- T 
L 

a1 y e a r s  a f t e r  the high school merger, a l l  students in the  Portia school w e r e  bussed to 1 

Rlack Rock. Today, the building houses the meetings of a l o c a l  Citizen Band radio c lub ,  but ; 

: otherwise, the structure is vacant. City officials hope ta use the school building as a - t o m u n i t y  Center and C i t ~  Hall after it is rehabilitated. 

, The school building e x h i b i t s  some classical d e t a i l i n g ,  especially in the pediment over 
.( entral bay on the entrance (north) elevation. However, i t s  o v e r a l l  appearance fits 

Y 

m3LL closely i n t o  that pattern design that distinguishes many tuxn-of-the-century Arkansas 
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schml buildings; a design t ype  charaeterizdl by sectanqular, bulky Eoms t h a t  generate at i 
once both an institutional and functional impression. Aside from t h e  p e d h e n t ,  other i n t e r -  
e s t i n q  features o f  the building are the brick quaining on its corners, the concrete diamonds , 
zt t h e  story l i ne  between the first an2 second floors, and the louvered cupola on its roof. , 

I'he o n l y  major alteration to t h e  exterior is a matching addition attached to the school's i 
southeast  corner before 1924. 1 

Like the exterior,  the  i n t e r i o r  has been marred  by few alterations. Tine two f r o n t  
school rooms have been slightly madified by the  C. B. Club, but these modifications are pri- 
mar i l y  the product of p a i n t  and plymad and are easily reversible, Outstanding i n t e r i o r  6 

feattares i n c l u d e  the two wooden staixways, the wooden wainscot ing  and door and window trim, I 

the pressed t i n  ceilings and t h e  auditorium on the second floor which r e t a ins  its or ig ina l  \ 
s+zge and many o f  the o r i g i n a l  thea t re  chairs.  Neglect has, however, endangered much a f  t h e  i 
interior .  I 

While the school bu i ld ing  and its immediate l o t  are  the subject  of the nomination, the 
Iznd surrounding t h e  school house is t h e  town park. For a number of years this park has bee*.. 
=he s i te  of Arkansas's most famous p l i t i c a l  r a l l y .  Conducted on the Fourth of July d u r i n g  [ 
sleetion years, the rally h a b i t u a l l y  draws the candidates for all of Arkansas major elective 

' 

i pos i t ions  and crowds often exceed 10,000. The Portia school building is inteqrally connected - 

with these rallies and as such i s  somerhing of a landmark in political clxeles as w e l l  as to 1 

the c i t i z m s  of Port ia .  t 



;&~M&OR BIBLIOGXAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Corey, Reta Geff. A handwritten, untitled ten page history of  Portia. 

On file at the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program. 
Hgugh, Willeen, Interview, Little Rock, 5-30-78. 

i. Johnson, J-D,, "The Portia School House", an unpublished, t y p e w r i t t e n  
history of t h e  school, 1978. On f i l e  at the Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program. 

~ G E O G X ~ H I C A L  DATA Longitude: 36 05' 05" 
Latitude: 91 04' 15'T 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERM Less than 1 acre 
W AORANGLE M A M E  

U lM REFERENCES 
OUAORAHGLE SCALE 

A W W W  
ZONE EASTlNG NORTH IN G 

sW ZONE I EASTING ~~~ 
NORTHING 

c w w u  o w  U L L d  u 

HW 1 U l L l d L L ~  
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTlON 

LIST ALP STATES ANDCOUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNGARIES 

STATE CODE' COUNTY CODE 

I 
I 

STATE CODE COW N TY CODE i 

a F ORM PREPARED BY I 
NAME I TITLE 

f r e z i l  Miller apd !dike SJinn, Historians June 2, 1978 
O H G A ~ ~ I Z A T ~ O N  DATE I 

Arkansas Historic- Pre~ervation-m-~ - 
STRCET & MUMBER TELEPHONE I 

Suite 500, Continental Bldg., Main & Markham Streets 
Clf  Y 0 F( T o %  N STATE I 

L i t t l e  Rock. Arkansas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE OIRLUATED SIGNIFICANCE O F  THIS PROPERTY WfTHIN THE STATE IS: I 

N A f  IONAL - STATE - LOCAL I 
As the designated Stare Historic Presenration Officer for tha National Hiaoric Preservation Act of 1966 IPubbic Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nommate this praperty for inclusion in the National Register and eerttfy that ft has Men evaluated according t o  the 

ER NPS USE ONLY: , 
I ' ' . >  d . , 

< .  

1 HEREBY C E # n N  f?tATTHfS PROPERTY IS LbfCtUDED in THE WATdOHAL REGISTER - ' 
5 ,  . - 

< .  
I - . . 

DATE 
< .- 

- 1 

G P O  921-163 1 












