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OESCRFBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ! 
i 

The tittle River County Courthouse is 2 t w o  s torey  brick structure topped w i t h  
a3 in~pressive octagonal dome. Cons t ruc ted  in 1907, the red brick building has 
a spare  f loor  p lan  with the dome rising f r o m  the center  of the hipped roof, 

The n o r t h e a s t  fzcade features a t w o  storey,portico with the b r i c k  pedinent  
rising above the roofline. The pediment displays a semi-circular arch trimmed 
in w h i t e .  Projecting about s i x  feet from the  facade, t h e  -porch is semi-enclosed 
with 211-shape brick e o l m s  on e i ther  end. Set i n t o  the porch opening are 
C-  ~~~~3 - round, tapering columns w i t h  Ion ic  capitals. The wrch shelters the center 

bay of t h o  facade and covers the primary e n k r a c e  to t S e  cw~rthouse. 

This symnietrical structure j.s surrounded by a water  t a l e  at the base and a 
d s n t i l e d  cornice aver brick corbelling j us t  below the roof l ine .  In contrast 
50 t he  dark red brick, these and other architectural details are wrked in 
t\hi t e . 
>'.I1 w i ~ d o v s  have cast  s t o n e  lc~sills: 7-rindou heads on the secoad s t o r ~ y  are I 
s?- t n  recJz- , r? r~ ln?r  C s ? . ~ < - s ,  l:~hi!-e t113se on t h e  ~rgi~'1fl  floor featur~ s i r .~ l e  I . . -  
- . - < . .- .'r -13 ;<- y!-, :-,,:-:? ~ , ~ ! , - . ~ ~ ; I . - : - . ,  . . - . 9 . . . I . . ?  2 7 : -  7: I ?  2 1  . A:CI,:CJ - 
with t h e  main entry, the center Say, second-storey windwgs on both t he  f r o ~ t  
a!!c? rear elevatj .@ns have w i d e  t r a n s o x  u i t h  a l a t t i c e - l i k e  d c s i p .  Somzwhat "k . - 
like t h e  facade, t h e  center bay on t h e  rear e l eva t ion  rises slightly higher' , . 
than the f Panking bays. 

2'. . i 
The center of th-2 b.lildir?cj is covere6 with a h i p  roof which f i a t t e n s  'out -arauEd 
the edqns. S e t  i n t o  t he  hip roof i s  a massive octagonal dome cavered w i t h  
silver-colored tiles: A t ' t h e  base of the segir~ental dons each side has a 1 - 

1 
korizcntally set  rectangular window f i l l e d  w i t h  s m a l l  square lights. t 

I 

I"r.ouqh the doxe dominates the structure, several smaller f e a t u r e s  add an 
interesting'touch ta the courthouse. The dentiled cornice, pediment covered 

i 
doars and w i n d ~ w s  and Ionic capitaled columns give the building a classical  
FPavar. 

I 
I 
1 

Set in t he  cent-er of a tree shaded c i t y  block,  the building rests near t h e  
railroad tracks w h k h  w e r e  responsible for Ashdawn's origin.  A s  t h e  city's 
most architecturally significant structure, the L i t t l e  River County Courthousz 
is a l so  the most prominent  landmark in the county. 

I 
I 
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STATEM ENJ OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of architecturally significant public bu i ld ings  in Arkansas 
are the courthouses scat tered  over t he  state's seventy-five csunt ies .  As t h e  
center of local politics, the county courthouse is of ten t h e  largest and most 
costly building in the county.  The L i t t l e  River.County Couxkhosse in Ashdom 
is one of the nost s i g n i f i c a n t  local landmarks in this area of southtrest 
Arkansas. 

Named for  'the water-way which marks its  norther; boundary, Little Rivlr Carrnty 
was organized on March 5 ,  1857, from por t ions  of Hempstead and Sevier C a u n t i e s .  
73- first f-u?+_y c p l r t  ~ ~ 3 s  !I&!_? z". '$5 :.'i31izir: - T ; y ~ . ; i l ~ n  :;.T):~s< 123- f  - : * - * T -  - -+- . - .- r=-" - -,  , 
!,aca:~d zb~1:t t t ? ~  n i l 5 5  mrt_he~; ' i .  02 - ? ~ c : ~ c z I ? .  T!I< :slL2,$in~-i yezr  ti12 ~ .x~x r .$  

h? seat wzs moved to Rocky C o m f o r t  near the  western edge of the county. 

Following a vote of the people in 1880, t h e  c o u n t y  seat  was moved to R i c b ~ ~ o n d  
and housed in a structure containing four of f i ce  rooms on the ground f loor an6 
a large courtroom above. In 1882 t h e  courthouse burned, and f o r  a tine vacant  
buildings and even the school were used to house county offices and sess ions of 
c o u r t .  Eventually the cit izens of Richmond donated enough money to cons t ruc t  
a new courthouse. 

!*en the ra i l roads  came to L i t t l e  River County in t he  1890's new towns sprang 
up. The most prominent railroad town was ashdown, which developed where t h e  
Peytonville-Richinond Road crossed the Texarkana-Fort S m i t h  Railroad. W i t h i n  
a f e w  years the r e s i d e n t s  o f  Askdown were petitioning to have khe coun ty  seat 
moved to t h e i r  new com~unity; however, at the same time t h e  Roclcy ComEort 
community tras petitioning for the return of t h e  county seat. 

Severa l  elections w e r e  held, and f o r  a time Richond prevented either Ashdorm 
or Rocky Comfort  f r o m  becoming the new county seat. On April  29,  1903, the 
-9rkansas Gazet te carried t he  f o l l o r v i n g  note on the struggle for the county 
ssat  : 

Texarkana, ~ p r i l  28.-The celebrated L i t t l e  Piver County seat contest 
case was called f o r  trial here todq befo-:e Judge smith o E  Camden, 
s i t t i n g  as special judge. The testin~ny, which is ~ o s t l y  in the 
shape 05 depositions, is very voluminous, and the  trial w i l l  in a l l  
probability occupy several days. The f i q h t  j.s betyeen Rocky C o m f o r t  
and Ashdown, both of which are represented by a grea t  array of the 
best legal t a l e n t  i n  the s ta te .  Each wants to be t65 county seat .  * 
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F'mcky Comfor t  was again declared the county seat, but a f e w  years later another , C ,.; ?L 
I * 

election was h-ld. Ashdmn was then declared t h e  w i n n e r ,  and in 1906 County . . . .. ., T 

Judge T. b. Arnett ordered t he  records moved to the  Mizell-Locke Building r :: 
locaked west of the  railroad tracks. In 1907 a permanent courthouse was con-- -, 
strutted, t h u s  helping to insme Ashdown's claim to be t he  county seat. ? -3,  

FOR N?S USE OP1LY 1 
RECEIVED ! 

I~rchLtect  Sidney Stewart designed this two-storey brick courtho*~se.  The  build- 
i ng  has a square floor plan with entrances on a11 four elevations. R i s i n g  from 
the center  of t h ~  hipped roof is the structure's most striking feature, an 
octagonal dome rising a full-storey a b w e  t h e  roofline. O t h e r  features ,  in- 
cluding the Ionic-ca~ital colmmns on t he  east and south e l e -va t ions ,  pediments 
ove r  first floor doors and w i n d o w s  and dcntils around t h e  c u ~ n i c o ,  give a 
classiczl touch to the simple architectural s t y l e .  

:\~?;L.--:L*?'. .i?> : .$[ ; i r  :;,-? i 3 z ~ : s ~ r ~ t  ~ L . P : ~ Y ~ z s : - > ~  :-..>< ~?u:~:;~. 'L k i . -  [.,:,.;l?.~.t :-h2:i= i*--:z.-i 

Lhan any other b u i l d i n g ,  As the larsest and m o s t  significant s t r u c t u r e  in 
n s h d ~ ~ ~ ~ n ,  t h e  courthbuse is also an a rch i t ec t r r a l  and historic lzndmark in 
Little Rivzr Cour~Cy. ~t rests on its original  tree-shaded site, the c o u r t  
square at Ashdown. 

* Krkcnsas Gazette, April 23, 1903. 
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