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DESCRtBETHE PRESEUTAND ORIGINAL f lF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
R u i l t  in t h e  mid-18701s, t h e  Boyd House  is t h e  o l d e s t  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  
in L o n o k e ,  Arkansas. T h e  h o u s e  is constructed of  pink bricks made 
from c l a y  on t h e  farm of  Thoxas  Sloan Soyd ,  b u i l d e r  o f  the h o u s e .  
Much o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork was cut from t r e e s  o n  t h e  Boyd farm 
n e a r  C o n o k e -  

T h e  Boyd H o u s e  is a t w o - s t o r e y  T - s h a p e d  structure u i t h  the f a c a d e  
l o c a t e d  across t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  " T 1 \  The solid b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  t h i r t e e n  
i z z h e s  t h i c k  and s i n c e  1936 have b e e n  p a i n t e d  white to h e 1 7  p r , e s e r v e  
t h e  b r i c k .  Soon a f t e r  construction, two-storey p o r c h e s  were 3 d d e d  
a l o n g  b a t h  s i d e s  of t h e  s t e r ,  sf t h e  h o u s e ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  it t h e  a p p e a r -  
a n c e  o f  a 1 a r g e . s e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  n o r t h  p o r c h  was enclosed 
w l t h  c l a p b o a r d  a n d  cove red  ~ i i t h  aluminum s i d i n g  in 1 9 7 3 .  T h e  s o u t h  
p s r c h  is screened on b o t h  f l o o r s .  

A c r o s s  g a b l e  r o o f  covers  t h e  structure w i t h  t h e  front g a b l e  e x t e n d i n g  I 
o v e T  t h e  f l a t - r o o f e d  p o r c h .  T h r e e  brick c h i m n e y s  e x t e n d  above  t h e  
r i d g e  l i n e  at the n o r t h ,  s o u t h  and west extremities o f  t h e  building. 1 
K i t h  t h e  exception of  s i d e l i g h t s  on t h e  f i r s t  a n d  second  f l o o r  f r o n t  
e n t r i z s ,  ail window and  d o o r  trim i s  plain a r o u n d  the building. 

The f a c a d e  is symmetrical w i t h  t w o  windows o n  b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  center- 
ed e n t r i e s  on each f l o o r .  T h e  s e c o n d - s t o r e y  door o p e n s  onto a s m a l l  
b a l c o n y  u i t h  an iron railing. C o v e r i n g  the e n t i r e  f a c a d e  i s  a two- 
s t o r e y  portico s u p p o r t e d  by f o u r  square brick columns. 

1 
When o r i g i n a l l y  constructed in t h e  1 8 7 0 %  t h e  Boyd House  h a d  a p l a i n  1 
f a c a d e  with no p o r c h  projections. In 1913 the p r e s e n t  p o r c h  r o o f  
and four b r i c k  columns were a d d e d  across the f a c a d e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  wood- 
en p o r c h e s  a c r o s s  b o t h  t h e  first a n d  s e c o n d  s t o r e y s .  In 1936 t h e  
wooden  p o r c h e s  were removed and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n c r e t e  
p o r c h  floor a n d  decorative b a l c o n y  on ;he s e c o n d  f l o o r .  T h e  1913 
p o r c h  r o o f  and s q u a r e  columns a r e  s t i l l  in p l a c e .  

The interior o f  the h o u s e  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  dimensions u i t h  ten- 
f o o t  c e i l i n g s  throughout t h e  d o w n s t a i r s  a n d  . f r o n t  rooms upstairs, and 
e i g h t  f a o t  ceilings i n  t h e  u p p e r  r o o m s  in t h e  s t e m  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  Of 
t h e  e i g h t  original fireplace mantels made Eron walnut t r e e s  on  the 
Boyd f a r n ,  only three i e m a i n .  T h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  in u p s t a i r s  b e d r ~ o m s  

I n  1913 t h e  house underwen: n a j o r  i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  T h e  w a l n u t  
nantels i n  the n o r t h  and south p a r l o r s  were  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  brick mantels. 
T h o u g h  t h e  original railing was retained, t h e  s t a i r s  K e r e  c o n v e r t e d  
f s o a  a c i r c u l . ~ r  p l a n  to a n  o p e n - h 7 e l l  t w o - f l i g h t  stairway. T h e  t h r e e  

I 
I 

d o o r w a y s  d p e n i n g  o f f  t h e  c e n ~ r a l  h a l l ' v a y  were  enlarged t o  rectangular 1 
hrc3ways. The  lower f l o o r  w a s  r e c o v e r e d  w i t h  cak ,  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
w i d e  p i n e  f l o o r  o n  the s e c o n d  s t o r e y  was l e f t  uncovered. 

1 
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T h e  o r i g i n a l  outbuildings, i n c l u d i n g  a lqe l l  h o u s e ,  s m o k e h o u s e ,  b a r n  
zsd t h e  small c a b i n  s h e r e  t h e  Boyd family l i v e d  during construction 
o f  t h e l r  b r i c k  h o u s e ,  h a v e  b e e n  removed. T h e  h o u s e  r e s t s  o n  its 
o r i g i n a l  s i t e ,  a t r e e - c o v e r e d  coyner  n e a r  dountown L o n o k c .  T h e  Boyd 
H a u s e  i s  in excellent condition a n d  i s  w e l l  c a r e d  f o r  by i t s  present 
o w n e r s .  
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-INVENTI3Y 1 
SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDERfARCH ITECT T .  S .  'Boyd , 1 

I 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I I 

1 E 
The  Boyd House in Lonoke ,  Arkansas, was constructed ovsr o n e  h u n d r e d  years 
a g o .  Tihen built by Thomns S l o a n  Boyd i n  t5e 4 a r l y  1870's t h i s  t w o -  
storey r e s i d e n c e  was t h e  o n l y  b r i c k  h o u s e  in the community. I t s  c o n -  
t i n u e d  presence i n  this Arkansas r a i l r o a d  t own  h a s  made it a n  important 1 
h i s t o r i c  l a n d n a r k  in t h e  surroxnding community. I 

1 
Thomas S l o a n  Boyd, who personally supervised a n d  a s s i s t e d  in t h e  c o n -  
struction o f  h i s  home, w a s  born in N o r t h  Carolina in 1 8 2 7 .  A b o u t  1 8 5 3  
h e  moved t o  Arkansas w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  settled i n  t h e  L o n o k e  County I 
c o i n c u n i t y  o f  Brownsuille. Though  e d u c a t e d  for the ministry, he s p e n t  h i s  I 

c a r e e r  f a r m i n g  i n  L o a o k e  C o u n t y .  I n  1863 Boyd volunteered f o r  service ! 
with t h e  Confederate Army. Along with h i s  f r i e n d  James P. Eagle, l a t e r  
G o v e r n o r  o f  Arkansas, Royd s e r v e d  i n  Company D, S e c o n d  R e g i m e n t ,  Arkansas 
Mouated R i f l e s .  

Fallowing t h e  early dea;h o f  h i s  first w i f e ,  T. S .  Boyd a a r r i e d  M a t t i e  I 1 
E a g l e  i n  1867 .  Miss E a g l e  was t h e  younger s i s t e r  o f  Governor  J a n e s  P. I 

Eagle. Tn I869  t h e  Boyd's purchased the l a n d  on  w h i c h  they ? l a n n e d  t o  
I I 

b u i l d  t h e i r  h o m e .  This consisted of Block I 1  in t h e  Hicks and Reynolds 1 I S u r v e y .  Their 1869 p u r c h a s e  was p r i o r  to t h e  t i m e  when t h e  City o f  Lonokel 
w a s  incorporated and made t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t .  I 

I 

During construction o f  the Boyd House in t h e  e a r l y  f 8 7 0 1 s ,  t h e  family i I 1 
l i v e d  in a l o g  c a b i n  a n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e i r  l o t .  M o s t  of t h e  materials b I 
f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  house was built were taken Erom t h e  Boyd farm near Lonoke.  
B r i c k s  u s e d  in the thirteen-inch walls were made from clay on the Boyd  , , 

farm. T h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork,  pine floors a n d  w a l n u t  mantel pieces were 
m a d e  from t r e e s  on t h e  Boyd f a rm.  Tn l a t e  1574 o r  e a r l y  1 8 7 5  the family 1 
was a b l e  t o  move into t h e i r  new home.  j 

1 
The Royd H o u s e  h a s  always been  o n e  of t h e  nost i m p r e s s i v e  residences in ; 1 Lonoke. T h e  two-storey soliC b r i c k  h o u s e  h a s  a t w o - s t o r e y  f r o n t  p o r t i c o  . 

' I  supporred  by  f o u r  square b r i c k  c o l u m n s ,  A small b a l c o n y p r a j e c t s  a b o v e  : ,  
t h e  m a i n  e n t r y .  T h e  T-shaped structure h a s  e i g h t  f i r e p l a c e s ,  t h r e e  o f  
w h i c h  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  o r i g i n - 1  w a l n u t  mantels c a r v e d  b y  Mr. Boyd .  T h e  
s i m p l e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  ref:ects b o t h  t h e  t a s t e s  a n d  abilities o f  z h e  1 I 
g e g t l e n a n  f a r m e r  ~ h o  b u i  1 t t h e  structure. ! 1 
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'   he only mortgage e v e r  p l a c e d  on  t h e  h o u s e  K a j  e x e c u t e d  in 1879. In 
that y e a r  t h e  B o y d s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Lonoke f a m i l i e s ,  mortgaged 
t h e i r  h o u s e  to r a i s e  money t o  b u i l d  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in the 
c o n ~ u n i t y .  T h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  l a t e r  r e p a i d  t h e  Boyds sn3 o t h e r  families 
who hzd l o a n e d  noney f o r  construction o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  

F o l i o x i n g  Mr. 3oyd's d e a t h  in 1894,  h i s  w i d o w  continued t o  r e s i d e  in t h e  
h o u s e  until h e r  d e a t h  i n  1 9 1 3 .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  house p a s s e d  to one of 
t h e  Boyd's seven children, !<rs. Prudence Boyd B a r t o n ,  who remodeled t5z 
l o t ~ e s  f l o o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  blrs. B a r t o n  l a t e r  p a s s e d  t h e  house on t o  h e r  
daughter, Mrs. Natalie B z r t o n  B r a n s f o r d  N o r b u r y .  Tn 1 9 3 6  Mrs. Yorbury 
had t h e  b r i c . k  h o u s e  p z i 3 t e d  a 3  a p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e .  S i n c e  t h a t  tine 
t h e  p i n k  b r i c k  h a s  z l w a y s  b e e n  p n i n t e d  w h i t e .  

: o r  over o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  t h e  Boyd House p r o p e r t y  rtas ovined b y  a member , 

~f t h e  Boyd family. T .  S .  Boyd and  h i s  descendants m a d e  t h e i r  l a r g e  
h o m e  a useful p a r t  o f  t h e  Lonoke  community. Tn the 1 8 8 0 : s  t h e  Boyd 
f a m i l y  k e p t  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e k  uho attended the new s c h o o l  b u t  I 

l i v e d  t o o  far away t o  t r a v e l  f r o m  h o n e  to s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y .  I n  later 
y e a r s  S1-oan Boydlsdaughter, Mrs. Barton,, w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  many L o n o k e  
h o s . t e ~ s e s  wh? a g r e e d  t o  h o u s e  w o r k m e n  building the nearby E b e r t s  A i r  
F i e l d  d u r i n g  Morld War I .  

Architecturally, t h e  Boyd  House expresses a s i m p l e  provincial Arkansas 
style. D e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t  b y  T. S .  Boyd,  t h e  h o u s e  displays the t a s t e s  
o f  a well-to-do Arkansas  f a r m e r  in t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  Boyd's a b i l i t i e s  a s  a 
carpenter are a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  construction o f  t h e  h o u s e .  A s  
L o n o k e l s  o l d e s t  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  and t h e  home o f  an e a r l y  and p r o n i n e n t  
f a m i l y ,  t h e  E o y d  H o u s e  i s  one of  the city's most important historic 
l a n d m a r k s .  
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