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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

i 
Xiny-*:fiatley 9 u i l d h g  
AlvDrOR COMMON 

King Suizdiny 

 LOCATION 
STREET $ NUMBER 

I 
t 
r 

Second and Xaple St ree ta  ,NOT F O ~  W B U C A ~ O N  

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL 01 STRICT 

Lewisvi l lz  - VICIN~TY OF 4 I 
STATE CODE COW N N  CODE 
Arkansas  05 Las'agette 073 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
,DISTRICT -PUBLIC ,OCCUPIED 

B U I L D I N G ( S )  %PRIVATE 2 u  NQCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE ,BOTH -WORK IIV PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUlSlTlON ACCESS! BLE 
-OW ECT -1N PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED Z Y E S :  UNRESTAICTED 

,NO 

PRESEMT USE 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

,ENTERTAINMENT -REL~GIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-1MOUSTRIAL -YRANS?ORTAtiON 

-MI WARY ZOTHER: Storage 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY I I 
1 

KaME CO-owners: Snow K ~ a t i e y  Curr~tii~gs , - Snow K. Hendersoil has deeded her 113 interest 1 
L. Ii. Walker L LO L. 3. Walker, retained l i f e  e s t .  

Address of Snow Cwrmings & Snow Henderson: 1 
1105 Astoria Drive, Lewisville, AR 

Address of L. D. Walker: STATE 

703 Ssruc?, St -mws.  AR - YFClNrrY OF 

BLOCATION OF =GAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF OEEDSETC uf a ette Count y Courthouse 
STREET E l  NUMBER 

~ e w i  svlile Arkansas 

TITLE 

- 
O ~ P ~ S I T O R Y  FOn 3 
SU ;IVEY RECCOROS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



CONDITION 

,EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

-GOOD . -RUINS 

XFAM ,~~NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK OWE i . 1 
I 

XUNALTERED XPFFIG~NAL SITE f 
i 

-ALTERED -MOVED DATE I 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated on the nor thwes t  caner: of Second and Maple,,and facing south, t he  
. - the fing-Whatley building is of brick construction, rectangular, and is approx- 

imately 25 feet wide  and 75 feet long. The building retains its original  design, 
being unaltered except fox a door recen t ly  put i n t o  the rear end wall, The 
unique curved metal canopy is st i l l  across the two fxon t  s ides  of the building. 
The walls extend several feet above the f l a t  roof l i ne*  (the roof w a s  originally 
m e t a l ) ;  w i t h  brick pilasters, spaced at intervals ca2ped w i t h  concrete. Except 
f ~ r  one.of the 2ilastors and a mall ?art of the rear upper wall, where the mor- 
t a r  has disintegrated; the brick exterior is i n  good condition; t h e  k d e h  trim 
needs paint. The main m m r  entrance, double-doored, has embossed'star-brick 

. - p v i n g i '  rimed w i t 1 1  metal-.paving. The original  beveled g l a s s  is still intact in 
severclL . bf the large vkndo*rs. 

*The roof is in poor condition and needs replacement. Inside, the original 
terrazzo ( s e t  in conexete) floor is in g m d  condit ion.  The wooden wainscoting, 
plastered w a l l s  znd embossed m e t a l  ceiling are also in f a i r  to good condition. 
The one appuent  a l t e r a t i o n ,  probably i n s t a l l e d  when the building was converted 

I 
I I 

f rom a bank to off ices ,  is a wboden partition a b u t  8 feet high dividing khe main 
xocrm into t w o  offices. The second of f i ce  contains the  still-operable walk-in 
vault. The rear part o f  the building was probably b u i l t  to be used as rented 
office space and for storage, as it is, embellishvents. The heat was 
supplied first by wood stoves and later by gas. The metal gas stoves are still 

i 
connected. The e lec t r i c  light cords, w i t h  pull chains, appear to be the same 
ones din.3taied.'1ah,jna 1933 w;l& 'Alec t$-iciky:.+ds- f i2 'g~  L &pplL6d tc t% tbv.5. T!I& 

'-ceil i i iq fah-hks'iranished. Doerall, the in ter ior  is in qood remedial condition, - . I ,  
- in' & h i t & '  of fh;i.:'dik,dke and 'negiec= 'bGezi the has$, twenty years. '." : 



AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N 3  JUSTLFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLCIGY-PAEHISTOnlC _LOMMUNIW PCAhlNrNG - M N D S C ~ B E  AECHITECTURE - R E U G ~ ~ X  

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATlOP4 X ~ A W  -SCt;NCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  _ECONOMICS ,LITERATURE ,SCULPTURE 

- & R C ~ I T E ~ U R E  -€DUCAT -MILtTAHY A V I I  U M ANTTA RLAN 

A R T  ,ENGINEERING . ,MUSIC -THEATER 

XCOMMERCE XEXPLORATIQN~SE~~LEMENT -PHILOSOPHY ,TRANSPQRTATtON 

,COMMUN!CAT1ONS -1 NDCISTRY ' , P O L I T ~ C ' ~ ~ G ~ ~ E R N M E P I T ~  -OTHER {SPEClM 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ~~f in 1902 BUltDEWARCHITECT ~ 1 0 t  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The King-Fi'hately Bui ld ing ,  bu i l t  -?a. 1902..is ~iqn5ficant,bist~ric~lly .becawe 
its style and size reflect the optimism acd "prqspqrity (shoyt:livedl .that cottqn- 
growing and the railroad brought 'to t h i s  Southt~est  Arkansas reg ion .  It is also 
s i g n i f i c a n t  because it housed, in a f i f ty -year  span, tco, ber,)-,s: - l a w  q ;$ i~~? ,  ay.e:z 
land abstract company t h a t  w e r e  important to the  develcp~ert of.,+,his,areq.::It-5s 
an excellent example of early 20th century business  architecture and, being unaltered, 
con t a in s  features and d e t a i l s  of workmanship pecul ia r  to t h a t  period. 

It w a s  designed to be used primarily as  a bank, an? when the Merchants and 
Farmers Bank* opened there in 1902, it the only bank in t h e  young county seat.* 
There had been an ear l ier  Citizens Bank, but only f r o m  1893 until a b u t  1898,* 
However, the new bank in its impressive Sriek building was short-lived, too ,  being 
'issolved in 1368. ** However, t h e  F i r s t  Fa t iona l  Bank of Le t r i sv i l l e ,  chartered by 
h e  the U. S. Department of the Treasury,  bocame t h e  o w n e r s  and occupants in 1909. *** 
This bank i s  s t i l l  active, in another loca t ion .  The King-Whatley Building was sola 
only once more. In 1919, David Lalimore King first paid taxes  as owner, and main- 
tg&:ecl ?.,is la.$ ozficzs tk!zr.?.tirltiJ..bir,..<..t3tf;.in.332'.. Zbe2 h i s  scl:?-.Ln-la-: ;lad 
partner,  George T. Whatley, retained h i s  of f ices  there, and the  zbstrzct cart?.-,ay t5ey 
had formed t o g e  tksx (early partner, .  9.. 3, L+r-42s;  later. ;)mtzzz-, Sfis:< Xing 1I:gnlerson) 
until &ut 1960. For at least t h r e e  decades a shoe repair shop was in t h e  far end, 
f n tho 30'3, 5 .  K .  :-renderson r a n  a s a i i l l  rcr . ta1 likr~ry i n  one: of Eice, an$ a t i i i~c i  
office housed a beauty ~ 3 0 9 .  The building b-as fully occupied until the 5 0 ' s -  Now 
it is vacant of teYa?lta, and is being used as storage, 

I 
Levisville is in its present location because 05 the building o f  the St. Louis, 

Arkansas and T e x a s  Railroad in t h e  early 1880's. The townsite, 22 blocks, w a s  k i d  
o u t  in 1833 at the railroad by t h e  Southcrestern Improvement Assoc ia t io~ .****  

*Key's: The F i r s t  T h i r t y  Years ,  History of L e w i s v i l l e - 1 8 8 3  through 1913 

""County seat was moved from O l d  Lcvisville, t leo miles north,  election, 1890. 

***Polk's Bank Directory 
I 
i *"**County Clerk's Off ice ,  Lafayette Co. v Copy of Flap of O r i g i n a l  Tov.n and 

Ko:t7el Addi t ion ,  etc., a t t ached .  

Southwestern Improvement Assn. : " A  St. buis f i n n  coo?erating w i t h  t:le ra i l -  
road, '<~?y's F i r s t  T h i r t y  Years. 
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One block, t w o  blocks north of the railxoad, was reserved as a public square, 

hopefully for a f u t u r e  courthouse. The King-Whatley Building, built within a year 
of t h e  erection of the brick courthouse (since replaced by a modern one) was placed 
strategically one block nor th  of the  railroad and a block south of the courthouse, 
The two buildings had similarities of design and materials (native red brick) and 
may have had the same builders and masons. D. L. King was appointed in 1901, as 
Conmissioner, when t h e  exection of the courthouse was voted. 

King had already gained prominence in Southwest Arkansas as a l a e e r  and 
politician ( f i rs t  Democrat sheriff since 1865, S t a t e  Representative and State 
Senator) ,  and for h i s  real estate expertise. *He was one of the  40 residents on 
the  t ax  rol ls  of 1890 (of New Lewisv i l l e ) ,  and was acquiring substantial property 
in the area. 

Lewisville was a thriving town with more than thirty businesses in t h e  early 
1900's. The t o m ' s  importance primarily stemmed from the facts  that it was a rail  i 

center f o r  t h e  rich farmlands of the Red River de l t a  and it was the county seat of i - 
Iafayette County. B e t w e e n  1890 and the date of the erection of the Xing-whatley 
B u i l d i n g ,  the population of the town doubled. 

! 
! 
1 

The wealth of t h e  town a3d its importance as county seat made it the legal I 

hub of the county. Seven lawyers practiced in the town at the turn-of-the-century. 
The discovery of oil in t he  county in the 1930's spawned new business for the I 

l e g a l  and land abstract businesses. All of these factors accotmted for the es- 
t a b l i s h ~ e n t  of t h e  Whatley l a w  practice. 

H o w e v e r ,  Lewisville entered a period of decline as c o t t o n  ceased to be a 
major crop in the county and the  rail l i n e s  were superceded by the t rucks  and auto- 
mobiles. In the 1950%, the Whatley abstract business  t e rminated  and the doors of ! 
the King-Whatley Building were closed for the last t i m e .  The King heirs ( two ! 
surviv ing  grandchi ldren ,  with Snow K. Henderson retaining a l i f e  e s t a t e  interest, ! I 
intend to keep the bu i ld ing  i n t a c t  and ho2e to reactivate it, preferably as a center  
f o r  community activities. ! 

i 
t 

*Land agent for  Southwestern Iprovement Assn. in 1902 --Lewisville News, 
Vol. 1, 1902 Aav.  I 

I 



+KEY, Prank The F i r s t  Thirty Years,  A tiistory of L w i s v i l l e ,  Arkansas 

ACREAGE OF NOMEMATED PROPERM less than 1 
UfM REFERENCES . 

A W U W  B W ~ ~ ~ I ~ , ~ ' ~ , ( ~ I , , ,  
: . t . ! ;- .. ; r 

NORTHING ZONE E A S I N G  NORTHING . - . . , 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTlON 

Lots 16 & 17 of Block 28 of the Town of WdisviZle, being 25 foot North & South  
by 140 feet East G West (each l o t )  on corner of 2nd and l~:aple' .~treets  ' - ' " ::-- 

N o r t h  L a t i t u d e :  33? 2 1 '  39" 
west Longitude: 93O 34 '  49'" 

- .  . . . r. :.. ' 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNT3ES FOR PROPERTIES OVEP,LAPPIWG STATE OR COUNTY BOU FIDARI ES I 
STATE CODE COURTY CODE I 

1 
i 

STATE CODE COVWTY C 0 3 E  i 

N A M C  I TITLE Z 
Snol.? !$hatley Cunininqs, Eafayette C ~ u n t y  Historical Societr7, General. Delivery, L e : ~ i s v i l l e  I - 
R7&3&-1?335?? Edi ted  by: DATE 71845 
? l i k e  Shinn ,  Arkarlsas Historic Preservation Program Auqust 8, 1977 
STREET K MUMBER . , .1 . .. . . . . .. .' . - . -  TELEPHOF!: 

Suite 500, C o n t i n e n t a l  Buildinq, Main at tlarkl~arn . . .. 501-371-2763 

i 
CITY OR TOLvi4 STATE i 
L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 

b 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIQN OFFICER CEB,TIPICAI'I@N I 
! I 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERrY WITHIN THE STATE IS: ; i 
NATIONAL - STATE- L O C A L L  i i 

1 : 
As the designatec) State Historic Preservation OlCftcpr for the National k l~s io l i c  Ptesevation Act of 1966 [Public Law 89-665). 3 I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has heen evaluated according to t h e  . i . I 

criterixand procedures set f ~ r l h  by the Natioial Park Service. 

f l  L n A  

Y-"- 
TITLE KO- Q ,  ,; DA? E I i I - 

Fun x r s  USE ONLY 
1 HERESY CERTIFY THnT TlillS PROP'ERTY IS INCLUDED IN THC PJATIONAL f:EGISJER r 1 
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f 
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j i  RECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND !-I tSTO41C EESF~VA.TION 
I 

ATTEST: I .  , . 

DATE 
--.-- 

KEEPE?: OF THE PlATlONAL REGISTLn 

I -- 
GPO 8 9 2 . 4 5 3  





August 10, 1977 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500. Con:hental Building, Main and Markham 

Little Rmk, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 37 1-2753 

Mrs. Snow C m i n g s  
1105 A s t o r i a  D r i v e  
Lewi s v i l l e  , Arkansas 71845 

Re: h'hatley Law Off ice  
LewisvilLe, Miller County 

Dear Mrs. Cummings: 

me staff  of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a Nat iona l  
P ~ g i s t e r  nominat ion Eor  the +?hatley Law O f f i c e  which will he presented to the 
Arkansas S t a t e  Review Committee at their September m e t i n q .  If approved the 
nomination will be submitted to the National Register off ice  in Washington 
for f i n a l  consideration. 

The National Registerof Historic Places is a l i s t i n g  of h i s t o r i c  sites, buildings,  
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 

E n t r y  in the Nat iona l  Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
owner. It does, however, provide protection through coment by t h e  Advisory 
Camci l  on Historic Preservation from federa l ly  financed, assisted or licensed 
projects that might affect a National Register property. 

On October 4 ,  1976, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  signed a Tax R e f o r m  A c t  of which Section 2124 
refers to t a x  incentives for historic p r o ~ e s t i e s .  Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on t h a t  t a x  act. 

If you have any questions concerning the programorthis  property's nomination 
please contact !-!ike Shinn of our staff.  

Enclosed are two copies of t h i s  l e t te r .  Please complete the  foxm below, sign 
and return t h e  o r i g i n a l  to our office. The copy is far your fi les.  We would 
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of 
this property. If w e  do not hear f r o m  you w i t h i n  30 days your approval will 
be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Wodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of t h e  zbove property 
to t h e  b?at ional  Register of Historic Places. 

i Comments : 

- 
Y e s  No 
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1lNITEQ STATES D E P A R T h I E N l ' O F T H E  1NTERIOFE e 
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NATXONAL REGISTER OF KISTO3IC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FOXM 
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TYPE ALL ENTRIES - - I  E NCCOSE WITH PHOTOGiZAPH 

NAME 
HtSTOREC 
lting-Whatley Building 

AND/OR COMMON 

King Sui ld ing  

LOCATION L? . 
CITY. TOWN 

L e w i s v i l l e  
COUNTY ST ATE 

La£ ayette Arkansas 

r$] d TEOTO REFERENCE 
PKQTO CREDIT Mike Shinn DATE OF PHOTO 

N E ~ ~ A T ~ W E  FRED AT Arkansas Historic p r e s e r v a t i o n  July, 1977 
Prosram 

~ E S C R I B E  VIEW. OIAfCT10N. E T t  IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING LAME L STREET PHOTO NO 

South and east elevations viewed from the southeast I 



Form No. 10-30 1 a 
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UNlTEDSTATES DEPAKTMENT OF T H E  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVfCE 

MAT3QNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 0 

R ECEl VED 
. , h  A . 

P A T E  ENTERED . I _ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - - J E N C L O S E  WITH PHOTOGRAPH I a NAME 

HISTORIC 

Kinq-Whatlev Su i ld inq  
A Y D / O R  COMMON 

K i n a  Bui ld ina  

CITY. TOWN W C I P I I T Y  OF COUNTY STATE 

Lewisville Lafayette Arkansas 

9 PHOTO REFERENCE !&.t 
PHOTO CREDlT Mike  Shinn DATE Oi. PHOTO J u l y ,  1977 

NEGATIVE FILED Af Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
/ 

ITDBNTIFICATION 
~ E S C R I Z E  VIEW. DIRECTIOK. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO H0. 

South elevation viewed from the s o u t h  

INT: 2983-75 



UNITED STATES DLPAKTMENT OF TE!E INTEKIOK 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
. . .  

RECEIVED 
. ' 

P A T E  ENTERED ' 

SEE FNSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGJSTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --/ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

HISTORIC 

King-Whatley m i l d i n g  
ANDtOR COM'.?Clh' 
King  ~uilding 

LOCATION 
k. 

CITY. TOWN 

Lewisville 
COUNTY STATE 

Lafayette. Arkansas 

3 PHOTO REFERENCE 
L . h d  

PHOTO CREDIT Mike S:?inn DATE OF. PHOTO July r 1977 

NEGATIVE F ~ L E D  AT Arkansas H i s  t o r  ic Preservation Program 

PJ IDENTIFICATION 
u.5 ki  

~ E S C R ~ B E  VIEW. DIRECTION. EfC IF DISTPICT, GIVE BUILDit4G NkME & STREET 

North and west elevations viewed from the northwest 



19-301a 
t -:.;I 

UYlTED STATtS DEPARTMENT O F  T H E  INTtR10K 
NRTlONAt PARK SERV!CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR1C PLACES 
PROPERTY PETOTOGRAPH FOxM 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 
< 

R E C E I V E ~  

?ATE ENTERSD 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN  HOW TO COMPLETENATIONAL REGISTER FORIMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --/ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH a NAME 

HISTORIC 

King-what ley Bui ld ing  
AKDiOR COMMOK - 

X i n s  Ruildinq 
F- 'q :A LOCATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Lewisvi l le  
COUNTY STATE 
L a f  ayet te  Arkansas 

rP -7  

i x . 1  PHOTO REFERENCE L+& 
PHOTO CREDIT !-Zike Shinn DATEOFPHOTO J ~ k ' r  1977 

{ :;EGAT~Y; f I L E ~  AT Arkansas Historic preservation Program 

7 --.- !':] -&A- IUENTIYI CATION 
~ E S C R I B E  VIEW. DI;~ECTION ETC IF  DISTRICT GlVE BUILOlNC NAME & STPEET PHOTO NO. 

E a s t  and north elevations viewed from the northeast 4 
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HATZONAL RZGIS'EZR OF HISTOWZC PLACES 
PROPERT'Y PHOTOGRAP3 FOgM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS 1N HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGTSTER FORMS 
WPE ALL ENTRIES --IENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

gq N M E  
HISTORIC 
King-Whatley Building 

ANDfOR COMMON 

-- King Bui ld ing  

LLoCAnON 
COU N r Y  

La£ a y e t t e  
STATE 

Arkansas 

kq PPHO'TQ REFERENCE 
tk:.. 

PHOTO cREan Mike Shinn 

NEGAT~YE F l t F D  AT Arkansas H i  storic Psese rvation Program 

\ 
~ ) ' ; s c R ~ ~ E  VIEW. DIRECTFDH. ETC IF DPSTAICI. GIYF BUILO~NG NAME k STREET PHOTO NO. 

OSlique corner en t r ance ,  facing sou theas t  5 
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UNITED S-UTES DEPAKTMENT OFTHE INTERIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONA!. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR hlPS USE ONLY . 
. ' .  

, .. . ' 

RECElVEC . . . 
" - 

I .  

DATE ENTERED ' 

SEE I NSTRCSCTIONS 1 N HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
I 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES --/ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

~ i n s - w h a t I ~ ~ u i 1 d i n a  
ANOKiR COMMON 

CITY. TOW N 

k w i s v i l l e  
COUNTY 

Lafayette 
STATE 

Arkansas 

rfl PPHOTO XEFERENCE 
L.h+1 

PHOTO CREDIT Mike Shinn DATE OF PHOTO J u l y ,  1977 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Histor ic  Prescrvat ion  Program 
i 

4 IDENTIFICATION i%\ 
PHOTO NO. 

Window tsan s o m ,  east elevation 6 
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FISTORIC 

King-Whatley Building 
At43/OR COMMON 

- King B u i l d i n g  

!T$ L. : LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

k w i s v i l l e  
W l C l N l T Y  OF COUNTY 

lmfayette 
STATE 

Arkansas 

WPffO REFERENCE 
5*irl 

PHOTO CREDIT Mike Shinn DATE OF PHOTO J u l y ,  1977 

NECAT~VE Fl lED AT Arkansas Hi storic Preservation Program 

II . [a IDENTIFICATION 
~ E S C R ~ B E  VIEW. OIRECTION. ETC CF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

Plate  g las s  window, e a s t  elevation 7 






