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2. Location 

street & number - wt for publication 
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3. Classification 
- - 

Category Ownership Status 
L?L district public - dccupfed 
b u i l d l n g { s )  L p r i v a t e  - unoccupiedl ' 
- structure b o t h  w o r k  in progress - site Public Acquisition Accessl ble 
- object - in prgcess yes: restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present U s e  
. agriculture - museum 

commercial - park 
- educattonal -X private res~ence - - entertainment - reiigious 
. government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation . 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name See attached proper ty  owner's list 

street 8 numbs? 

city, town - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
cwahause.realstnroldeeds,eZc- . Jefferson County Courthouse - 

t & numb Barraque Street 

city, tawn P4ne B l u f f  state Arkansas 
I 6. Re! .entation in Existing Surveys 

.has this property been deterrnlned 'efegible? X yes - na - - - 

d e p o s i t ~ v  for survey records Arkansas H i  storic Preservation Program 
w 

r i tv .  tnwn 



Description 

Zondifion Check one Cheek one 
- ereeklent - deteriorated - unaltered - original site 
- good - ruins - altered - m v e d  date 

lair - unexposed 

tribe the present and ariginal (it known) physical appearance 

Located in the midst of Pfne B lu f f "  historic fabric, the F i f t h  i 
Avenue Hi rtarlc Di strict offers evidence o f  the impact o f  the  c i t y ' s  i 

I 

emergence as a commercial and industrial center. This development i s  
reflected in the built environment o f  Pine Bluff's wsidential areas,  
The dis t r ic t  i s  a t  the southernmost end o f  a 1 arger residential region 
(surveyed by the Southeast Arkansas Regional Commission durlng 1979-80 
under t h e  auspices of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Progmm) t h a t  
i s  physically and historically related t o  Pine Bluff  9 downtown dlrectly 
east, bounded on the n o r t h  by Route 65 -- a major nor thwest /s~utheast  
roadway, on the w e s t  by Linden Street, and on the  south by Sixth Avenue -- 
a devel opi ng and encroachi ng comnerci a1 stri p . Composed of broad streets 
plat ted in the 1850s on a flat; expanse o f  land, this reg-ion reflects the 
typographic nature of the bluff for which the c i t y  i s  named, and i s  
characteristic of l h i  s part o f  :central Arkansas. A1 though the District 
i s  an intrinsic part of  t h i s  larger scheme, i t s  histary, boundaries, and -- 
special character are graphically evident in the cityscape. The visual  
and h i  stori c conti nui t y  and integri ty o f  the  F i f t h  Avenue His tori c 
D i s t r i c t  i s  s t r i k i n g .  Its boundaries reinforce t h i s .  The t r a c k s  o f  the 
Missouri  -Paci f i c Raj I road which p7 ayed a key role i n  the area k development 
form the district's northern boundary a long  Fourth Avenue, Although d 

S ix th  Avenue was once l i n e d  w i t h  f i ne  ear ly  twentieth-century houses 
like those t ha t  comprise the F i f t h  Avenue His tor ic  D i s t r i c t ,  i t  i s  now 
the site o f  r e l a t ive ly  modern cmerc ia l  strip development de f in ing  a 
v i v i d  southern boundary f o r  the Historic D i s t r i c t ,  The east and west 
boundar ie s  of  the F i f t h  Avenue H i s t o r i c  District provide a more subtle, 
though equally s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s i t i o n  between the historic d i s t r i c t  and 
t h e  surrounding fabric o f  Pine Bluff.  To t h e  west o f  the district, 
bounded by Poplar Stwct, are houses o f  a l a t e r  period than t h a t  of the 
historic distrjct's period o f  s igni f icance. Along the eastern border o f  
the district, Laurel Street, the peripheral commerci a1 development 
linked to the down- own begins to arfse in the streetscape. Several 
houses along the eas t  end of Fourth Avenue are  not included f u r  lack o f  
architectural compati b i  1 i ty. The ent i  re d i s t r j c t ,  three and one-half 
b locks long  -- one and one-half blocks wide, ISes within the James 
Addi t ion ,  annexed to the c i t y  of Pine B l u f f  on 2 January, 1854. 

Twenty-eight buildings comprise the  district. A71 but two,  a carriage. 
house and a multi-family dwelling, were constructed as single family 
residences, Today, t h e  evol ut ion of the nei g h b o r h ~ o d  i s  reflected in 
deviations from tradi t-i ona2 functi onal patterns, Fourteen houses 
r e t a i n  t h e  integrity o f  the single-family house, four have been converted 
to mul t i - fami ly  dwellings, five have been given t o  c m e r c i a l  use, and 
f i v e  houses are vacant. Kost of the buildings are prominently s i t e d  on 
the Fourth and F i f t h  Avenue blocks. dl though three vacant lots, representing 
t h e  loss of sene of the nei ghborhaodi s b u i l t  resources, are included i n  
the district, they are unobtrusive as a result o f  t h e  s i t i n g  a f  the 
d i  strict's residences on large lots  with ample space between each structure. 
The quality and character of the relationship between houses and open 
space i s  one of the  most appealing visual  characteristics of the district. 
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She major i ty  o f  the buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  were constructed 
dur ' ing t h e  period o f  greatest  hi storic signi  f i cance w i  t h  11 houses bui? t , 

before 1900 and e i g h t  bu i  1 t d u r i n g  the 1900-1915 period. Four houses 
were b u i l t  between 1915 and 1930; only three have been constructed since 
1930. The newest building in the d i s t r i c t  dates t o  1938. The dates of 
constructian have not been pinpointed f a r  two structures bu t  i t is 
believed t h a t  they date t o  the 1915-1930 p e r i o d .  Nineteen structures 
{ # I s  1,2,4,5,7,8,14,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,25,27,and 28) contr ibute  t o  
the character  o f  the d i s t r i c t  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  h i s to r i ca l  associat ions,  
the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  owners t o  the  pol i t i  cal and commercial development 
of P i  ne B lu f f  and,  most important ,  their archi tectural  c h a r a c t e r .  (See 
i  ndivi d u a l  descri p t i  onr for el a b o r a t i  on. ) O f  these, seven houses ( X  ' s 
3,7,8,14,16, 17, 18, and 283, especially o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  their f i n e  
architectural sty1 e and construction, are given the dis t inc t ion  "s ignif icant  

- 
structure". The v i s u a l  cont inui ty  of the d i s t r i c t  i s  enhanced by eight 

42 
1 i n k i n g  s t r uc tu r e s  (f ' s 3,6,10, 11,13,15,24, and 26) . Whi 1 e these 
buildings do n o t  possess those outstanding architectural o r  h i s tor ica l  
qua7 i t i e s  t ha t  enhance the  d i s t r i c t  by v i  r tve  o f  a1 t e ra t ions  t o  the  
original  bui l d i  ng fabr ic o r  recent construction dates ,  they retain the 
sca le ,  p r o p o r t i o n s  and land use p a t t e r n s  ea r ly  establjshed i n  t h e  neighborhood 
and blend unobtrusively, even pleasant ly , . into the historic streetscape. 
Two structures ( X ' s  9 and 12) do not  contribute t o  t h e  district. 

The b u i l d i n g s  i n  the Fi f th  Avenue H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  present a panorama 
o f  American res ident ia l  archi tectural  styles from those b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
capture the essence of  t h e  V ic to r i an  per iod ,  t h e  finest o f  which i s  the 
C .H. T r i  p l  e t t  House ( f  37) ,  t o  those t h a t  reflect  the  impact o f  a burgeoni  ng 
modern s ty le  in their i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e '  formal charac te r i s t ics  of 
the bungalow and pra i r i e  styles (#h 19,20 and 22).  In cont ras t ,  the 
Boone-Murphy-t.loore House (#8) i s  one of t h e  few s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Pine Bluf f  
t h a t  represents  the archi tecture  of the pre-Civil War per iod  i n  t h e  
c i ty ,  Two houses i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  the Honnett-Barrow House (814) and 
the M.A. Austin House (R28) are noteworthy as Queen Anne period houses 
al tered i n  the early twent ie th  century to present a f i n e  in te rpre ta t ion  
o f  the monumental and Classical Georgian Revival Styl'e. While the 
s t r e e t s c a p e s  o f  the Fif th  Avenue Historic District may well be dominated 
by stately examples of "high s tyle"  a rch i tec tu re ,  no less important a re  

I the surv iv ing  cottages (+1,2 and 5) t h a t  por t ray  the para1 lel development 
o f  working class housing amidst the  grander houses. 

While many o f  the individual structures t h a t  comprise the F i f t h  Avenue 
. H i s t o r i c  District a r e  o f  arch i tec tu ra l  and h i s t o r i c  interest, i t  i s  the  

\ continuity of scale and land use patterns in the neighborhood streetscape 
t ha t  i s  most impressive. T h i s  phenomenon renders t h e  d i s t r i c t  a coherent 
uni t. The area ' s tree-]  i ned streets and t he  f i ne residences generously 

1 
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w i t h  an elegant character. T h e i r  owners' prominence in Pine Bluff's 
affairs a1 so speaks of t h e  neighborhood's social  connotations despl t e  
the adjacent railroad. Triplct t  was a well known banker and local 
pal j ti cia1 , Ferguson a successful who1 esal e grocer. 

By the end of t h e  1880s the L i t t l e  Rock, t4 i  ssissippi River and Texas 
Railroads divided Fourth Avenue i n  two.  Apparently the presence of the 
growing railroads become q u i t e  trying and Fourth Avenue 1 o s t  i t s  a1 lure 
by the begi nni  ng o f  t he  1890s. Soon, F i  f t h  Avenue took i ts pl ace as 
Pine B l  u f  f ' s premi er resi den t i  a1 thomughf are. L i  ke fourth Avenue 
before it, the character o f  F i f t h  Avenue was historical 1y detemined by 
a pleasant combination of mansions and cottages, but  F i f t h  Avenue was to - 
develop i t s  own distinctive character as  an almost bucol ic ,  tree-lined 
s treetscape. 

Promotional 1 i terature o f  1896 extols the virtues o f  F i f t h  Avenue as the  
f i n e s t  new street i n  the c i t y  o f  Pine Bluff. It describes, "homes ,.. 
in the shade of beautiful trees ,.'. from the s imples t  cottage to the 
home o f  wealth . . , The v is ion  r e s t s  upon a panorama garbed i n  the dress 
of  rare and exqui s i t e  1 ovel i ness . " The boul evard-  1 i ke qua1 i ty of F i f t h  
Avenue w i t h  its wide tree-lined streets persists to this day. Indeed i t  
i s  t h i s  characteristic, together w j  t h  consistent  historic land-use 
pat terns  ~ n d  sensi t ive  scale of Snfill construction during and since t h e  
prime historic era, t h a t  continues t o  give F i f t h  Avenue a very special 
aura and unites the  distr ic t  in a visual, yet  historic, coherence, 

A s  F o u r t h  Avenue a t t rac ted  the cream o f  Pine B l u f f  society a decade 
before, so too d j d  F i f t h  Avenue become the  home o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  l ead ing  
citizens, Prominent among those who b u i l t  these houses on F i f t h  Avenue 
were members of a new but weal thy merchant cl ass, i n c l  uding A.S.  Honnett 
who settled a t  817 West F i f t h  (14) i n  1894; Fred Senyard who b u i l t  609 
West F i f t h  (18) t h a t  same year; Adolph Bluthenthal who acquired the 
1884 house a t  713 West F i f t h  (16) in 1894; and Same1 Katzenstein who, 
somewhat l a te r  i n  1913, settled a t  902 West F i f t h  (22). Peter Paul 
Byrd, president of the Pine Bluff Compress and Wholesale Ca. -- a co t ton  
processing opera t ion ,  b u i l t  a residence a t  617 F i f t h  (17)  in 1899. H i s  
f i n e  residence survives t o  underscore Pine Bluf f 's  importance as a 
cotton center a t  the turn of t h e  century. 
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The above-mentioned structures capture the transience of architectural 
tastes near the turn-of-the-century. Honnet t  ' s Queen Anne sty1 e house 
was altered to present an outstanding Georgian Revival e s the t i c  in 1913, 
Senyard' s home was transformed i n t o  an emi nently modern bu i ld ing  that 
r e f l e c t s  the influence o f  the developing Prairie style, and the silhouette 
of Bl uthentha l  ' s bui 1 d i  ng underwent a stunni ng evol u ti on w i t h  t h e  addi ti an 
sf a second f loor  and the  loss of much of its decorative woodwork. The 
su r v i va l  of t h i s  var ied h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  presents an enlightening chronicle 
o f  the arch<tecturaI history af the l a t e  nineteenth and early twent4eth 
century. Moreover, on Fourth  and F i f t h  Avenue a l i k e  t h e  scale, proportions 
and s i t i n g  o f  structures and an impressive regard for  the historic - 
streetscape persists t o  r e t a i n  the  aura of a residentla1 district as  i t  
exfsted during Pine Bluff" sera of great property. 

Since the Second World War, the Fifth Avenue Historic District has  truly 
been a "neighborhosd in change". No longer p a r t  of an exclusive residential 
area, houses i n  the d i s t r i c t  have been d i  ssected to create mu1 ti -family 
dwellings and the economic base of the neighborhood has undergone s ign i f i can t  
change. Recent years have also seen part of the area zoned commercial, 
Some buildings have been lost and others have deteriorated,  but the 
v i s u a l  cohesion of the  h i s t o r i c  streetscape continues to dominate a s  and 
the 1970s have seen a gew enthusiasm f o r  perserving the  area's resources. 
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columns suppor t  a full but  unembell i shed entablature capped w i t h  a box 
corni ce, and a bracketed entabl a ture temi n a t i  ng i n an overhangi ng box 
corni ce caps the balcony; bracketed entablature  carrying box corni ce 
c a p s  the bui  7 d i  ng; abundant decorative woodwork i ncl ud i  ng pane l  s , 
t r iangular-pediment4 cornice moulding above nor th  windows, paneled 
pilasters a r t i c u l a t i n g  corners o f  bays, imbricated s h i n g l e s  and weatherboard 
s e t  i n  a herring- bane pattern; prmi nent moul d i  ngs around a1 1 doorways; 
double-hung one-over-one ljght rectangular windows t h r o u g h o u t ;  h a l f -  
hexagon shaped transoms in f r o n t  and s i d e  (east  and north) doorways, 
transom i n  balcony doorway. 

B u i l t  by Chester T r i p l e t t ,  a prominent member o f  one o f  Pine B l u f f ' s  
founding farni l  i e s ,  t h i s  house i s  among t h e  older  buildings in the  
district  and perhaps, the most a r c h i  t ec tura l  ly eminent. Its stately 
proportions, e x c i t i n g  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  archi tectural  forms, and beautifully 

Fc crafted decora t ive  woodwork capture the essence o f  the Queen Anne s ty l e .  

SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURE 

8. 714 West F o u r t h  Avenue -- The Boone-Murphy-Ploore House [ pre 1861) ; 1 
s to ry  single p i l e  weatherboard house wi th  I-story additions t o  the  e a s t  
and west; raised slightly above grade on concrete p i e r  foundation ( a l t e ra t ion) ;  
t i n  shingle g a b l e  r oo f  w i t h  shed roo fs  on the addi t ions;  one story f l a t -  
roofed porches with  turned posts and sawn brackets f l a n k  the building on 
the northeast  and northwest corners; corner boards and cornice moulding 
a r t i cu l a t ed  on principal e leva t ion ,  ocul us-shaped vent  i n  gable;  decorative 
bargeboard w i t h  central pendant and i r o n  roof c r e s t i n g  (both added c. 
1880); various s ize  double  hung one-over-one l i g h t  windows t h r o u g h o u t .  

Originally loca ted  a t  702 West Second Avenue, Pine Bluff, the Boone- 
Murphy-Moore House, listed i n d i v i d u a l l y  on the National Register, a t t a i n e d  
i t s  principz? s ign i f icance between 1861 and 1865 when i t  served a s  the 
second headquarters o f  the UnSon"Army during the occupat ion of t h e  town. 
Archi tectural  ly austere and representative of  the early settlement o f  
the ci ty ,  i t  i s  one of Pine Bluff 's  o ldes t  extant  structures. 

STGMlFLCANT STRUCTURE 

14.  817 West F i f t h  Avenue -- The Hannett-Barrow House (1894, a f  t e r e d  t o  
present condi t ion 1913) : 2 story irregul arly massed weatherboard Queen c ' Anne House a l te red  t o  Georgian Revival style w i t h  one-story addition to 










































































































