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Bu i l t i n  1888, t h e  3 .  5 .  Handford House i a two and one-ha 1 f storey , 
wood frame house with gable hip  roof o f  diarnond-shaped asbestos 
shingles. The original roof  was of wood s h i n g l e s .  A side chimney 
extends above the roof on the east e' levation and i s  capped by 
decorative corbel 1 ing and a stone band. 

57 s tingui sh ing exter ior  features inc lude a veranda across the e n t i  r e  
facade of  the house and two- th i rds  of t h e  northeast elevation, a center 
gable atop an o t f s e t  bay on the f ront  elevation, and a two-storey 
semi-decagon b i y  located midway on the s0~'thwe~t  'elevation. Of. specjal 
interest i 5  he band of 5cal loped shi  ng Tes w h i  ch wraps around t w o - t h i  rds 

. . o f  t h e  second storey. 

The l a t h e  t u r n e d  posts  of  t h e  veranda a re  d e l  i cate i n  appearance, 'as 
are t h e  t h i n  brackets straddling ez-ch post. These delicate features 
are countered b y  the  porch railing w i t h  so l id  scroll-cut panels spanning 
the space between the pos ts . 
The interior o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  J. S .  Handford House i s  a s i d e  h a l l  
p l a n  three rooms deep.  S t a i r s  on t h e  outside w a l l  of the hallway 
l ead  to the second storey. The second storey  i s  a central  ha1 1 w i t h  

. Five rooms and a bathroom. Double parlors connected by 1 arge sl i d  i n 9  
wood panelled doors  open onto the s i d e  hallway. A ' d i n i n g  area w i t h  
semi -decagon bay i s  entered from the end o f  the ha1 lway, and connects 
t o  rhe r e a r  parlor by double sliding doors. The f l o o r  i n  t h i s  room 
i s  exceptional i n  i t s  use of alternating oak and walnut f looring. A 
pant ry  passageway leads f r o m  the d i n i n g  room to t h e  rear  k i t chen .- 
Located o f f  t h e  k i t chen  and behind the rear parlor on t he  east s i d e  
of the house i s  an exterior latticed porch. The parch has been enclosed 
and made i n t o  an off i c e  space for t h e  owner. 

A f i r e p l a c e  i s  located in the front: parlor and i s  noteworthy fo r  the 
decorative tile band t h a t  lines t h e  h e a r t h  opening. Other interior 
features include symmetrical molded t r i m  w i t h  corner blocks and 
medallions, eleven f o o t ,  s ix  inch ce i l ings  and four  inch tongue and 
groove oak f l oor i ng . 
A l l  e x t e r i o r  t r i m  is p l a i n  wi th  three-quarter round at a1 1 corners 
of w a l l  surfaces on the  porch. The house i s  raised on a four f o o t ,  
six inch n a t i v e  stone foundation. Except for m i n o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  which 
are explained above , t h e  J .  S. Handford House remains unchanged 
since Its o r i g l n a l  construction. 

?:See .nomi ne t i on of C. R. Handford-Terry Houre. I t 
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In 1888 James S tan ley  Handford (1854-1936) built a home 
f o r  h i s  w i f e  and fi-ve daughters at 659 East  Boswell Street 
rLn Batesville, Arkansas, In a modest Queen Anne. archi- 
tectural s t y l e ,  the J:s. Handford House is located 
d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  the  Charles R ,  Handf3rd House. B u i l t  - 

by brothers who praspered in the  lumber b u s i n e s s ,  these 
i l t w i n v  houses -are- u n i q ~ ~ e  in Batesville. 

. . - .  

J. S .  Handford was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 
1854. At a very early age he moved west w i t h  h i s  famify 
and w a s  reared in Xznsas. A f t e r  working  as a c l e ~ k  f o r  
several years he rngved to A r k a n s a s  in 1876 to assist h i s .  
elder brother ,  Charles, in the lumber b u s i n e s s .  In 1884 
Charles Handford rimed h i s  lumber company from cent ra l  
Arkansas to a better location. at Batesville in the nor theas t  
p a r t  of the state .  J. . S .  Handford accompanied h i s  older . 
brother, and the twa men operated their lun5er  business 
as C. R.  Handford and Company; 

In turn-of-the-century Batesville the Handford brothers  
were among t h e  most prarninent  businessmen of the community. 
As t h e i r  lumber business grew and prospered, the Handford 
brothers inves ted  in other business ventures, i n c l u d i n g  a 
lime p l a n t  and wholesale  groceries, When t h e i r  needs out-  
g r e w  the b a n k i n g  fac i l i t ies  of Theodore Maxfield and 
Company, t he  t w o  Handford brothers h e l p e d  establish the 
Batesville Sank, 'J, S ,  Hacdfosd was elected as the f i r s t  
president of thrs Sznk at i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  in 
July, 1889. T h e  Z i n a ~ c j a l  success of these t w a  b ro thers  
was reflected in the home t h a t  each man built. 

The Handford houses +:ere t h e  finest houses i n  Batesville 
when t h e y  were b u i l t  in 1883. Both houses were the f i r s t  
i n  the t o w n  to h a - ~ e  modern plumbing, the uaterwo-rks of 
which cons i s t ed  o f  r.!indnills w i t h  pumps located in each 
backyard. The first concrete s i d e w a l k s  l a i d  in Batesville 
were those l e a d i n g  to t h e  Handfo rd  houses, an& the  tw.z 
bro thers  o w n e d  t h e  first l a w n m o w e r s  in t h e  t m r n -  As 
t r enC-se t te rs ,  t h e  Ya-dfcrd h x s e s  PLaB rx maech. 
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The architecture of the J. 5 .  H a n d f o r d  House is a modest 
.Queen Anne styl?, .  The 235 s to rey  frame house has both 
clapboard-and sh ing l e  wall covering. The i n t e r i o r  Ls rncjre 
r i c h l y  decorated than t h e  e x t $ r i o r ,  2nd f e a t u r e s  extensive 
plaster molding, highly decorative wo?dturk, colored leaded 
glass,in some windows, orna te  brass hardware ,  and several 
o r i g i n a l  light fixEures. .. Especially interesting is t h e  

- d i n i n g  room f l c o r ,  l a d  with a l t e r n a t i n g  na r r c rw  planks of 
- oak and walnut. A n o t h e r  n o t a b l e  feature is the o r i g i n a l  
. coal burning fireplece in t h e  front parlor, The green tile , 

su r round ing  t h i s  f ireplace depicts f i v e  nymphs, r e p r e s e n t i n g  ' 

t h e  five Handford d a u g h t e r s  raised in t h e  house. 

The J. S .  Handford ?%use has remized in the family since 

daughter and h e r  pusband, Kr. and Y r s .  Fred Schooler. Sqme 
of t h e  wboAden porch trim, ifiterior w m d w ~ r k  trim, and t h e  
colored g l a s s  arou~d t h e  en t ry  has been removed. H w e v e r ,  
t h e s e  pieces are i n t a c t  and are stored i n  the basemen t  of 
t h e  house. Furnishdngs in Yrio house zre in keepicg with t h e  
styles i n  vogue when the house w a s  cons t ruc ted .  

The significance of the J. S. H a n d f w d  House lies in 
several areas, Architeekurally, it is a g m d  example of  a 
modest Queen Anne style h o u s e .  The almost identical 
C. R, Handfo rd  House  l x a t e d  J u s t  across t h e  street makes  
t h i s  pair of late V i c t o r i a n  structures un ique  in the  c i t y  
of Batesvi l le .  In a d d i t i ~ n ,  the James S t s n l e y  Handford 
house is representative of a prosperous businessmant s home 
d u r i n g  t h e  Gi lded A g e  in n o r t h e a s t  Arkansas.  

*See National Register nominat ion o f  C. R. Handfor-d-Terry House. 
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. 1 .  Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Proqram 1 T7 - I n  - 74 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National R e g i s t e r  and certify that it has  been 

-valuated accordinq to the c-iteria and procechres set 

forth by the National Park  Servrce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local Q 

William E .  Henderson 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nstionnl Register.  

- 
Dlrsctor. 0 f f ; c s  of Archeology end Histarlc Prsaema~ion 

Cr'e: 

ATTEST: 

Title Sta te  Historic Preservat ion  

i O f f i c e r  Keeper of The  National Register 

~ , t ,  December 10, 1374 
it U.S. GOVERlMEtlT PRlNTlNG OFFICE : 1973-729-147jt442 34 
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