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I. Name of Property 
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his tor ic  name: Koon House # 4  

other name/site number: GR0092 
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2. Location 
~ = - = = = ~ E l t ~ = . - I - c = = = ~ ~ ~ s P t r ~ = ~ ~ = - - - ~ = - - - c - - . r r = - = - ~ - a  

street & n d e r :  3004 State Hwy. 167 

no t  for publication: N/A 

city/town: Sheridan v i c i n i t y :  N/A 

state:  g county: Grant code r zip code: 72150 

- r r - L  -- ----------------===IP--DL~ - 
3. Classification 
-~-====-=~:=-mr==e~r=r===olr-~r===~=---- ---- -=-=----=-=-- 
Ownership of Property: Private 

pategory of Property: Building 

lmber of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites: 
s t r u c t u r e s  
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/R 

Name of related mul t ip le  property listing: Vertical Split Loq Buildings o f  "Slabtown," 
Arkansas, 1935-1945 
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StatelFederal Agency Certification 
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AS t h e  designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amendec?, I: hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  X nomination - 
request for  determinat ion of  e l i g i b i l i t y  meets t h e  documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
His to r i c  Places and meets t h e  procedura l  and professional requirements 
set f o r t h  in 36 CFR P a r t  60. In my opinion, the property X meets 

dces not meet the National Register Criteria. - See continuation 

9 - 3 4 4  
Date 

skansas Historic Prese rva t ion  Program 
t a t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion,  the property X meets , does not meet the National 
Register cr i te r ia .  - See continuation sheet. 

Signature  of commenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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. N a t i o n a l  Park Service Certification 
- + t t = = = - = = - - = - n , _ - , r ~ ~ ~ = m = = = - - l r = -  - -  ==-====st==-== 
, hereby certify that this property i s :  

- entered in the National Register - 
- See continuation s h e e t .  

- determined eligible for the 
N a t i o n a l  Resister 

See continuation sheet. 
- d z r m i n e d  not e l ig ib le  f o r  the 

NaticnaL Reqlseer 
- removed from-the National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper D a t e  
o f  Action 

6 .  Function or Use 
-==p=====i~~--U-~-=~=E--==E===PZ=I_==I-I-I-=JI_~=___*C==- 

His to r i c :  DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwellinq 

Current: wmsrr c Sub: S ing le  dwellinq 
- 
- 
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Architectural C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

O t h e r  

O t h e r  Deseription:Vertical Loq 

Materials : foundation B r i c k  roof 
w a l l s  Wood/loq other 

Asphalt 
N /A 

Describe present and historic physica l  appearance. - See continuation 
sheet. 

Koon House 84 i s  a single-story, i n t e r s e c t i n g  gable roof residence constructed of 
relatively small logs placed vertically and split in h a l f  so t h a t  the round, unfinished 
s i d e  faces the exterior while the smooth, flat s i d e  faces the i n t e r i o r .  Its f l o o r  plan is 
irregular, with a recessed porch being placed at both t h e  northwest and southeast corners. 
A single s m a l l  b r i c k  chimney rises through t h e  ridgeline toward the eastern or rear 
elevation. The building i s  supported on b r i c k  piers  and covered w i t h  an asphalt s h i n g l e  
roof. 

Elaboration 

roon House # 4  is a single-story,  gable roof residence c o n s t r u c t e d  of re la t ive ly  s m a l l  logs 
qcerl v~rtically and s p l i t  in h a l f  so t h a t  the round, unfinished s i d e  faces the exterior 

,.ile the smooth, f l a t  s i d e  faces the in ter ior .  Its floor plan i s  irregular, with a 
zeaessed porch being placed at both the northwest and southeast  corners. A single small 
b r i c k  chimney rises through the r i d g e l i n e  toward t h e  eastern or rear elevation. The 
bui ld ing  is supported on brick piers a n d  covered with an a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e  roof. 

The western or front e l e v a t i o n  featares a recessed porch se t  beneath t h e  pediment of the 
main gable section of the house. Trro square wood posts support the center and northwest 
corner of the porch r o o f .  Two single-leaf entrances provide access i n t o  t h e  western and 
northern walls b e n e a t h  the porch r o ~ f ,  and a single three-over-one wood window l i g h t s  t h e  
western w a l l  to the n o r t h .  The side gable wall to the south is lit by three large three- 
over-one wood windows. 

The southern elevation i s  composed of  the  end gable of the o r i g i n a l  i n t e r s e c t i n g  log 
s e c t i o n  to the west  and the wal l  of the l a t e r  addition t o  t h e  e a s t .  The log section is 
lit with a s i n g l e ,  c e n t r a l l y  placed three-over-one wood window while  the newer wall to the  
east is fenestrated w i t h  two smaller one-over-one wood w i n d o w s .  The recessed porch set 
i n t o  the southeastern corner f i n i s h e s  the elevation, and revea l s  a s i n g l e - l e a f  entrance 
set into the southern wall thereof. 

The eastern elevation Is composed of the recessed  porch to t h e  s o u t h  and a gable end to 
the north. The porch is lit with a single window to the south and accessed via a single- 
leaf entrance placed toward t h e  north. T h e  gable end appears t o  have been an open porch  
o r i g i n a l l y ,  with the window openings since filled-in. The n o r t h e r n  elevation is composed 
of  a single window placed t o w a r d  the east and t w o  pair of larger w o o d  windows placed 
evenly in t h e  wall to the w e s t  . 
The alterations to this bui lding are l a r g e l y  limited to the later addition t h a t  wraps 
around the southern and  eastern elevations. However, i t  should be noted that these 
additions are toward the rear and are n o t  visible fxom t h e  pr inc ipa l  elevation. 



Koon House #4 
Kame of Property 

G r a n t  County ,  AR 
County and S t a t e  

non-historic shed roof storage bui ld ing  is included in t h e  nomination; it is non- 
~tsibuting. The Koon House M4 is in good condition. 
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8 .  Statement o f  Significance 
SI-=P=======i==========-=-==~=====-~-==~==-=------==-=---== 

C e r t i f y i n g  official has  considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other  properties: Locally 

Applicable Nat iona l  Register C r i t e r i a :  

C r i t e r i a  considerations (Exceptions): N/A 

Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE 

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1940 

Significant Dates: c. 1940 

Significant Person ( s) : N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Koon, Hillary H e n r ~  "Pappy" 

:ate significance of property, and j u s t i f y  c r i t e r i a ,  criteria consi&erations, and areas 
and periods of s ign i f i cance  noted above. 
- See continuation sheet. 

slrmmant Criterion C, local significance 

Koon House t 4  is being nominated to the National Register under Criterion C w i t h  local 
significance by virtue  of both its distinctive vertical, split log construction and i t s  
direct association with HilLary Henry "Pappy" Koon, the local famer and carpenter who 
b u i l t  these unique  structures. As such, it is associated with the h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t  The 
Vertical S p l i t  L a g  B u i l d i n g s  of " S l a b t o w n ,  " Arkansas, 1935-1945 and t h e  historic 
significance of these properties noted therefn. 

Elaboration 

Built e. 1940, t h e  building known as Koon House 1 4  was constructed by l oca l  farmer and 
carpenter HilLary Henry "Pappy" Koon as one of several v e r t i c a l  split log buildings he 
constructed for residents of the relatively n e w  community that sprang up along S t a t e  
Highway 167 south of Sheridan a f t e r  it was paved by t h e  s t a t e .  

It was this building and the  others built like it that gave t h e  community the name of 
"Slabtown," as it was mistakenly believed t h a t  these buildings were of slab construction, 
which in fac t  they were n o t .  Rather, the s p l i t  ver t i ca l  logs are notched into a sill 
below and plate  above which supports the roof, and the logs serve as t h e  load-bearing 
structure o f  t h e  building. It is this unique construction method t h a t  distinguishes these 
buildings architecturally and thus the reason f o r  their nomination. 
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See The Vertical Split Log Buildings of "Slabtown, " Arkansas, 1935-1 945, Section H. 

See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) : 

- preliminary determination of individual listing ( 3 6  CFR 67) has been requested. 
- previously listed in t h e  Nat iona l  Register 
- previously determined elfgible by the National Register 

designated a National  Historic Landmark - 
- recorded by Historic American Bui ld ings  Survey # - recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X S t a t e  historic preservation off ice  
+ Other state agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: 

-=tl=-----I-I~*==-+--4=CZ.r0~n3e=e==~~--~ill~~r=e~=---PCu 

10. Geographical D a t a  - 1m1=5===r===-=~19-114~--===eEP==-=-er-=q---=~==--rrq-==---~=- 

n-reage o f  Property: Less than one 

.I References : Zone Easting Northing Zone E a s t i n g  Northing 

- See continuation s h e e t .  

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet. 

Beginning at the p o i n t  formed by t h e  in te r sec t ion  of t h e  eastern edge of State Wwy. 167 
with a perpendicular l i n e  r u n n i n g  parallel w i t h  the  southern elevation of t h e  house and 
located 25 feet to the  sou th  thereof ,  proceed e a s t e r l y  along said line f o r  a distance of 
approx. 200 feet; thence  proceed n o r t h e r l y  along a perpendicular l i n e  f o r  a distance a£ 
approx. 200 feet;  thence proceed westerly along a perpendicular line for  a d i s t a n c e  o f  
apprax. 200 feet; thence proceed southerly along the eastern edge ef State Hwy. 167 to the 
point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

T h i s  boundary includes a l l  the property historically associated with t h i s  resource. 
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Name/TStle :  - Ker :tory, Preservation Outreach Coordinator 

Organization: - Arl Historic Preservation Proqram Date: 06/03/96 

Street  & Number: 323 Cente et, S u i t e  1500 Telephone: ( 501 )  324-9800 

City or Town: Little Ra- . .  State: % Zip : 72201 










