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city or town Poyen vicinity 

stare Arkansas code AR county Grant code 053 zipcode 72125 

3. SL?te/Federal Agency Certification 

As h e  designated authority mdet the Nnlional I4isturic Prcsmalion Act, as amended. I hemby certify that h i s  norninarron 
request for d~tcrmindion of efigibrlity meets the dccurnentation standards tbt registering pmpcnies in the Kario~inl R q i s t a  ofkllsroric 
Places and m e w  the procedural and profasional requirements set for in 36 CHI Pan 611 In my opinion the property m m  
docs not m m  rhe National Repistcr criteria. I recommcnd that this proptny k considend significant 

Signatrlre uicc--1 I! ! t v  0 1  tic~n:lTirlc 

Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o g m  
State or Federal agcricy and bureau 

In my opinion, thc pmpeny meets d m  nM meet the National Regisre: criterin iu Sa Continuation sheet Sbr additionat 
comrncwls.) 

Signature olcatifying off~ciaLTille Dmc 

Slate or Federal agency and burrau 

4. Nstional Park Service Certification 

I hereby oenrf? Ihar rbc propert)' is. S~pnrrturc of llie Kwper D:!tt of'Act~un 

entcred in tllcNatiotinl Register. a See cominuation shcc! 
delemiined eIigihlr ror [he 

National Register 
Set: contin~tntion shell 

delmined nor clig!ble far the 
h'ational Rrpislrt. 

morrd frmn tlrc Nntional 
Register. 



B y d .  Samuel D., Sr., Homestead 
Na~nc ~\1' Praprny 

Grant County. .Arkansas 
County nnd Srare 

5. Classification 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categorir~ from insrmctioml (En~cr categories from imtructions) 

DOMESTlC!sinple dwelling VAC.4?JTNOT M USE 

Architectural Classification 
(Enrer cacgorizs from instruclioml 
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Materials 
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foundation WOOD: Log find CONCRETE 

walls WOOD! Lop 

roof METAL' Tin. 
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8. Statement of Si~nificance 

Applicable Nationat Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local, stare. national) 
r' ' x k  -u" in one or more iboxtlli for the criterrn qualifying the property Local 

. Nationat Register lining.) 

A Propew is associated with evenis that have made 
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our history. EXPLOR4TIONISETTLEMENT 
ARCHITECTURE 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a pv, period. or method of consavction ar 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 18.18- 1955 -- 

D Propem has yielded, or is likely ro yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria considerations Significant Dates 
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Propem is: ISSO 
[7 4 owned by a religious institution or used for IS96 

religious purposes. 1930 
Significant Person (Complete if Ctitekn B is marked) 

_1 E removed h r n  its original location. N:A 

C. binhplace or grave o f  a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation [Complete i f  Criterion D is lnnrked) 

IJ D a cemetery. NiA 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative propep 
Architect/Builder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Samuel D. Byrd, Sr., Builder 
wirhin the past 50 years. Samuel D. Byrd. Jr.. Builder 

Narrative Statement of  Significance 
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SUMMARY 

Constructed in four phases (dates: 1848, 1850, 1896. and 1930). the collection of wood-frame. 
Plainraditional style buildings and structures in Poyen. Grant County, Arkansas, comprises the Samuel 
D. Byrd, Sr., Homestead. Each building or structure in the colIection is free of any distinctive and 
detaiIed ornamentation. as the use and functions of the homestead did not require such. Everything was 
built with the intention of fulfilling a specific rote on the farmstead. As need dictated, or as the family 
prospered and grew in size, the house itself expanded accordingly. The house sits on wooden piers, with 
a half-front porch as weEl as a central sleeping porch'dogtrot. The western half of the (previously) ~ L ~ I I -  
front porch was enclosed in 193 0 to accommodate the expanding family. 

The south elevation of the house faces U.S. Highway 270 which replaced the wagon road that ran 
between Pine Bluff and Rockport at the time of the original construction. The land 10 she north and west 
drops in elevation as dictated by Big Creek which f l  o v a  north to south. This area is prone ro overflow 
'using winter and spring inclement weather, but was used for summer truck crops. The structure was 

- ,wilt in phases with the first construction being the log room folIowed by an additional room to the east 
separated by a breezeway or dogtrot. In 1 896 hvo additional rooms were built onto the rear, or north: of 
the east room. as well as a shed room to the north of the original log room. In the early 193Us, the 
western portion of the front porch was enclosed. The house was occupied and maintained until the year 
2000. The landscape around it is now wooded where it was once pastoral. In addition to the house three 
o ~ i t  buildings still exist ~ iv ing  us a representation of the rural farm of the era. 

ELARORATJON 

Located one mile west of Poyen. Grant County. the Samuel D. Bqrd, Sr.. Homestead was constructed 
over a period of ST years, beginning in 1845, by Samuel D. Byrd. Sr. The original building consisted of a 
singIe log room. With the exception of ttvo doors, one to the south (or front) and the orher to the north 
(or rear), there were no other openings in the house. 

As is vpical of dogtrots. the B y d  house consists of two rooms of similar size (1 7 feet by 17 feet 
flanking either side of an eight foot wide breezeway. The original log room was constructed in 1848 by 
Samuel 5. Byrd. Sr., shortly after his arrival to the Poyen area. This room had two doors, one opening to 
the east and the other to the south onto the ful l-front porch. The second room was constructed in 1 85 0, 
and consisted of rough cut batten pine planks with two doors; one opening onto the south (front) porch 
and one onto the 11ort11 (rear) porch. Two wood-framed, double-hung, one-over-one windows were 
'wated en the soutl~ elevation of both rooms. one on either side of the each of the doors. Both rooms had 

-. lud chimneys. located on the exterior walls. There are indications that the 109 room had a porch on its 
west elevation prior to I 850. 
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In 1896, two rooms and a shed room were added onto the north elevation of the structure. The rooms 
were added onto the 1850 construction. wit11 each room measuring I0 feet by 16 feet. A portion of the 
north porch was removed to accommodate the new construction. The north door frotn the front room 
leads into the middle room, which sewed as a bedroom. A door exits west out of the middle room onto 
the dogtrot, and a second door in the room opens into the far north room which was utilized as a kitchen. 
'The bedroom is fenestrated on the east elevation by a centrally-located single wood- framed. douhle- 
hung, one-overlone window. The kitchen has a door that opens west onto the porch that was added onto 
the elevation. extending the original breezeway that links the 1848 construction with the 1850 
constmction. The east wall of the kitchen is pierced by two wood-framed, double-hug, one-over-one 
windows. 

Jn 1896, the shed room was added behind the original log construction. This was known as the "meal 
i ;lorn,"' as this is  where flour, corn meal. lard. etc., was sfored. From this rootn, a door opens east onto 

ihe dogtrot, white a single wood-framed, double-hung, six-over-six window fenestmtes the west wall. 

In 1930, the tvestern half of the front porch was enclosed to create yet anotl~es roam for the family. 

A cross-gabled roof covers the house. ' Ihe rooms on the west are covered by a side-gabled roof, while 
the rooms to the east are covered by an end-gabled roof. The rafters over the log room consist of the 
original peeled poles without a ridge pole. The rafters of the log room were set directly onto the top log 
joists with no overhang. The north shed room rafters join o~*lto the peeled pole rafters and are of mush 
cut lumber. forming a continuous dropped roof. 

The roof that covers the 1850 construction was extended to cover the dogtrot and the new room. This 
was a continuation of the gable wit11 the mfters being of rough cut pine minus a ridge pole. The roof over 
the 1 896 eastern two rooms is gabled with an overhang on the east elevation, and continues with the 
same construction method of rough cut mfters minus a ridge pole. The 1930 enclosure, south porch and 
north porch are covered wit11 a continuous dropped root The entire roof was covered with pine shake 
shingles until the 1950s when they were replaced with galvanized tin. 

The entire strtrcture. including the log room, 14~1s h i l l  on pine piers. The majority o f  these are still in 
place. There Ins been sonle ndclition of collcrete blocks to further snpport the structure. Steps et the north 
and south elevations have been replaced frequently over the years and now have a hand rail tlint was 
dded in the 1990s. 



Byrd, Samuel D.. Sr.. Homestead 
U.lmc oFPrq~cny 

United States Department of the Interior 
'4ationaI Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 3 

Grant County. Arkansas 
Couri:> s r ~ d  Statc 

South elevation 

The south faqade of the house faces U.S. Highmy 270 West, and sits approximately I00 yards back 
from the road. The eastern bay of the elevation features a one-story, half-front porch that is covered by a 
shed roof. Tile porch is supported by six wooden posts, and the balustrade consists of horizontal wooden 
rails. The fire wooden steps leading to the porch are made of tvood, as well. The deep porch is open and 
the floor features rotlgh cut pins planks. 

The westem bay of the elevation is fenestrated by two double-hung, wood-frame, four-over-four 
windows. This bay was originally open, forming a full-front porch: however, this portion of the porch 
tvas enclosed in 1 930 to provide one of the Byrd sons xvirh a private bedroom. 

"he middle bay is the dogtrot that connects the 1 848 log room with the 1 850 canstmction, and the 
ilooring feamres rough cut pine planks. Five rough hewn pine plank steps lead to the dogtrot. with metal 
pipes serving as hand-rails. The hand rails were placed at the steps in the late 1990s. 

The east bay is fenestrated by tcvo double-hung, wood-frame, four-over-four windows that flank a 
centrally located wooden door. The exterior of the 1 850 room is covered with batten rough cut pine 
planks. 

West elevation 

The wrest elevation is comprised of four bays. The bay on the far left is the side of the rear porch that 
w a s  constructed in 1896. The porch is covered in a shed roof, and is supported by three pine posts. 

The following bay is the board and batten-covered "meal room" that was constructed in 1 836. This bay 
i s  fenestrated by a centrally located wood-framed, double-bung. six-over-six u.indow. 

The third bay is the P 845 log room. This bay is fenestrated by two side by side wood-framed. double- 
I-rung, six-over-six windows that are centered where one of the chimneys had previously been located. 
The side gabled end of the roof is centered on this bay, and i s  free of any decorative detail work. The 
bay is covered with h a r d  and batten pine planks. 

J The fourtlr: and final, bay on the west elevation is comprised of the 1 930 enclosure. This bay is free of 
I 

snestration. and is covered with pine weatherboard. 
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North elevation 

The north. or rear, elevation of the !louse is comprised of three bays. The eastern bay is the rear of the 
1896 kitchen. This elevation features the gabled-end of the front gabled roof section. The bay is pierced 
by a centrally-located wood-framed, double-hung, four-over-four window. There i s  neither decoration 
nor detail work at the peak of the gable end, and board and batten pine planks cover the exterior wall. 

The middle bay of this elevation is the dogtrot that connects the 1 845 log room with the 1 850 
construction, and the flooring features rough cut pine planks. Four rough hewn pine planks serve as 
steps, leading onto the dogtrot. A metal handrail was added to the right side of the steps in the late 
1990s. A rather short balustrade. comprised of simplc pine rails. flank either side of the entpvay onto 
the dogtrot. 

C 
-4 

The bay to the far right is the rear of the "meal room." Board and batten pine planks cover rhe exterior, 
with this bay k i n g  free of fenestration. 

East elevation 

Four bays comprise tlae east elevation. The left, or southern-most: bay is the side of the half-front porch. 
The dropped roof porch is coveted in a corngated metal shed roof that is supported by six wooden posts. 
one of which is visible from this elevation. 

The next bay is the side of the 1850 constructed room. The one remaining brick chimney is centercd on 
this bay, extending a foot. or so. above the side gabled end of the roof The bay is free of fenestration. 

-4 single wood-framed. double-hung. four-over-four window pierces the third bay. This bay. as well as 
the previous and proceeding bays, is covered by board and batten pine planks. 

The foul~h, and Iast. bay is fenestrated by two wood-framed, double-hung. four-over-four tvindows that 
are centcred on the bay. 

Interior 

The interior of the structtire remains at Ieasl ninety percent as originaIIy constructed. The walls of the 
5011th room adj oining the log room (the room that was formed by enclosing the eastern half of the front 
porch) are covered with planed tongue and groove pine ]urn ber. 
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The log room remained a log interior with batten boards over the cracks until sometime around 1920. Ar 
that time. with the removal of the mud chimney and the addition of the windows. the \vest and east tvrrlls 
~ t ~ r e  covered with planed tongue and groove lumber. In the late 1 900s. the plank flooring was removed, 
and numbered for reinstallment. in order for the floor piers and joists to be replaced. The north and south 
Tog waIls were covered with paneling to cover weather deterioration. 

The north shed room abutting the log roam was also refurbished in this sarne time frame. The exterior 
walls were reinstalled and closed in on the interior. In addition, the floor piers and joists were replaced. 

The interior walls of the 1850 room ate covered with tongue and groove pIaned pine, as is the ceiling. 
The floor was originally pine planked until the late 1940s. when i t  was replaced with tonpe and groove 
pine flooring. Centered on the east wall is the hearth. There are two wood-framed, double-hun~, .+ four- 
wer-four lvindows, one on ei thtr side of the door centered on the south wall that leads onto the porch. 
rllere is a second door to the room, and it is centered on the north wall. leading into the 1896 n~iddle 
room. which is a bedroom. 

The middle room walls and ceiling are covered with the same tongue and groove planed pine lumber. 
The floor consists of pine planking. There are two doors exiting this room: one is cenxered on the west 
wall, leading onto the dogtrot, and the other opens into the north room, or the kitchen. This was an open 
passageway until the late 1990s when the door was added. A window is centered on the east wall. 

The north room, which served as the kitchen, bas walls that are of tongue and groove planed pine 
lumber. The floor is  pine planks. The ceiling is of rough cut pine planks placed on the ceiling joists. A 
door is  centered an the west wall. giving access to the north porch. There are two windows: one centered 
on the north wxll, and the other centered on the east wall. 

Ow tbuildings 

There are three outbuildings and a \:el1 associated with the house, all of which are contributing 
structures/objects to the nomination. The wood-framed fruit cellar, which sits a few hundred feet due 
west of t l ~ e  house. is rectangular in plan and the roof is covered in galvanized tin. Tar paper covers a 
majority of the original exterior weatherboard wal l  material. but n sufficient amount of the weatherboard 
is discernable. The Plainqraditional style structure i s  simple in design and function. such as the main 
'louse and other outbuilding. All four elevations are free of fenestration; llowever. one cnlde door is 
, Iresen t. centered on the south. or front elevation. There is a stove pipe protnld ing from the rear, or 
nortl~. elevation. No distinctive detail work is present on any of the elevations. as the structure's 
function and use did not require such. 
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A small equipment shed is located a few hundred feet lo the north-northwest of the house. The roof of 
the wood-framed stn~cture is more steeply-pitched than the other two outbuildings, and is covered in 
~alvanized tin. There is no tar paper evident on the weatherboard exterior walls. A door is located on the 
L 

eastern edge of the south. or front, elevation. The remaining elevations are free of doors, and all 
elevations are free of fenestration. The Plaifiaditional style structure is free of any distinctive design 
and detail work. 

The third or~tbuilding. a rvood-fkarned smokehouse. sits several hundred feet to t l ~ e  east-nortlzeast of  the 
house. It is  rectangular En plan and is covered in galvanized tin roofing, with weatherboard covering the 
exrerior waIls. The simple end-gabled Plaiflsaditional szyk structure is free of fenesrration and 
distinctive detail cvork. -4 three-quarter height door is centered on the south, or front, facade, and a small 
vent door is  located in the gable peak. Tar paper is present on the upper half of the east elevation, 

,/ 'lough its appearance is minimal. As with the fn~it cellar the lack of detail work and fenestration is a 
- ~etlection upon the structure's function and use. 

The brick well, located just off the northern4 corner of the rear porch, is roughly two and a half feet tall. 
There is no cover over the welI. as it is has not been in use since 2000. .4ccording to xhe propeny owner, 
this is the last of several wells that were built over a period of years on the farmstead. 

All three of the outbuildings and the one well are arranged in close proximity to one another and the 
house, Because of the spatial arrangement of the house, associated outbuildings and the well. it is very 
easy to discern them from the relatively newly constructed buildings which are located quite a few 
11undred yards due east of th is  collection. 

INTEGRITY 

The Samuel D. Byd. Sr.. Homestead, built over a period of 52 years beginning in 1848, retains all seven 
elerne~~ts of integrity. Although several additions have been constn~cted. all are historic in nature. with 
the last addition dating to 1930. The outbuildi~~gs and well. though no longer in use, appear today as 
they did when built. At the time of constnlction, the fiornestead was built on land that would be 
incorporated into Poyen. a town that grew around a sawmill and the Rock Island rail line. As the ~ o u n  
prospered and grew. so did the B y d  Family. The evolution of one-room log cabin into a multi-room 
dogtrot with several outbuildings that supported the lives of the Byrd's and their land, the house i t s e l f  is 

- - wonderful example of a PIain!Trad i tional dagtmt that exempIi fies the famiIy's adaptation to their 
2eds and surroundings. 
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Constructed in four distinctive phases: 1848, 1850. 1896, and 1930, the Samuel D. Byrd, Sr., Homestead 
is being nominated to the NatiorlaI Register of Historic Places with local signficance under Criterion C 
as a wonderful example of a PlainlTraditional dogtrot house in Poyen, Grant County. Arkansas. The 
house exemplifies the transformation from a one-room log cabin into an L-shaped dogtrot over a period 
of 82 years, In addition to the house, a nice collection of t h e e  contributing ancillary srmc tures and one 
contributing object has helped create the Byrd Homestead as both the B q ~ d  family and the Poyen area 
grew. The property evolved during the period directly prior to and after the Civil War. as both labor and 
land resources became available. These early settlers transformed rude structures into livable homes thar 
s e n d  their families' needs, as well as the needs of travelers through the Poyen area. Because ofthe 
B y ~ d  Homesread's association with Poyen's early settlement, the property is also eligible for nomination 

; nder Criterion A. The property has remained in the ownership of a single family for over 160 years. 
1. 

ELABOR4TIOS 

The Samuel D. Byrd, Sr., Homestead was constructed beginning in the late 1840's in the vicinity of 
Poyen, Arkansas. during the early settlement period of eastern Fenter To~mship in Hot Spring County. 
Grant County was not formed until January 4, I 869. The county was named after President U. S .  Grant, 
and the C O L ~ E I ~ Y  seat bears the name of one of Grant's Civil War colleagues, Lt. Gen. P. H. Sheridan. 
Grant County was formed from portions of Jefferson, Saline, and Hot Spring Counties located around 
Hurricane Creek, where the area was inhabited by rough I y 4,000 people. 

The house was crafted with both pioneer log construction methods, as well as early state of the art 
pioneer carpentry. Despite n~odifications over the years, the structure has maintained its origind 
crafismanship and appearance. It represents a typical hnctienal home as constructed by immigrants from 
the south. It was constructed in phases as the growing family necessitated, and funds and materials 
became available. 

Family histov supports that the log room and adjoining east room &.as built by Samuel D. Byrd. Sr., 
writh the help of one or more of his brothers in 1548 and 18513. This I~otlse is one of the oldest stn~ctures 
still standing in Grant County as well as k i n g  continually occupied as a principal residence until the 
year 2000. The area where the property is located was between warring factions of the Civil War. 

- -unriving the bands that raided, looted and pillaged settlers' I~ames in this area. It survived as a working 
' _. ,imily farm from its inception untiI the late 1 980s. The home is an enduring legacy to the central 

:lrkansas settle~nent process. 
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In the 1 846- 1 848 era, the area where the Samuel D. Byrd, Sr., home is located was knoum as Fenter 
Township. Hot Spring County, Arkansas. Specifically it was located in eastern Fenter Township in a 
place knoun as Crossroads about two miles west of Pratt's F e v  on the Saline River. The name 
Crossroads is attributed to the existence of four wagon roads intersecting at this location. The north road 
went through a plantation area intersecting with the military road leading from Rockport to Benton. The 
east road meandered to the Saline River as Pratt's Feny continuing on through small settlement forms to 
Pine Bluff. The south road travefed though present day Leola intersecting the military road from 
Rockport to Camden by way of Tulip. Tl~e west road worked its ivay through the Big Creek settlement 
into Rockpost. The area east of Crossroads was characterized by the Saline River bottom land consisting 
of large white oak timber resources. The lay of the land east of the Crossroads began to rise in elevation. 
11 w a s  in this area that Saniuel D. B q ~ d ,  Sr.. opted to settle. 

' :amuel D. Byd, Sr., migrated west to Arkansas from the area of Pickwic k Landing. Hardin Count?. 
--' Cennessee, around 1 846- 1 545. He traveled to the area with other members of his family. Specifically. 

the other members of his family were brothers Lawrence Cherry Byd ;  William Buck Byrd; a sister and 
brother-in-law. John Barnes and Ernmaline Jane Byrd and their families. John and Emmaline settled in 
the Grapevine area in Grant County south of present day Sheridan. Samuel, Lslu~ence and William Buck 
settled in the Poye11 and Big Creek areas. There is family lore that Lntvrence and his wife, Hannah 
Detaney Batchelor, operated an inn for travelers, just south of Samuel's homestead, where they provided 
food. k d d f  ng, forage for the animals and libations. They had moved west into the Big Creek comrnllnitv 
prior to the Civil War; however, they were in residence at Poyen during the time SamueI built the log 
room in 9.848. Samuel was noted on the poll tax rolls for 1848 in Fenter Township, Hot Spring County. 
Arkansas. Tt is highly probable that Lawrence and his family shared Samuel's residence at the same time. 

In 1850 in Hot Spring County, Arkansas, Samuel was married to Tabirha Jane Reed by Eli Soffield. an 
ordained minister. There is substantial genealogy tracing Samuel's farnilq', but as of present all is known 
of Tabitha Jane is tl~at she was from Tennessee. Samuel and Tabitha are listed on the 1850 census in 
Fenter Township with his age as 36 and hers as 16. After their marsiase, the east room was constructed 
with a dogtrot separating the two rooms. Samuel D. and Tnbitha had seven children, including: Loltey 
A., William S., Mary M., Susan C., MatiIda Roxie. James C. ,  and Samuel D, Sr. On July 1, 1857, 
Samuel Byrd, Sr., was issued a Patent from the United Stated of America containing 80 acres and 
purchased same. The 1 860 census records Samuel, Sr.. as head of household with Jane and three 
children. 

ff 

- .'here is no record of Samuel. Sr., serving on either side during the Civil War. The war did have its 
presence in the vicinity of the han~estead with the battle of Jenkins Ferry occurring approximately ten 
miles south-southeast of their home. Samuel D.'s brother. Lawrence, who resided about five miles west 
in the Big Creek community, was hung by Jayhawkers (or Scalawags) when he refused ta give them 






































