
Unfted States Department of the lnterlar 
National Park Service 

ational Register of Historic Places 
iegistration Form 

This form is lor uue in neminrtln~ or ~ u r s t l n g  detsrmlnntlon~ of ~Ylglblllty for Indlwldual pr0pfll.s or dlm!ricta. Sw lnltructlonr In Oul&tlnru . - 
ter Compbting f famsl  RegGtsr Foms (Natlcncl Rs~ktsr  BulTlttn 16). Gemplats arch Ilmm by marktng "x" In the approprlrt4 M x  or by mntm* ng 
tha rqubetad ,nforwrtion I! mn rtem dwm no1 m ~ ~ t y  !o :ha ~ r o p r t y  k lnp docurnentd, rntbr "MA" fw "m qpbLbI4 " For lun~lon8, atylal, maoflda. 
and armrn of ~~pnlf~cnnco, ontor only tha cmto~orlmm a-E a~bC&tegOrse# Il8t*d In !h# I ' l 8 t w l o ~ l  For bddltlonrl rprcm umm contlnumtron 8 h ~ r 1  
(Forw 1b900m) type all mntr~en, 

1, Nmms ol Property 

Olhar nameslslte number 

2. locutla 
ntrse: 8 nur !!_of1 streets J not lor publlcr 
clty, town h vlcinlty a 
state .4rkmsas coda AP, county ~ u l t o n  \ coda AR 049 zlp code j 3  5 54 

" -- 

3. Clnsslficetlon 
O w n e t ~ ~ 1 3  01 Property Category of Propem Numb@? 07 R s ~ o u r c s ~  wlthln Ptops'ty 

prlvale building(&) Contrlbutlnp Non~ontributlng 
Cj publ~c-local dmtrict 1 bulldinor) 

publrc-State site ~ l t s a  
publtc-Federal ulr~ctute 2 - utructutes 

Object 0bJectS 
3 T otek 

me oT related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resourcss previously 
VIA listed Pn the National Register N l A  

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
I 

I As 1 he dsslgnated aclthority under the Nat~anal Hislor~c Preservation Act ol 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomhnatlon request for determrnation of eligibility meets the dmumsntation standerds lor registering propertias in the 

meet the National Reg~sler criteria. Sm corm 

State or Feaeral agency snd bureau 

( In my opinion, the propeny meets C doer not msel the Nstionsl Register eritsrla. 13 Sem conlinuatlon aham 

I iiii or Federal aosrrcv and bureau I 
-- -- 

5. Nettonal Park Sewice Certlflcatlon 
I, hereby, ceR~f.# that th~s  prapecy IS 

E e n t e r e d  - In the Nat~onal Regkster. 

- See ctlnt~nunl~on sheet 
gdetermined ellglble for the National 

Register. 0 See continuallon sheet 

I d e t e r m i n e d  not sligible for the 
National Register. 

3 removed from the National Register. 
0 other. (expiam:) 

SIgnntur& 01 the Kwper Date el Acllon 



6. Function or Use 
- Historic Functions (enter categories from inst ructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DO!ESTIC;/Sinp.le b e l l i n g  DOMESTICIHotel 

7 .  Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instruczlons) 
{enter categories from ~nstructions) 

Other : American Foursquare 
foundat ,on Stone 
walls WOODIlu'ea therboard 

roof Asphalt 
ol her 

Describe prgsent and historic physical appearance. 

I 

sea continuation sheet 



8. Statemi $nlfjcance 
Certsfy~ng otr~clar nas considered Ihe signif~cancs of this property in relation to other propert~es: 

nationally fl statewide locally 

~plicable Nalional Register Criteria ~ I A  B WC ED 

reria Chnsideratlons (Exceptions) 1714 0 DC ID E F 0 6  

Areas of Significance tenter categories from instructions) 
. kch i  tec ture - 

Period OF Significance Significant Da!s; 
1908 X/ A 

Cultural Affiliation 
K l G  

Signtlicant Person 
h- "h - -  / 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown --- -- 

State srgnificance ot propeq, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance nofed ab:;.c. 



9. Major Bl bllog_raphlcml Rsfertsncer 

Pnvlou& documantctlon on tI1m (NPS]: 
pr~llmlnary detatmlnat'ron of Indlvldud IlMlnq (56 CFR 07) 
has bean r#~68tad 
pnvioualy llatee In the Natlonal RsglMln 
pnvloualy datnrmlnad sllglble by the Nrtlonal Regl~tsr 
da8l~n&tbd a Natlonal Hlater3e Landmark 
rbcordsa by HHl~lorCc Amar~can Bulldlngs 
Survey % 

~scatdrd by Hr8lor~c Arnerlcan Engtneerlng 

'Prlmlry loc~tlon el nddltlonrl drtr: 
:S] Stars hlatarlc preservation otllce 

B Other Srrts apcrncy 
Federal agency 
Local gbvernmsnt 
Ynlvsrslty 
mhe, 

Spscl7y repqlitory: 
Record # 

0. Gsographlcal Deta 
,ereage of property L*~SS than Gne 

UTM References 
A I 1 , 5 1  6 3 1 0 4 , 0  , 4 , 0 1 3 , 9 ; 6 , 0  01 

Zone Essz~ng Northing 
B W  l ' l l l l l  

tone  Eastrng 
u 
North~ng 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descrtpfion 

See contknustlon rhwt 

Boundary Ju8tlflca~lon 
This boundary includes a l l  the proprty  historically associated k i t h  this resource. 

see continuation sheet 

1. Form Prsparsd By 
- namefiitle Kenqet3 5 t o n .  Archtectural Ifistorim 

lorgnnizalion . kbnsas  Historic Preserva t lon Promam date Ju ly  31. 1990 - 
ntreet & n u m b r  225 E ,  Markham S t . .  S u t e  200 telephone 1501 3 3 11 - / "63 - 
city or iwun Lj t t l e  Rock state BxkanSaS zip c d ~  177131 



I 
United States Depadment of the Interlor 
National Park Sewice 

Jational Register of Historic Places 
I Continuation Sheet 

7 1 
Section number Page 

Summary 

The T.H. Morris House is a two-and-one-half stmy, wood frame residential building of the 
architectural tw known as "Arnesican Foursquare." It features a single story front porch with 
balustrades on both the parch deck and the rmf. The building is sited on a hillside in a 
residential nelghborhd of Mammoth Spring which is adjacent to the downtown. 

Elaboration 

The T.H. Morris House is a two-and-one-half story, w d  frame residential building designed 
in vernacular architectural style that has become known as "American Foursquare" with slight 
Colonial Revival detailing. me plan of the main pan of the house is rectangular; a single 
story, hipped mf, combination novelty sided kitchen and w d  lattice porch extends from the 
southern or rear elevation of the house, to which is  also anached a smaller, shed roof well- 
house, which is also sheathed with novelty siding below lattice. The front porch extends across 
almost the entire front and is c o v e ~ d  with a flat roof. Two brick chimneys -- one placed in 
the center of the main blmk and the other attached to the exterior wall at the rear of the 
house -- vent the smsture. The cut-stone and brick foundation supports the weatherboarded 
walls, all of which $ w e d  with a hipped, composition shingle roof. 

& p a  
The northern or Front elevat~on of the house is symmetricd with the sole exception of the 
placement of the single-leaf front enay off-center to the east. The windows on the second 
story are one-over-one w d  sash. The eastern window on the fmt flm is also one-aver- 
one wood sash; the western window, however, features a 77-pane, leaded stained-glass window 
above a large, single-pane fixed window below. The house is entered via the single story 
porch, which is accessed by the tall, wood staircase with its simple, square newel posts and 
balusters. The porch itself consists of four box colu'ms and two attached pilasters, all with 
simple capitals and bases, supponing a boxed entablature and flat porch roof. The baluster on 
the fust level is turned, while that above is composed of sot id, square posts. A central, hipped 
dormer with six f ~ e d  panes completes the elevation. 

The western elevation is fenestrated with two syrnmetricdy-placed one-over-one wood sash 
windows on the second floor. On the first flmr, an identical double-hung window i s  placed 
to the north and a be-s ided,  hipped mf bay projects from the wall to she south. A single- 
leaf enay provides access to the hipped roof ell at the back of the house and a pair of smaller 
one-over-one w d  sash windows to the south finishes the elevation. The eastern elevation is 
lighted with two evenly-spaced one-over-one w d  sash windows on the second flmr and a 
cenual, smaller fixed stained glass window placed between the floors to light the stairwell 
inside. The first floor is lighted with a large single pane window surmounted with a fixed -- stained glass transom to the south and a tall, one-over-one wood sash window placed to the 
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north. The hipped roof ell and its shed extension are sheathed with novelty siding below and 
lattice above; the shed roof section is entered via singIe-leaf entries placed on both its northern 
and southern elevations. Like the front, both the eastern and western elevations aIso feature 
a six-pane hipped roof dormer placed centrally on the main block of the house. 

The southern elevation is Iighted by a grouped pair of one-over-one wood sash windows (the 
upper sash of which have been omamenred with false, diamond-shaped rnuntins) placed 
cenwally in the wall of the rear, hipped roof ell. 

Apart from the balustrades and the stained glass, the noteworthy exterior derails are few. The 
trim around the windows is simple and features slightly projecting, decorative lintel and sill 
Pim on some of the windows. 

The interior of the house has recently been restored to its original appearance. The windows 
and doors thoughout feature the typically simple molded woud aim, stained a dark mahogany 
color. Dark, panelled wood pocket doors divide several of the rooms on the fxst floor. A pair 
of glass French doors separate the main parlor from the entrance hall near the front of the 
house; the focal point of the entrance ha11 is the mahogany-stained, half-tum pine staircase. 
A comer fireplace in the dining room is finished with a carved oak mantelpiece and beveled 
mirror. The ceilings are plaster and visually divided into squares with decorative, thin wood 
strips, and the wood f l m s  are the original stained, long needle pine. 

The T.H. Morris House remains virtually unchanged in appearance. The current owner recently 
cut a breakfast nook into one comer of the rear kitchen; otherwise the house is just as ir was 
when it was constructed. The roof balustrade on the porch had been removed some time in 
the past, but has since been restosed. 

Included in the nomination is the entire y a d ,  which includes the original wrought iron fence, 
a concrete s t m  cellar and an associated wood frame, gable roof outbuilding that served as 
both a coal cellar and an equipment storage shed. 
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Summary Criteria C, local significance 

The T.H. Moms House is the best surviving example in Mammoth Spring of the type of 
residence known as "American Foursquare," widely considered to be a CoIonial Revival 
subtype, though there is little ovedy Colonid Revival detailing on the building itself. 

Elaboration 

In 1908, Mammoth Spring, Arkansas was a bustling resort community, conveniently locared 
as it was on the Kansas City, FOR Scott and Memphis Railroad (Eater known as the St. Louis 
and San Francisco, now called the Burlington Northern), the only railroad that traversed Fulton 
County. The community was named for the underground spring which surfaces ar this location, 
forming the sole source for the Spring River (measuring 180 feet in diameter, the spring 
discharges a constant volume of 45,W cubic feet per minute, regardless of season; it is 
considered to be the largest such spring in the United States). The earliest settlement in the 
area was h a t e d  across the state line in Missouri, bur the entire community largely relocated 
after the sailroad came through in 1883. 

With the arrival of the railroad, the Arkansas community of M m o t h  Spring became one of 
the largest reson communities in this section of the Ozarks. By 1908, its tourist industry 
supported three large hotels, several boarding houses, an opera house, a mill near the mouth 
of the spring which produced 500 barrels of flour per day, a cotton gin, several churches, TWO 

local newspapers and several successful: businesses. One of these businesses was Mammoth 
Spring Hardware, owned by Mr. T.H, Momis. This enterprise not onIy sold hardware, but as 
was common for hardware stores of the period, also sold coffins, with Mr. Morris senling as 
funeral director. 

At the time of its construction, Bethel S m t  formed the spine of the most select residential 
neighborhood in Mammoth Spring. The most prominent families of the community built new 
homes on Bethel Street around the turn of the century, and Mr. Morris was no exception. Mr. 
Momis built this house for his wife and his four children, which included three daughters md 
one son, but. he also built it for the presentation as one Iooked up the hill from the 
business district of M m o t h  Spring. 

The T,H. Moms House is significant within its neighborhod in Mammoth Spring as the most 
pure example of an American Foursquare house. Other contemporaneous residences on Bethel 
Smet are similar in plan and elevation, but all others also exhibit the overt influence of some 
other traditional architecsural style. As a vernacular solution to the need far greater usable 
space coupled with a massive, pdatial presence, the T.H. Morris House smds as the best 

-A example of this particularly American type. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the point forrned by the intersection of the eastern edge of 6th Street with a 
perpendicular line running along the southern elevation of the cod stomge/equiprnent storage 
shed, praceed easterly dong said line to its intersection with a perpendicular line running along 
the eastern elevation of the coal storagclequipment storage shed; thence proceed nonherly 
along said line to its intersection with a petpendicular line formed by the southern edge of 
Bethel Street; thence proceed westerly along said edge to its intersection wit the eastern edge 
of 6th Street; rhence proceed southerly to the point of beginning. 


























