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CONDITION CHECK ONE . CHECK ONE 
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-EXCELLENT ,DETERInRATED ,UNALTERED XORIGINALBITE 
XGOQD ,RUINS EALTERED -MOVED DAY: 

-FAIR ,UIUEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
The Faulkner County Library, built in 1895 as the Faulkner County Jail, is a 

rectangular (26' x 23') structure with tower. The two storey building is masonry 
with a stucco finish, There are four windows on each facade with the two lower 
ones being s l i g h t l y  off set. Windows have stone l i n t e l s  and sills, and are.six- 
over-six l i g h t s .  The main entrance to t h e  building is a slightly projecting Roman 
arch. The fomdation is of rusticated stone. The building has a corbeled carnice 
which terminates at the  corners in smooth finished pilasters. The hipped roof once 
composed of tin shingles with tower f i n i a l  and roof cresting is now c o p o s i t i o n  shf ngles. 
An awning now Leads to t h e  front entrance and there has been the addition af 
shutters. 

The first annex was consZructed in 1958 and measures 4 0 '  x 36' and is located 
on the northeast. Another annex was added in 1964 measuring 64' x 32' on the 
southwest. Both additions are painted concrete block. 

The f i r s t  f loor  is divided into four  14) sections. The second floor contains 
one (1) s e c t i o n .  The tower contains the original winding stairway. 
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-IFIVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1896 8UltDER/ARCHITECT A. N. a l l e ~  - 
STATEMENT OF SlGNlFlCANCE 

The October, 1895 term of Fanlkner County Court made an appropriation of 
$2,110.00 for -the purpose of building* a county jail. The court then appointed 5,  A. 
Pence, Commissioner of County Jails.  Pence instigated a competition from which the  
design of A. N. Miller, architect,  was selected. On April 6, 1896, b i d s  were ad- 
vert ised in the Conway Democrat and Log Cabin, two weekly newspapers printed and 
published in the  county. On June 2 2 ,  1896, sealed proposals were received and re- 
viewed. Bids were awarded as follows: $2,300.00 to J. M. Courtney and T. B.  Rice 
for the completion of the building, and $117.25 to Pauly Jail Building and Manu- 
facturing  Company of St. Zauis for i ron  works in cells, window guards, doors, sewer 
and water pipes. 

In 1934, the American Legion took as its national project "Aid to Libraries,'" 
ren it was learned that t h e  Economic Recovery A c t  was providing funds to establish 

libraries, the Conway u n i t  of the legion auxilliary applied fo r  such a project in 
Faulkner County. The E. R. A. agreed to pay $53 .00  a month salary to a librarian. 
The library then had to obtain 535 volumes before Juce 10, 1935, which it did  through 
gifts to the  library. In 1939, the library, now with 637 volumes, moved to the Old 
Jail which was renovated, remodeled a d  furnished with Pcxks Projects R6!ministraticn 
funds, The Arkansas Library Conmission gave the institution $10,000 for t h e  purchase 
of  books. A one (1) m i l l  t a x  was vcted in 1954 for the support and vainte~ance of 
the library. There have been two expansions. A 40' x 36' addition was built in 
1958 and in 1964 a 61' x 32' structure was added. 

The roof, once Courtright pattern tin shingles,  is now composition. Roof 
cresting and finials are gone. me shed porch which runs across the south f r o m  the 
tower to t h e  end of that facade was removed by the W. P. A., and t h e  building was 
stuccoed. The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  building was completely remodeled in 1938 and there 
are no traces of the j a i l  f ixtures .  

This  structure is now the  oldest remaining publicly owned building in Faulkner 
County. Zt is well documented. The specif icat ions are on f i l e  in the Faulkner 
County Courthouse, (Book No. 9, Page 464) .  They a t t e s t  to this building" strructural 
stability. 



Faulkner County Court Records 
Book 9, Pages 431-432, 463-4372, 485-486, 489-492; 1895-1896 
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