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---1--11---1------3---=====9-----==---------------------------------F-----7 ...................... 
1. Name of Property ................................................................ --------- ----------------------------------------------------------------DQ--------- 

historic name: 0. L. Dunawav House 

other name/site number: FA0407 

==------- ---------------------------------------------------------------- -------LI---------------------------------------------------------------- 

2 .  Location 
-*------------------------------------------------------------------------- - ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
street & number: 920 Center Street 

not f o r  publication: 

city/town: conwav vicinity: U/A 

state: county: Faulkner code : zip code: 72032 

---t=pt====T=== : = = = = = = = = B l t = = = = = = = = = = = r = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = s m - - -  

3 .  Clamsiffeation ------------------ - , , , , - - - , , , - - - - - - -am~u~==~~~~=tr============================================ 

Ownership of Property: Private 

Category of Property: Buildins 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 



0. L. Dunawav House Faulkner Countv. AR 
Name of  Property County and S t a t e  

-----------------------=------------------------------------------ ==== .----------------------- ---------*------*------------------------- 

4 ,  State/Federal Agency Certification 
------------------------------------------------------------------======--- .................................................................. --- 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
request fo r  determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards fo r  registering properties in the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c  Places and meets t h e  procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 3 6  CFR P a r t  60. In my opinion, the property X meets 
- does not  meet t h e  National Register Criteria. See continuation 

Date 
6 - 4 4 6  

Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property X meets does not m e e t  the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other  official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Q = = = = = = = = t = X l = = = = = = = = = = = S = = = = ~ = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = ~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = = = = = ~ = = = ~ 6 ~ U ~ ~  

5'. National Park Service Certification 
=1=========1==1============2=================================================== 

I, hereby certify that t h i s  property is: 

- entered in t he  National Register 
- See continuation sheet.  - determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed f r o m  the National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 
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6 .  Function or Use 
==================================================aa======================= 

Historic: DOMESTIC Sub: Sinale dwellins 

Current : DQMESTIC Sub: Sinsle dwellins 

-----------t9"t-I-------r---------------------------------- ----------- --------- ------------------------------======tPtr=c==xx==== 
7 .  Description 
--------1---1--1-1------------------------------------------------ ----------------- ------------------------------------------------========= 
Architectural Classification: 

Prairie 
Other 

Other Description: American Foursmare 

Materials: foundation Brick roof A s ~ h a l t  
walls Brick other NJA 

~ e s c r i b e  present and historic physical appearance. - Seecontinvation 
sheet. 

Located at 920 Center Street, the 0. L. Dunaway House is a two-story, brick 
masonry residence designed in t h e  vernacular style  known as American 
Foursquare, but with relatively strong Prairie style influences. The broad, 
almost square plan of t h e  main house block is augmented only  by a small, 
single story gable roof projection near the house's rear or eastern 
elevation, a non-historic window bay projection on the eastern elevation, and 
the single story, hipped roof wrap-around porch t h a t  extends across t he  
western or front elevation and wraps around to the nor the rn  elevation. A 
single exterior brick chimney rises through t h e  roof's southern slope. The 
hipped, asphalt s h i n g l e  roof and brick walls rest upon a continuous brick 
foundation. 

Elaboration 

The 0. L. Dunaway House is a two-story, brick masonry residence designed in 
the vernacular style known as American Foursquare, but w i t h  relatively strong 
?rairie style influences. The broad, almost square plan of the main house 



0. L. Dunawav House 
Name of Property 

Faulkner Countv, Aa 
County and State 

,lock is augmented only by a small, single s t o r y  gable roof projection near 
the house's rear or eastern elevation, a non-historic window bay projection 
on the eastern elevation, and the single story,  hipped roof wrap-around porch 
that extends across the western or front elevation and wraps around to the 
northern elevation. A single exterior b r i c k  chimney rises through the roof's 
southern slope. The hipped, asphalt shingle roof and brick walls rest upon 
a continuous brick foundation. 

The front or w e s t e r n  elevation features a full-width covered porch which 
wraps halfway around the northern s i d e  of the house. The roof is supported 
over the porch by f ive  brick columns on t he  f ront ,  and one on the northwest 
elevation, and is accessed by t w o  concrete steps. A centered single-leaf six 
panel door provides the main entrance, opening directly into t h e  living room. 
m o  sets of three-aver-one double-hung t r i p l e  windows flank the front door 
and illuminate t h e  dining and living rooms. The upper story is fenestrated 
by a pair of similar windows lighting the upstairs sitting roam and t r ip le  
w i n d o w s  lighting the master bedroom. 

The southern elevation is lighted on t he  first and second stows by two pairs 
of single three-over-one double-hung windows that flank the fireplaces. A 
pair of similarly-constructed windows light the downstairs bedroom, while a 
set of t r i p l e  windows light the upstairs office. The northern elevation is 
illuminated by a set of double-hung three-over-one triple windows off of the 
lining room, and a similar pair of windows off the breakfast room. A wood 
bar of nine-pane rectilinear design opens into the breakfast room from the 
,rap-amund porch. On the second s t o r y ,  two pairs of three-aver-one d o a l e -  
sung windows light the nursery and the northwest bedroom, respectively. 

The rear or eaetern elevation is fenestrated on the first story by a single 
three-over-one double-hung window which lights the breakfast room. A 
similarly-constructed pair of windows provide Light to the downstairs 
bedroom. A small one-over-one double-hung window lights the bathroom off t he  
downstairs bedroom. The kitchen is illuminated by a bay window consisting of 
five one-over-one windows, as well as a nine-light steel. panel door accessed 
by two concrete steps. On the second story, a band of f ou r  double-hung 
t hree-over-one w i n d o w s  provide light to the sleeping porch. Three similar 
singbe windows of varying size illuminate the stairway, upstairs bathroom and 
nursery. 

The interior retains much of its original detail, including several multi- 
pane French doors, original door and window trim, and a tapestry brick, 
bracketed fireplace. 

The 0. L. Dunaway House remains Largely i n t a c t ,  the most significant 
alteration being the addition of a modern bay window on t h e  rear elevation to 
provide more light to the kitchen. 

-------==-=----==-------------------- ------- ---- --------------------=------------------------------- ---- 
8 ,  Statement of Significance 
==============================i==e=========================================a=== 

rertifying official has considered the significance of t h i s  property in 
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County and S t a t e  

relation other properties: Local lv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : 

Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE 

Period (s) of Significance : 1923 

Significant Dates: 1923 

Significant Personls): N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

ArchitectJBuilder: Unknown 

State significance of property, and j u s t i f y  criteria, criteria 
considerationa, and areas and periods of significance noted above. - - See continuation s h e e t .  

S-rY Criterion C, local significance 

The 0. L. Dunaway House is locally significant under C r i t e r i o n  C by virtue of 
its status as the best known example of an American Foursquare w i t h  strong 
P r a i r i e  style influences. Though t h e  plan of the main house block is 
fundamentally square, t h e  low, spreading roofline, t h e  wrap-around porch and 
the heavy brick porch columns all lend the design the heavy, horizontal 
emphasis t ha t  was a defining feature of the Prairie s ty le .  

Elaboration 

The town of NIConway Stationn was laid out and platted by Colonel Asa Peter 
Robinson, a L i t t l e  Rock and Fort Smith  Railroad official who in 1871 was 
granted a section of land of his own choice by the railroad on which to build 
a town. By 1073 Conway became t h e  Faulkner County seat and a prosperous 
railroad town (now served by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern 
Railroad after t h e  demise of t he  L i t t l e  Rock and Ft. Smith Railroad) in the 
aidst of rich farming country. It was incorporated on October 9 ,  1875, and 
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County and Sta te  

liuickly grew into a bustling city, primarily due to its being an important 
regional hub f o r  the surrounding farmers. Conway served t h e  regional 
agricultural community both as a transportation center for selling and 
conveying their crops to an international marketplace and as a mercantile 
outlet where local farmers could purchase various staples and commodities. 
Over t i m e  the  Conway merchants adjusted to the seasonal nature of this form 
of commerce and built a thriving commercial center that continues to be 
economically vital. By the early twentieth century Conway also became an 
educational center in t he  state, being the host to both t h e  Arkansas State 
Normal School (later the  Arkansas State  Teachers College, now t h e  University 
of Central Arkansas} and Hendrix College. 

The oldest residential neighborhood of the city - -  in which t h e  0. L. Dunaway 
House is located - -  largely reflects t h e  architectural styles popular in t h e  
f i rs t  decades of the twentieth century, when Conway experienced such dramatic 
growth. The lots upon which t h e  0. L. Dunaway House was built were part of 
the original pla t  for the town of Conway as laid out by Colonel Asa P. 
Robinson himself. 

Oscar Lee  Dunaway was born in the nearby community of B e r y l  on February 14, 
1872, the grandson of John D. Dunaway, Sr., who  had semed as a member of the 
Arkansas Constitutional Convention in 1874 and as a sta te  senator between 
1886 and 1890. 0. L. received two degrees from Wendrix College: a bachelor 
~f philosophy degree in 1897 and later a bachelor of arts. He went on to 
.am a mastexts degree from George P e a M y  College for Teachers in Nashville, 
.ennessee in 1919. He returned to Arkansas to teach school and to senre as 
superintendent of schools in Prescott, Texarkana, Texas, and H o t  Springs. He 
moved to Conway in 1922 to accept a job with the Keystone V i e w  Company (a£ 
Meadville, Pennsylvania), a dealer of school supplies. 

6. L. Dunaway also served as a founder and superintendent of t h e  Arkansas 
Christadelphian B i b l e  School, reputedly the f irst  such school in the w o r l d ,  
which initially convened on July 18, 1923 in Martinville, Arkansas. This 
school was eventually attended by res idents  of 31 states  and Canada, with an 
average annual enrollment of approximately 5 0 0  students. The Arkansas 
Christadelphian B i b l e  School was described as not centering on preaching 
repentance. Rather, it was literally a bible school, focusing on t he  
Scriptures and the buf lding of f a i t h .  0. L. also worked as a traveling 
speaker for the Christadelphians, delivering lectures sponsored by that 
organization. 

He married Blanch Scanlan, originally of Bee Bxanch, Arkansas, on February 
17, 1903. Their union produced six children, five of whom survived to 
adulthood and attended college in Conway. 

Built in 1923, the 0. L. Dunaway House is locally significant under Criterion 
C by virtue of its status as the best known example of an American Foursquare 
with strong Prairie style influences, Though the plan of t h e  main house 
block is fundamentally square, the l o w ,  spreading roofline, t h e  wrap-around 
~ o r c h  and the heavy brick porch columns all Lend the design the heavy, 
orizontal emphasis t h a t  w a s  a defining feature of the Prairie s ty le .  As 
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Juch it is locally-significant under Criterion C. 

==========f=====================================================E========== 
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- See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file INPSS : 

preliminary determination of individual listing 136 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 
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previously listed in t h e  National Register 
- previously determined eligible by t h e  National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other s ta te  agency 
- Federal agency . - Local government 
- University 
- Othe r  - -  Specify Repository: 
===========CP===r==============================x=========================== 

10. Geographical D a t a  .......................................... .......................................... ====-------I---------------- ------------------------===== 
Acreage of Property: Less than one 

WTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal. Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet .  

Lot 7 and the northern half of Iat 8, Block 2 5 ,  Robinson's Plan of Conway, 
Faulkner County, Arkansas. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes a l l  the property historically associated with t h i s  
resource. 

===I======================================================================= 

11, Form Prepared By 
=e========================================================================= 

Name/Title: Ken Story. National Re~ister/Sumey Coordinator 

Organization: Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram Date: 06/03/96 

Street h Number: 3 2 3  Telephone: 

C i t y  or Town: Little Rock State: AX, Zip: 72201 






