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Property NameJessie B. Smith House Address Route 1, Box 189A 

~ o c a t  ion Forydce Fordyce, AR 72742 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Date/s C .  1890 

kRCH I T ECTURAL DE SCR I PT 1 CIV 
- 

Located at 2CO9Charlotte Street, this simple detailed residence serves 
as a good example of the  persistant use of the t r a d i t i o n a l  central hall 
house form throughout  the  l a s t  quar ter  of the nineteenth century. This 
weatherboard-sided gable-roofed structure is three bays wide and one bay 
deep with an exter ior  br ick  chimney located on the north end elevation. 
Side-by-side double sash windows w i t h  two-over-two l i g h t s  flank the  
front entrance and are simply framed. The focal point of the house is 
t h e  a t tached f r o n t  perch with jigsaw-cut brackets and trim and six 
chamfered and at tenuated  posts with square pedestal bases. Alterations 
to t h e  house include e l l  and shed additions to the rear and two screened 
porches. 

STATEMENT OF Sl G N l  FICANCE 

The Jesse 6 .  Smith House is an excellent example of the local in te rpre ta t ion  
of t h e  early urban house type in Dallas County. The central h a l l  house became 
t h e  popular plan  for t he  urban areas t h a t  developed as  a result of t h e  
railroad and lumber industry. Located in Fordyce, the railroad center of 
t h e  area, t h e  circa 1890 Smith House illustrates t h e  impact of t h e  outside 
popular culture on t h e  l o c a l  architecture brought about by t he  railroad. 
Prosper i ty  fo r  the emerging middle class in Dallas County demanded the 
more ssately central h a l l  plan where as the decorative porch of the Smith 
dwelling ref lec t  the growing awareness and use of the popular style elements 
heretofore identified with the  affluent sector of the county. 

Acreage: less than 1 
Quadrangle Name: Fordyce Quad rang l e Sca l e : 1 : 24000 
UTM Reference: 15 554840/3741550 
Verbal Boundary Description: 

Black 1 Lot 3, Holderness Reservation, City of  Fordyce. 






