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Tulip Cemetery is significant in its association with the early setzlement 
of the Tulip area. Tulip is located In a rich fanning area in the nor thcentra l  
section of Dallas County. The pioneers, who settf ed the community based 
primarily on a plentationlslave economy, developed Tulip as a place of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  economic, social, and educational prosperity in the  1840's and 
1850's. The antebellum period proved to be Tulip's most important  one. 
The impact of t h e  C i v i l  War and Reconstruction devastated t h e  plantatianJslave 
eeonony which would not be supplanted by ano the r  sysrem during those periods. 
Tulip was, however, Dallas County" moost important: of earliest communities and 
i t s  settlcrs were not only t h e  earliest and most prominent in t h e  area but in 
the county. Tulip's resources for t h i s  most important era a re  t h e  f e w  pre-Civil 
War outbuildings on the Butler-Matthews Homestead and Tulip Cemetery. Tulipts 
Cemetery conrains t h e  only resources associated w i t h  pioneers such as t he  
Qverton's, Smith" and Reids. The cemetery w e l l  represents those who are 
buried thc re in .  Many of the oldest  graves are marked with large rectangular 
slabs laid on t h e  ground. Unasual in Arkansas, this f o n  indicates early 
settlement as it is a custom of grave marking brought by those of the late 
18th and early 19th centuries from the east .  I n  Tulip Cemetery, a grave marked 
in this manner, is that of Kesiah Reid, 1767-1858, who came to Tulip from North 
Carolina i n  t h e  1840's. Tulip Cemetery is significant to the history of Dallas 
County as the only resource associated with those early settlers who developed 
Tul. ip  . 

A R M t T K W R A L  EXRI PTIm - .  

Tulip Cemetery is located j u s t  southwest of early settlement of Tul ip .  This 
rectangular cemetery sits jusr behind the Tulip Methodist Church an a 
high  spo t  in the slightly rolling landscape. Enclosed by a wire f ence  with 
an arched stone entrance in t he  east end, the cemetery contains approximately I 

Sour hundred graves oriented east-west. The earliest grave is that of 
thirty year o l d  Elizabeth Marshall who died in 1347. Other graves are 
those of  settlers who were b r n  i n  the late 18th century, including Kesiah 
Reid 1767-1858. n7e e a r l i e s t  granite and limestone markers which range 
from slabs laid f l a t  on the ground to t ab l e r s  and obelisks ornamented 
with urns, crosses, and nillows, often tell from what county and s t a t e  
the deceased had come. .bong those buried in t h e  cemetery are six Civil 
War veterans whosc plain tablet markers are inscr ibed with the letters CSA. 
Soon after t h e  turn of the century, modern commercial markers of grani te  
and marble became popular and are scattered throughout the cemetery. 
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Acreage : 2 . 7 1  
Quad rang l e Name : Tul ip  Quadrangle Sca le :  1:24000 
UTM Reference: A '  15 531660/3770660 

B 15 531650/3770590 
C 15 531500/3770580 
D 15 531510/3770660 

Ve rba l Boundary Descr i p t i an : 
Commencing at the  point where Dallas Post and Tulip Road crosses t he  line 
between sections 29 and 32,  T7S R15W and running north 9% poles, thence 
west 50 poles,  thence south 9% poles, and east along the section l i n e  50 
poles to the p o i n t  of beginning. 
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DA- 7 
Tulip Cemetery 
Don Brown, photographer  
June 8, 1982 
Negative on f i l e  a t  t h e  AHPP 
View from t h e  East 



DA- 7 
Tulip Cemetery 
Don Brown, photographer 
June 8 ,  1982 
Negative on f i l e  at the AHPP 
V i e w  from the East 
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