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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORISfNAL ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 1 
Mount Olive United ~ethcdisk Church is a s k p l e ,  Gothic-style, brick 
structure. Completed in 1889, the building cost $900 to construct. 
The structure is rectangular in shape with a cast-stone foundation, 

S e t  into the southeast corner of the building is a hipped-roof b e l l  tower, 
'She Gothic entry on the east elevation of t h i s  tower is set i n t o  n 
slightly recessed panel.. Over these double-entry doors is a horizontal 
pane of glass divided into two equal sections which £om a base for the 
Gothic-shaped transom. The transom is marked by a center pane in a 
d i m n d  shape flank& by a divided Gothic-shaped pane on each side.  Above 
the entry i s  a c jzcu laz  window w i t h  a centered t r ianqular  pattern. 
Buttresses nark the three corners of the b e l l  t o w e r .  ?be south elevation 
of the bell. tower features a circular window with triangular pattern over 
a narrow do&ie-hung,~othic-shaped window. 

The fzcade of Mount Olive United Methodist C k c h  is marked by a la rge  
Gothic window. This window features three,tall,double-hung windows 
with irregular-sized rectangular panes. The upser one-third of t h e  
winzow is marked by a variety of stained glass panels in d i m n d  and 
triang?Lar shapes. 

The north and south elevations of the church fea ture  three windows  each. 
These wiz-dows are of s ta ined  glass w i t h  Gothic-style pointed heads over 
double-hung sash. The lower sash has six panes while the upper sash 
Zeaturss three rectangular panes over which are three arched panes w i t h  
three 5ianond-shaped panes in the  p i n t  of the arch. 

A l l  corners of the building are marked by buttresses, those on the south- 
w e s t  and northwest corners being smaller and simpler in design,  A band 
of cast  stone extends around the structure at the  ground level., 

On the w e s t  elevation af the church is a gabled projection which cantakns 
the  apse. A circular stained glass window with a cross i n  i t s  design 
forms the focal point of the apse. T a l l  slender Gothic-shaped w i n a o w s  
are found on the north and south elevations of the apse. 

Tne in ter ior  of l4ount Olive TJniteiI Metho2ist Church ap?ears much the 
sama as in 169 9. The o r g i n 2 1  c e i l i n g  of nazrow-slanlc :Q?CI~  ar,Z the '.:ide- 
plank pine floors remain- 

The chancel features a small rail5ng w i t h  delicately tu rned  posts. The 
three rows of hardwood pews in thz structure remain in excellent condition 

. . 
The focal point of the in ter ior  of the church is t he  apse. It is nawked 
by a ci rcular  window with  a cmss desig3 in the stained glass .  Tall, 
slender, Gothic-sha?ed windw~rs on the north znd south v:alls oE thho gpse 
illuminate the arez, 
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Mount Olive U n i t e d  Methodist Church remains basically in o r i g i n a l  condit ion.  
An extensive restoration was undertaken in t h e  fall of 1975 which included 
t h e  replacement of stained glass in the windows and a new foundation. 

Wunt Olive United Iqethdist  Church in Van Burcn rests on a corner lot, 
surrounded by a rock wall. Its age, excellent condi t ion ,  simple Gothic 
touches and importance to the black community combine ta make Mount O l i v e  
United :,!ethodist: Church an important h i s t o r i c a l  lardmark- 
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Constructed in 1889, Fount O l i v e  United Hethodist Church in Van Buren, 
Arkansas, is a significant historic structure in its rqresenta t ion of 
black culturaL development in Crawford County. Located'in a city af  
historical significance in itself, the church stands out: as one of the 
more important landmarks in Van Busen.  In addition to its continual 
use as a religious i n s t i t u t i o n  and its representation oE black history, 
the skLple Gothic-style architecture of Bount O l i v e  U n i t &  Methodist 
Church fu r the r  enhances the signif icance of the structure. 

Since t k s  beginnings of Methodism in the  U n i t e d  Stakes there has bezn 
part ic ipt ion in i t s  membership by blacks- In 1829 the South Carolina 
Methodist Conference officially organized a system of missionaries to 
the s1tv3 population. Fxom this a system of Methodist missions for 
blacks sprang up all over the South, It is generally accepted that, 
Mount OlLve Unit& Methodist Church in Van Buren, Arkansas, is tho 
oldest Xack congregation of the United Methodist Church w e s t  or' the 
Mississi2pi Ever. 

llount 9live United Eethodist Church was organized, in 1869 by 3- E, 
Pollard. A t  its origins the chrch consisted of thirty-eight members 
who wera neifly emancipated slaves. They m e t  in a frame building on 
Main Street in Van Buren,  By 1889 the congregation had grown enough 
to warrant construct ion of a new and larger structure. The present 
structure was constructed at the cast of $900 by t h e  rne~hers of the  
church, - many of whom were former slaves. The church building was com- 
pleted in 1889. 

I r n m t  O l i v e  l initez Methodist Church was YIP location of t h e  first anrtr?a? 
session of t h e  Little Rock Conference  of Methodists in February, 1997, 
and hosted t h e  Conference four more times. 

It was an active and prestigious church which maintained a strong con- 
gregation up until the 1950's when black pzaple began movir?g away fron 
the area. However, t h e  small congregation at present is made u~ nf the 
people who have recogmized the his tor ical  irrportance of the church 
enough to instigate the renovation of the bui ld inq.  

Id!!sunt Olive United M ~ t h d i s t  Church is probably t h e  n?os'c siynificant 
s t r u c t u r e  associated with black history in t h e  C i t y  of Vat1 Buren. A s  
representative of a seFen t  of black history, t h e  s t ruc ture  stands as 
an important local landmark- 
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