
I No. 

UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOK 
NATlONAL PARK SERVICE K~ LJ -15,7g 

, ~ A L  REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACE 
INWNTORY -- MBM'INATION FORM 

. - 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLn%IVAflONAL REGJSJER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRrES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 1 

HISTORtC 
p , -. , C '  .:I ,) 

I. 
*-. I, 

ANDIOA COMMON 
t 

i 

STREET & NUMBER : 
Court %pare ,NOT FOB WBUCA?YON 

CITY. TOWN C0MGAESStONAL DISTRICT 

-kkiqnolia - VICINITY OF 4 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE i 

CATEGORY OWHE ASHIP STATUS PRESf NT U S E  
-0lSIRICT >PUBLIC ~ O K U P I E D  AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

f XBUILDINGIS) ,PRIVATE ,uNocmPKD ,eOaAMERuAh ,PARK 

,STWJCTURE ,BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS -EPUCATIOWAC ,PRIVATE RESlDENCE 
,SITE PUBLIC ACQllISETlON ACCESS1 t3 LE -ENTERTAINMEN7 ,REUGIOUS 
, O E J E ~  JM PROCESS -YES: R E S T R ~ ~ D  -XGQVERNMENT ,SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED  YES UNRESTRICTED -1NDUSTRtAL -TRANSWRTATlOFJ 

-MO A l U T A R Y  -OTHER: 

N A M E  

Judse IEober k Henderson 
STREET & NU'MBER 

Co lqa?&ia C o ~ n t y  Court3ous c 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Hagnol i a - YICINVIT OF ArF_ansas 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDSEmc county CIezk ' Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

Col~rnhi;?.  C o c n : ~  C c ~ r t ! ? o ~ s e  
CiTY. TOWN STATE 

Kzqno'i?. -kansas a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVLIIS 
TITLE 

. . Surv-y of ,l,-kansas County Ccrurtbotlse 
DATE 

1975-76 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUIQTY ,LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Arkansas Eistoric Preservation PrugYaLI 

CITY. TOWN 
Hagnolia 

ST ATE 
Arkansas 



CONDITION CHECK ONE . CHECK ONE 1 
J 

~ E T E R I O R A T E D  
I 

XWCELLEMT -UNALTERED ARIGINAL SITE 
/ 

,GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

,FAIR ,UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPf ARANCE 1 
The Columbia County Courthouse, designed by W. W. H a l l  and built in 1905 is 

an example of Second Flenai3sance 3evival. The structure, rectangular i n  plan and 
domed, is composed of blond brick with stone detailing. The two storeys, separ- 
ated by an agee cornice, are articulated differently at each level. Windows at 
the  first L e v e l  have s t o m  l i n t e l s  sepaxating the i r  transoms from the window proper. 
'She sills are stone and t h e  transoms are topped by stone flat arches and pronounced 
key stones. On t h e  second level, masonry pilasters with Corinthian capitals sqp- 
arate windows which are topped by corniced stone lintels. A m o d i l l i o n d  and den- 
tieulated cornice articulates the top of the building. The foundation is of 
rusticated stdn~.. %ch ezevation is broken into  three bays. 

The north  and south elevations are identical  with the middle bay inset. The 
entrances on these elevations are i n t e r i o r  porches the openings of which are framed 
in a semi-circular s tone  arch springing from a masonry pier which is set into full 
entablature composed of Coxinthian capitals pilasters supporting a m d i l l i o n e d  
and dentiedated cornice. Above the entrance, on t he  second level, is a gallcry 
with Corinthian capitals and decorative iron railing. 

On the east elevation, a two storey, pedimented port ico forms the main enhance  
to the building. The first level of the portico is a masonry rectangle opened by 
three Raman arches on the east side and by one on the north and one on the souhh. 
The i m - p o s t s  are of stone and the arches axe stone with pronounced keystones. On 
the second level ,  a Corinthian colonnade supports a pediment containing an acanthus 
frieze. . .. . ! 1.. ".".-. - ,.. . .  , ! .  * . -.* 

The entrance, csnter. bay of the west elevation projects slightly. It also * .  * . .  - - . - - - . . - I_._ . - - 
is two Qtokisd a d  has a pedGnent anJ. acanthus frieze. A t  its first l eve l  is an 
interior porch l ike that on,the nprth and south elevations. hve .are .  ~orinthian 

4 - -  .'..-'. -.. . . , . , .  . 
pil;a'sk&!s be't-m&t~ kiirldows bays. 

< * - C .  . 
The& 'have k e n  f e w  alterations to the exterior of the  st;ucture. ~ o d e n  

windows have been replaced w i t h  metal windows and the north and south entrances 
have been ce~ented . 

The inter ior ,  however, is much altexed. Originally, there was a cross-shaped 
hall running between the four entrances. The n o r t h  to south axis is now partitioned 
into office space. Some interior surfaces have been paneled. The courtrmm on the 
second floor was originally two  stoxeys high w i t h  a gallery around the  rotunda walls. 
However, ii third flvor was built above t he  courtroom and uses space in the rotunda. 
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JNVENTtON 

-. . .- I I ' I .  I 

SPECIFIC DATES 1905 BUILDEWARCHITECT w m  W _  ~ ~ l l  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The three-storey Columbia County Courthouse, designed.by,W. W. Hal>, was..bg$lt - < I , . -  I . . ... 
in 1905. Today, its exterior remains a classic example df Second &nai-ssance 
Revival architecture. The massive, rectangular structure is composed of blond 
brick w i t h  stone d e t a i l i n g .  Only tw stories a re  apparent through observation of 
the  exterior. These floors are separated by an agee cornice. The rotunda which 
centers the building and which once housed a tall courtroom, has Men divided to 
form t w o  floors, one of which £oms the building's t h i r d  floor. 

All detailing-on the building reflects the revival of i n t e r e s t  in the Classic 
and b n a i s s a n c e  motif, which characterized much of America's and Arkansas' public 
building in the early twentieth-century. Corinthian columns, arcades, pediments, 
keystone lintels and the rotunda are a f e w  of the Neo-Classic Revival features 
found on the structure. In keeping w i t h  Renaissance,  the exterior treatment of each 
floor is articulated In di f fer ing  patterns. The north and south elevations of the 
structure are identical and the entrances to each of these elevations have been 
concreted over as the hallways leading f r o m  these eatrances have hten tra;tsfo.rmsd 
i n t o  office and storage space. The main entrance, a Roman three-bay arcade surmount- 
ed by a second floor, colonnaded portico, is hea t ed  on the e a s t  elevation, 

* . . .... . . ... - . - . - 
The basic fabric of the interior remains intact .  Ao~.revcr-,;-its osigina?. ap2ear- 

ance is much altered. The interior has been partitione& into mode& &£ice &Gee 
and many of the  origigal walls have been paneled. The original wooden stlairw.1~g 
remains and the &st-west entrance-hallway presents reasonable if someGha t worn, 
reminders o f  i t s  original appearance. The two-storey courtroom, located in the  
rotunda, has been divided into t w o  floors and t he  upper floor serves a s  a second 
courtroom Fn the building. 

Center ing  a square around which is built the Magnolia business distr ict ,  the  
'Columbia County courthouse is the  t h i r d  courthouse to occupy the site. Columbia 
County was formed in 1852 and became t h e  fifty-fifth of Arkansas' seventy-fiw 
counties. Almost immediately actor the county vas organized, a temporary log 
courthouse was b u i l t  on the south side of Magnolia's public square. Construction 
began on a permanent courthouse in 1 8 5 6 .  In 1903, a two-mill tax levy mas made for 
the construction of the present courthouse bui ld ing  and t h e  contract was made for the  
lowest bid of $58, 631.21 in 1905. I n i t i a l l y ,  Columbia County was one of Arkansas' 

, leaders in cotton production. However, in recent years the oil and timber industries 
'L have formed t h e  backbone sf the local economy. 

Another, if somewhat more abstract, area of significance belonging to the 
building is that it symbolizes t h e  historic role county government has played in 
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Columbia County. County government has been and is the closest and most personal I 
1 

contact between the people of Columbia County and representative democracy. The 
administrative arm of county government is conducted by a body of officials  elected 
in a county-wide ballot. The f i scal  arid m i n o r  jud ic ia l  work of the county is 

t 
handled by the  Quorum C o u r t ,  whose members are elected by voters grouped in town- 
ships.  Duties of the county government are varied and range from the maintenance 
and improvement of highways to the i s s u i n g  of marriage l i censes  and the recording I 

of deeds. The county even serves, to some extent ,  as the bas i c  administrative I 

and judicial unit of sta te  government- The s t a t e  welfare and auditorial depart- I 
m a t s  and chancery and juvenile courts all operate at t h e  county level. i 

In Arkansas, as a rule, the county courthouse building is one  of the  most 
impressive public buildings in the county. T h i s  is certainly t h e  case for t h e  
Columbia County Courthouse i n  Magnolia. The emphasis upon the large size and ,+ 

impressive detailing found on the courthouse reflects the importance which t he  k 
c i t i z e n s  of the county have placed upon Local government, for county government- 
administers to basic local needs of the people, and by doing so has helped to deter- 
mine the pattern which history has followed in Columbia County. 
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~ p l e y ,  Mike, Interview. Magnolia, RR - July 28,  1977 
Survey of Arkansas Coultthouses,Vol. IV. Nat iona l  Society of C o l o n i a l  Dames of - 

America in the state of Arkansas, 1968 
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ARKANSAS HlSTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500, Continental Buildin& 'Main and Markham 

August 11, 1977 Little Rock, Arkansas 722Q1 Telephone: (501) 371.2763 

The Honorable R. W. Henderson 
Columbia County Judge 
CcLrrmbia County Courthouse 
Magnolia, Arkansas 31752 

Re: Columbia County Courthouse 

Dear Judge Henderson: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic-Preservation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for the C o l w i a  County Courthouse which w i l l  be presented 
to the  Arkansas State Review Committee at their September meeting. If approved 
the nomination will be submitted to the National R e g i s t e r  office in Washington 
for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings, 
objects and districts f r o m  a l l  across the country that  are worthy of preservation. 
Entry in the  National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisosy C o u n c i l  
on Historic Preservation f r o m  federally funded, a s s i s t e d  or l icensed proj ec t s  that 
might affect a National  Register property. c 

I 

Qn October 4,  1976, the President  s igned a Tax Reform A c t  of which Section 2124 
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on that t a x  act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program ar this property's nomination 
please contact Mike Shinn of our  staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the  form below, sign 
and return the oxeginal to our office. The copy is for your files. We would 
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of 
this property. If we do not hear from you w i t h i n  36 days your approval w i l l  
be assumcd. 

Sincerely, 

Barhra Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above property X 
to the National Register of Historic Places. Y e s  No 

Comments: I am very happy t h a t  this Courthouse is being c o n s i d e r ~ d  and 
I feel that it is a fine example of an historical place i n  it's 
architecture and construction. We will be happy to work with 

C =. 

y o u r  agency any way we can. 
/ -1 

8-15-77 - 
Date 

J ,,/"" 
/' - . . -7 



Columbia County Tax Assessment L i s t s ,  1853, 1861, 1866. 

El Dorado Dai ly  N e w s ,  May 7, 1961. 
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