
- '  , 'r.300 I Aw. 10-54) 15- ~ - n a ~ 7 3  
,-/\ ;? P ~ ~ ~ E D S T A T E S  DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . * NATIONAL PAAK SEWICE 

1' 
4 

RECEIVEQ ??AT~DNALREGISWP OFHISTORICPLA~S . k .  
3 

, , , 
I , I?dml"dTC?RY --NOJ!&INA7"I0N FOXh DATE EMXaFD . .  i 

S E E  IN ST RUCTIONS IN HOW TO C O M P L E l E  fdA710NAL REGlSTER FORMS 
f Y  PE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIQNS ra 1 

HISTORIC 

Plwmer' s Station 
AYOJOA COMMON 

Samuel P l m e r  House 

 LOCATION 
STREET a MumaEA Approximately one block west  af rural 

road and three blocks south a£ railroad tracks -NOTFOR PCIBL~ W ~ O N  
CITY. T O W 3  COXGSf  SSIONAL D ~ S T R I C T  I 

2 W n n r v 1  7 7 6 x WCIFIETY OF F i r s t  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Arkansas 05 Conway 029 

TJCLASSIF:CATION A 

CAT G O R Y  OWNERSHIP SfdTUS PRESENT USE 1 
,DISTRICT ,WBUC ~ ~ C O J P I E D  

XBUILUIWMS) -PRWAE X -U NOCCUPIEO 

,STRUCTURE ,BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-ST€ PUDUC A C ~ Y I S ~ T ~ O N .  ACCESS IaE 
-OWEM A N  PilOCESS *YES. RESTRICTED 

,BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRCSTRICtEO 

-NO 

4 G R : C U L W R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL ,PARK 

L D U C A T I C H A L  "PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

LNTERTAlF lMEYT -REUGrOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -5flCNTCFIC 

d t iDWSTf l f&L  -TR AtJSPORTATlO N 

d l L l T A i ( Y  -OTHER. 

NAME 1 

Horton S t o ~ e  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

P l u m e m r i l l e  - YIMNIT OF Arkansas 

~ ~ I O C A T I O N  OF LIi GAL DESCRIPTION 1 
COWRTHOWSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. CTC. circuit clerk v office 
STREET b N'JMBER 

Conway County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Arkansas 

rg L REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SIJZVEYS 

A E O E R A C  ,STATE -COUKTY -LOPAL 
*- 

GEPOSI'IORY FOR 

---- .-.- 
CITY. YO:VW STAlE 



CHECK ONE 

,UNALTERED XOAIGI NAL SITE 

XALTERED ,MOVED OAT- 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Plwnmerls Station at PlumerviLke, Arkansas, originally consisted o f  a one 
r o o m  log cabin measuring approximately 14 f ~ e t  by 14 feet  with a chimney 
on the west elevation. In the 3830's Samuel Plummer bought th i s  small 
cabin arid the land surrounCinq it fron George H a r r i s ,  the man who probably 
b u i l t  the cabin. During t h e  next decade P l w m e r  enlarged the cabin by 
adding on open 'breezeway and second log room to the east  elevation. !This 
first addition, believed to have housed Plurnmer's leather workshop, gave 
t h e  structure a r ec t i n l i nea r  floor plan measuring ap2roximately 34 f e e t  by 
14 feet. 

A series of  wood frame moms were added along the rear (ssuthl elevation 
of the cabin. Though there is no documentary evidence available on the 
da* of these rear additions, circumstantial evidence indicates t h a t  the 
rooms were probably added circa 1860. The building's use as a private 
residence for Plummer's large family, as a saddlery, and as a stagecoach 
stop made the  enlargement of the structure a necessj.ty, 

A b u t  1900 the  house was covered with s i d i n g  and reroofed. The i n t e r i o r  1 

of the log p o r t i o n s  of the house was covered w i t h  plank boards and the I 
open breezeway was enclosed to form a central hallway. The o r i g i n a l  logs w e r e  
].eft in pLace w i t h i n  t h e  frame walls of the house. These changes m a r k e d  the ,, 

last major alteration to P l u m r ' s  Stat ion.  r 

The present house is a one storey white frame structure w i t h  an ell-shape 
f l o o r  plan. The main body of the house has a high gable roof wbich extends 
into a shed roof at the rear (south) elevation. Tne long leg of the e l l  
is recessed from t h e  facade and extends westward frorn She main structure. 
This west w j x g  is covered with a medium low gable roof. An open shed roof 
porch extends  across the e a s t  end of the  -ar elevation. 

A brick chimney at the west elevation of the main structure extends about 
t w o  feet above the ridge line o f  t he  roof. Door and window trim i s  plain 
aromd the house with two exceptions. M a r r o w  shutters trim the doors and 
w i n d o w s  on the no r th  and w e s t  elevations, and a simple architrave surrounds 
khe main e n t r y  on khe no& elevation- Most of the windows are four light 
double-hung sash and, like the doorways, are spaced irregularly about the 
structure. 

Plurrmer's S t a t i o n  rests on its o r i g i n a l  site,  a gentle slope south  of Gap 
Creek and the  railroad tracks at Plw!erviL1e. TI-Esugh much a l te red  and 
added to since its 1 8 3 0 1 s  o r i g i n ,  Plumex's Sta t ion  remains occupied and 
in fairly good c o n d i t i o n .  
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Flummer's S t a t i o n  is one of the mst s ign i f i can t  historic structures in 
Conway County, Arkansas. Original ly  constructed in t he  1830's, t h e  bui ld ing  
has been used as a private residence, leather goods workshop, and traverler's 
i n n  for stage coach passengers. Plummer's Stat ion,  and the nearby town of 
Plumerville, were both naned fo r  Samuel Plummer, an early s2ttler in Conway 
County. 

Samuel Plummer was born in Washington, D. C. in 1801. F%?hen he was about 
seven years old his parents died u l d  he was taken in and raised by Patrick 
Rogers, a saddler. Plummer was an apprentice saddler under h i s  fos tex  
father and learned t he  leather-working trade. About 1824 Plumraer moved 

Zr- to Boston where he worked for Foster and Barton, a leather goods company, 
A f t e r  only a year in Boston, P l m a r  left New England and moved west  to 
s e t t l e  in Arkansas. According to m e  source (Goodspeed: History OE 
,Conway County), Plummer accompanied Major Edward W. Duval to Arkansas 
where Duval served as Indian agent to the Cherokees.  

In 1826 Plummer married Henrie t ta  Ellis in Pope County, Arkansas. The 
couple first se t t led  near L w i s b u r g  at the  mouth of Point  Remove Creek in 
Conway County, and l a te r  moved further eas t  in t he  county to n site on 
Gap Creek. A deed f i l ed  in 1837 shows that Plummer paid $100.00 to George 
Harris for the land and improvements on G a p  Creek, including a cabin, 
f r u i t ,  trees and cleared land. This e a r l y  cabin, probably built by Harris 
about 1830, was later enlarged and knotm as P l m e r ' s  Station. 

In Arkansas, Plurmrter continued to m k e  h i s  living as a saddler. S m e  of 
h i s  early  customers were Cherokees who c a v e d  j u s t  south of h i s  cabin 
on their journey up the Arkansas River to new Lands in western Arkansas 
and Oklahoma, During the Civil War Plummer helped supply thc  Confederate 
army with leather  goods. Two leather articles m 3 d e  by Plmmr are now 
in the possession of h i s  decendants. A money belt and w a l l e t ,  each bearing 
the i n i t i a l s .  "S.P.'" are still in good condition and t e s t i f y  to the 
s k i l l e d  craftsmanship of Samuel P l m c r .  

T ~ F :  first addition to P l u e r ' s  cabin was probably made to house his leather  
vrorkshop. Circa 1840 an open breezevay and a second large room were added 
to t h e  east  elevation of the  cabin. Later add i t i ons  were made aftex 1855 
vhcn t h e  cAiz c,;? Cz? Crccl; b=e:nz 2 r z g ~ l z r  st+ 0:; thc  L i t t l z  k z k  tz 
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Fort Smith stage route. The road passed across Plummer's land and ran 
directly in front of his  house, where txaces of the old road are still  
visible (1975). It was during this service as a stage coach stop that 
the o l d  cabin became known as P 1 m e r " s  S t a t i o n .  

In 1873 *he Little Rock and Port Smith railroad was constructed a long 
much the  same route as the earl ier  stage road. Plurmner gave the  
railroad permission to lay track across his land,  and t h e  nearby railroad 
station was named in his honor. Three years later Sarnuol P l u m r  died at 
>is 5me. A brief obituary in the Arkansas Gazette stated that he had 
been knwm to hundreds of Arkansans as t he  proprietor of a stage coach 
stop on the old Little Rock to F o r t  Smith stagc road. 

Plumer's Station has played an i m p o r t a n t  role i n  three specific areas of 
Conway County his tory.  The structure is impor tant  as the home oE one 05 
the county's earliest settlers. Samuel Plumerrs use of his house as a 
l ea ther  goods workshop makes Ifhe b u i l d i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  comercia1 s i te  
used in the mid-nineteenth ceiltury. The s t ruc ture  is likewise a tangible 
reminder of ArkansasVtransportation history, having served as a stage 
stop on the L i t t l e  Rock to Fort  Smikh stage l.i.ne. Though enlarged and 
altered, this ear ly  s t r u c t u r e ,  st i l l  resting on its orSgina1  site, is o n e  
of the oldest and mst significant historic structures in Conway County. 
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