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I .  Kame of Property 

historic name Ronoake Baptist Church 

other narnesisite number X w  Ronok Baptist Church, Site fGLOE 3 1 

street & number Xorzh End o f  Ronaake Baptist Church Road not for publication 

city or town Gurdon [XI vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Clark code 019 zipwde 71733 

3. StaterFederal Agency Certification 

4.5 the dwigmed authority under the National Historic Prtstwa[ion Acz, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X1 nomination 
request for deteminatlon of  eligibil~ty meets the documenration standards for rcgstming propenies in the National Regmaof kstooc 
Placa and m s s  the procedural and prolessional requirements 5d for ~n 36 CFR Pan 60. In q ~ o p i n i o q  theprorercy [XI meets 
d m  nor mee the N a t i o d  al+s~er  cnteria I recommmd that this propmy be c o n s i d d  ~ignificant 

Arkansas Historic Presentation Program 
Sate or Fedeml agency and bureau 

In my opmjw. the p p e n y  meets U dnes nor mea thc n'anonal Register criteria (n See Con[inuatron sheet for addit~onal 
comments.) 

S1gnam-e of cenjfylng oflicialTirle Date 

State m Fderal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby c e r t ~ f ~  that ~'ne propem, 15  Srgmture of &c K q e r  Date of Action 

entcrcd in the National Register. 
See cont~nuation shat 

determined elipfble ror the 
National R q ~ s t e t  

Sec con!inugtion sheet 
determined not eligible for the 

National Rqisrer 
1 rcrnovod from the National 

Regista.  

other, (explain:) 



Ronoake Baptist Cburch 
h'arr,~ of Propcfiy 

Clark Counp, k h a s  
County and Swe 

Ownership of Property Category of Eroper-& 
(Cneckarmn~'mvcsasnpp\v)  (Chcckonlyoncbx) 

IXJ private 

public-local 

public-State 

[3 public-federal 

site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property Listing 
(Enla"NiA" ~f propw is  not pan of a multiple propmy listing ) 

Kurnber of Resources within Property * 
(Do not ~ncllrile prwiously listed resources in count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 bulldings 

sites 

2 structures 

objects 

2 2 Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories fmm instrucdons) (Enrer cateprics fmm itlsrructionq 

FZLIGION J ReIigious facility RELIGION i Religious facility 

AGRICULTURE i SUBSISTENCE ! Amicultural AGWCULTUE ; SUBSISTENCE : A~cultural  

hthuildinp 

DOMESTIC / Secondary Stfucmre VACANT ! NOT W LSE 

AtcBifectural Classification 
(Enter categories b r n  i~tmctions) 

L4TE 19* PLND EARLY 20' C W U R Y  AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS i Bungalow l' Craftsman 

MateriaIs 
(Enter catgotics from imtructiorui) 

foundation CONCRETE 

walls WOOD 

rwf ASPHAZT 
other 

Narrative Dewription 
( k r i h e  the hnonc and current condition of  the propert). on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Ronoake Baptist Church 
U r n  of hpcn).  

Clark C wntv. Arkansas 
County and Stare 

3. Statement ol Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria - Levels of Significance {local, state, national) " 
(Mark '1" in one w more box& for thecriteria qualifjing the pmpcrry b c a l  
for National Register Ilsting.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad p a m s  of 
our history. 

R Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Propmy ernbdies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, perid. or method of cwsmction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high amtic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components Iack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
mfoxmation imponant in prehistory or hstary. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'k" in all the h x e s  h a t  apply.) 

Areas of Significance (Entercategoriti from inmctiom) 
Arc hitecnue 

Period of Significance 
1945 

Significant Dates 
194s 

Property is: 
A owned by a re'ligious institution or used for 

re1 igious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complae if Crilerion B is marked) 

[7 E. removed from its original location. 

C. birthplace or graxt of a hstorical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural ATtilirtion [Compbe iCCrirmion D 1s marked) 

[7 P a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object. or smcture. 

1 F a cmemora t ive  propertlr 
..lrchitect/Builder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
Psithin the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain hesignificance of the propert). on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite %e b k c ,  articles. and orher sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shaets.) 

Rmieus documentation on file (NPS): Primary lacation of additional data: 
preliminaq determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Fresenfation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agency 

pre\riously Listed in the Yational Register Federal Agency 
Previously deremined eligible by the National Local Government 
Register University 

designated a National Historic Landmark Oher 
Q recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

t 
recorded 'by Historic American Engineering 

Record t: 



Ronoakt Baptist Church 
hame of Propmy 

Clark Cwnty, Arkansas 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 
r* 

Acreage of Property Five acres. 

UIYI Referenceq 
(Placc add~t~onal Cml: referems on a continuation sheet ) 

1 15 4864 I9 3755792 
Zone Eaw ng Uonhinp 

3 
Inne h t i n g  Northing 

4 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Baundary Description 
(Descnhe I he hunxlanes of  the property on a cont~nua~ian sheet 1 

Boundary .rustification 
(ExpIain why thc boundanes were sdstrd on a contiramtion s M  ) 

1 I. Form Prepared By 

name!title Shirley Todd Edited B y  Erik AoIbrooks & Ralph Wilcor 

organization Arkansas fistoric Preservation Program date April 2 1, 20 1 1 

street 8: n u m k r  1500 Towr Building 323 Center Street telephone 50 1 -324-9?8? 

city or t o m  Linle Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
-- - .- - 

Suhmt t lrz fo l lo~ lng  irons w.In Ihccornpleted form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A C'SGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for hstoric btriczs and pqxrties hating large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the propert);. 

Additional items 
(Check with he SHPO or FPO for my additional iitpm.) 

(Cornplat rhrs item at the request of SHPO or PO.) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or t o m  state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information i s  being collected for applications to the National Reghaof Wistoric Placa to nominate propenies fcr 
listing or determine ellpibility for listing. tu list properties, and to amend exi~ring 11~tlng. Rapom to this ques t  ~r squ~rcd to obtain a hcnttit tn accordance 
with the National Histonc Pmavation Act, as amendd (16 U.S.C. 470 ct srq.) 

Esrimatd Burden Statement: Public ~ n i o g  burden for this form is &mated to average lb .  1 hours per m n s e  iaduding rime brorrwiewing inmuctim, 
gathmng and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this buden pstlmate or an!, ltspcct of this form ~o the Chief, 
Adm~nistrativc S m ~ c e s  Ihvision. National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37127, Washh~on, DC 2001 3-71 27;  and the Ofice of Managmeat and Budget, P m o r k  
Reducuons Pmjccts ( 102443 18). Washln@on. DC 20303. 
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Summary 

Ronoake Baptist Church, located at the north end of Ronoake Baptist Church Road in Gurdon, Clark County, 
Arkansas, is a Craftsman style building that was built in 1945. There are a total of four structures on the five 
acre property; the church itself, the fellowship hall or kitchen, a well house and an outhouse (no longer in 
use). 

The four buildings rest on concrete foundations and are sheathed jn wood clapboard siding. The church and 
the Fellowship Hall have gabled roofs, while the wellhouse and outhouse have shed roofs. Ronoake Baptist 
Church gets its Craftsman style influence from its exposed rafter tails, king post style rafter supports, and 
bands of windows. 

Elaboration 

Ronoake Baptist Church, located at the north end of Ronoake Baptist Church Road in Gurdon, Clark County, 
Arkansas, was built in 1945. The Craftsman style building has a side-gabled roof with a front-facing gable in 
the center of the front. The porch has a protruding gable with king post style rafter supports and two 
triangular brace supports on either side. The walls, which are sheathed in wood clapboard siding, and trim are 
painted white. The front faqade is symmetrical with central double doors and transom, with a series of three 
windows on either side. Both the southeast and northwest elevations of the building have three windows. 
There are two doors on the left side of the structure with a smdl overhang; dong with one door on the right 
side of the structuTe. There is an addition to the rear, which forms a lean-to roofline towards the back. The 
rear faqade has a centrally located door with two smaller wjndows on either side. There axe tlvee other 
structures on the five acre property: the church's fellowshp hall, a wellhouse and an outhouse (no longer in 
use). 

CHURCH - Contributing 

Northeast Faqade I Front 

The front fapde of Ronoake Baptist Church is of Craftsman style architectwe. The clapboard siding is 
painted white, along with the trim. The design of the faqade i s  symmetrical. There is a central front-facing 
gable with a gabled porch. The gabled porch has triangular brace supports, one each side, with a king post 
style rafter system. The entrance has wooden double doors, painted white, and a transom. On either side of 
the double doors thae  are a series of three tall, one-over-one, w o o d - h e d  windows, There is a cornerstone 
on the left side of the front f a ~ a d e  which reads: 'Wew Ronok Baptist Church, Built July 1 1,1945, Officers: 
RT. Ford, Tom Colmon, Jim Jenkins, Walter Junell, Rev. J.H. Hinton.'" 
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Southeast Elevation J Side 

The southeast elevation shou7s the addition to the rear, which makes a lean-to addition to the gabled roofline. 
The clapboard siding is painted white, along with the trim. There are three taI1, one-aver-one, wood-framed 
windows evenly spaced along the faqade, and the center one has an air-conditioning unit attached to it. To the 
far left, where the addition is, are two wooden doors, painted white, with a small shed-roofed overhang above 
hem. There is also a rectangular Iouvered attic rJmt in the gable peak. 

Southwest EIevation / Rear 

The southwest elevation is the addition. The clapboard siding is painted white, along with the trim. There is a 
centralIy located wooden door with three horizontaI panels in the bottom half md three vertical panes of 
glass in the top half. The door is painted white to match the rest of the building. In addition, the entrance i s  
flanked by two smaller, two-over-two, wood-fiamed windows, one on each side. The attic vent that protrudes 
Iike a dormer has a hip roof. 

Northwest Elevation I Side 

The northwest devation shows the addition to the rear, which makes a lean-to addition to the gabled mfline. 
The clapboard siding is painted white, along with the trim. There are three tall. one-over-one, upood-framed 
windows evenly spaced along the fapde, and the center one bas an air-conditioning unit attached to it. To the 
sight, where the addition is, is a wooden two-panel door that is unpainted. There is also a redangular 
louvered attic vent in the gable peak. 

FELCOWrSWP HALL - Contributing 

The fellowshp Hall, or kitchen, has the same white clapboard siding and trim as the church. There is a 
gabled roof with exposed rafters. The northeast faqade (front) has two white paint4 doors, one at each end, 
along with two smaller, one-over-one, wood-framed windows neas the center of the faqade. Both the 
Southeast and Northwest elevations (sides) have two srnaIler, one-over-one, wmd-.Framed windows. The 
Southwest elevation (rear) has exposed rafters from the gabled mof. There are two smaller, one-over-one, 
w o o d - h e d  windows. The window on the right has an air-conditioning unit attached to it. 
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OUTHOUSE - Non-contribnting 

The outhouse, mlhich is no longer in use, is the most weathered of the four buildings on the property. There is 
a shed roof and natural wmd is showing on a11 four sides. 

WELL HOUSE - Son-C~ntributi~g 

The well house is sheathed in clapboard siding and has a shed roof. Two sides of the clapboard siding have 
been painted white to match the church and the feFlo~~,~shi~ hall. 

Integrity 

The Ronoake Baptist Church retains good integrity. As stated by church members, "me Church house has all 
of  its origmal features, aIthough the interior window and door trim is undecorated, and the exterior has been 
treated using basic paint. The inside of the Church house retains all of its original  rood flooring, windows 
and benching." The biggest change ta the church is the lean-to addition on the rear of the building. However, 
it is relatively small in scale compared to the original building, and was designed to blend in with the orginal 
building's architecture. Two windotv air-conditioning units have been installed an either side of the structure 
on the center windows. There are three other stmctures on the five acre property: a fellow-ship hall (Kttchen), 
an outhouse (no Ionger in use) and a well house. The Fellowship Hall has the same white dapboard siding 
and trim as the Church. The outhouse and well house both have clapboard siding. However, they are 
consider4 to be non-contributing since they do not illustrate the Craftsman style influences of the main 
building and the fellowship hall. Ranoake Baptist Church remains a good example o f  a 1945 rural Craftsman 
style church. n e  church's rural setting also reflects the period in which it was built. 
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SUMMARY 
The Ronoake Baptist Church, which was built in 1945, is an excellent example of Craftsman style inspired 
rural church near Gurdon. With its exposed rafter tails, king post style rafter supports, and bands of 
windows, the church employ& textbook charactaistics of the Craftsman style. Because of its sipnficance as 
an excellent example of a Craftsman-swle church near Gurdon, the Ronoake Baptist Church is being 
nominated to the National Regster of Historic Placa with local sigoificance under Criterion C. Since the 
building is still awned by the church and in use for weekly services, it is also being nominated under 
Criteria Consideration A: Religious Properties. 

ELABORATION 
Clark County was founded December 15, 18 18, as a part of the lMisseuri Territory. One of five counties 
comprising Arkansas Territory when it was created in E 81 9, Clark County included all or parts of at least 
fifteen counties in present-day Arkansas and parts of six counties in what is now Oklahoma. The county was 
named for then Missouri Territorial Governor William Clark, of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Among the most noted settlers of Clark County was Meriwether Jkwis Randolph, grandson of Thomas 
Jefferson. A historical marker in the city of Gurdon briefly tells his story. Churches and schools headed the 
priority list of the early settlers. Clark County had become a thriving county of agricul ture, commerce and 
education by the year 1 860. With the onset of the Civil War, Clark County provided many eager volunteers 
to the Confederate cause. 

Gurdon, Arkansas, is located about 75 miles south of Little Rock on Interstate 30 and is located just east of 
the Interstate on Highway 67. The town originated as a timber town close to the railroad, and is said to be 
named after a railroad executive. The construction of the railroads played an important part in the birth and 
growth of the timber industry, and hence in the growth of Gurdon also. The community now known as 
Gurdon started as a construction camp on the Cairo and Fulton Railroad (later the St. Lauis, Iran Mountain 
and Southem, Missouri-Pacific, and Union Pacific), first completed in 1873. Soon after, the Iron Mountain 
Railway constructed a branch line southeast to Camden from Gurdon, and it only increased the activity and 
regional centrality of the town. By 1906 the Gurdon Fort Smith Railroad connected Gurdon with the virgin 
forest of Montgomery County and the lumbering operations which were cutting throughout the forest of the 
Ouachita Mountains. The Missouri-Pacific Railroad Depot in Gurdon was constructed in 1 91 7. 

Ronoake Baptist Church began in a community near Srnithton in the spring of 1893. Although no written 
records survive from the early years of the congregation, it i s  believed that the land belonged to Mrs. LOU 
Young and family. The land was near the Iron ,Mountain Railroad line, which is now the Union Pacific. The 
founders of Ronoake Baptist Church were h4r. Bob Dixon, Mr. Haywood &; Mrs. Ellen Dixon, Mr. Jake and 
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Mrs, Jessie May, Mrs. Birdie Scott, Mr. George and Mrs. Fannie Simmons, Mrs. Sally \Veazherspoon, Mr. 
New-ton and Mrs. SaIly CViIliams. The fmt pastor of the congregation was Rev. Adam Stephens. 

Smithton, Arkansas, whete the congregation started, was named after James A. "Jim" Smith. Born in 1 847 in 
Iseland, Smith moved to the United States in 1867 and to Clark County in 1873. Be began his career as a 
construction worker on the Iron Mountain Railroad, In 1 884, Smith had a small mercantile business which he 
moved to Smithtan. Also in 1 884. Smith began a shorttine railroad to bring logs to Smithton, and the 
Smithton Lumber Company eventually became one of the largest lumber mills and planers in Arkansas. 

The earIiest written records for the Ronoake Baptist Church date to 1 91 8 and show that there were plans 
being made to purchase Iand. The records also show that there was 545.00 in the church's treasury at that 
time. By 191 9, land had been purchased at the east end of the Greenville/Srnithton Cemetery in order to 
construct a building for the congregation. The congregation would remain at that location until 1943. 

By the early 1940s, the congregation was growing and the church's building was in serious need of repair. 
Congregational meetings were held, and it was decided that the building should be tom down. The building 
was torn down in 1943, and another piece of land was purchased approximately 'Jz mile to the west for the 
construction of a new building. While building the new church in Gurdon, the congresation met under a 
brush arbor in the Greenville community on the Eand of Mr. John H. Stephens. 

On July 1 1, 1945, the new bnoake  Baptist Church was dedicated. The congregation built their new 
building utilizing influences from the Craftsman style, which was one af the most popular architwtural styles 
during the first decades of the twentieth-century. According to Virginia and Lee McMester in A Field Guide 
lo American Houses, the height of popularity for the Craftsman style was from 1905 until 1930, although h e  
Ronoake Baptist Church illustrates that the style's popularity extended beyond the 1 9 3 0 ~ ~  especially in m l  
areas. The style was mainly inspired by the brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Matha Greene who 
practiced architecture together in Pasadena, California, from 1893 until 1914. It was a style that emphasized 
the craftsmanship and materials that went into a building's construction. The Ronoake Baptist Church. with 
its low-pitched gable roof; exposed rafter tails; decorative beams under the &ont porch roof: and bands of 
windows, exhibits the emphasis on craftsmanship and materials that is a key characteristic of the Craftsman 
style. 

Since the completion of the building in 1945, the Ronoake Baptist Church has remained a vibrant part of the 
Gurdon area community. The congregation has purchased a pastor's robe, choir robes, eighteen chairs for the 
choir, eighteen hymnals, had a well drilled, added restrooms and remodeled the kitchen in the fellowship ball 
by purchasing a stove, refrigerator and sink. Ronoake Baptist Church celebrated its 1 OOlh Anniversary in 
1 993, and a centennial celebration was held on July 18, 1 993. 
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County and State 

Today, the Ronoake Baptist Church is a living reminder of early twentieth century architectural his to^ in the 
Gurdon area. The Ronoake Baptist Church, with its low-pitched gable roof; exposed rafter tails: decorative 
beams under the front porch roof; and bands of windows is a good example of the Craftsman style, and 
iIlustrates the popularity of the style in the first part of the twentieth century. Tbe survival and continued 
preservation of the Ronoake Baptist Church is a monument to the dedication of the members of the 
congregation. 

STATE;MENT OF SIGNFFICANCE 
The Ronoake Baptist Church, which was built in 1945, is an excellent example of Craftsman style inspired 
ma1 church near Gurdon. With its exposed rafter tails, king post styIe rafter supports, and bands of 
windours, the church employed textbook characteristics of the Craftsman style. Because of i ts significance as 
an excellent example of a Craftsman-style church near G d o n  the Ronoake Baptist Church is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C.  Since the 
building is still owned by the church and in use for weekIy --ices, i t  is also being nominated under 
Criteria Consideration A: Religiaas Properties. 
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Clark County, Arkansas 
h n t y  ano Slate 

"A Centwy of Christian Faith: Ronoake Baptist Church." Privately printed. In the files of the Arkansas 
Historic Presenration Program. 1993. 

McAlester, Virginia, and Lee McAlester. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A Knopf? 
! 994. 

Richter. Wendy. 'Clark County P*rkansas: Past and Present ," Clark County Historical Association 1992. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCIUPTTON 
Located at the north end of Ronoake Baptist Church Road in Clark county of Gurdon, Arkansas. 

Beginning at the southeast comer of the southwest quarter (SW M )  o f  the northeast quarter (NE K) of section 
twenty one (2 11, township nine (9) south, range twenty (20) west, as a starting point; thence west 2 10 feet; 
thence north about 1155 feet to the right-of-way of the M.0.P Ry Womble Brance Road thence along the 
right-of-way of said M.0.P Ry Co. in a southeasterly direction to the east line of the SNT % of the hT 5 sec. 
2 1 ,  township 9 south, 20 west; thence south to the point of beginning, containing 5 acres more or less. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This is all the land historically associated with Ronoake Baptist Church 
























