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I .  Name of Pronertv 

historic name M.E. Davis House 

other names!site number Davis-DiIlard HoustiCHD 171 

2. Location 

street &k number 200 N. Knox Street not for publication 

city or town Dermott vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR County Chicot code 017 zipcode 71638 

-3. StatelFederal Agency CerLificrltien 

j 
. As the duqipnated atl!horip, under rhe Kst~onal Flisloric Prmwation Act, as amended. I l~etcby cunifjm lliat this fl nominatron 

rcqiicsr for dc~vrminn~iun of eligibility meets the docmenration standards for regisrcring prQFrllCs in  t l~c  N:~tional Register of Hisroric 
I'lacc< and nrccts t l~c  prowldunl and professional sequlrernents set fur in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion. llle propeny mmecs 
d c c ~  not nicct the N31tnnal Register criterla. 1 recon~mmd tha [his property Lc mn~idcrctl significant 

nationally statcw~de l ~ a l l v .  {See mntlnuatlon slxct for eddrt~onnl comments ) 

Sipnntun: of cmit)ing officialrritle Ilalr: 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State ur t'cdeml flgmcy and bureai! 

In my opinion. me property m e e ~  d o c s f o r  iuiRcelsleri~ional 
c~rn~ncnls.) 

- 

Siensture uf cmitjing oficialrclitlc 

State or Federal apency and buntair 

4. Xational Park Service Certification 

I hereby wnify tliar rhc pmvn]i is: Signature ol'lhe Kesptr ll.ltt o f  Aclion 

a entercd in he Kafiona! Register. 
see con~invzt~an 5 1 ~ ~ 1  

delemined eligible Cur !he 
National Reeictcr. 

National Rcplstcr. 
removed rram thc Nsl io19 

other, [explain:) 



M.E. Davis House 
Name of Propeny 

Chicot Countv. Arkansas 
Counry and State 

r Classification 

Ownership of Property Category or Property Number of Resources within Property 
:Chock as many boxes as apply) (Check cnly one box) (Do not include previousIy listed resources in  count.) 

private 
public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

buildingls) 

district 
site 

Q structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enrer "N:A if'propeny is not part ofa rr~ultiple property listing.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 buildings 

0 0 Sites 
0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

2 0 Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

"Historic and Architectural Resources Associated with the NIA 
E t h i c  and Racial Minority Settlement of the Arkansas 
Delta." 

6. Function o r  Use 

Historic Functions Current Fanctions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMES'I?C/Multi-family dwelling W O W  M PROGRESS 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter caregoria horn instructions) 

LATE 1 grn AND EARLY 2om CENTURY 

A MEWCAN ~OVEMENTS/I3ungalow/Crafisman 

Materials 
(Entcr wtcgorin from instructions) 

foundation BRICK 
walls WOOD: Weatherboard 

roof ASPHALT: Composition shingle 
other CONCRETE 

Narrative Description 
(Descrthe the IiiStoric and c u m l  condition of h e  property on one or more conkinuatlon shesrs.) 



M.E. Davis House 
Vatrle of I'rt 

Chicot County, Arkansas 
Cchnn& and Stare 

8. Staten gnificance 
i 

.pplkabIe National Register Criteria b e I s  of Significance flocal, swte. national) 
(Mnrk "xu In one or nwrc baxtc f i r  the criteria qualifying h e  p p m p e r t ) .  LOCAL 
L>r Nalionnl Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Areas of Significance (Enter catqories fmm inatnrcrions) 

A RCHTTECTURE 
ETHNIC HERITAGE!BLACK 

I7 l3 Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in otlr past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

13 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information Ernportant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'k" in aIt the bows rhar ripply.) 

Properly is: 

/ 
1 A owned by a religious instirution or used for 

religious purposes. 

R removed from its orisinaI location. 

Period of Significance 
1925-1 954 

Significant Dates 
1975-1 954 

Significant Person (Coniplere if Crilerinn D is marked) 

17 C. birthplace or grave of a historical fieure of outstanding 
importance. CulturaE Aff~l ia tion (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 

1 D a cemetev. 

E a reconstructed building object, or strucrure. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitectlBullder 

G Iess than 50 years of age or achieved signifiance UNKNOWN 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Si~nificanre 
(Explain Ihe significance of ille pmpcrlv on one or snore cnnrinuation shms.) 

9. Major BihliographicaF References 

Bibliography 
(Cbte the boobs. articles. and otlier Gources uced in preparing this form on one or mow conlinuation s h m . l  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  prima^ location o f  addItionaI data: 
preliniinary deterinination of irldividual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other Stale Agency 

, 7 previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined elisible by tlie National Local Government 

- -  Register University 
designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
~ 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record It: * 



M.E. Davis House 
Name of Pmpcriy 

Chicot County, Arkansas 
County and State 

I '0. Geographical Data 

-Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additionalUTM references on a continualion sheeL) 

I 15 644772 3710906 
Zone Emtine Northing 

2 

3 
Zone Easting Nodling 

4 

see continuation S~IER 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the htndar im of Ihe propeny on a continuation shmt.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundnries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Johnem DiIlard. edited bv Sarah Jamnole/NationaI Repister Historian 

Organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date February 28, 2004 

street & number 1 SO0 Tower Building 323 Center Street telephone 501 -324-9874 

city or town Little Rock stare AR zip code 7220 1 

Additional Documents tion 
qu b:sit :he following items with rhc completed form: 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propee 's  location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wit11 he SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Corizplcte this item at the request of Sf.IP0 or FPO.) 

name Jov and Johe t t a  DiIlard 

street & number 7649 Crestwicke Crossing Drive teIephone 678-545- 1455 

city or town Jonesboro state GA zip code 30236 

Paperwork Reduction Ar t  Statemcnt: This informalion is bcing coltected for applications to the Nztional Register of Historic Places to  nominate properties for 
lisring or derermine efipibility for listing, to list pmpeflies. and to amend existing listing. Response to this request is required to obiain a benefit in xcordance with 
the National Historic Presenration Act as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ersea.) 

Esrimatcd Burden Statement: Public ~ p r t i n g  burden for this form i s  estimated to average 18. t hours per responsc including time for reviewing ins~ructions, 
i 'wing and maintaining data and completing and r e v i e ~ i n g  the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or my aspect of his form to the Chief, 

I lnistrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 3?!27, DC 20013-7127. wd the OfHx of hZanagement and Budget, Papenvork 
,-fc~~ctions Projects ( 1024-0018), U1ashing[on, DC 20303. 
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SUMMARY 

Built in 1425 as one of the largest wood frame: two-story homes in Demott. Arkansas, the M E .  Davis 
House exemplifies the Craftsman architectural style with its exposed rafter details, u ~ o d  bracketing. *. wide 
eave overhangs, exposed false roof beams and gables. The interior hardwvoad flooring, paneled walls and 
downstairs firepIace made the home cozy and fit for its growing family and frequent visitors. The house sits 
on a continuous red brick foundation, and is surrounded by three porches. inclttding brick and concrete 
porches across the front and south side of the house. It features a south-side porte-cochete with red brick 
columns and a rear: screened porch on the u7est side. 

The Davis House is significantly different from the homes in the neighborhood. It is the oldest home for 
several blocks and by far the largest. In  factt it is one of few two-story residences in town. It was considered 

( 'istinctive and impressive home when it was built, especially considering that the owner was an African- 
wnerican businessman in a time when most African-Americans lived in poverty. 

Located at the comer of North Knox and Jowa streets in Dermott, Chicot County, the M.E. Davis House was 
constructed in I925 for Matthew h r n e s t  Davis and his wife, Etta ConneIiaus. The M.E. Davis house is a 
two story Craftsman. The weatherboard house still has original uindows, doors. and brick cllimney. The 
building rests upon continuous brick foundat ion and is topped with a gabled roof covered in composition 
shingles. Crabman features on tI~e house incllude decorative bracketing. some of which are being replaced 
during the house's renovation. Other craftsman features on the house include the prominent brick chimney, 
exposed rafters and one-story porches supported by columns on piers. There are no similar houses located in 
the community of Dermott, as it is one of the largest homes in the area and one of the few two-story homes 
in the town. The house is currently under renovation. 

Enst Elevation 

The east fa~ade of the building fronts Knox Street. The east elevation features a full, one-story shed-roof 
porch supported by short, square wooden columns which rest on brick piers that extend roughly eight inches 
above the balustrade. -4 brick baiustrade extends above the por~li floor, surrounds the porch, and is topped 
with cancrcte slabs, as are the balustrade lining and the concrete stair steps that lead to the porch. The deep 
porch is open and features concretelrvooden floor and a beaded board ceiling. The front porch has two doors 
providing separate entsrmces to a bedroom and the living room. The entrance into the living room faces Knox 
Street, while the entrance into the bedroom faces Iowa Street. Above is a windowed gable and slopping 
-.-oflines. The front entrance is cvelcoming and reIaxing with its oversized porch swing. recently removed for 

t air. -4 _green and wlii te striped metal awning is present, and is supported by metal sods which are attached 
'z the wooden porclz columns. Six double-hung, wood-frame, three-over-one uindou~s fenestrate the east 
faqade, The windows are organized in two vertical sets of three, with one set in the first, southeast bay, and 
the second set in the third, northeast bay. 
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The second story is fenestrated by hvo double-hung, wood framed, three-over-one windows. These two 
u7indows are also covered by the green and white striped metal awning tvhich covers the perch below. Vents 
in the gabled ends are covered by zig-zag patterned wooden screening. 

South Elevation 

The south elevation is composed of four bays, the three right bays of which are gable end with exposed false 
roof beams with decoratively cut ends. All four bays are fenestrated by a variety of window configurations 
and three doors, one of which provides access to the kitchen, while the second provides access to the dining 
roam, and the third provides access to the Iiving room. The separate entrances provided access to the 
different rooms of the house which were used for socia! occasions and wedding. 

( . the main story, the far left bay is an enclosed porch which is covered by the same green and white striped 
,nctal awning that is seen on the east faqade. The next bay is fenestrated by a set of three windows, all of 
which are wood-framed and double hung. The third bay is defined by the porte-cochere supported by two 
square brick and stucco columns. It has a porch with three doors and t w  double-hung wooden windows 
surrounding the center door. ?"his pode-cochere contains the separate entrances to the kitchen: the dining 
room and the Eiting room. The far right bay, which is one-story, is dominated by the two story brick chimney 
and side end of the front porch. Between the chimney and the end of the porch is a small, double-hung, 
wood-framed, three-o-r~er-one window that is covered by the green and white striped metaI awning that 
covers the porch on the front of the house. 

The second story of the house is fenestrated by a variety of window configurations. The far left bay contains 
a single double-hung. wood-framed, three-over-one window that is cavered by the green and white awning 
that covers the enclosed porch below. Decoratively carved rafters are exposed in the large eaves above. The 
next bay is composed of two bays of windows. The first bay is comprised of three windows which are 
wood-framed, double-hung, three-over-one windows. The second bay is comprised of a single small, 
double-hung, wood-framed, three-over-one window. Both windows in this bay are covered by the green and 
white awning which covers the window and porch in the first bay. Decoratively carved rafters are exposed 
in the large eaves above. The vent in gabled end in this bay is covered by zig-zag patterned wooden 
screening. The third bay in the second story of the south elevation is ferlestrated by a set of two douhle- 
hung. wood-frame, three-over-three windows. The set of windows is covered by the same awning in the 
previous bay. As in the previous bay, the gable end contains a vent which is covered by zigzag patterned 
wooden screening. 

1 

-, - est Elevation 
'l'lle west, or rear, elevation of the home is dominated by the attached screened-in wooden porch that extends 
away from the house and covers more than half of this elevation. The one-story porch. which comprises all 
of the three bays en  this facade, is supported by brick columns, with one door leading to what was once the 
'"aid's room" and a second door going to the kitchen. Four concrete steps lead up to the parch. Two thirds 

M.E. Davis House Chicot County, Arkansas 
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of the second story gable rests atop the screened in porch. Once again, the porch is covered by metal 
awning. All of the gable ends on this faqade contain vents which are covered by zig-zar: - patterned cvooden 
screens. 

The second story of the elevation is fenestrated by tw-o sets o f  windows. The first set. Iocated in the far right 
of the middle bay, is comprised of two double-hung, wood-framed, the-over-one ~ijndows that are covered 
by the same green and white metal awning that covers the porch below. The second set of windows is 
located in the far right bay, and is comprised of three windows, the outer bvo being double-hung, wood- 
framed, three-over-three. The middle window in the set is douible-hung, and wood- frame: however. the 
bottom pane has been removed to allow for the insertion of a window air conditioning unit. The top sash 
contains three lights panes as seen in the two adjacent windows. This set of windows is also covered by 
green and white metal awning. 

The north eIevation of the house is adjacent to the freestanding washhouse and the gardens. Eight double- 
hung, wood-framed, three-over-three windows on the building's first level and tive on the top level 
underneath a gabled-roof can been seen. None of the windows in this faqade are covered by tile green and 
white metal. awning which covers the windows in the ofher three facades. 

The t h e e  bays on the main level of this faqade are all fenestrated with pairs of windows. The left and right 
bays consist of one set of windows each, while the center bay is comprised of two sets of windows. The left 
set ofwindows is the same size as the windows in the left and right bays, while the right set of windows is 
half the height of the other sets. Decorative wooden rafter ends can be seen under h e  large eaves along the 
entire roof line on this faqade. 

The second Ievel of the north elevation contains three sets of windows, all of which are wood-framed, 
double-hung, the-over-one. In both of the C X F ~ ~ ~ O K  bays, the window openings have been covered, and 
appear to be historic alterations. The middle, gabled end bay is comprised of rliree sets of wir~dows, the first 
and third sets being a single wood-framed, double-hung, three-over-one window, wit11 the middle set 
comprised of three wood-framed, doubf e-hung, three-over-one windows. As in the level below, decorative 
wooden rafter ends can be seen under the large eaves along the entire roof Iine on this fapde. Decoratively 
carved brackets are present in the middle bay as well. 

Outbuilding 

The utood frame detached washhouse!garage i s  rectangular in plan and covered by composition shingles. 
- "wered in weatherboard, the building i s  CraAsman in style and possesses similar design and detail ' iracteristics as the main house. such as exposed rafter details. wide cave overhangs, exposed false roof 
Kbns and gables. The south elevation is fenestrated by a three wood-frame. double-hung, four-over-four 
windows which are to the right ofthe door leading into the old washroom. To the Eefi of this door is the 
open garage, The west elevation is the rear of the building. Exposed rafters are visible under the wide eaves. 
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The north elevation is free of any window or door openings. There is a small projection, covered by a shed 
roof, on this elevation. Once again, exposed rafters are visible under the wide eaves. The east elevation is 
defined by an entrance, wkicl~ comprises one of the tcvo bays of the fa~ade. The second bay is comprised of 
the non-descript projection side. Visible under the eaves are exposed rafters. 

INTEGRITY 

The M.E. Davis House, built in 1925, retains all seven ejements of integrity-location, design, setting, 
materials, worknlanship, feeling and association. The freestanding washhouse now serves as storage, yet 
appears today as it did when built. At its time of constsuction, the two-story house was built at the edge of 
the railroad tracks in Dermott, a location that enabled Davis to host the African-American families arriving 
by trains from the sugar cane plantations of Louisiana to work in the t h e e  saw mills in town. The rambling 
house stands today as it did in 1925 as a wonderful example of a Craftsman style house that exemplifies 

ivis' role in the community as a successfit1 African-American businessman. 
-, 
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Constructed in 1925, the M.E. Davis House is being nominated to the Xational Register of Historic Places 
with local significance under Criterion C as a wonderful example of a Craftsman style house in Dermott, 
Chicot County, Arkansas. Because of its association with M.E. Davis, an early 2 0 ' ~  century business man 
who was instrumental in helping impoverished African-American families in the Dermott area secure work 
and their own houses, the building i s  also eligible for nomination under Criterion A for its association with 
African-American history in Dermott. This nomination is being submitled under the multiple property 
listing "Historic and Architectural Resources Associated with the E t h i c  and Racial Minority Settlement of 
the Arkansas Delta." 

ELABORATION 
i 

.e M.E. Davis House has a unique historic and architectural association with the ethnic and racial minority 
settlement of the Arkansas Delta. It was home to Matthew Ernest Davis (April 5,1889-January 24. 1 9541, an 
early 2oth century businessman whose compassion for others and business acumen helped rescue 
impoverished African American fanlilies from the despair they faced on Louisiana's sugar cane plantations. 
With Davis' hdp, many black families settIed in Dermott and took lodging at the spacious Davis House 
while Davis used his business connections to help them buy their OWTI homes. 

The earliest settlements in the vicinity of Dermott were made in 1826, but most of the land titles date from 
1 830- 1836, when only a few scattered homesteads were present. The town drew its name from Yale- 
educated physician, Dr. CharIes McDemott who secured, through preemption and purchase, the fertile lands 
in Arkansas that would bear his name. 

McDernlott was an outspoken secessionist at the outbreak of the Civil War and swore he would n e ~ e r  live 
under the federal flag after  he South last to the North. He was also a scientist and a charter member of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Company, who experimented with biplane machines and became the first to 
discover the principles of modern airplane design, patented by him (No. 1 33,046) November 12: 1 872, as 
reported in the Arkunsus Democrat. February 15. 1952. McDermott's toxin later became a thriving railroad 
community and the largest town in Chicot County 

By the time M.E. Davis, then a Louisiana barber, made his way to Dermott in t 920, Demott was still a 
thriving community although segregated on the one hand -- replete with businesses bestring white-only 
barrier signs, but on the other hand a city of modern commerce and wide streets that u~eIcomed automobiles. 
There was opportunity here, even for the Negro. There was a black physician in towm and many bIack-owned 
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Davis History 
Born April 5 ,  1889, in Perrqville, Louisiana, a small toun near Alexandria, h4.E. Davis witnessed the great 
dificulties Negro families experienced through the South's turbulent racial past, but he had a vision that he 
could achieve great things. Ae became a barber and later owned a pressing shop in Glenora, Louisiana. with 
his young wife Etta Conneliaus (March 28, 1902-January 3, 1979). 

Davis arrived in Dermott wit11 his wife, his infant niece and his nephew in 192Q on invitation from Harvey 
Parnell, a few years before he became Arkansas's 29" governor. 

Then a legislator, ParnelI was a wealthy landowner lvho lived in Dermott and operated the Winston 
Plantation in the nearby community of Halley. Dermott was called "a trade center" by the Arkclnsa~ 
Democrat and was the largest city in Chicot County at the time. 

"qrneE1 was looking for a secretary to help with his business clealings. That Davis was an intelligent, fair- 
nned black man of mixed race was in his f a ~ o r .  It meant that Davis could serve Pamell in business but 

-' 

~ l s o  as a liaison with ofher blacks. 

Parnell mentored Davis and taught him real estate, Davis learned to acquire land. and with that knowledge he 
began to acquire quite a bit of land for himself. Though he only had a fourth grade education, he was always 
passionate about business - first as a 'barber in Glenota, Louisiana, and then as the o m m a  of a pressing shop 
there. He also served two years in World War I. 

As Davis bought and developed property, he named i t  after himself. The first, second, third and fourth Davis 
Additions of Dermott still bear his name today. 

He hired other black agents and taught them how 10 acquire land -- thus the name of the BTount & Moss land 
additions of Dermott today, which were named after two 'black agents who worked under Davis. 

Davis was haunted by the memop- of people in Louisiana who desperately wanted a better life. a life away 
from Louisiana's sugar cane plantations. Davis began to make trips to Louisiana offering families a deal they 
could not refuse. He would convince men to return with him to Demon, help them get work in one of 
Dmott ' s  three saw mills. He would then sell tlrem one of his developed lots for $50, starting them well out 
in a brand new life. It was the first real opportunity most of the families ever received to realize their dreams 
of owning their 0t.t- homes and land. 

According to historical accounts and farniIy interviews, Davis convinced enough families to come to 
Dermott that he needed a larger place to host them unti 1 he could get them settled. Thus, he decided to build 
a two-story home on the edge of the railroad tracks, not far from Dennott's hustling train depot. 

-on, when men arrived in Dermott to meet with Davis by train, his wife, Conneliaus. would prepare meals 
J provide rooms for them upstairs in the large two-story home, while M.E. would discuss business with 

them. His assistance to these families gave him great respect in the bt nck community. Meanwhile, his real 
estate business grew. 










