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I .  Name of Propcm 

historic name MI. Hebron M.E. Church South and Cemetery 

other nameslsite number BE3585 

2. Location 

street & number 1079 Mt. Hebron Road not for publication 

city or town Colville 11 vicinity 

stale Arkansas code AR County Benton code 007 zip code 72745 

In my opinion. the property meets a dws not meet the Na1ionid Register criteria. (U Sce Con~iniialion slicet for addmrional 
comments.) 

hr the designared authority under the Yational Historic Preservation Act, as arneaded. I hereby ccfliF, h a t  this nomination 
raquest Tor determination of eligibility meets the documentnrioo standards for registering propdin  in the Nalional Reeiwr of Hi<reric 

I and professional requirements sei for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property bE] niccts 

hrkansas Historic Preservation Propram 
Sratr or Fedem! agency and burcall 

Slate or Mml aprtcy and bureau 

I 

4. national Park Service Certification 

I hmby rxnit! rhat the pmpeny is: Signaturn o f  thc K e c ~ r  Date of Action 

entered in the National Rqister. 
Src contlnuarion sheet 

determined eligible tor tllc 
National Rcnrsrer. 

0 See continuaion sheet 
a delemined not tl~gibk for the 

Nsrlonnl Regurcr 
rmmved fmm the N m i o ~ d  



MI. Hebran M.E. Church South and Cemetq 
Name 01-Pmpetty 

Benton County. Arkansas 
C'or~riiy and Sra:e 

5. Classification - 

-.rnership of Propert?; Category of  Propert?* 
:ck as lnnny box6 as apply) (Check only one box) 

private 5 building(s) 

public-local tj; district 
public-State n site 

public-Federal structztre 

object 

Number of  Resources within Property 
(Dn not ~ncludz prcvioraly lisled resources in count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 

Sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of reEated multiple property listing Number or Contributing resources previously listed 
(Entcr -:A" i fpr~peny IS not part of a ~nuttiple propen! lis~inp.) in the National Register 

Historic and Architectural Resources of Benton County, N/A 
Arkmsas 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
Enter catcgoricc I'mm instmcrionsl (Enler cateporlcs rrum instructions] 

RELIGION: religions facility VACANTAIOT IN USE 

F WE RA RY: cemaery FUNERARY: cenietery 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enrer ~?:lrcgorrw l iom instructions) (Enrcr categories h r n  instrucfim) 

OTHER: plain'traditional foundation STONE 
watls WOOD: Weatherboard 

roof OTHER: Composition 

other 

Narrntive Description 
(Dcscrihc ~ h r  Ilistoric ;md current condition dnhe p m m y  nn one or more continualion shecu.) 



Mr. Hehmn M.E. Church South and Cemetery Benton County, Arkansas - 
Name of Prc Coun~! atid Stntc 

gnificance 

A nplicrble National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (Tmal. stat. national) 
.rk "u" in arle or mom b o x 6  for thc crircrm qualitLing the property Local 

F I Na!iotm1 Register listing.) 

A Property is associated wit11 even& that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter categories ttum instmct~ons) 

our history. KkLICrlUN 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past, 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period. or method OF construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values. or represents a significant and 
distinpishable entity whose components lack Period of  Significance 
individual distinction. 1872 to> 953 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in nll the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
[O A owned by a religious Institution or used for 

ref Egious purposes. 
I 

13 B removed from iis original location. 

Significant Dates 
1872 - First burials 
1904 - Churcl~ bu i l~  
1943 - Tool shed buik 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is markdf 

C, birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
imnortance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete ifcriterion D i s  ~narkcd) 

[XI D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

17 F a commemorative property 
Architect/Ruilder 

C less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unknown 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of tk pruwlfy on onc or more continualion slleeis.1 

9. Major I3ibliogtaphical ~efcrences 

Bibliography 
(Ciic rhr: hooks, antcks. and other sourccs used in prrpaimg (his form an one or more oon~inuarion s b ~ t s  ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location OF additional data: 
preliminary determination o f  individual listin? (36 State I-Iislosic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested [g Other State Azency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined elieible by the Na~ional  Local Government 

I Register Universiry 
designated a National Historic Landmark a Other 

U recorded by Historic Anerican Buildings Sumey Name of repositoq: 
f ,  

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record d 



Mt. I-lehmn M E. Church South and Cemetety Benton County, Arkansas 
Unmc of Propen! Counry and S ~ t c  

-. - - - - - - - - 

E 0. Cetrpraphical Data 

- ' creage or Property 3 acres 

CTM Reierences 
(I'lace ndd~tional references on a continuation sheet.) 

I 15 392643 4015019 
Zune Easting Yonhing 

2 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dcscr~hc thc hoiindarics nfzhe property an a continuation shed ) 

notrndary Justification 
(Explain why ~ h c  boundaria were sclecfxd on a continuation sfwet.) 

4 

See con~ima~ian shea 

-. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name:title Wendy S .  Perkins. National Register Historian 

Qrgnnization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 4 June 2003 

street Sr. number 1500 Tower Building. 323 Center Street telephone 50 1-324-9874 

cityortown LiaIeRock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Su hinir t l ~ c  follor\!ng ltctn, with llle cornp!eted form 

rontiniiation Sheets 

. ,aps 
A USGS map (7.5 or I5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and propenits having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white p hatographs of the property, 

Additional items 
(Chmk wi:h I ~ C  SHPO or For any addiiionel items.) 

Propcrty Owner 
(Cu~i~plctc thls i'cm at 1 1 1 ~ '  rrqi1e5t ofSHPO or ) 

name Mr. Hebron Church and Cemetery Historical Preservation Association. Inc. 

street & number P.O. Box I 1 I telephone 459-748-25 18 

city or toum Cave Springs state Arkansas zip code 727 I8 

Papwork  Reduction ACI St~rcment: T h i s  inTomation is king collrcled Tor rpplicattons to tlie National Register o r  I-listoric Places lo nomtnate propflies for 
IIS~IIIQ or drtcrmine cligi hility for listing. zo list properties, and to nmcnd existine Ilsting. Rmonse to Illis requcsl i s  required to obtain a bcndit in accordnnce 
tulrh ~ h s  Katiolial Historic Prcstma!icm Act. as nmendcd (16 U.S C. 470 et srci ) 

Estimated BorJpn Statement: Public rtp6rring hrdcn for zlris farm is stimnled to nvcr33 I8. I hddm per rcsponne includin: lime &ir raiewirtg immtr~ia~ts. 
mqlrcring and malntainlng data and completinc ;lnd rcuicwing the fom. Direct comments regarding this burdcn estimate or arty aspect of this fumi to !lie Ch~c!: 

in:slcntive Services nivisinn. Nirtinnal Park Sewice. P 0 Box 37 127. Washington. DC 200 13-7127; and the Ofice o f  Mann~p~mnt and D\tdact, l'aprr~orli 
.;riorts Projccu ( I  014-00 I St). Washington. DC 20303. 
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Built in 1904, the Mt. Hebron Methodist M.E. Church South is a Plain-Traditional one-storv, one-room church located in the small 
community of Colville in Cojville Townsl~ip, approximately three and half west of  the town of Lowell. The exterior of the 
weatherboard clad building retains the vast majority of its original features. These feamres include a continuous stone foundation. 
two front doors, n steeply pitched roof and two-over-two wood-fimed windows. The simplicity of the building continues in the 
one-room interior. The exterior of the church is ~ i t h o u t  any modem alteration except the composition shingles thar were added in 
the 194Os, and the original paneled doors from the front and rear were replaced with hollow wooden doors in  1957. Also being 
nominated to the National Register of  Historic Places as a contributing site is an adjacent cemetery rhat contains 252 marked graves. 
dating before 1953 and 97 marked graves dating after t 953. There are 92 historic marked and unmarked graves that do not have a 
dare. A historic tool shed, located behind the cemetery, is also included as a canrribuzing structure in this nomination. Two non- 
contributing structures are located on the property; an entrance arch and flag pole. 

ELABORATION 

Church Ruilding 

i 
lcated one and half miles nonh o f  Arkansas State Hi$fiway 264 on Mt. Hebron Road near the community of towel t in Benton 
unty, the Mt. Hebron M.E. Church South is an excellent ewrnple of Plain-Traditional architecture. Constructed in 19W, the 

&le-sto?, one-morn weatherboard clad churcl~ rests upon a continuous foundation of srone and is covered by n composition 
shingled. front sable roof. Tbe original windows remain intact. 

East Elevation 
The faqade of the building faces east and is defined by two symmezrically placed doors topped with transoms. Thc original 
wooden doors were replaced by hollow wooden doors in 1957, and screen doors were added that same year. h simple poured 
concrete step lends patrons up to both entrances. The rval!s are covered with weatherboard. An air vent is h a t e d  above the doors 
in the gable end. Located in between the doors are the elemicily line and meter box and above the doors is a simple one-bul b light 
fixture. 

North and South EIevstions 
The nonh and south elevations are identical. These etemtions are fenestrated with four two-over-two wooden windows. Metal 
chimney pipes extend up from the mof on both sides. The north elevation chimney i s  located near the rear of the building and the 
south elevarion chimney is located near the front of the building. 

West Elevation 
The rear of the building faces west and is defined by a plain three-sided bay prqiectinp h r n  the wall, tvl i ich is original to the 
building. A two-~vcr-2wo wooden window fenesmte both the north and south side of the bay projection. A wooden hol law door i s  
located tiear the southern end of the west elevation. 

Cemetery 
Also pan of die Mt. Hebron M.E. Church South nomination is the adjacent cemetery with 252 historic marked burials and 97 non- 
historic marked burials. There are also 92 historic marked and unrnarked burials t hat do not have a date. A large number of those 
buried at the cemerery were the pioneers asscciated with the foundinp of the community of Colville. The cemetery dates back to 

creation of the church's membership in 1 872. The first nlarked burial belongs to Marion Clemme who died on 1 I Seprember 
- ;2. Thcre are two other burials far that year and of course many more since then. The date af 1872 coincides w i ~ h   tie warranty 
u:ed for the entire property. The cemetery is rectangular in shape and lies just west of Mt. Hebr~n Road. There are many types of 
tnarkers throughout the cemetery. Some exan~ples include a bIue and pink brick buried in honor of a brother and sister who died in 
the early 199Qs, several native stone markers, obefisks. military niarkers and marble tombstones. One cement marker is in the 
sllape ofa cat. I r  i s  not known if a cat is buried there, or if it represents a favorite pet of someone buried  there. There are two. 
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large obelisks located close to each other near the center of the cemetery that mark the graves of ,a McCuistion, a founder of the 
church and Julius Robenon, a Confederate veteran. 

Burials by decade 
1830 ....,. 1 1  1950 ...... 16 
I 880 ....... 44 1960 ...... 24 
1 890.. .... 40 1970 ...... 15 
1900 ...... 29 3480 ...... 15 
1910 ...... 41 1990 ...... 24 

...... 1920 ...... 29 2000 ..4 
1930 ...... 29 
1930 ...... 25 

There are an additional 42 historical marked and unmarked grarts h a t  do not have a date available.. 

~enty-four known veterans are buried in the cemetey. Eleven Confederate soldiers and two Union soldiers fmm the Civil War 
.$re buried there, including CPT James M .  Richards, Confederate soldier with the Fiffeenth Arkansas Mounted Infantry of the 
Northwest, Later veterans include CPL Anderson Elliott who served with G Company of the 139 Infantry Regiment of the Kansas 
Natianal Guard in World War I ,  earning a purple heart. 

Contributing and Non-Contributing Structures 
The only other historic structure remaining is  a tool shed constructed in 1943 to house the church's mowin5 eqliiprnent. 
Two outhouses were located on the property, but are no longer standing. A noa-contributing brick and metal archway marks the 
driveway to the church. I t  was erected in 1972. A stone on the arch contains an incorrect date for when the property was deeded to 
the church. The current owners of the property, Mt Mebron Church and Cemetery I-Iistorical Preservation Association, 
Incorporation, are in the process of correctin5 that information. The non-conlribut ing flag pore was added in 1 930 by American 
Legion Post 274. 
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SUMMARY 

The Mt. Hebron M E .  Church South and Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 
A with local significance for its association with the settlement and development of  the town of Colville as iuell as the Township of 
Colville. It is atsa being nominated under Criterion C as a g d  example of a Plain-Traditional church. The interior and esterior 
of the church are without any modem alteration except the composition shingles that were added in the 19405, and the original 
paoeled doors from rhe front and rear were replaced with hollo\v wooden doors in 2957. This nomination is also eligible under 
Criteria Consideration A and D since a religious instimtion owns the property and the adjacent cemetery is being nominated as a 
contributing struclure. It is being nominated under the historic context, Historic and Architectural Resnrtrca of Barton County, 
Arkansas. 

Benton County is in the exrreme nonhwest corner of Arkansas, bordered by Oklahoma on the wesf and Missouri on the north. 
According to Goodspeed's Biographical and Hi.~loricd rb!ernoirs of h'osrhwesrern A r k a s ,  it is be1 ieved that the first white 

( tlers in the area now known as Benton County arrived around 1 G O .  On 15 June 1836, Arkansas became the 25"' state of the 
. ,lion. Benton Caunry was otpnized on 30 September 1836. The county was named after Missouri Senator. Tliomas Hart 

t knton, who helped the Arkansas Territory reach statehood. 

Around that same time, the Joseph Colville and his Family were making their way into Arkansas from Tennessee. They traveled 
wirh several other families, includinp h e  families of James Cowan and Robert Hubbard. These early pioneer families helped shape 
the government of the newly organized Benton Countv. The CoEvilles, Coums and Hubbards were active in the community and 
politics. James Cowan sewed as county judge fiom IS52 to I 854. Robert Hubbard was rhe first stMe representative for Benton 
County, serving from 1838 to 1 842, and again from 1844 to 1 846. John Colville, son of pioneer Joseph Colvi lie. was a justice of 
the peace for many years, and is buried at Mt. Hebron. 

The town of Colville was established around 1852. The town and township were named after Joseph Colville, the early settler.' 11 
was a spur of the Rogers Southwestern Railroad. The town of Colville was, a spur of rhe Rogers Soulhwestern Railroad that was 
laid in 1905 reaching westward to Siloam Springs, 32 mites away. The mad now known as Mr. Hebron Road was an arterial road 
used to travel to Ben~onville from Faytyetteville. 

By 1860. 123 households and approximate1 y 750 people lived in Colville Township. A posr ofice was established at Colville on 
20 February 1879, by Alexander Holrnes. Holmes was another early settler. He aimed and operated a general store that included 
the post office. He served as the postmaster for Colville for several years. I n  1904, the Colville Post Office closed and mail wns 
sent ta Rogers. Halrnes i s  buried in the cemetery. 

As mentioned before, several vererans are buried at the Mt. Hebron Cemetery. These veterans include both Union and Confederate 
soldiers. Union soldiers include CPT William H. Catching, Anderson Davis, Robinson Ford. and Albert Williamson. CFT 
Catcl~ing was a Union soldier with A Company of the 8'"entucky Volunteer Infantry. He was a charter member o f ~ h e  Grand 
Army of the Republic (GAR) Burnside Post that was mustered in Bentonville on 21 May 1887, and was Post Quanermaster when 
he died. Davis, also a Union soldier, served in Companies D & F for the I "  Arkansas Cavalry (Union). Ford was a member of the 

.' ;t Oregon Volunteers (First Oregon Mulmomah Volunteers) at Oregon City. Williamson. whose grave is only marked with a 
,.Lid stone, fought in the Civil War as a Union soldier. Confederate soldiers include John Lillard, DM Moser. Julius Roberson. 

-- 

' On paTe 22 of Goodspeed's Biographical and Hisr~rical1Wemoirs of .Vorrhwesrern -4rkansas. i t  states that Joseph Colville moved 
ta California in 1850 to prospect. One day he left his camp and was never seen again. 
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Robinson Ford. Lillard smvd in D Company Tenslessee 3" Mounted Infantry. Moser was a Confederate soldier as well as a 
prominent Mason. Roberson was a nleniber of the Farmer's Lodge No. 280. Other Civil War soldiers buried at Mt. Hebron 
Cemetery include: NP Gotcher, John Ratliff, Jh4 Richards. FM Moser, Hanreq. Reece, John Nichols and James A .  Morrison. 

Colville Township farmers and craftsmen are also represented in the Mt. Hebron Cemetery. JR h'ichols was a farmer and hi[ 
grower in the area. He was also a member of the Mt. Hebron M.E. Church South. He i s  buried in the cemetery. Rasmus Michael 
I-lammer uas laid to rest at the cemetery shortly after finishing a ~~alnut  rocking chair. He was a skilled carpenter and cabinel 
maker, having migrated from Denmark around 1570. 

In 1844-45, the denomination of Methodist Episcopal Church South separated f m ~ n  the Methodist Church in Benton County. In 
t 872. the .Methodist EpiscopaI Church South es~ahlished a church in CoIvitle. On 7, March 1877, (Thomas) James and Mary 
Holland deeded three acres to the Trustees for rile use of a place worship for the members of  the Methodia Episcopal Church South 
jn and around Colville. The trustees included D. Sturdy (pastor). Roswell S a w ,  A.J. Gourd, John Grimsley. A.J. McCuistion, 
Joshua Hofman and T.J. Smith. Sawrey. McFuislion. and Smith are buried at Mt. Hebron Cemetery. The ori~inal church buifding 

; 5 constructed for $1,500 in 1872. This church burned in 1899. The church standing today was built in 1904. 

I3y the Cate 1970s. the church family \Itas dwindling. By the early I990s, services were halted at the church due to a lack of 
attendance. The last  burial in the church cemetery o c c m t d  in 2000. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mt. Nebron M .E. Church South and Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 
A with local si~nificance for its association with the settlement and development of he  town of  Colville as well as the Township of 
Colvifle. It is i lso being nominated under Criterion C as a good example of a Plain-Tradirional church. The interior and exferior 
of the church are wirhout any modem alteration except the composition shingles that were added in the 1940s. and rhe original 
paneled doors from the front and rear were replaced -with hollow wooden doors in 1957. This nomination is also eligible under 
Criteria Consideration A and D since a religious institution owns the property and the adjacent cemetep is b a n g  no~ninated as a 
contributing structure. It is 'being nominated under the hist~ric cantext. Historic and Architecr~twl Rm01lrce.s of Retj'rrmn Corrnty, 
A rknnsm. 
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Books 
oi~raphicalcrndHistorical Memoirs qfiVorrhwes!ern Arknnsas. Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1889. 

Easely. Barban P., and Verla P. Mcanelly. Obiluaries of Benton Colmv, Arkansas. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1999. 

History qfBenion Cotmu, Arkan~as. Rogers, AR: Benton County Heritage Committee, 199 1 

Interviews 
Jeff and Nola ,Maser, caretakers of Mi. Hebron M.E. Cllurch South and Cemetery. 

Iris Ford. 

Maps 
-W Atlor ofBenron Couny 

I - 
Viccords 
Utnton County Assessor's Ofice 

Benton County Census Records 

Renton County Circuil Clerk's Ofice 

Mt. Hebron M.E. Church South and Cemetery 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Pan o f  the NiV '/; of the SE $4 of Section 32, Township 19 Nonh, Range 30 West, Benton County, Arkansas. and being more 
pnrticularty described as follows: Beginning at a found iron pin at the northeast comer of said NW '/r of the SE % of Section 32: 
Thence S 02"50'00" W 36 t .54 feet along the east line of said N W  '/a of the SE '/( of Section 32; Thence N 87"(10'20" U' 362.94 
feet to a found 3i8" rebar; Thence h' 07"45'40" E 361 -54 feet to a found iron pin: Thence S 87°00'20" E 363,08 feet to the point of 
beginning. containing 5.0 acres, more or less. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This boundan, includes a l l  of the property that has historically been associated with this resource. 














