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1. Name 
- 

htsto~e A1 f my-Brown House 
.- 

andoor common Pawson House 

2. Location 

a m t  & number 1 Q O l  South Washi ngton 

cly, tDwn S i  loam Springs N / A ~ e ~ n i t y  of 

state Arkansas code 05 C O U , ~ ~  Benton cade 007 
- 

3. Classification 
.. .. 

Category Ownership Status P m m t  Us4 
- distrid - public A oceupled - agrFcutture R W S C U m  

$uildlng(~] private - unaccupfed - cammerclal - 'psh 
r structure ,, both - work In progress e d u c a t i o n a l  2 prlvate ra.ldsnch 
' - site Public Acqulsttlon Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- abject - in process yes: restricted - government - sclentHle 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial transpornion 
N /A R O  - mllttary - other : 

4, Owner of Promertv 

n a m  Charles R. and Ruby F. Lawson 

, iw,tbm Siloam n / A v i c ~ n ~ t ~  01 ,tate Arkansas 

5, location of Leaal Description 
caurthouse. registry of deeds, stc. C i  rcui t Clerk ' s Off i ce , Book 577, Page 637 

street a number Ben ton County Courthouse, Cour t  S q u a ~  

em, town Bentonvi 1 1 e state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A has this property been determined ellgiMe? - yes - no H/j 

dsta - federal - stare - countv - tocat 

mskery k r  survey records - -  -- - - 

e h .  town state 



Condlth C h e k  one Check one 
- excellent - deterlorated . unaltered -8- original site 
2 good - ruins - altered - moved date -- 
- laEr - unexpSd 

mmcrik the pvesmt and orFgFnal {If known] physlicat appearance 

The  b l f r e y - B r o w n  h o u s e  s t a n d s  two-and-one-half s t o r i e s  high on a 
l a r g e  e o r r i e r  l o t  s u r r o u n d e d  ba l a r ~ e  m a p l e  and o a k  t r e e s ,  
eommandln3 as much a t t e n t i o n  t o d a y  a s  r e  did at t h e  t i m e  of ~ t u  
canstructlon I n  Siloam S p r l n = ~  I n  1.305.  This n o v e l t y - s l d e d  ft-srne 
structure represents t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e s  at 
t h e  t u r n - o r - t h e - c e n t u r y .  Fea tures  of t h e  C l a s s ~ c a l  C o l o r ~ i a l  
P e v i v a l  style a r e  ccrnblned w l t h  l a t e  nineteenth c e n t u r y  q u e e n  
h r ~ n e  elements. The s t e e p  h l p  r.oof 1s l n t e r s e c i t e d  by shingled 
cros s  g a b l e s .  A wrap-around hl p - r o o f e d  1-erartda 1s s u p p o r t e d  u n  
t h r e e  e l @ - f a t i o n s  bj- nine Doric c o l u m n s .  

The d l f r e y - 5 r o v r n  house  1 s  a n  l m p o z l n g  frame s t r u c t u r * e ,  t h e  
e x t e r * l o t n  tjf w h l c h  h a s  marly c h a r - a c t e t - l s t l c  Ceatur , e s  ~ r '  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  Rev1  .:al. w h ~ l ?  t h e  ~ n t s r - l o r  r t ? k ^ l 3 ~ t ~  t i l a  c ~ r t t  i K I U C ~  

r appeal of dusen Anrle d e t a l l r n g .  

An l r l t e r e s t l n g -  roorline IS c r e a t e d  by a p r l n c l  p l e  s b e e p l y - p r  k c l i e d  
h l p  r o o f  ~ n h t ? r s e c t e d  by c r o s s  g a b l e s  un eaci l  e l e v a t r o n .  A s l t l k l e  
chlrnney p i e r - c e s  t h e  h i p  rooC. The house h a s  ;h e o r ~ t ~ n u o u s  
r u s t i c a t e d  s L o n e  c"ou t tda t lun  w i t h  t - o p z  ~nrjrtar' j s l n t c .  Aurlzurrtal 
n o v e l t y  s s l l n c ,  r e c e n t l ;  p a i n t e d  * c r 2 : ~ m  c o i u r ,  co.!-.r.; t It* 
s t r u c t u r e .  T y p i  c a i  c-f t h e  C v l ~ r l l a l  P ; l r ; ~  .dl, t : ~  n-lorlu :tim4-. l a : ' 4e  
o n e - o v e r - o r l e  d a u b l e  - h u n y .  A S L  tnplc c o ~ . r ~ l c e  1 s  :uund on eac11 
e L e  f a t i o n .  

T h e  front far:;.ide t h e  house I S  d u r n l n a t e d  b y  AI I  L~ttpoer  n;' t w o  
a n d - o n e - h a l f  story g a b l e d  projectlon. T h e  a t t  1 1 :  c t d r  j has L t i + e e  
l o u v e r e d  v e n t s  and s a b l e  r e t u r n s ,  berjeat  h v lh lch  it I l a s r o v  c t ~ l  n 3 1 - > d  
b a n d  p r o j e c t s  above the continuous cor 'rk lc*.  X s ~ n g l e  wtndov 1 -  

l o c a t e d  on t h e  s e c o n d  floor, 1 . r ~  t h  at1 o t ' r - c u n t t l r  eriF.thaflscr on t h e  
f l r s t  floor. The sl r ~ g l e - d o o r e d  c!ntcqanct? t ~ a s  a  LASS p n z ~ e l e d  ilt;.>rn 
with s ~ n g l e  1 l S h t  t ransorn  a b o v e ,  c?f1  e i t i ' l u t .  side , ; r "  E ~ L E  c e r r t e r  
p r o j e c t l o n ,  t h e  sesvr ld  f l u o r '  h a s  a sr (~$1.1 d o u b l ?  . ~ U I I ;  :JI [ILOW, 
w l t h  l a r ~ e  f i x e d  wlndows b e l o w  or1 t h e  Clr-st Tloot . .  A dr'sp-at-ourid 
one s t o r y  h l  p - r o o r e d  p o r c h ,  w h ~ c f i  ex t - jr lds  b e y o r i d  i h s  l-lit carri-.t. 
of t h e  h o u s e ,  has a p e d r n e n t  at i t s  center . .  !.L n e  3 L 1(11312 ~ O S ' L C  

columns s u p p o r t  this Porch,  w h r c h  r e s t s  or1 p ~ t l r s .  T h e r e  I S  

continuous wood lattice b e l w e e n  the  pornch and gr,r;unil.  

The n o r t h  s t d e  e l e v s t ~ ( ~ n  h a s  sn o v e r - s ~ z ; d  g a b l e . 1  Jorrner.. S t e p s  
l e a d  to t h e  w r a p - a r o u n d  p o r c h .  L u c a t ~ d  I n  c h e  s i d e  bf t h +  C~.t.)nt 
p r o j e s t i r ~ n  A S  a t t r e n t j r  Cuot by t w e n t y  Coat diamond-sklaperl s t a r r i c + d  
%lass window. Tu tile l e r t :  err L h e  c e ~ i t e r  y t ; r . t l c j r ~  ui ~ h r  z i r . u c t u r - - ~  
1 s  t h e  s ~ d e  sf t h e  r e a t .  k i t c h e n  p r o j e c t ~ ~ r l .  
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The s o u t h  side e l e v a t i o n  is s i m i l a r  to t h e  north elevation. The 
f r o n t  porch does not  e x t e n d  beyond khe s i d e  of t h e  c e n t e r  f r o n t  
f a c a d e  project ion.  A three-sided one-story Bay projection 
d e n o t e s  t h e  l a c a t i o n  of t h e  d i n i n g  room. R shed-roofed a d d i t i o n  
e x t e n d s  from t h e  side of the k i t c h e n .  A narrow k i t c h e n  
pro jec t i on  e x t e n d s  from t h e  r e a r ,  w i t h  a shed-roofed addition to 
t h e  Left. The p r o j e c t i o n  h a s  a fixed square window on each Sloor 
and a door w i t h  transom and  bracket-supported canopy. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the house has an i r r e g u l a r  p l a n  w i t h  s p a c i o u s  
rooms. A i'oeal p o i n t  or t h e  foyer  is a b e a u t i f u l  wood s t a i r  w i t h  
p a n e l e d  newel  posts w i t h  egg and d a r t  detailin2 and s p i n d l e d  
railing. The diamond-shaped w i n d o w  of t h e  n o r t h  elevation 
illuminates t h e  s t a i r  landing. 

. 
Window and d o o r  surrounds and c o r n i c e  maulding, a r e  four id  
d o w n s t a i r s ,  whereas t h e  s e c o n d  floor is m o r e  p l a i n l y  detailed. 
F l o o r i n g  is p i n e ,  throughout w i t h  the  exception of oak flooring 
found i n  t h e  foyer, s i t t i n g  room and d i n i n g  room. Double d o o r s  
l e a d  f r o m  t h e  foyer to t h e  sitting room. Pocket  doors  separate 
t h e  sitting room and p a r l o r .  Reflecting t h e  t a s t e  of t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  century, Ball and D o w e l  fretwork s p a n  t h e  s i x  f e e t  
wide o p e n i n g  b e t w e e n  sitting r o o m  and d i n i n g  room. F rom t h e  
d i n i n g  room, a hall l e a d s  to t h e  b a c k  stairway and m a i d  room 
and a n o t h e r  door l e a d s  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .  O n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  
four bedrooms and a bathroom a r e  l o c a t e d  off of t h e  f i v e  f o o t  
w i d e  h a l l w a y .  The attic is u n f i n i s h e d .  

A one-story h i p - r o o r e d  frame s t a b l e  s i t s  at t h e  southeast corner  
of t h e  s i t e .  O t h e r  a u t b u i l d i n y s  I n c l u d e  w o n e - s t o r y  w e l l  house 
a n d  a o n e - s t o r y  d e t a c h e d  garage.  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehlstorlc 
- 14061499 
- 150&1599 
- 1 GO&? 699 
,,- 170G1799 
- 18061 899 
2- 1900- 

-8 of Signifiemce--Check and justify belaw 
- -.. amhidagy-prehistwic . - community planning . -. _ landscape architecture .X- religlan 

archeology-historic - .-. conservation - -- law - science 
,, agriculture - _ - seonomlcs literature , .,- sculprure 
J architecture -X. ~ e a t l o n  . military , , socialr 
.,., ar2 - engineering --- music humank?ar'lsn 
.- commerce . ,-. exploratlon~settlement philosophy - theater 

communications . . . industry -_ potiticsigovernment - transportation 
_. , invention - other (specify) 

------- -- - -. - .+-- - - - -  -+ - --.-------,.--.-- 
Spmclfle dates 1905 -- ~ul~uut;~=hit=t R . J . A 1  frey - Bui 1 der 

, .. -- .. . - - - - - - - -  - - ---- -- - - -- 
Statmmnt af Slgnificrnce (In ane paragraph) 

C o n s t r u c t e d  on farm l a n d  w h i c h  u r l g l n a l l y  b e l o n = e d  to J o h n  Y. 
Hargrove, t h e  f o u n d e r  of SL loam S p r l n S s ,  t h e  A1Erey-3rown House 
s e r v e d  as  t h e  home of J o h n  E. Brown for a n u m b e r  uS years .  3 r o w n  
was a Hethodlst e v a r t g e l i s t  who came to t h e  r ~ o r t h w e s t  Arkansas 
area a n d  established Southwestern C u l l e g ~ a t e  l n s t ~ t u t e  w h i c h  
today bears his name. T h e  house was c o r t s t r u c t e d  I n  'I905 b y  
Thomas Alfrey ,  who was a prominent b u ~ l d e r  ~n t h e  S i l o a m  S p r l r 1 5 s  
area. T h r e e  original ancillary s t r u c t u r ' e s ,  a o n e  stcry Sarase, a 
w e l l  house,  and a s m a l l  barn,  re rna ln  o n  t h e  site. 

Siloam Springs d e v e l o p e d  at t h e  t u r n - o f  - t h e - c e r t t  ury as  a S L  t a  
where  p e o p l e  c o u l d  come and p a r t a k e  0 5  i h e  healing powers or t h e  
many s p r i  rlys located there. The Kansas Cl t y  S o u t  het'n P a l l - r o a d  
brought an a d d e d  boom to t h e  cornrnunl ty. S e n s i n g  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  
c o u l d  support a n  i n s t i t u t e  of h i 3 h e r  Learmnlng ,  J o h n  E. 3rown,  who 
was p r e s i d e n t  of 3. H e t h o d i s t  J u n ~ o r  C o l l ~ r e  i S z a r . r l t t  Collegiate 
Institute i n  N e s h o ,  Hissouri ,  came to S l l . > a m  S p r i n g s  and Cour~ded  
what is t ~ d a j f  known a s  John arown Universl tj.. T h e  s c h o o l  rs 
s t r l l  a r f i l i a t e d  w l  t h  t h e  Hethodist C h u r - c h .  3 r o w n  p u r c h a c e J  t h e  
hvme f s ~ m  AlCce;; shortly after its c u r ~ s t r u c t r o n .  T h e  l a r g e  
e x p a n s e  of Land upon w h i c h  t h e  house was s l k e d  p r o - x l d e d  t h e  
b u c o l l c  s e t t l n y  which a l l o w e d  Brown t h e  p l e a s u r e  of t e n d l n s  p e t  
d e e r  a n d  peacocks. I t  also p r o v i d e d  a means b:r w h i c h  to secut-e 
f u n d l n g  f o r  e s t a b l ~ s h i n g  t h e  t i n l c - e r s i t y .  The  house  and p r o p e r t y  
s e r v e d  a s  collateral for these l o a n s .  3rown's. contributlon to 
t h e  d e - ~ e l o p t n e n t  oC higher education I n  n o r t h w e s t  Arkansas 1 s  one 
w h l c h  1 s  considered by m o s t  to have been i n v a l u a b l e .  

T h e  home was a c q u ~ r e d  by t h e  F r e d e r ~ c k  Lynd famrly i n  3 9 4 6 .  They 
owned t h e  home until 1976. 



9. Major Bibliographica? References 
Interview f G I- Herald-Democrat, S i  1 om Springs , Septenker 2 ,  1982 (Yandali srn to house} 

10. Geoaramhical Data 
Acre- of nominated rope* approximatel V one 
Quadrangle name S i  f oam Springs, Ark.-Okla. 

A (1 I 51 1 31 6111 812101 1410 101411 11101 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

" u 1-1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Yerbml boundary description and /ustHlcation Lot 1 o f  M i  ndw ' s Subdi v i  s 4 on o f  t h a t  part o f  the NE% 
o f  the NEk of Section 7, Twnship 17, North, Range 33 West d the Kansas City Southern Rai I - 
road, and containing 6-45 awes,  more or 'less, accnrdlng t o  the survey of record. Beginning 
a t  the NE corner of Lo t  1 thence South  150-0 Teet; see. contSwatTon, sheet. 
List all states rnd counties for properties overlapping state ar county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

, -state code county code 

1 I. Form Prepared By 

mmsnitls Charles R. and Ruby F, Lawson, edited by AHPP staff 

oreanizrt lo; property date Ausust 30. 1984 

8 numhr Route 1 BOX 240 telephone ( 50 1) 524-8854 

Siloam Springs d, Arkansas 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tha evalu8ted slgnitlcance of thls property wlthin the state is: 

- national ,- state X - local 
- -. 

As the designated State Historic Preservation OWker for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nornlnate thls property tor ineluSLon in the Matlonal Reglster and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and prmedures set forth 

State Hlstorle Pmservatlon Officer signature ---- 

date f ,? l  - #$ 
For NPS uwonty 

I hereby cwtlfrl th.t this property Ls Lndudd In the National Rsglstsr 
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thence West 250.0 feet; thence North 150.0 feet; thence East 250.0 feet to 
place o f  beginning, 
















