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SUMMARY 

The circa 1900 three-room house located at 208 N. Rust in Gentry, Arkansas, is known locally as the 
Railroad Cottage and i s  an excellent example of a one-story. post-railroad Folk Victorian house. No other 
unaltered period examples oftllis house style exist in Gentry today. It was built to accommodate the influs 
of modest income families ~noving to Gentry in associntiou wit11 the area's fruit and rail transportation 
industries. The wood-frame gable front and wing house rests oil i ts origin~il hrick foundation. Lapper! 
horizontal siding covers the tvnlls and composite shingles cover the roofq2 A brick chimney f l~ ie  on the gable 
front section has been removed. The house faces the west with front and rear dropped-roof porches inset in 
the ells of the wing. Turned-spindle porch supports of the front (west) porch have heen recreated to match the 
profile of the ol-iginaI supposts. Since the originaI balustrade of this porch was undoocrrmented, a ' 

reconstmcted balustrade was copied from an existing circa 1900 example in the area. The concrete porch 
looring was added in 1938. Window and door openings are in their original configuration and retain their 

j n a l  hand-crafted decorative crowns. One small window on the north elevation is not part ofthe original 
-;;nstnrction. The exterior of the house is painted with its original paint scheme as  determined hy 
u~~icroscopic nt~nlysis. Replication of the original paint and wallpaper schermes recreates the imost notable 
features of the interior. Two outbuildings iiaom the historic period of the llouse, a circa 1930s stone garage 
and a circa 1945 storage building, have been preserved. 

DernoIition of a condemned house at 208 N. Rust in Gentry was in progress in 1997 when a circa 1900 
I~istoric house was revealed. The entire structure had been encased wi t l i  con~posi tion siding. Under th is  
camouflage. a gable front and wing Folk Victorian stnrcture remained on its original conPinuous hrick 
forrndatjon. Additions mnde in the 1 960s were easily identified and removcd. 

Original wood shingles existed under corn pasit ion shingles. The old shingles have been replaced wi I h 
textured composition shingles replicating the ~vcathered appearance of the wootl shingles. 'The original roof 
framing is intact except for minor replacement of nailing boards, h brick chimney flr~c existed originally on 
the gable front section but was removed at an unknown date, 

The west (front) gable front and wing elevation faces Rust Street. The house retains most of its oiiginal 
' ~ e d  horizontal siding. windows, window trim, doors and door trim. The original porch on !Ire west 

- ntion, which llad been removed, was insct wilhin the ell oi'the gahlc front nncl wing. Concrete porch 
jiooring, bearing a 1938 date, has been retained ns the concrete enwsecl the original brick foundation of the 
house. A dropped-roof porch was reconstructed with turned-spincf le porch supports rcpl icatit~g zlie 
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porch-support profiles found on the original siding. The original porch balustrade w:ls not documenked. A 
reconstructed l-wlustrade was nddecl using a pattern from a gable front and wing house in the area. 

The west (front) elevation features three original windows with the same hand-cra fled decornt ive crowns tllat 
adorn the remainder of the windows of the house. One single window is  off-centered to the south on the 
wing. The gable front features two paired windows. A11 are two-over-two double-hung fixed upper sash 
windows. Two original doors with the same decorative crowns as the windows open from the porclr. 

South Elevation 

A three window boy had been added to the sonth elevation and i t  enclosed a capped cistern located adjacent 
" the south exterior wal I. This bay alteration occurred at an unknown date during the historic period, r b l  

I 

,inal window from the north elevation had been relocated to this bay. The bay has been eliminated to 
I <.store the original foatprinl of the house. A single one-over-one period window has been installed in the 
enlarged opening. The window that had been relocated to the bay was returned to its origi~lal locatio~~ on the 
north elevation. Thc capped cistern Ims been covered with fortndation landscaping. 

East Elevation 

TIle east (rear) elevation experienced several alterations in the Zzisteric period and in  the 1960s. Fortunately, 
the original rafters and ht-ick foundation of the original porch that was inset within the rear gable and wing 
bad been left intact. This enabIed n reconstruction of n porch with its original dimensions. An original 
window that was centered on the reor gable Ilad been relocated to the non-i~istoric addition. This window 
was returned to its original Focation once the addition was removed. 

North Ejevation 

Tl~e north elevation features a small single-sash fixed window centered bctwee~~ two originnl twa-over-'two 
doublc-hung windows (one having been relvrned from l l~e  south elevation). Tl~z sn~all single-sash wir~dow 
w a s  added during 1960s alterations hut has been left in place and filled with o stained-slnss window of:] 
contcmpomry design so as not to be mistaken for a11 original stained-glass ~vindew. It lins been topl>ccl with a 
crown in the same design as the original window crowns. 

- significant exterior construction detail is the use of quarter-round trim applied with undecorated corner 
.ds, creating rounded comers. This distinguishing feature is noted in other historic stnictures of the same 

Ilrale period in Gentry. The original paint scheme has been established by microscopic analysis and recreated 
on the exterior by t hcr owners. The bright lime green wal Is of the house contrast with the brick red nncl beige 
of the trim. 
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INTEGRITY 

?hc Railroad Cottage. built circa 1 900, has regained i t s  integrity in the t-coenl past. with the hclp or its new 
owners. When the cottage cvas fbund, nlnsked beneath several renova~ions, thc olvncrs went to great Ic.ngtlis 
to match the desigt~, materials and workmanship to that ol'rl~e original stnlcturo, while restoring the cottage 
to its original grandeur. It is still located In the residential neighhrl~ood of Gentry, among several otl~er 
Ilornes of historic value. The Railroad Cottage once again stands as it did circa 1900, as a wonderful example 
of a Folk Victorian cottage. 
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SUMMARY 

The circa 1900 Railroad Cottage, located at 208 N. Rust in Gentry, Arkansas, is being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places tinder Criterion C with local significance as an excellel~t example of a 
one-story post-railmad Folk Victorian style hot~se. Nu~neroz~s residents were cfrawn to Gentry at the end of 
the nineteenth century in association with the area's prosperous hit-growing and rail indi~stries. The 
Railroad Cottage represents the modest thrce-room dwelli~~gs built to ]louse middlc-income familics who 
were part of this migration, The gahle front and wing house is ernhellished with hand-cravted clecorntive [rim 
popular across the country nt the time. The accurately recreated exterior and interior paint scl~en-tes deli~le 
the circa 1900 appearance of the house. These architectural and decorative i'eatures docun~ent the influence 
of the railroad on the built culture of rural Arkansas. 

-- 

I i ~ e  town of Gentry, intersected by State Highways 59 and 264, is situated along thc western border of 
Renton County. The county itself is Icjcatcd in the extreme northwestern corner of Arkansas ancl is bouniled 
on the north by Missouri and on thc west by Oklaholns. Bent011 County was established as the sraie's thirty- 
fourth county in 1836, the same year that Arkansas became n state. The county was named in honor (11' 

Missouri's U. S. Senator Thomos Hart Benton who led a strong campaign to secure stntel~ood Ibr Arkatisas. 

The site of Benton County is a plateau of the Ozark Mountains with elevations of the land ranging fiom 
1,400 feet to 1.600 feet. The soils are well suited to diversitied agriculture with numerous waterways and 
springs. Its greatest advantage in the latter part of the nineteenth at~cl earIy tuventiedl centuries, when the 
Railroad Cottage was built. was i ts complete adaptability to horticulture with apples, peaches. pears. plums, 
grapes and other sinall fruit grown in abundance in the county. A t  that time. it acquired the title of 'Apple 
Orchard of America. ' 

From the time of the first scttlcn~ent of Renton CorrnlY in the 1.830s, the populntiot-r increased nnl y gr;~dt~nlly 
until 1880. In that year the first railroad tllroug!~ the coiunty. llie St. Louis and Snn Francisco Rail]-oad, \v,\ins 
complete$. National advertisements stating tlrat the region w a s  "unexcelled i n  the Ullitcd States for grorvi!zg 
all kinds of fruit" brought an influx of immigrants into the county. 

Ji? the 1890s, Arthur E. Stillwell established the Kansas City-Pittsburg and Gulf Railtvay starting in Ka~was 
City, Missouri, wit11 the intcnt of extending it to the Gulf of Mexico. It was this raiIroad that spawned rile 

flement of the town of Gentry in 1894. It became the residential and financial center for a vast ii-uit- 
,  wing industry. lndced, for a short time, the town was called Orchard but tvns incarporated i n  1898 as 
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Gentry, named in honor of the president of ihe railroad. The name of the railroad was changed ro Kansas City 
Southern on April 1 .  1900. By 1903 Gentry I~ad a population of 1,000 pcop!e. 

Gentry was surrounded by fruit farms from the large apple growers to the small berry growers. "The 
industries of the town incjuded shipping, evaporating and canning of fruits, as well as tourism. N~irnerous 
merchants in Renton County relocated to Gentry and several banks and hotels were established. Eniphasis on 
education was evident. A public school cos~ing $1 0.000 and a private Methodist academy existcd hy 1902. 

Tourism to the area at the beginning or the twentietl~ century was also one of the area's successliil irlduscries. 
A poster owncd by Rick and Theresa Parker advertises a '"special excursion from the Kansas City Sotrtfrern 
Railroad" starting from all stations in Kansas City to all points south. Stops advertised included the rice 
district, oil fields and refineries in Beaumont and Port Arthur, Texas, as well 3s "all points in the Inctinn 

f ritory" ('present day Oklahoma). 22  also advertises that "stop overs" were permitted in the "'fjmous Ozark 
,i?i)untain fruit belt" and Gentry was listed as one stop over destination. The cost of the "excursion" was 
S 15.00 and the starting date was November 24, 1903. By the 1920s the railroad had built a brick depot at 
Gentry that was considered one of the finest on the line. Benton County's Apple blossom Festival was one 
of the Inrgest events in the state in tlic mid-1920s. 

Much of the land surrounding Gentry, known as Ozark Orcl~ards, was owned and cleveloped by a hank in 
Kansas City, \4issorui. Small tenant and employee's hot~scs werc built En Gentry. f ~ e s e  Ilouses usl~nll_v 
consisted of tl~ree rooms according to the locaI history recorded in Ilq?penir?gs in Gent~ l .  1894 ra 1971i. 
Eventually. many of the orchards were divided into tracts and sold to individtials who transformed the land 
from orchards to general famir~g. Thc nilroad tlren hauled cattle 20 markets in Kansas City as we11 as thc 
fruit produce. Gentry remains primarily an agricultura! center today producing corn, sopbcnns. at~d cattle. 
Thc Kansas City Southern Railroad still serves Gentry brh now transports coal through town without 
stopping and there is no depot to serve passengers. 

Local lumberyards were created in towns all along the rail lines during the periods of first settlement. The 
Rousl~ Lumber Campaz~y. one of two early lumberyards in Gentry. w'as established in 1903 to meet the 
constn~ctian needs fostered by rhc hi t-growing and rniI industries. This ltmberyard esists in the same 
Pocntio!~ today and i s  owned by the Parks family who purchased h e  business from t11c J .  I). Roush es!ntu in 
1945. Someoftheoriginal 1903 sales records stillexist. 

" T 997 Rick and Theresa Parker purchased Lots 9 and 10, Block 15 in the Original Section of Gentry for the 
r ,)ose of building an oflice for Parker's arts conseri~ation business. Parker Iiad grown up in the Iiouse 

a:!-joining the property to the south. The Parkers had commissioned drawings of a new structure that they 
planned to constnzct on Lots 9 and 10. The city Iiad condemned the house that existed on the lots. 
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Demolition of the house was in progress when rhe Parkers realized that inside the 1960s additions, covcred 
with composition siding. there existed a nearly intact Folk Victorian cottage on its original fbundation. Aiier 
assessing their find, they ec~refully removed the non-historic additions. documented the historic changes to 
the stnlcture, and ancltle plans to rcstore the liistoric hol~sc instcad of moving or altcrit~g i t .  

According to the history recorded in the abstract of the property, Lnts 9 and t 0, nlock 15 were pi~rcl~nscd 
prior to 1898 by the Philadelphia Construction Company. The modest hot~se the Parkcrs trncovered was one 
of the three-room houses builr to accommodate the influx of families moving to the awn at the end of the 
nineteenth century. This company, which pr~bably built several of these small residences, was obviously 
associazed with the railroad's development of the town of Gentry. 

The Parkers also learned that the name associated wi t l~ l l e i r  newly found historic Ilouse was Railroad 
r tnge. They considered the name appropriate, indeed, and l~ave chosen to retain i t .  The Railroad Cottage 
.I:? only represents the initial eco~lornic history associated with the estahlisli~~~ent or" Gentry, it  also is itn 

excellent example of the cl~nt~gcs the arrival oL' the rr~ilmnd brought ~o tlie nrcn's built cultl~re. W h i l t  
previously this isolated rural area ofArkansas relied on locally prod~tccd building rilaterinls, the r:~ilron~l 
brought lumber, building materials plus new building styles f b m  distant areas. 'Ehe paints and wallpapcl-s 
used in the decoration of the Railroad Cottage would have arrived by rai t also. The mi lroad workers 
~mloaded these building materials from the arriving trains, then reloaded the trains with produce. 

While modest in architectural features, an analysis of the original interior and exterior decorative schemes 
conducted by nns conservator and homeowner Rick Parker reveals tltnt the house \\!as alive with cofor. 
Located only two blocks from the town" main streel, this I~oiise was obviously inltendecl to complemenf the 
visual aesthetics of the blossoming town. Directly across the alleyway to ahc enst of the Rl~ilroad Cottngc 
stands the IVard House, a two-story Folk Victosin~~, constn~cred in 1897. ?'his structure featured ~iliilriple 
high-pitched gables, patterned shingle and stick-work decoration. spandrels, slabnmte porch frieze, nnci 
multi-color paint scheme. 

The craftsman who constructed the Ward House. adjoining the property to the east, is docun~ented to he 
Robert L, Summers. This house features the same 'rounded corner' detailing (described in Secrion 7) as the 
Railroad Cottage. Wlile confirmation that Summers was the craftsman who built the Railroad Cottage is 
presently lacking. further research may clarify the answer. Sun-rmers lived and worked in Gentry until his 
death in 1950. 

"Parker family histoty is very closely tied to Renton Cotmly and Gentry, including the railroad. .l'hc 
errrliest ancestors to arrive in the area were the Cllastains who followed the Cllesokee Tndi:~ns in the 1830s 
from Alabama to Arkansas on what is considered the 'Tmil of Tears.' MI-. Parker's filther wat.l<cd hr the 
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Kansas City Sautllcrn Railroad for 49 years. beginning when hc was only twelve years old. Far many years. 
Rick Parker has collected numerous artifacts associated with the railroad's history in Gentry. Ir is t l t t i~g  that 
the Railroad Cottage has become part of that history which Parker has cherished for so long. 

Parker, who received his conservation education tl~rough the Smithsonian Institution's Fumit~~rc 
Col~servation Training Program. maintains his private arts conservation business, Parker Restoration and 
Conservation, in Gentry and the Railroad Cottage senres ns his office. I n  addition to teacllilig in  the 
Smithsonian's consemation programs, he lins served as chairman for the American Instit~tte fbr 
Consen7ation's Wooden Artifacts Group. a i d  published nLunerous articl cs on arts conservation. 'Ihcrtsn 
Parker is an executive buyer for Ural-Mnrt, Incorporafed. 

,_: circa 1900 Railroad Cottage, located at 208 N. Rust in Gentry, .4rkansns, is k i n g  nominated to the 
hntional Register of Historic I'laces under Criterion C with local significt~acc as an excellent exa~nplc of a 
one-stotqr post-milroad Folk Victorian style house. Nunlerous residents were drawn to Gentry at the encl of 
the nineteenth century in nssocjation rvi th the area's prosperous frui t-growing and rail industries. The 
Railroad Cottage represents rhe rnodost three-room dwellings hui l t to house rnidcf le-income famil ics wllo 
were part of this lnigmtion. Thc g b l c  front and wing housc is c~t~bellishcd wit11 hand-crafted ciccorative i r i~ l l  

popular across tI~c country at the time. The accurately recreated exterior a t ~ d  interior pain1 schcnies delint. 
tlie circa 1900 appearance of the house. These archi tec tilral and decom t ive l>ntures cloct~n~cnt the i nfl l~cnct. 
of the railroad on  the built culture of rural Arkansas. 
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VERBAL BOUWDARY DESCRTPTTON 

Lots 9 and 10 in BIock I5 in the Original Town of  Gentry, Section 10, Township 18 in Benton County, 
Arkansas. 

IIOWNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary includes all property historically associated with tire Railroad Cottage. 














