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DFSCR1SE T H E  PRESENT AND QRiGINAL !If KEJOWhl) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mutunl A i d  Union Building is a very well-preserved example of 
regionalized, Keo-Classical Revival Conmrcial Architecture. The 
architects, Willian E. Hatthews and Albert 0- Clarke af Roqers ,  were 
emulati~g st-ructuros designed by firns suxh as !=I=Kia, !Ice&d, aad White 
for the Pan-Iliilrfczn E x h i b i t  of 1901. The building, constructed circa 
1913, can be grmped i n t o  t h e  vast number of s h l l a r  structures which 
were designed and constmcted during the first 25 years of t h e  twen-  
kteth century and which were l a tar  known as the M.crican Xenaissa,?ce. 

The h t u a l  Aid Union Building consists of t w o  floors and a hal f  base- 
ment. The building's plan is rectangular, encompassing approximately 
17,060 square feet. A 10-foo t by 35-foot fi31 he igh t 'p r t i co  c33el- 
lishes the  east elevak5.on. 

The h i I d i n g  is constructed of reddish-brown-brick masonry un i t s  laid 
in running h n d  with an zvzrage wall thickness of 37 inches. :;lasomy 
opanln;.~, with the exczption of the pair oE m a i n  e n t r y  doors an& center 
w i n d o w s  opening onto the port ico,  are spanned by stone lintels - Fenes- 
tratLo2s opening on to the por t i co  are framed by raised brick mouldings,  
approxitrrately 16 inches it-. w i d t h ,  which are also l a i d  running bond, 
Brick sill transitions and brisk bead shelves f u r t>e r  decorate the 
mul l inas .  * 

A cast-stone water table outlines the e n t i r e  p e r i x t e r  of t h e  stxucture 
just z k 1 v e  the baseasnt w ~ R & ~ - J  heals ,  thus defining tkemain floor and 
p0rtLc3 Floor levels, From this water tab le risz  t he  cast-stone R a n a n  
pilasters spmets ica l ly  spaced along the north and south e leva t ions .  
Th2r2 are four  p i l a s t e r s  to a side in aaditian to one at each of the 
four  corners. Atop t h e s e  pilasters, banling the b u i 1 d i n q . i ~  a sjmple 
cask-stone frieze and cornice, A brick parapet wall, eap2ed with  a 
cast -s tone ' band and decorative colum extensions, coiopletes the bnild- 
ing's height. 

Four m a s s i ~ ~ e ,  Rgnan ,  cast-stone columns define the flat-roofed portico 
on the east elevation. The portico's roof is topped by a step?& brick 
para?et capped wikh cast stone. The parapet fsatures decorative 
colan-a extensiogs ? - r i t h  doye2 zaps of cast-stone a d  a cen t ra l  m e t a l -  
ftnial. Th2 na ln  cntrapt? to th? b u i l z i n g  is t b z o ~ t j : ~  k1:is p r t i c o  kt? 
a flight of t i c r ~ d  e n t r y  stairs, 

The i n t e r i o r  floor plan a l l o w s  a great  deal of open space w i t h  s u i t e s  
of or'fices along the sbuth r q a l l  on both the first  aid secand floors. , 
A three-storey vault, one of tbe nost u n u s i a l  fcatuues of the b~ilding, 
is lucnted near thn can t e r  a£ tha nort l i  wall. (Photoqra* cf north 
e l cvz t i on  sho*n;s v a c l t  loczt ion)  . second vault  is located b-neat-h tha 
p r t i c o  and is ~cccs3ible fscn  t h e  b n s ~ z e n t .  
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The bsernent  floor is essentially an o?en plan trisected l sng i tu2 ina l ly  
by t w o  r o w s  of encased-pipe c~ lumns .  In the northeast  corner  a small 
off ice  area is encI.0 sea with a glass-above-panelling w d 1  . The origi?al  . 
men's and wornen's . toi let  faci l i t ies  and cLnakraoms are located on the 
w e s t  wall. 

The first or:main floor caasisks of a large grand foyer and a spacious 
open corridor dividing the seven private off iess on the south from the 
large open cornon office and walk-in vault on the north.  Structural 
beats, coluxns and pilasters are encased in darkly strained hardwocd. 

The second flwr is again  largely open. Except iohsare the  lunchroom, 
kitchei-,, and private dining room along the south wall and the ea2loyee 
resLJmms in the northwest. 

Access f r o m  L're basement to the first Elmr is via a nar row stairrvay . -  
along the north w a l l .  The primary entry to the second f l o o r  i s  a r~*ide 

k .:+ central stairway near the -st wall. This handsome stakway is 02 
hard-iood-with a deep reddish s ta in .  Two-inch-square balusters su223rt 
a contoured handrail a long  the stair steps and around the uppex stair-  
w e l l .  The railings terminate in panelled newel posts. 

First-and-second-storey floors are of well-preserved hardwood, w i t h  
the Sasement floor of east stone. Eyccpt for zoom par t i t ions ,  i n t e r i o r  
walls are plastered throughout the building. Interior doors are five- 
panelled, and many have operable glazed t ransoms.  A 1 1  doors,  wind~:%~s 
and i n t e r i o r  openings are simply framed in stained hardwood, as are t h e  
single-lite , double-hunq sash windows.  

Several features give the building an unusually inter ts t ip .5  in t e r io r .  
Among these features are the second-storey l i g h t  f i-utures, a ceiling- 
£=/light combination with opaque glass globes. An~kher aspect of n o t e  
are the functionzl b r i c k  fire;?laces with soldier-cn?lrsc d r : a i l i ~ - q  cmlcr 
mantles; however, their h e a t i n g  capacity has been augmented by stem 
radiators. 

This significant eom.ercial s t r u c t u r e  has remained basically unchanged 
since its construction. Resting on its original corner l o t  in t?!e 
Rogers business dis t r i c t ,  t he  S l u t u a l  A i d  Un5.on ~uilding is s t j . 1 1  i n  
e x c e l l m t  condition 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fihtual Aid Union Building in R o g e r s  is one of northwest Ar:<ansast f i n e s t  
i i 

eonrercial structures of historic-axchiteetura1 s i q n i f i c ~ ~ c e .  Constructed in * 

1914, this trm-sto-vey brick bui ld ing  originally hbused a l oca l  insurar.ce - .  
company k t  has in rose recent years bean used by other business  Lntezests. 
Its importance to the Rogers business corrmunity has  rema5ned constant .  . i 

i 
The Mutual Aid Union Building represents an i m _ e o r t a n t  aspoet of the  state's 
economic life. Thoug!~ one insurance company operated in Ar;cwsas b ~ f o r e  the 
C i v i l  Was (:.Pew York Life Insurance Company), it was no4 u n t i l  t h e  l a t ~  nine- 
teenth cen tury  that numerous insuracce companies were formed and ogera'ed 
w i t h i n  t k e  state. 

The Yutuai Aid Union was established in 1907 as a mutual assessaent organi- " t 
i 

zatlon, Pal ic ies  were written in "'circles" with each mon-her payinq dues q- 
accorciing to h i s  age- A t  t h e  dsath of a n?&er,his f m i l y  received a payment i 

from circle funds. Each circJe had 1,000 ~olicy-holding Rembers, and by 1910 i 
t 

the  Phtual Aid Union is reported to hava had six circles. Though this very I 

old eonce;t of l i fe  insurance was once quite .popular, it proved impractical 
ar-d is no longer used by insurapce coxpnios. i 
3. H. W n l t l o w ,  a n a t i v e  of C o r i n t h ,  Fississi~pi, who moved to Arkansas in 
1935, orsenized the EIutual Aid Union in 1907. Operating f r o m  a r e n t e d  house 
and using a c i g a r  box for a vault, V P t i t 1 o - d  very quickly turned h i s  idea  of 
a cooperative insurance union i n t o  a successful b u s i n e s s  venture. 

About 1910 t w o  other businessmen, J. Fwhe Walker and Jo3m E- Felkner, joined 1 

the company. k7alker was from a prominznt ~ a y e t t e v i l l e  family =d had 1 

practiced law t h e r e  s i n c e  1889. Felker wss associated with tD- Bartk of Rogers- 

TII 1914 when the company's permanent b u i l d i n g  \-:as constructed, K a l k e s  was  
se rv ing  as president with v h i t l o ~  as secretary a d  Fclker as treasurar. This  
managerial. t r i o  las ted  u n t i l  a b u t  1927 when Whitlow, the fomder ,  res igned 
E r o x ~  the company an3 sold h i s  interest to his partners. The coirlpany was thea 
rearganized as Progressive L i f e ,  vhich contintled in operation ugtil 1965. 

T i e  hu5ldincj constructed by Y T n i t l ~ w  and his associ.ates was a signif i c m t  
c r ~ n t r i b n t i o n  to t h e  Ro~2rs c a m l l n  ity . QE re6 brick construction the l d i u  3 
f~zatures a tr..m-s torey portico acrosz t h e  f ~ c a d c .  Thz i~terior , ~..rith its 
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spacious oEfices and kmrk areas* was especial ly  plush by 1914 standards. 
Floors and woodwork are of stained hardwood and remain in b e a u t i f u l  condi- 
tion. The three-storey vault wi th  its intricate lock-rn2ehanis.m is an 
especially i n t e r e s t i n g  feature. 

According to Whitlow's daughter, M r s .  Frances W v i t l o w  F l e d n g ,  the SuiLding 
also s e w e d  more than just comercial f u n c t i o n s .  Its spacious facilities 
were often used for social  and civic events, thus rn&ing the building oT 
even greater importance to t h e  Rogers comuni ty .  

Significant as a representative of Arkansas's econonie history, the  Mutual 
Aid Union Bui ld ing  is also an exceptional example of t h e  state's early 
twentietll-century commercial architecture. 
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